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Faith isn't the ability to believe long and far into the misty future. It is simply taking God at his 
word and taking the next step. - Joni E. Tada

Judaism (extended unit)

Bible - The Big Story

Sikhism

What is a covenant?
Why are covenants important to the Jewish 

people?
How do covenants influence the lives of Jewish 

people today?

Who was Guru Nanak and what did he teach?
Why is the Khalsa important?

How do Sikhs live out their beliefs in 
contemporary society?

Why is the Bible such an important source of authority for Christians?
What do Christians believe about: creation, sin, incarnation, sacrifice 

and the kingdom of God?
How do these beliefs influence the lives of Christians today?

Year

7

What is a world view? What is religion? How is religion 
changing in Britain? What makes a text holy? How do we 

experience God? How does faith impact an 
individual? How are communities shaped by shared 

faith?

Should I follow a moral code?
Do we need rules?

Having a faith; what difference does it make to living?
What do religious communities teach us about how we should live?

Marriage in the UK today.

Analysing progress

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

How Should We Live?

Foundation study 
built on at GCSE

End  of  Unit 
Assessment

End  of  Unit 
Assessment

RSE



Key concepts:
What is a Worldview?

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be expressed as a story

or in a set of assumptions w hich may be true, partially true or entirely false. We have different

worldviews – some of these may compliment one another, others may contradict one another. When

examining a big question w e may consider the answ er through the lens of mult iple w orldviews.

Worldviews are important because they help us understand the lived experience of people w ithin

different traditions, explore religion as diverse and varied and through studying other w orldviews we can

refine our ow n.

What is Religion?

Religion – w hat you do (practice), who you do it w ith (community), w hat you know (beliefs). Ninian

Smart – 7 dimensions of religion – big thinking, stories, guidance, action/doing, experiencing,

organisation, materials.

How is Religion in Britain Changing?

There are 6 signif icant factors to consider when thinking about the place of religion in modern Britain:

cultural heritage, historic church, changes from duty to choice, new arrivals, secular reactions, religion in

Britain is not the global pattern.

What makes a Text Holy?

Scripture is an example of special revelation - God reveals himself directly to a person or group of

people through a vision, dream, miracle or scripture. A text may be holy because of its authors, origins,

the treatment of the physical book, its role in w orship and its content.

How do we experience God?

General revelation - God's communication of himself to all of humankind, at all times and in all places.

This may be God revealing himself through nature, other people - their w ords and actions.

How does Faith Impact an Individual?

Mary's Meals – a charity which was set up by two men inspired by their faith to provide one good, free

meal every school day to the poorest children. The charity is named Mary's meals after Mary, the

mother of Jesus who brought up her son in poverty. The Queen is another example of a person

impacted by faith.

How is a Community Shaped by Shared Faith?

SMSJ is a school community shaped by a shared vision and values. These underpin relationships, the

curriculum (w hat you learn, policies, enrichment etc. Hendon is a geographical location shaped by faith

– the predominance of the Jew ish population means many shops are Kosher, schools are Jew ish and

there are multiple synagoes. We w ill also explore religious communities such as the Carmelites and

Franciscans.

What it my Worldview and Why?

What influences shape your understanding of the w orld? Are you influenced by religious w orldview s?

Example questions:
C) Explain why worldviews are important.

C) Describe some of the common features of a religion.
C) Explain what makes a text holy.
B) Describe the different ways in which people experience 

God.
A) Define faith.

B) Describe the work of Mary's meals.
C) Explain how different communities are shaped by 
shared faith.

D) 'A religion is simply a set of beliefs that a person 
follows.'

Keywords

Worldview - a w ay of understanding and living in the

world. This may or may not be draw n from one or many

institutional w orldview s – for example, a religion like Islam.

Religion: A human beings' relation to that w hich they regard

special, holy, divine or w orthy of reverence.

Faith: Belief in the doctrines of a religion.

Theist - someone w ho believes in the existence of a God.

Atheist - someone w ho does not believe in the existence of a

God.

Agnostic - someone w ho is unsure and therefore renders no

opinion on w hether or not there is a God.

Revelation: A divine disclosure to humans.Proof: Evidence or argument establishing a fact or the truth of aStatement.

