
On the 4th March 2020, after the most organised bag collection in SMSJ history, 210 Year 
7 and 8 students set off in 5 coaches from SMSJ to Marchant’s Hill in Surrey for 3 days 
and 2 nights of activities and adventure. 

After we arrived on the first day we had some lunch and an impromptu game of football 
before heading off for our first 2 activities.  Some groups set off into the rain for Aero-ball, 
a cross between trampolining and basketball, while others attempted the challenge 
course, abseiling or to scale Jacob’s ladder. After we had warmed up, dried off and had 
some dinner, we gathered for a quiz or film before heading back to our rooms and 
getting slightly less sleep than planned! 

On Day 2 we unfortunately woke up to more rain.  After a hot breakfast, students showed 
incredible perseverance while completing activities such as rifle shooting, the zip-
line, orienteering, giant swing, and some incredibly brave students jumped onto the 

absolutely sodden aero-ball courts for a freezing game! By the end of 
the day the rain stopped and most groups were able to carry out their 
final activity of the day in the relatively dry conditions, before once 
again getting warmed up for dinner. 

After dinner the students had some time in the shop, allowing them 
time to buy presents for friends and family at home, along with sweets 
and chocolates to eat later in their rooms! We then gathered in the 
sports hall for an evening of team challenges and activities where it 
was lovely to see Year 8 students working with Year 7s that they had 
never spoken to before. 

On the final morning we woke up to bright sunshine and thankfully 
no rain! After clearing our rooms we headed off to our final activities, 
having thankfully got slightly more sleep than the previous night! 2 
activities later and it was time for a quick lunch before we said a final 
goodbye to the PGL staff and headed tired and worn out back to SMSJ. 

We had a fantastic few days.  Staff were amazed by the perseverance 
students showed despite the cold and wet conditions and students 
are already talking about next year’s trip. 



PGL was a great 
experience! Although we were stuck in the 

miserable rain for three days, we thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves. The activities were definitely 
fun and challenging and the food was just 

as fantastic. The staff  at PGL were welcoming and 

encouraging.

Everyone had a good time in PGL Marchants Hill and 

I’m sure we would be willing to go again. 

My favourite activity was 
the giant swing; it was fun and very 

scary.

The accommodation was good. It was clean when we got 

there and made us feel at home. 

The food was just as 
fantastic; as well as the variety of  meals. 

My best moment  at PGL was the point where we were 

at the top most point of  the giant swing.

Khushali (8E)



Arriving at Bennett House I was nervous to go to PGL as I didn’t 
know many people in my cabin. We said goodbye to our families 
and dropped off  our luggage in the hall. After watching Horrible 
Histories while we waited, we finally walked across to Stamford 
Raffles where we got onto our coaches. I sat next to Daniel on 
coach 2. The drive was okay – we read some magazines, played 
on our phones, chatted and looked at the countryside. Nobody 

vomited!! Phew!!

When we arrived, we left our luggage in the main 
hall and played a game (the only time we were 
allowed to stamp on each others’ feet). When 
everyone else arrived, we had lunch and chatted 
before having a welcome talk and a tour of  the 
whole of  PGL, going into the woods and as far 
as the orienteering course. 

My first activity was aeroball and then the challenge 
course. After that we went to our cabin. It was really 
nice. We had 3 bunks, with a shower and a toilet. I got 
a top bunk behind the cabinets – away from the light 
of  the toilet. 

It was our first time to the canteen that evening 

and the food was amazing!! Hot food, 
soup, salad bar, yummy sauces and even dessert. 
There was so much to choose from, even for a 
vegan like me!

We had lots of  fun activities including 
orienteering, giant swing, rifle shooting, Jacob’s 

ladder, abseiling and zip line. I loved all 
of  the activities but my favourite 
was definitely the giant swing (110%) because 
it was so exciting and made my heart race as it 
dropped. My second favourite was probably 

abseiling or zip line. My funniest moment at PGL was when one 
of  my room mates snored very loudly so we had to wake him up 
so we could get to sleep.

The teachers were really kind and helpful 
and I made loads of  new friends. 

It was a really fun time, 
even though I didn’t get that 
much sleep. I can’t wait to go 
again next year. 

Ethan  (7F)



In the beginning of  March many students from 

years 5 to 10 went to PGL where we had 
the time of  our lives. It 
might have been wet and cold, but there were 

many aspects of  this trip that made everyone 
smile from ear to ear.

Without a doubt, everyone was yearning to see our 
rooms after an enjoyable day of  activities. The rooms 
indeed satisfied us, and were comfy enough to our 
liking. It kept out the cold air and stayed warm which 
we appreciated at the end of  the day. Me and my friends 
shared a lot of  laughter and boisterousness.    

