
Neale House Campus, Prothero Gardens, Hendon, NW4 3SL 
Bennett House Campus, Sunningfields Road, Hendon, NW4 4QR 
Stamford Raffles Campus, Downage, Hendon, NW4 1AB 

 

 

St Mary’s and St John’s CE School 
 

 “With God, all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26) 
 

                                                                                                                          Telephone: 020 8202 0026  
                                                                                                                           Email: office@smsj.london 

Website: www.smsj.london 
 

Principal: Martin Serrão   BA, MEd (Camb) 

 
 
October 2022 
 

Year 7 Newsletter 
 
Dear Year 7 Parents/Carers, 
 
As we head towards our first half term break of this academic year, I wanted to let you know how Year 7 
has been going so far. It has certainly been a busy start to the year, and I have enjoyed getting to know 
the cohort more closely. They are working hard and are generally demonstrating a positive attitude to 
their learning, as evidenced by the 15,853 achievement points amassed by Year 7 to date! We have 
already held two Rewards Breakfasts and look forward to celebrating with more students as the year 
progresses. 
 
I am pleased that I can report on many positive events. Our sports teams have been very successful, with 
wins for the football team and excellent play from our netball team. Clubs have also been very well 
attended, and Year 7 students have benefited from a variety of enrichment activities such as Art Club, 
Year 7 Choir, Trampolining Club, DT Club and History Film Club. Choir is sounding wonderful, and our 
Year 8 band has been treating us to live music in Year 7 Collective Worship, inspiring some of our own 
musicians to join in with this in the future. I would love to hear from our musicians who would like this 
opportunity. We have a lot of talent at SMSJ! More clubs will start after half term, so please do keep 
your eye out for more information.  
 
We very much enjoyed our Global Citizenship Day, and were so impressed with those students who 
came to school dressed in their cultural dress. They looked wonderful and made our school community 
look vibrant and beautiful.  
 
SMSJ has continued to focus on the skill of Oracy within our curriculum, and you will have noticed that 
lots of the homework this half term has been designed to develop articulate and confident speakers. 
Please do ask your children to explain their learning to you, as this will reinforce what we are doing on 
school. Further details about what your child is studying this year can be found here. 
 
Ambassador elections were held early in the term, and it was wonderful to be able to award Wisdom, 
Service and Hope ties to the new team in Collective Worship last week. SMSJ takes Student Voice very 
seriously and we will be working closely with these students in their various roles - curriculum, charity, 
worship and equality. The Ambassador Team will be led by Head Students from Year 12, elections for  
 

https://www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk/948/curriculum-3
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which are currently underway. Your child may also mention older students helping in their lessons, or  
during their break times, as all Year 12 students help within the SMSJ community and sign up to assist in 
various ways. 
 
Outside of the curriculum we have been focusing on punctuality, a vital life skill. If your child arrives after 
8.45am they will be marked as late and will attend a late detention on the same day. Often, when I am 
talking to those rushing in late, they mention public transport or the roads, and we have a conversation 
about leaving 15 minutes earlier so that they arrive less stressed and in time to hear all the important 
messages for the day. The school building opens for students from 8.30am, and it would be ideal if most 
students aimed to be outside for that time. That way they naturally give themselves a 15-minute cushion 
if the traffic is heavy. 
 
We have also been working hard to make sure that all students and parents/carers can access their 
ClassCharts accounts. We use this system to post homework tasks and important announcements, and it 
helps families to manage their time for homework effectively. Please do let your child’s PAM know if you 
cannot access your account and we can reissue a code and logging in instructions. 
 
You may well have queries or feedback to give to us. In the first instance please contact your child's 
PAM: 
 
7A c.adamou@smsj.london 
7D o.doman@smsj.london 
7E p.stiff@smsj.london 
7F l.gudgeon@smsj.london 
7L j.osullivan@smsj.london 
7N z.al-naseri@smsj.london 
 
I can be contacted on f.mcginnis@smsj.london, as can the Assistant Head of Year on 
j.james@smsj.london. 
 
If you do need to renew any uniform or add to PE kit over the break you can find our full list here. 
 
If you are a fan of social media, please do follow us on Twitter @SMSJ_London as this is updated every 
day with what is going on in school. 
 
I hope that you have a restful half term and look forward to seeing your children on Wednesday 2nd 
November. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
Ms F McGinnis 
Head of Year 7 and Transition 
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