
True religion is real living; living with all one's soul, with all one's goodness and 
righteousness. - Albert Einstein
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Issues of Relationships

Issues of - Life and Death

What are the sacraments?
How do Christians practice their faith?
How does someone ‘become’ a  Christian?
Atonement - what does i t really mean?
How do Christians evangelise?

What i s ‘the sanctity of life'?
What i s ‘the quality of life'?
How do people describe creation?
What are the beginning of life and end of life practices?
How can we be good stewards?

What is ‘a family’?
How do people manage their relationships?
Where can people go to find guidance on 
relationships?
Are there gender roles in rel igious worship?
What are our responsibilities?
Why do we

Year

10

Analysing progress

What do Christians ‘do’?
What sources of authority can I use to 
understand Christian practices?
How important is the Eucharist to Chris tian 
l i fe?

Is  there an afterlife?
How do people conduct funerals?
What do Humanists believe?

Analysing 
progress

Analysing progress

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing



Forms of Worship -Sacraments Key concepts:

Forms of Worship: Worship expresses adoration and praise for God. Liturgical

worship follows a set structure which is more or less the same every time.

Examples include the celebration of the Eucharist in the Catholic and Anglican

churches. Informal worship doesn’t have a set structure and is more spontaneous

than liturgical worship, using modern technology and contemporary music. It is a

popular style of worship in Evangelical Christianity. Individual worship takes

place alongside worshipping in a church building. Examples of this include silent

meditation, bible study, and rosary prayer.

Prayer: Jesus taught his disciples how to pray by giving them The Lord’s Prayer. It

is the model of Christian prayer, which is about developing a personal relationship

with God. Prayer takes many forms: Set prayers are found in liturgical worship,

extemporaneous prayers are unwritten and impulsive and informal prayers often

use everyday, informal language to speak with God.

Sacraments: The two Sacraments you will need to study in detail are Baptism and

the Eucharist. Both are Christian Rites (a ritual practice with symbolic meaning)

Baptism is a water ritual that allows people membership of a christian church. The

Eucharist is a sacred (holy) meal in which christians share bread and wine to

remember Christ’s body and blood sacrificed on the cross. Catholics believe there

are seven sacraments, whereas most Protestants only recognise baptism and the

eucharist as given directly by Jesus. Sacraments are normally celebrated by an

ordained minister or priest in a church, but can take place elsewhere.

Diversity of Belief: Different denominations have differing views about Baptism and

the Eucharist. For example, Catholics and Anglicans will baptise babies, whereas

Baptists will only baptise adults who have made a mature decision to believe

(believer’s baptism). For the Eucharist, Catholics believe Jesus is literally present

in the bread and wine of the Eucharist (transubstantiation), whereas many

Protestants such as Lutherans reject this and argue that Jesus is either spiritually

present (consubstantiation) or as Baptists believe just remembered (memoralism)

in the act of sharing bread and wine.

Keywords:                                                                                      

Rites of Passage: Important stages in the life of a Christian 

Baptism: A church service which welcomes a baby or adult into the Christian 

faith                                                                      

Eucharist: Meaning ‘Thanksgiving’. An example of liturgical w orship. Other 
names include ‘The Lord’s Supper’ and ‘The Mass’  Denomination: A term 

used to describe different churches. For example: Catholic, Protestant, 

Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran

Example questions:

b) Describe a celebration of baptism. (5)

b) Describe a christian baptism. (5)

d) ‘The Eucharist is the most important Christian Sacrament’ Discuss this 

statement show ing that you have considered more than one point of 

view .(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) (15)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Baptism: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. [Matthew
28:16-20]

Eucharist: For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. [1 Corinthians 11:26]

Prayer: But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these

to w orship him. [John 4:23]
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Pilgrimage and Celebrations

Keywords:                                                                             

Monk: A man who lives in a monastery and has taken vows 

(promises) of poverty, chastity, and obedience.                      

Miracle: An unexplained event, connected to God, which 

breaks the rules of nature.                                                                 

Ecumenical: Representing or promoting unity between 

different Christian denominations. 