What are the Key Concepts in Religious 

Studies? Knowledge Organiser
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Judaism - Knowledge Organiser

Keywords:                                                                                

Torah: Meaning ‘The Law’ - the name of the Jewish Holy Book.                                                                                    

Covenant: An agreement made between God and his people.                                                                                

Patriarchs: the ‘Founding Fathers’ of Judaism                      

Mitzvot: Commandment                                                         

Kosher: Meaning ‘Fit’ or ‘Acceptable                                         

Seder Plate: A special plate containing symbolic foods eaten or 

displayed during Passover

Key concepts:

In this Unit, you w ill learn about the history of the Jew ish people as it is recorded in the Torah, and

how their ancient history shapes their beliefs and practices in the modern w orld. .

The Tower of Babel

‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make
a name for ourselves’ [Genesis 11:4] After the Flood, humankind had again begun to multiply

and fill the earth. They all spoke one language and understood one another w ell. The

tremendous strength that grew out of their organization and goodwill made them proud, and their

pride made them turn against God. They decided to build a tow er whichwas to reach to heaven, to

make them equal to God. God decided to curb their arrogance by stopping their ability to
understand one another. God confused the people by splitting them up into seventy different

nations and tribes, each w ith a language of its ow n, (hence the name Babel, meaning “confusion”).

The Covenants with the Patriarchs “I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac

and Jacob” [Exodus 3:6] The w ord covenant means agreement, such as a contract between two

people. Jews see their relationship w ith God as a covenant, or an agreement. They believe that
God asks them to do certain things, and in return he w ill take special care of them. The first

covenant began between God and the founder of the Jew ish people, Abraham. Abraham was the

f irst person to introduce the idea of monotheism, [belief in one God]. Due to Abraham keeping his

covenant, Sarah, his w ife, gave birth to their son, Isaac. God chose Isaac to inherit the covenant

directly from his father, and Isaac handed it on to his own son, Jacob. Therefore Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob are know n as Israel’s Patriarchs (meaning Founding Fathers). God establishes seals

his Covenants w ith a sign: For example, w ith Noah, it w as a rainbow, and with Abraham, it is

circumcision.

King David

David said, ‘The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will
save me from the hand of this Philistine.’ So Saul said to David, ‘Go, and may the Lord be with

you!’ [1 Samuel 17:37] King David

What does it mean to be ‘brave’ in faith? How would we respond if God asked us to do the

impossible? King David is celebrated by Jews today as a hero of war, prophecy and Biblical

Poetry - what can we learn fromhis example?

Moses, The Torah and Kosher Law

‘I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a

good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey’ [Exodus 3:8] Moses is chosen by God

to rescue the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt. and give them the Ten Commandments (The

Torah) on Mount Sinai. Kosher are special religious rules w ithin Judaism that deal w ith what is
permissible to eat according to Torah Law .

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am”

[Exodus 3:14]

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone

[Deuteronomy 6:4]

If you will only obey the Lord your God, by diligently observing all

his commandments that I am commanding you today, the Lord your

God will set you high above all the nations of the earth

[Deuteronomy 28:1]

Example questions:

a) What is Kosher? (2)

b) Describe a Brit Milah ceremony. (5)
c) Explain the importance of a Seder Meal. (8)

d) ‘The Passover is the most important Jewish Festival.’ Discuss. (15)
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Keywords:

Creation - the belief that God created everything ex-nihilo.
Sacrifice - giving up something for a ‘greater’ cause.

Kingdom - in reference to God, God’s realisation ofHis plan.
Sin - an immoral action/something which separates you from God.

Hermeneutics - the study of text interpretation.
Literal - when words mean what they appear to mean.
Metaphorical - when words have meaning beyond what they originally

appear to mean.

Example questions:

a) What does metaphorical mean? (2)

b) Describe the Christian creation story. (5)

c) Explain how, according to Christianity, sin entered the world? (8)

d) ‘Revelation is better than inspiration.’ Discuss. (15)

The Word of God; Inspiration and Revelation

What, exactly, is the Bible? How do we distinguish between revelation and inspiration? Is

one more ‘valuable’ than the other? Or, do w e need both to understand

scripture? Revelation is direct information from God. Inspiration is how revelation moves us

to action and self-expression. Can inspiration be a type of revelation?