Of  course, the highlight of  this 
trip were the activities. The 
activities were absolutely 
thrilling, especially some that included heights. 
The exercises involved teamwork,effort, and facing 
your fears. An activity that really hit the spot for most 
of  us was the giant swing, a swing ten times bigger 
than an average one; it was exhilarating and it was really 
something unique. In addition, there were also activities 
on the ground like the challenge course which made us 
quick on our feet to try to complete it and several students were 
acknowledged for their incredible speed. At the end of  the day we 
gained a bonus! It wasn’t off  to bed straight away after dinner, no, 
we had evening activities! The PGL instructors did their best to 
make entertaining evening activities as we couldn’t do a camp-fire 
because of  the rain. Instead, we had movies and mini games that 
were equally amusing such as building a shoe tower.      

However, it wasn’t just the activities you could enjoy. The food was 
exceptionally good and something I wouldn’t mind eating at 
all! It filled us up with enough energy to do the activities with 
spirit.  

All in all, I truly enjoyed myself  and I 
cherish those fun times with my friends 
whilst also facing adversities together. 
I appreciate all the hard work the PGL 
and teachers have put in.

Gabrielle (8Li)



On the 4th of  March 
2020, SMSJ took 
students from year 
5 through year 10 to 
PGL. When we first 
arrived, all the staff  and 
students were escorted 
from the coach in the 
car park to the PGL 
sports hall. In the sports hall we were split into 
groups for activities based on our room-mates and 
the members of  another room. We left our 
belongings in the sports-hall for the meantime, 
as we were already set to do our first activities.

The activities we did were really 
exciting; they were different from your 
everyday park swing or fun fair. Some, such 
as zip lining and abseiling, were thrilling. But 
we also had calmer activities like when we 
had to use our map reading skills to navigate 
an area in the campus and find certain places 
on the maps. There was a good variation of  
food, with lots to choose from. As the weather 
wasn’t in our favour we were not forced to do 
the activities and had a choice of  sitting out 
on some and doing indoor activities instead. I 
thought it was really nice of  the PGL staff  to offer 
these, as sometimes it was really cold outside.

Despite the weather, I had a great 
time, and I’m sure others would say so too. I 
got a chance to experience things 
that I wouldn’t get to do on a day 
to day basis, and make memories 
with my friends. If  we have another PGL 
trip next year I would definitely go and recommend for 
others to participate too.

Kelphine (8 Fo)



When we arrived at PGL, we were all excited and raring to start the activities. 
 
We shared en-suite rooms with 5 other friends. There were 3 bunk beds in each room.
 
Our first activity was the challenge course on Wednesday. We had to crawl, dodge, 

balance and climb throughout the course. It was a really exciting 
experience. It built up the anticipation for the next activities.
 
We then had another awesome activity (aeroball). In aeroball, you had to jump on 
a trampoline, while throwing a ball into two hoops. If  the ball goes in the higher 
hoop, you get two points and if  it goes in the lower hoop you get 1 point. It can be 
described as a cross between trampolining, volleyball and basketball. Even though it 
was pouring with rain, it was still really fun.

 On Thursday, we started with the giant swing which was a thrilling and 
a breath-taking experience. You could swing up to heights 

of  10 metres. It was amazing and, honestly, one of  my highlights of  the trip.
 
After the giant swing, we moved on to rifle shooting. We shot lead bullets at 
targets. We needed to have good concentration, steady-breathing and brilliant 
accuracy. Unfortunately, the cabin was flooded, but that did not stop us from 
having a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
 
Our next activity was the zip wire where we travelled over a lake, while harnessed 
to an overhead cable.  When we reached the crash pit, some of  us decided to do 
some hilarious landings. It was an exhilarating activity that we will not forget.
 
Our last activity on Thursday, was orienteering. We were split up into groups of  
three and sent to locate control points in the forest with only a map to help us 
navigate around the place. 

 
On our final day, we started with abseiling. Although the height was a little 
bit frightening, we still gave it a go and loved it.
 
Sadly, we then had our final activity – Jacob’s Ladder. We had to climb 
a massive ladder with the support of  the team. It helped us with our 

communication and our teamwork. It was a wonderful experience.
 

Even the food was brilliant. It was wonderful and tickled 
our taste buds – phenomenal. We could pick stuff  from the salad 
bar, some dessert and some hot and mouth-watering food. 
 
The staff  helped us when we were missing our parents. They were 
really welcoming and extremely friendly.
 

This trip helped us bond as friends and we all left with 
smiles beaming across our faces.

Joshua (Y7)