Key concepts:

Celebrations are festivals which commemorate (remember) an important event in

Christianity. Festivals help Christians to focus their worship, and is often

accompanied by special devotions (rituals and prayers) and church services. You

will need to study the festivals of Christmas and Easter in detail. Almost all

Christian denominations will celebrate these festivals in some particular way.

Christmas is the yearly celebration of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem (also called his

Nativity). At Christmas, Christians give thanks for the Incarnation, which is belief

that God takes on flesh in the person of Jesus by coming into the world as a baby.

Easter is the most important Christian celebration as it remembers the events of the

last week (called Holy Week) of the life of Jesus. The celebrations focus on the

death of Jesus on the cross on Good Friday and his miraculous Resurrection on

Easter Sunday. Christians believe Jesus’ death was an act of Salvation which

saved humanity from the consequences of sin and evil and brought an Atonement

between God and humanity - healing the rift caused by human wrongdoing.

Pilgrimage is a journey taken by a pilgrim with a religious purpose to a sacred

(holy) place or Shrine (associated with a holy person or event). The two places of

Christian pilgrimage you will need to study in detail are Walsingham and Taizé.

The Shrine of Walsingham is found in the county of Norfolk. For 1000 years,

Christians have journeyed to the shrine at Walsingham to pray at a replica of the

Holy House of Nazareth, where Mary was told by the Angel Gabriel that she was to

give birth to Jesus [Incarnation: Matthew 1:18-25]. Both Catholic and Anglican

Christians continue to go on pilgrimage here.

Taizé is a Christian monastic community and place of pilgrimage founded by

Brother Roger in 1940. The monastery is made up of monks who come from many

different Christian denominations, making it an ecumenical community. By bringing

together different Christian denominations the Taizé community promotes

understanding, cooperation and reconciliation. It is a popular place of pilgrimage

with young people.

Example questions:

c) Explain w hy pilgrimage to Taize is important to Christians. (8)

d) ‘Easter is the important important Christian Festival.’ Discuss this 

statement show ing that you have considered more than one point of 
view .(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) (15)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Pilgrimage: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where

is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him

homage.’ [Matthew 2:1-2]

Christmas: ‘For a child has been born for us, a son given to

us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God … Prince of Peace.’

[Isaiah 9:6]

Easter: ‘...Christ died for our sins in accordance with the

scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on

the third day in accordance with the scriptures’ [1

Corinthians 15:3-4]
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Christianity in Britain and the church in the local community
The worldwide church

Keywords:                                                                              

Census: A survey taken to find out information about a 

country’s population.                                                                         

Evangelism: Preaching (sharing) the Gospel to others with 

the intention of converting them to Christianity.                            

Mission: The activities of a religious organisation to go into 

the world and spread the faith.

Persecution: Persistently cruel treatment of a person or 

community, often due to their religion or belief                                 

Key concepts:

Christianity in Britain: Many people in modern Britain reject traditional Christian

teachings as out of date or irrelevant. The 2011 census shows a decline in the

number of UK citizens identifying as a Christian. UK Society has become religiously

pluralistic (many religions represented in the population).

Christianity in the Local Community: Alongside Sunday worship, church buildings

host a variety of activities. For example: food banks, emergency shelters, coffee

mornings, youth clubs, creche facilities. These activities support people in the local

community, and further the mission of the Church to show God’s love in the world.

The Christian roots of Britain’s Laws, Festivals, and Traditions: Christianity has

been present in Britain for almost 2000 years. Christian teachings are embedded in

English Law, festivals, and traditions. The Church of England (Anglican) is the

‘Established’ or ‘Official’ Church. Anglican Bishops (leaders) hold central roles in

the UK Government (House of Lords) and national life (The Coronation, Civic

Ceremonies and Acts of Remembrance). National calendars are shaped by

Christian festivals, with Public Holidays at Christmas and Easter. In modern Britain,

members of other faiths or non-religious traditions may take time off to

celebrate their own festivals. For example: Eid al-Fitr (Islam) or the Notting Hill

Carnival (diversity celebration)

Mission, Evangelism, Church Growth: Whilst some churches in the UK (Catholic,

Anglican) have seen a decline in church attendance, others (evangelical and

charismatic) have grown. Overall, however, The Christian population is growing

around the world.