Differing ways of Interpreting Biblical Writings

How do we interpret the Bible? Is a metaphorical interpretation (where words do not mean

what they appear to mean), alw ays, helpful? How do w e decide when to take literal

interpretation over a metaphorical one?

The Bible in Relation to Other Sources of Authority

In Christendom, there are a multitude of sources of authority. Do we esteem The Bible, the

Church, The Early Church Fathers, The Disciples? Or a less well-known source of authority

for some Christians: 'The Didatche'. Here, the disciples wrote: there are two ways, only one

leads to life. A Source of Authority is something Christians can use to guide their religious life.

Creation

The idea of creation is central in the commencing of the Biblical Narrative. ‘God knew you

before the creation of the world, and therefore with loving kindness drew you’ is a theme

which attempts to explain w hat can move an immovable God or encourage the same to

forgive sin, w ithout compromising His justice.

Sin

How we deal w ith our mistakes is an important life lesson; do w e, like Adam, blame others for

our mistakes: ‘it was the woman you gave me; she made me do it’ Some people think sin is

'anything that is wrong'. Others believe it is 'anything that leads you away from God'. Some

believe that these are one and the same thing.

Incarnation

The pinnacle of God’s love, in Christianity, is possible through the

incarnation. 'Incarnate' means God becomes human. How is this possible? Is this the same

as asking: can God create a square triangle?

Sacrifice

Can someone else take a punishment on my behalf? Is this in keeping w ith God’s

nature? For Christians, Jesus is the ultimate sacrif ice.

Kingdom

What is the Kingdom of God and how do I achieve it? How do we live this as part of our

lives?

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

The Book of Genesis.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said,

“Let there be light,” and there was light.

Maximilian Kolbe - ‘You are hers:Let yourself be led by the Immaculate’

Various Biblical sources including those from the Old

Testament and New Testament.

Bible Big Story 1 - Knowledge Organiser
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Bible Big Story 2 - Knowledge Organiser

Example questions:

a) What is a moral code? (2)

b) Describe your moral code. (5)
c) Explain why Christians celebrate Easter. (8)

d) ‘A metaphorical interpretation is the only way to 

understand the Bible’.  Discuss. (15)

“Bye, I’m off 

to the 

bank.”

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:
Matthew 19:16-30 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I
do to have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is

only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which
ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal,

You shall not bear false witness, Honour your father and mother, and, You shall love your

neighbour as yourself.” The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?”
Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and

you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went
away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the

kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly

astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this
is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left

everything and followed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in

the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last

first.

Saint Cyprian of Carthage : ‘outside the church there is no salvation’

Keywords

Hermeneutics - the study of text interpretation

Moral code - a series of beliefs about what is right and wrong.
Easter - remembering Christ’s crucifixion and celebration of his resurrection.
Agape - unconditional love

Key concepts:

How do we live out the Kingdom of God on earth?

‘The Kingdom of God is within you’. What might this mean? How do I
represent this kingdom?

What can we sacrifice for the Kingdom of God?

Christian love is a sacrificial love (agape = unconditional); this means
it is a love which gives, expecting nothing in return. Does sacrificial
love represent the Kingdom of God?

How can we create joy?
Religious Education at SMSJ is not just studied, but
experienced. How might we use our knowledge to create a better

world?

How do I avoid sin?
How can I avoid what I believe is immoral? What can I do to live a

good life? What does ‘a good life’ look like?
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Sikhism - Knowledge Organiser

Keywords:

Sikh: A sanskrit w ord meaning ‘Learner’                                                                                                  

Guru: Spiritual Guide or Teacher. For Sikhs, there have been ten human 

Gurus.

Five Ks: Five symbols w orn by Sikhs to show  their devotion.   

Khalsa: The company of fully ‘initiated’ or baptised Sikhs.    

Gurdwara: The Sikh place of w orship and home of the Guru Granth Sahib; 

the Sikh Holy Book.                                                                                            

Langar: The community kitchen w here everyone is served a meal regardless 

of their background or religion.   

