
Year 6 SATs Workshop
Thursday 21st April 2022



Aims of today's session

• To recap the SATs schedule

• To outline the format and in-school expectations for the SATs

• To consider the best ways to support children's well-being during this period

• To look at example question types and strategies for answering them

• To outline and clarify assessment for writing

• To answer any questions and allay any concerns around SATs for both pupils and parents!



When are the SATs?

•
Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling – Paper 1 (45 minutes)

Spellings – Paper 2 (no set time)

•
Reading (1 hour)

•
Maths Paper 1 – Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Maths Paper 2 – Reasoning & Problem Solving (40 minutes)

•
Maths Paper 3 – Reasoning & Problem Solving (40 minutes)



What is the format?

• Most children will sit the tests in the classroom, with their teacher invigilating.

• Some students will work in smaller groups in other rooms with support staff.

• All tests are completed in full, formal test conditions.

• Pupils are spaced out sufficiently, but it is important to ensure full focus on their own work 

only and not make any attempts to communicate with anyone other than raising their 

hand to get an adult's attention.

• Adults can read the questions to the children (except in the Reading test) but not give any 

kind of help or explanation of what they have read. Adults may prompt and encourage 

students, without assisting relating to content.

• Children are encouraged to go to the toilet before so as not to lose any time

• If pupils finish early, they need to use the time to go back and check their work. No books 

or drawing pads (etc.) are permitted at their desk to fill any time at the end.



What support can be given other than revision and 

practice?

• Sleep! Over the next few weeks, in particular, please ensure children are going to 

bed at a sensible time and ideally not having too much screen time prior to this.

• Being active - lots of fresh air and exercise whenever possible, good for the mind 

and body!

• Relaxing - we don't want anyone to 'burn out' in preparation for SATs. A balance is 

key. The next few weeks may see a little more work at home than normal but keep 

it in manageable chunks and set aside time which is for nothing school related 

whatsoever.

• Communication - discuss any worries or concerns and if in any doubt, contact Mr 

Dalziel or a member of the Year 6 team who will have answers!



Reading

• The Reading test is 1 hour long. 

The children complete the answers in one booklet and have a separate reading booklet 

with all the information in. This always comprises of three texts. Generally, this will be a 

short story, a non-fiction text and a poem.

Each section should take approx. 20 minutes to read and answer the questions. Children 

are encouraged to read one section at a time, then complete the questions for this before 

moving on.

The text in the reading booklets can be underlined/circled as needed.

To deduce the meaning of any unknown vocabulary, children need to look at words in the 

context of the sentence they are in and use prior knowledge to attempt to decode.







Maths

• There are 3 tests.

Arithmetic is 30 minutes long and the two Reasoning & Problem-Solving papers are 40 

minutes long.

The arithmetic paper is number only questions with no words. Most questions are one mark 

but for some two step problems, they are worth two marks.

The questions on the Reasoning & Problem-Solving papers are word problems, and some 

have up to 3 steps to work through to reach the answer.









Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar (SPaG)

Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling (GPS)

• SPaG or GPS are the same thing – as above!

The test is in two parts.

45 minutes of grammar and punctuation questions, many multiple choice, with a total of 50 

marks. Most questions are worth 1 mark and are short answer.

The spelling element is a 20-word test which is read by the adult invigilating. The words are 

read in isolation, then in a sentence, then repeated again. There is no time limit to the spelling 

test and words can be repeated multiple times.







Writing

• There is no writing 'test'

• Teacher judgements are made based on evidence in the children's books and set against the 

national teacher assessment framework.

• We are producing a range of extended pieces of writing this time across a breadth of writing 

styles. These will include – letters, monologues, narrative writing and information writing.

• Please discuss writing tasks in class at home and encourage your child to explain some of the 

features and skills they need to us.

• If children know their specific writing targets (teachers will share these), additional practice at 

home may help them to apply these skills in extended writing pieces in class which will be 

used for end of year evidence.







Any questions?