The work of Tearfund and Open Doors: The charities are an example of

Christian belief in action. Tearfund helps the poor. Open Doors assists

Christians experiencing persecution around the world.

The Ecumenical Movement was started by Protestant Christians in the 19th

century to bring together various denominations into unity. The World Council of

Churches was founded in 1948 to work for this. Every year there is a Week of

Prayer for Christian Unity.

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Evangelism, Mission and Church Growth: Jesus said to 

him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me. [John 14:6]

2011 UK Census: 59.3% Christian, 4.8% Muslim, 25.1% No 

Religion 

The work of Tearfund: “You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.” [Matthew 22:39]

World Council of Churches: ‘A worldwide fellowship of 

churches seeking unity … sharing the Gospel together … 

making connections.’ 

Example questions:

c) Explain the social role of the Church in the local community. (8)

c) Explain w hy Christians evangelize. (8)

d) ‘Christianity in Britain is on the decline’ Discuss this statement show ing 

that you have considered more than one point of view .(You must refer to 

religion and belief in your answ er.) (15)
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Roles of Men and Women, Marriage & Adultery 

Keywords:

Key concepts:
Roles of men and women in the family
In the past Christians and Muslims held traditional views of the role of men and w omen. The views were

patriarchal (a family or society controlled by men.)

What have familiesgo to do with religion?
Christians and Muslims believe the family is the place where religious belief is taught. Parents have a

responsibility to: take their children to places of worship, teach them about sacred texts, how to pray,

how to celebrate festivals and to understand rites of passage.

The Nature and Purpose of Marriage
Marriage is God given, the best basis for raising children and a lifelong commitment. For Christians,

marriage is a sacrament, a gift and a part of God’s creation. Marriage is about tw o becoming one flesh.

Christian w edding ceremony: sermon, vow s, exchange of rings, prayers, Bible readings.

For Muslims, marriage is the ideal, a gift and the basis of family life. Muslim w edding ceremony: mahr,

nikah, sermon, prayers, w alima.
Tw elver Shi’a Temporary unannounced marriage: nikah & mahr but the marriage is only for a limited

period of time.

Issues raised by inter-faith marriage
Dietary rules, gender roles, moral issues, festivals, the raising of children in a particular religion, family

acceptance of the relationship.

Adultery:
Christianity: Ten commandments, marriage = sacrament, destroys relationship, harms the family,

marriage = sexually exclusive.

Islam: Breaks vows, harmful to the ummah, theft of the w orse possible sort, the Qur’an teaches it is

w rong.

Example questions:
a) What is meant by ‘vow s’ in a religious marriage ceremony? (2)

a) What is meant by responsibilities? (2)
b) Describe the importance of marriage ceremonies for religious believers. (5)

c) Explain w hy families are important in a faith community. (8)

d) ‘Inter-faith marriage causes too many problems.’ Discuss this statement show ing that you have 

considered more than one point of view .(You must refer to religion and belief in your answ er.) (15)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Mark 10: 6-8 God ‘made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his w ife, and the two will

become one flesh.’

Hadith Sahih Bukhari 9:89:252 Allah's Apostle said, "Surely! Everyone of

you is a guardian and is responsible for his charges:...........; a man is the
guardian of his family (household) and is responsible for his subjects; a

woman is the guardian of her husband's home and of his children and is

responsible for them…."

Qur'an 30:21 And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves
mates that you may find tranquility in them; and He placed betw een you

affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people w ho give thought.
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Divorce, Sex & Contraception

Keywords:

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:
Matthew 19:8-9 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted y ou to div orce y our wiv es because

y our hearts were hard. But it was not this way f rom the beginning. I tell y ou that

any one who div orces his wif e, except f or sexual immorality , and marries another

woman commits adultery .

Mark 10:9 Theref ore what God has joined together, let no one separate.

Qur'an 4:35 And if y ou fear dissention between the two, send an arbitrator f rom his

people and an arbitrator f rom her people. If they both desire reconciliation, Allah will

cause it between them.

Qur’an And if a woman f ears ill usage or desertion on the part of her husband, there

is no blame on them if they eff ect a reconciliation between themselv es, and

reconciliation is better...

Qur'an 17:32 And do not approach unlawf ul sexual intercourse. Indeed, it is ev er an

immorality and is ev il as a way .