Vaisakhi: The Sikh festival w here Sikhs celebrate the formation of the Khalsa.

Key concepts:

Who were the Gurus and What did they teach?

Guru means 'teacher' in Sanskrit. There were ten human Gurus, beginning w ith Guru Nanak, the

founder of Sikhism. The last Guru, Gobind Singh, established the Khalsa. Sikhs believe that the Guru
Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy text, is the 'Eternal and Everlasting Guru'.

What is the Khalsa?

The Khalsa was formed by the tenth and last human Guru Gobind Singh during the festival
of Vaisakhi in AD1699. It is a group into w hich committed Sikhs can be initiated to demonstrate their

devotion to their faith, and their w illingness to protect the innocent and defend religious freedom. The

Khalsa commemorates five volunteers who were prepared to offer their lives for Waheguru (God) and

Guru Gobind Singh. Their commitment is an example of Seva – a willingness to serve others without

thought for your own wellbeing. Sikhs can go through the Amrit ceremony once they are old enough to
understand the full commitment they are making. During the ceremony, hymns are recited from the

Sikh scripture, prayers are said, and the principles of Sikhism are aff irmed. Amrit is a mixture of sugar

and w ater that has been stirred with a double-edged sword. The candidates drink some of

the amrit from the same bowl, and have it sprinkled on their eyes and hair. There are readings from

the Guru Granth Sahib and an explanation of rules of Sikhism.

What are the ‘Five Ks’?

These are the five articles of faith which Khalsa (fully initiated) Sikhs wear all the time. The Kara: A

steel bangle, representing the eternity of Waheguru (God). Kirpan = A Sikh sword, symbolising
respect and justice. Kachera = A special pair of underwear, symbolising modesty. Kanga = A comb

that represents cleanliness Kesh = Uncut hair symbolising spiritual pow er.

What is the Gurdwara and why is it important for Sikhs?

The Gurdw ara is the 'Gatew ay to the Guru' - the Sikh place of w orship and the home of the Guru

Granth Sahib, the Sikh Holy Text. Worship in the gurdwara takes place in a hall called a diwan,

meaning 'court of a ruler' .Each morning the Guru Granth Sahib is carried in procession into the

diw an. The Guru Granth Sahib is covered with beautiful cloths. An attendant waves a decorative fan,

called a chauri, over it to purify the area before reading the scripture. Sikhs remove their shoes, cover
their heads and bow before the Guru Granth Sahib w hen they enter the room. They make an offering

of money or food for the gurdw ara's kitchen, w hich is know n as the Langar.

What do Sikhs believe aboutLife after Death?

For Sikhs, death is not the end. Through reincarnation, Sikhs build up good Karma and achieve Mukti
or ‘liberation’ w hich is the goal of Sikh believers - to achieve union w ith Waheguru (God).

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

“Of woman are we conceived, of woman are we born. To woman

are we betrothed and married. It is a woman who is a friend and

partner for life. It is woman who keeps the race going. How may

we think low of her of whom are born the greatest? From a woman

a woman is born: none may exist without a woman.

[Guru Granth Sahib Ji, p. 73]

“Only they are truly married who have one spirit in two bodies.”

[Guru Granth Sahib Ji, p. 788]

Example questions:

a) What is a Guru?  (2)

b) Describe how Sikhs respect the Guru Granth Sahib. (5)

c) Explain why Vaisakhi is important for Sikhs? (8)

d) ‘People should always be allowed to wear symbols of their faith.’ 

Discuss. (15)
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Key concepts:
How should we live?

Do religions provide survival guides for humans? Is a religious survival guide more

effective than a non-religious guide for living?

Should I follow a moral code?

The Bible contains lots of advice about how a person should live including Romans

12:9-21. Evaluate which advice is easiest and which is hardest to follow and why.

Many different religions have varying codes for living. Do religions all share these

core universal codes for living?

Do we need rules?

Do rules or a lack of rules develop a good sense of morality in a person? Are there

rules which must always be followed?

Having a faith: What difference does it make to living?

Does having faith give us hope that can’t be replicated by someone with a non-

religious worldview?

Does Belief in God help you to be Good?

The Parable of the Good Samaritan. Who are the key characters?

A traveller is robbed on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. Priest: For a priest,

religion was vocation. A priest led people in worship, conducted sacrifices of

atonement for their sins, and taught them God's word. Priests were supposed to

avoid impurity, including touching a dead body. A Levite. The descendants of Levi

were appointed as workers in the temple. Levites did more menial jobs and so

concerns over impurity would not have been as great. A good Samaritan, in the

mind of the Jews, was a contradiction in terms. "The Jews have no dealings with the

Samaritans" (John 4:9). The Samaritans were the enemies of the Jews.

What is spirituality?

What does spirituality mean? What does it mean to have a spiritual experience?

Does living in a religious community help a person live a good life?

Does being a nun help a person living a more spiritual li fe? Does living in a religious

community make it easier for a person to follow a moral code?

Keywords:
Moral Code:a series of beliefs about what is right and w rong

Deontological Ethics:The belief that there are certain rules which must
alw ays be followed.

Humanist: someone w ho believes in the moral code of humanism; w ho

maintains a natural philosophy (philosophy of science): only believe in

things that are provable.

Spirituality:the quality of being concerned with the human spirit or soul as
opposed to material or physical things

Awe:a feeling of respect mixed w ith fear or wonder

Wonder:a feeling of amazement and admiration, caused by something

beautiful, remarkable, or unfamiliar.

Example questions:
a) Define moral code. (2)
b) Describe the parable of the good Samaritan. (5)

c) Explain why rules are important. (8)
d) ‘If you live in a religious community it is easier to live a good life 

than if you don’t.’ Discuss. (15)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:
Mark 12:30-31 Love the Lord your God w ith all your heart and w ith all your

soul and w ith all your mind and w ith all your strength.’The second is this:

‘Love your neighbor as yourself .There is no commandment greater than
these.”

Leviticus 19:18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone

among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself.”

Matthew 7:12 (Golden Rule) So in everything, do to others what you

w ould have them do to you
1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.

But the greatest of these is love

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

How Should We Live? - Knowledge 

Organiser
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Emerging Developing Proficient Confident
Skilful and 

Accomplished

Learning 
intentions

I know some and sometimes 

uses religious and 

philosophical vocabulary.

I can demonstrate emerging 

knowledge of different 

beliefs.

I identify different beliefs and 

practices between 

religions.

I can identify sources of 

wisdom and authority.

I identify how religious and 

other views impact a person’s 
response to questions of 

human relationships, 
belonging, identity, society, 
values and commitments.

I can state a personal 
response to questions of 

meaning, purpose and truth 

and ethical issues.

I use a developing religious 

and philosophical vocabulary.

I demonstrate 

developing knowledge of a 

range of different beliefs and 

describe some alternative or 

different viewpoints

.

I describe the diversity of belief 

and practice within and 

between religions.

I link some sources of wisdom 

and authority to beliefs.

I describe how religious and 
other views impact a person’s 

response to questions of 

human relationships, 
belonging, identity, society, 
values and commitments.

I describe a personal response 
to questions of meaning, 

purpose and truth and ethical 
issues.

I use religious and philosophical 

vocabulary appropriately.

I demonstrate good knowledge of a 

range of different beliefs and explains 

some alternative or different 

viewpoints to create an argument.

I explains the diversity of belief and 

practice within and between religions.

I refer to relevant sources of wisdom 

and authority that underpin beliefs and 
describe different interpretations of 

these sources.

I explain how religious and other views 
impact a person’s response 

to questions of human relationships, 
belonging, identity, society, values and 

commitments.

I explain a personal response to 

questions of meaning, purpose and 
truth and ethical issues.

I use an increasingly wide religious and 

philosophical vocabulary.

I demonstrate detailed knowledge of a 

range of different beliefs and explains 

alternative or different viewpoints to 

create a justified argument.

I explain reasons for the diversity of belief 

and practice within and between religions.

I explain beliefs with reference to sources 
of wisdom and authority and explain 

different interpretations of these sources.

I evaluate religious and other views and 
explain the importance of these views for 

understanding questions of human 

relationships, belonging, identity, society, 
values and commitments, using 

appropriate evidence and examples.