Example questions:
a) Define contraception. (2)
b) Describe the purpose of sex for religious believers. (5)

c) Explain from two religions, or two religious traditions, beliefs 
about divorce. (8)

d)’Sex outside marriage is always wrong.’ Discuss this statement 
showing that you have considered more than one point of 
view.(You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.) (15)

Key concepts:

Divorce:
Christianity: The Catholic Church does not recognise divorce because of biblical teachings.
Therefore, remarriage not possible. Catholics may apply for an annulment or separate.

Anglicans accept divorce. Some argue that it is the most loving thing & Jesus allowed
divorce in some circumstances, e.g adultery. Remarriage permitted.

Islam: Reconciliation should be sought first, divorce = last resort, waiting period (iddah)
Prophet Muhammad said that ‘of all the things which have been permitted divorce is the
most hated by Allah.’

Arranged Marriage:
Practiced by some Muslims - parents choose a suitable partner for their daughter or son.

Purpose of Sex:
Muslims and Christians argue that promiscuity is wrong. Sex is a gift from God, for the

purpose ofprocreation, companionship and is an expression of love.
Christianity: sex should generally occur within marriage (some liberal Christians may agree
with sex outside of marriage if the couple are committed and plan to mary in the future) - gift

from God, sacred, children should ideallybe born within a family.
Islam: sex only within marriage. Sex is an act of worship, Qur’an warns about sex outside of

marriage, sexoutside ofmarriage maylead to promiscuity.

Contraception:
Christianity: Roman Catholics: artificial & natural contraception, Thomas Aquinas, Natural
Law (5 primary precepts) the second of which is reproduction. Contraception is wrong

because it goes against Natural Law.
Other Christians: In some circumstances contraception is moral - stops STI’s, responsible

family planning, most loving option, sex is not just for procreation.
Islam: Withdrawal method used during the time of Muhammad, contraception acceptable if it
does not harm the body and both husband and wife consent.
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Key concepts:

Same-sex Relationships:
Christianity: The Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches are opposed to homosexual

marriages because the Bible teaches that practicing homosexuality is wrong. How ever, some

Protestants argue the Bible must be interpreted in the context in which it was written and that such

verses are no longer relevant today.

Islam: All types of Islam forbid same sex marriage; and, therefore, teach that sex should only be

betw een the husband and w ife. The Qur’an teaches that practicing homosexuality is w rong.

Roles of men and women in worship and authority:
Christianity: Some Christians argue women should not be priests &/or in positions of authority: disciples were all men,

Bible (Timothy ) indicates that women should not hav e authority ov er men. Other Christians argue women can be

priests: in Jesus’ time it was normal f or men to take up positions of authority - society is diff erent now, Jesus’ actions

show that he respected women, Parable of Good Samaritan teaches that y ou shouldn’t discriminate, all created in

image of God, Galatians suggests that gender is irrelev ant as long as y ou hav e f aith.

Islam:

Most Muslims believ e women should not be Imams: traditionally a male role, men would be distracted in pray er,

passages f rom the Qur’an suggest men should hav e authority ov er women.Some Muslims believ e women can be

Imams: Muslims are against discrimination, two of Muhammad’s wiv es led pray ers, an Imam simply needs to be a good

Muslim.

Same-sex Relationships & Roles of Men and Women in 

Worship and Authority

Keywords:

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Qur'an 7:80-81 And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, “Do y ou commit

such immorality as no one has preceded y ou with f rom among the worlds? Indeed, y ou

approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, y ou are a transgressing

people.”

Qur’an 40:40 Whoev er does an ev il deed will not be recompensed except by the like

thereof ; but whoev er does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a

believ er – those will enter Paradise, being giv en prov ision therein without account.

Leviticus 20:13 13 If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a

woman, both of them hav e done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their

blood will be on their own heads.

1 Timothy 1: 8-10 8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly . We also

know that the law is made not f or the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels….. f or

the sexually immoral, f or those practising homosexuality...— and f or whatev er else is

contrary to the sound doctrine.

1 Timothy 2:11-12 A woman should learn in quietness and f ull submission. I do not

permit a woman to teach or to assume authority ov er a man; she must be quiet.

1 Corinthains 9-11 Do y ou not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of

God? Do not be deceiv ed! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes,

sodomites, thiev es, the greedy , drunkards, rev ilers, robbers—none of these will inherit

the kingdom of God. And this is what some of y ou used to be. But y ou were washed,

y ou were sanctif ied, y ou were justif ied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the

Spirit of our God.

Galatians 3:27-29 For all of y ou who were baptised into Christ hav e clothed

y ourselv es with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slav e nor f ree, nor is

there male and f emale, f or y ou are all one in Christ Jesus. If y ou belong to Christ, then

y ou are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Example questions:

a) What is meant by gender equality? (2)

b) Describe the roles of men and women in worship. (5)

c) From two religions, or two different religious traditions, explain attitudes to same-

sex relationships. (8)

d) ‘Women and men should have equal roles in worship.’ ’Discuss this statement 

showing that you have considered more than one point of view.(You must refer to 

religion and belief in your answer.) (15)
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Key concepts:

Diverse Christian and Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes about the accounts of the origin of

the universe:

The traditions of Christianity and Islam are based on the belief that there is one, all-powerful creator God

who is the source of all life. Their creation stories, which are found in their holy books, all tell of a unique
creation event at the beginning of time, w hen life sprang into existence from nothing at the command of

God

The relationship between Christian, Islamic and non-religious views of creation and the extent to
which they conflict

Christianity: God created everything ex-nihilo (from nothing). Humans are a part of this creation and are

made in the image of God, to grow into the likeness of God.

Islam: Allah created everything w ith his w ill. Humans are created to w orship Allah.

Non-religious: Big Bang Theory.

StephenHawking's view of the Big Bang

In the tw entieth century scientists began to look beyond the earth to space for an explanation of how the

world w as created. In 1965, the Big Bang theory became the accepted explanation for the origin of the
universe.

'Humanists for a Better World'

Humanists for a better world (H4BW) is a humanist group which was set up in 2011. It aims to create
netw orks for Humanists to share ideas about the need to be active in campaigning on issues such as

peace and international cooperation, global justice, climate change and the environment. They argue

that the future of the world is in our hands and if we do not act now we will do irreparable damage to the

planet.

Christian, Islamic and non-religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes on the Keywords

The World

Keywords:
Dominion - power over x; with a responsibility to protect it

Steward - someone w ho looks after something w hile the boss is aw ay

‘Environmental Responsibility’ - taking responsibility for caring for 

creation

‘Environmental Sustainability’ - acting in such a w ay which carbon 
neutral

Global Citizenship - seeing the entire w orld as part of your community

Fitra - original disposition (in Arabic)

Khalifah - ‘Stew ard’ (in Arabic)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:
Genesis 1 and 2

Genesis 1:28 “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish

in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.

Psalm 8:6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands;
you put everything under their feet.

Qur'an 36:81 Is not He who created the heavens and the earth

able to create the likes of them? Yes, [it is so]; and He is the
Knowing Creator.

Qur’an 7:54 Indeed, your Lord is Allah who created the heavens
and the earth in six days and then established himself above the

throne. He covers the night with the day, [another night] chasing it
rapidly; and [He created] the sun, moon, and the stars, subjected
by His command. Unquestionably, His is the creation and the

command; blessed is Allah,Lord of the worlds.

Example questions:
a) What is a stew ard? (2)
b) Describe the Christian creation story. (5)

c) From tw o religions, or tw o different religious traditions, explain attitudes to environmental 

sustainability. (8)

d) ‘Humans are stew ards of creation’.’ Discuss this statement show ing that you have considered more 

than one point of view . (You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs, such as those held by 
Humanists and Atheists, in your answ er). (15)
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Example questions:
a) What is an abortion? (2)

b) Describe the theory of evolution. (5)

c) From tw o religions, or tw o different religious traditions, explain attitudes tow ards the sanctity of life. (8)

d) ‘Quality of life is the most important consideration.’ Discuss this statement show ing that you have 

considered more than one point of view . (You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs, such as 

those held by Humanists and Atheists, in your answ er). (15)

Key concepts:

Diverse Christian and Islamic beliefs, teachings and attitudes toward the origin and

sanctity of human life
Human life has intrinsic value because it is created by God. God is the source of all life and as life comes from

God, it is sacred.