I explain a detailed personal response to 
questions of meaning, purpose and truth 

and ethical issues.

I use a wide religious and philosophical 

vocabulary.

I demonstrate excellent, detailed 

knowledge of a broad range of different 

beliefs and explain alternative or different 

viewpoints to create a sophisticated, 

justified argument.

I explain and analyse reasons for the 
diversity of belief and practice within and 

between religions.

I analyse sources of wisdom and authority 
and explain different interpretations of 

these sources.

I evaluate the significance of religious and 
other views for understanding questions 

of human relationships, belonging, 

identity, society, values and 
commitments, using appropriate 

evidence and examples.

I articulate a detailed personal and critical 
response to questions of meaning, 

purpose and truth and ethical issues.

Religious Studies
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Religious Studies Assessment Questions 

Example a. Questions:

Define pluralism. (2)

What is meant by a covenant? 
(2)

Define incarnation. (2)
What is the Khalsa? (2)

How might you answer an a. 
question?

Give an example.
…………. means…

For example ………

OR

Add detail

…………….. is………
This means………….

How might you answer a c. 
question?

Use language to help you explain in 

detail.

Therefore…

This means …

….. because …….

This shows that ….

…..believe this because ...

This belief is important because….

Try to explain 4 points.

Example d. Questions:

‘All religions are really saying 
the same thing’.  Discuss this 
statement. (15)

‘There is only one true 

religion.’  Discuss this 
statement. (15)

How might you answer a d. 
question?

See the advice on the following 
page.

Example c. questions:

Explain how sikhs might try to 
live a moral life. (8)

How might you answer a b. 
question?

Describe in detail the practice 

or belief. 

First, ...

Second, ...

Third, ….

Also,….
Finally, ...

Example b. Questions:

Describe God. (5)

Describe a gurdwara. (5)
Describe the creation story. (5)

Describe the crucifixion of 
Jesus. (5)
Describe Brit Mila. (5)
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Answering a (d) question

P…. make a point
Christians/Muslims/ Humanists/Atheists/ Other people may agree/disagree w ith 
this statement because …

Another argument may be ….

Furthermore…..

Additionally…

Moreover…..
In contrast…..

Conversely...

Similarly...

Likew ise….

E…. explain the point fully
This means that …
This show s that ….

….because…

Due to this……

Christians/Muslims believe this because ….

E.......evaluate
This view  is w eak/strong because …
This argument is f law ed/sound because …

This argument is valid/invalid because …

This perspective is convincing/unconvincing because …

This view  can/cannot be easily challenged because...

Read the 

statement 

carefully and 

then begin 

thinking of 

arguments 

that agree 

and disagree 

with the 

statement.

Agree Disagree

P........make a point

E........explain the 
point fully (include 

religious

vocabulary,  
teachings and where 

possible link to 
sources of wisdom 

and authority)

E.......evaluate the 
validity or strength of 

the
point

P........make a point

E........explain the 
point fully (include 

religious

vocabulary,  
teachings and where 

possible link to 
sources of wisdom 

and authority)

E.......evaluate the 
validity or strength of 

the point

Conclusion

In conclusion…..

There is no set number of arguments you should 

include in you answer. Your argument does not 

have to be balanced. This means you don’t have 

to have the same number of arguments on each 

side.  But, there must be two sides of an 

argument.  Normally, you should spend 15 

minutes answering any discussion question.

R
e

ligio
u

s Stu
d

ie
s Year 7

 K
n

o
w

led
ge O

rgan
iser



How will I be assessed in Religious Studies?

Literacy

How you write and talk about religious 

beliefs and practices.

Facts and Explanation

Using knowledge of beliefs and practices 

to develop an argument. 

Diversity 

Ability  to explain the diversity of belief 

and practice within and between 

religions and analyse reasons for this 

diversity.

Sources of Wisdom

Ability to analyse sources of wisdom and 

authority and explain different 

interpretations of these sources.

Evaluation

Ability to evaluate the significance of 

different beliefs and evaluate the  

impact of belief on a person’s lifestyle 

and views.

Personal Response

Ability to explain a detailed personal 

response.

Use religious vocabulary when you write about about religious beliefs and 

practices.

The reason for this is…….../ Therefore…………./ This is because ………..

This belief differs/is similar to ……../Other …………… may argue that …./The 

reason for these different beliefs/practices is……../ A contrasting perspective is….

…….. believe this because …../ This belief is held by ………… because …../   

Some ….. disagree because they interpret ………. differently …./ The reasons 

for these different interpretations of ………… are ….. 

This is a strong/weak argument because….../ This is a significant/insignificant 

belief because …./ This belief is more important than ………….. because …….

In conclusion…………………. this is because ….

In my opinion………………… I believe this because …....
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d) ‘All of the 5 K’s are of equal importance to Sikhs.’ Discuss

Some Sikhs would disagree with this 

because the fact that Sikhs don’t cut their 
hair means someone can see if they are a 

Sikh or not. Other Sikhs would disagree 

and argue that Kara is important because it 
reminds them about what God is like.

Some Sikhs would disagree with this because Kesh (uncut 

hair) is a visible sign that someone is a Sikh and member of the 
Khalsa. It is important because it shows that a Sikh is proud of 

their religion. Other Sikhs would disagree and argue the Kara 

(bracelet) is more important because the Kara reminds them 
that God has no beginning or end.

Some Sikhs would disagree with this because Kesh (uncut hair) is a visible sign that someone is a 

Sikh and member of the Khalsa. Kesh is important because it reminds Sikhs that they have 
dedicated themselves to live a simple life and to not obsess about their appearance. Therefore, 

Kesh would prompt Sikhs to serve and consider others before themselves. Other Sikhs may 

disagree and argue the Kara (bracelet) is more important because it reminds them that God is 
eternal (has no beginning or end.) However, this is a less convincing argument because the Kara is 

a less obvious sign of commitment because it is small and could be hidden behind clothing. 

Developing Proficient

Confident 

Religious vocabulary is not consistently 
used.
The student describes why a believer 

performs a religious practice.

Religious vocabulary 
is used 

appropriately.

The student explains 

why religious 
practices are 

important.

An increasingly wide religious vocabulary is used.
The student explains in detail why practices are important.
The student explains how the religious practice would impact the actions of a believer.

The student evaluates different arguments.
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(d) Model Answer
(This student achieved skilful and accomplished.)

d) ‘All of the 5 K’s are of equal importance to Sikhs.’ Discuss

… - use of keywords

… - structure

Some Sikhs believe all the 5Ks are of equal importance.  This is because each of the 5Ks carries a significance within sikhism and Guru 

Gobind Singh commanded members of the Khalsa to wear all of the 5 K’s. This is a good argument because  they must all be worn in 
order that a Sikh shows their devotion to the Khalsa.  Each one helps a Sikh to remember a different aspect of their commitment to the 

Khalsa. 

However, other sikhs might argue that the kirpan is the most important of the 5Ks because it represents the key aspect of sikhism: sewa

(selfless sacrifice); in sikhism, sikhs are expected to serve others.  The kirpan is a symbol of being willing to defend the weak and 
administer justice to victims. This is a good argument because it emphasises the service to others that the Gurus showed: for example, 

the actions of Bhai Kanhaiya.

Other sikhs may argue that the kara is the most important of the 5Ks because it is a constant reminder of the eternal nature of waheguru.  

None of the other 5Ks are a circle.  However, the kachera serves as a daily reminder of chastity and makes demands on the individual to 
be honorable and faithful to waheguru, which shows it could be argued that this is instead more important; there is little point in believing 

in waheguru if you live life in a bad manner; you’d still accrue negative karma.

Finally, the kanga could also be argued to be the most important because it represents keeping a tidy appearance and shows that 

religion concerns the physical as well as the metaphysical.  However, the kesh could be more important because it shows that sikhs
should not care too much about physical matters.  This is a good argument because the kesh helps balance the kanga, while the kanga 

is used to take care of the kesh.

In conclusion, I think all of the 5Ks are of equal importance because each represents something to sikhs.  Someone might disagree with 

me because sewa is very important in sikhism.  However, I don’t think that you need to have a kirpan to serve others.  Bhai Kanhaiya’s 
sewa was carried out with water.
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