Diverse Christian and Islamic attitudes towards abortion and euthanasia
The ethics of abortion have been widely debated since it was first legalised in Britain in 1967. Those against

abortion claim that it is simply immoral to kill unborn babies, irrespective of the circumstances of the mother.

Others argue that it is the quality of life that matters, and that sometimes in modern society procedures like

abortion are necessary.

See: Qur’an 6:151 (Islam). And see The Didache: ‘You shall not kill the embryo by abortion and shall not

cause the new born to perish’ (Christianity)

Non-religious views on the importance of human and animal life; Peter Singer's

views on 'speciesism'
Persons and non-persons; distinct fromhuman and non-humans.

Non-religious beliefs about evolution; Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins
In 1859 Charles Darw in published On the Origin of Species. This controversial book set out his Theory of

Evolution by Natural Selection, explaining how living creatures have evolved through a process of gradual

change over millions of years. Daw kins is a modern supporter of Darw in’s views.

Humanist Movement: 'Dignity in Dying'
The Dignity in Dying movement, although a totally separate organisation, is strongly supported by the British

Humanist Association (BHA). In its vision statement, Dignity in Dying, sets out its beliefs and its purpose. It
states: We believe that everyone has the right to a dignif ied death.

Origin and Value of Human Life

Keywords

Euthanasia - eu = good, thanasia = death; ‘mercy killing’
Speciesism – Peter Singer’s idea that w e discriminate against 

non-human animals

Evolution - the gradual change of species over time

Abortion - termination of a pregnancy by unnatural means

Sanctity of Life - the belief that all life is sacred
Quality of Life - the extent to w hich life is pleasurable

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Genesis 1:31 God saw  all that he had made, and it w as very good. 

And there w as evening, and there w as morning—the sixth day.

Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed you in the w omb I knew  you, before 

you w ere born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the 

nations.

Qur'an 5:32 Because of that, We decreed upon the children of 

Israel that w hoever kills a soul unless for a soul or for corruption 

[done] in the land – it is as if he had slain mankind entirely.

Qur’an 6:151 (Say, “Come, I w ill recite w hat your Lord has 
prohibited to you. [He commands] that you not associate anything 

w ith Him and to parents, good treatment, and) do not kill your 

children out of poverty; We w ill provide for you and them. (And do 

not approach immoralities – w hat is apparent of them and w hat is 

concealed.) And do not kill the soul w hich Allah has forbidden [to be 
killed] except by [legal] right. This has He instructed you that you 

may use reason.”

Qur’an 30:40

Allah is the one w ho created you, then provided for you, then w ill 

cause you to die and then w ill give you life.
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Key concepts:

Christian and Islamic beliefs and teachings about life after death, specifically on the

Keywords
Christians believe there is life beyond death; this is at the very centre of Christianity. Christians believe

that three days after Jesus was crucif ied and died, he rose from the dead and came back to life. We, too,
w ill have a resurrection, judgement and afterlife.

Muslims also belief in the final judgement and life after death. This life is a preparation for the eternal life

that follows. On the last day, there will be a time of judgement; here, Muslims w ill have to account for their

lives.

How Christian, Islamic and Humanist funerals in Britain reflect beliefs about the afterlife
Christianity: The Christian funeral itself is usually held in a church. The coffin is carried to the front of the

church and a service is held in honour of the dead person: f lowers are displayed, prayers said and
candles may be lit.

Islam: If possible, funerals take place w ithin 24 hours of death. The dead person’s body is washed: this is

called ghusl. The body is then w rapped in a w hite shroud. In Britain it w ill be put into a coffin, but in some
Islamic countries Muslims prefer to be buried w ithout one.

Humanism: At a humanist funeral those present will remember the life of the person who has died,

reflecting on their contribution to the world and to others. It may include: music, a non-religious reflection
on death, readings of poetry, reminiscences about the person, a eulogy (a description of why they were

special), lighting candles, moments of quiet reflection. The service w ill be led by a humanist celebrant.

Diversity of views between Shi’a and Sunni Muslims regarding worship at graves
There is a large diversity of opinion in Islam regarding appropriate religious practices at graves. These

range from not marking the gravestone to show equality in death, to praying at the graveside and

pilgrimages to places of burial.

Beliefs about Death and the Afterlife

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

John 11:24-27 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in
the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,

even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come
into the world.”

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 42 So will it be with the resurrection of
the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised

imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body,

it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also
a spiritual body.

Qur’an 46:33 And the evil consequences of what they did will
appear to them, and they will be enveloped by what they used to

ridicule.

Qur’an 3:16 Those who say “O Lord, indeed we have believed,
so forgive us our sins and protect us from the punishment of the

Fire.”

Keywords:
Soul - the metaphysical part of a human
Judgement - God’s judgement on individuals/mankind

Heaven - pertaining to being with God in the afterlife 
Hell - pertaining to being absent from God in the afterlife

Afterlife - life after death

Akhirah - ‘afterlife’ in Arabic

Example questions:
a) What is meant by ‘heaven’? (2)

b) Describe judgement day. (5)
c) From two religions, or two different religious traditions, explain  beliefs on the afterlife. (8)

d) ‘The soul continues after death’ Discuss this statement showing that you have considered 
more than one point of view. (You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs, such as 
those held by Humanists and Atheists, in your answer).  (15)
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Explain why Christians believe heaven is important. (8) 

Christians believe that heaven is a good place. In the Bib le it 
says that heaven is where God is and so this would make 
Christians want to go to heaven. Some Christians believe 

heaven is not a real place, they just think it is being with 
God. Heaven is also important because it makes a person 

want to please God and do good actions.

Knowledge and 

understanding.

Ref erence to sources 

of  wisdom & authority .

Understanding of  how belief  

inf luences indiv iduals.

In the Bible it says that heaven is 

where God is. Some Christians who 

interpret the Bible literally believe 

heaven is an actual place. Therefore, it 

is an important belief because getting 
to heaven will make Christians happy.

Christians also believe that to get to 

heaven you have to love your 

neighbour. Therefore, they would give 
money to charity.

For Christians heaven gives them 

hope that, as shown by Jesus, death is 

not the end. This is important because 
it gives Christians something to focus 

on when their lives are hard.

Heaven is described as eternity, in the presence of God. Christians 

who read the Bible literally believe heaven is an actual place. 

Whereas other Christians, may believe heaven is simply knowing and 

loving God. In the Bible it says that a Christian will see God ‘face to 

face.’  For this reason it is important because Christians believe that 

being with God will bring ultimate happiness.

Heaven is the ultimate aim for all Christians because it is a reward for 

good deeds. The parable of the goat and the sheep explains that 

Christians must ‘feed the hungry’  etc to get to heaven. Therefore, it is 

important because it motivates Christians to do good works.

Heaven is also important because it fulfils the promise that death is 

not the end. Christians have confidence in this promise because 

Jesus’  resurrection defeated death. This belief means that Christians 

have the hope that suffering on earth is only temporary.

Finally, heaven is important because it is written about in the Bible. 

Therefore, it is to be believed and trusted because it is in scripture.

Highly detailed explanation

Religious vocabulary used 

extensively and accurately.

Understanding of the diversity 
of the religious idea.
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(d) question mark scheme:

In question 2 (d) - Issues of Life and Death you must refer to a non-religious 
belief such as those held by humanists and atheists. 

Detailed explanation

Excellent ev aluation -

how conv incing is the 

argument?

Detailed knowledge of  

religion 

Detailed, justif ied 

conclusion

Excellent use of  

religious v ocabulary

Ref erence to sources of  

wisdom and authority  such as 

the 

Bible/Qur’an/Muhammad/Jesus

To achieve 
band 2 you 

must refer to 

more than one 
viewpoint. 
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d) Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more 

than one point of view (you must refer to religion and belief in your 
answer).

N.B: ‘Belief ’ can also mean non-religious belief  and non-religious belief s can be (but don’t have to be) included in all 

(d) questions that lend themselv es to such a response.

HOWEVER, Qu. 2(d) in Route A of Component 1 ONLY (Life and Death) demands that specific non-religious 

beliefs are included. 

Agree Disagree

P........make a point

E........explain the point fully 

(include religious

vocabulary,  teachings and 

w here possible link to sources 
of w isdom and authority)

E.......evaluate the validity or 

strength of the

point

P........make a point

E........explain the point fully 

(include religious

vocabulary,  teachings and 

w here possible link to sources 
of w isdom and authority)

E.......evaluate the validity or 

strength of the point

Conclusion

In conclusion…..

There is no set number of arguments you should include in you 

answ er. Your argument does not have to be balanced. This means 

you don’t have to have the same number of arguments on each 

side.

P…. make a point

Christians/Muslims/ Humanists/Atheists/ Other people may agree/disagree w ith 

this statement because …

Another argument may be ….

Furthermore…..
Additionally…

Moreover…..

In contrast…..

Conversely...

Similarly...
Likew ise….

E…. explain the point fully

This means that …

This show s that ….

….because…

Due to this……
Christians/Muslims believe this because ….

E.......evaluate

This view  is w eak/strong because …

This argument is f law ed/sound because …

This argument is valid/invalid because …

This perspective is convincing/unconvincing because …
This view  can/cannot be easily challenged because...

You need to show detailed 

knowledge of  religion, religious 

teaching and moral reasoning.

This is y our opportunity  to 

f ormulate y our judgement on 

the statement.

You need to demonstrate a highly  

detailed ev aluation of  the issue.

Make sure y ou use religious 

v ocabulary  and sources of  

wisdom and authority  extensiv ely, 

accurately  and appropriately . 
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'Same sex marriage is unacceptable.' Discuss. (15)

Some traditional Christians may argue that same sex marriage is unacceptable 

because in the Bible God said 'Go forth and multiply'; same sex couples cannot do 

this.  However, not all married heterosexual couples can have children. Therefore, 

this is a weak argument because both homosexual and heterosexual marriages 

may be childless.

On the other hand, some liberal Christians may argue that agape is the most 

important consideration in Christianity.  Joseph Fletcher would say 'do the most 

loving thing' and the most loving thing may be to allow people to marry whoever 

they like, irrespective of gender.  This is a strong argument because it is founded 

in Christ's teaching of unconditional love.

However, to say homosexual marriages are acceptable for a Christian would 

appear to go against parts of the Bible and the tradition of the Church; in Leviticus 

it says '[a man] who lays with a man, is an abomination' and, as such, homosexual 

marriages were only allowed very recently.  This raises complicated issues such 

as whether a person prioritises an interpretation of agape or a literal interpretation

of the Bible.  It may be that the book of Leviticus, for example, was written at a 

time when humans lacked tolerance of difference.  A traditional Christian may 

disagree with this because God said 'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away' which means God's words are always relevant.

There are different views, too, in Islam. Some Muslims believe that if a man 

approaches a man with lust instead of a woman, he goes beyond what is allowed; 

this is said in the Qu'ran and is therefore a strong argument because, for Muslims, 

the Qu'ran is without error. Therefore, same sex marriage would be unacceptable 

because sex between two people of the same sex is not permissible.  

Furthermore, for Muslims procreation is a purpose of marriage and because 

same sex couples should not have sex and are unable to procreate they are 

unable to fulfil a core purpose of marriage.   However, LGBT Muslims may argue 

that one of Allah's names is 'The Merciful'.  Therefore, Allah will love them for who 

they are as 'Allah loves diversity'.

In conclusion, in my opinion the statement is true if you take a traditional 

understanding of scripture; literal instead of metaphorical. This is because both 

the Bible and Qur’an state that same sex marriage is unacceptable.  However, 

someone might disagree with me because Jesus said 'love your neighbour' and 

we do not show love by impeding freewill.

Reference to sources of w isdom 

and authority.

Evaluation

Detailed know ledge of 

diversity w ithin religions
Excellent use of  

religious v ocabulary

Detailed conclusion
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Question command word/s Description Marks 

available

a What is meant by…

Define. With an example.

Definition of a key term (linked to one of the eight 

key terms)
2

b Describe Demonstrate know ledge and understanding by 

describinga belief, teaching, practice, event etc.
5

c Explain how  ..

Explain w hy ..

Explain the main features 

of ..

Explain the 

importance/signif icance 

of ..

Demonstrate know ledge and understanding of a 

topic by explaining the statements made w ith 

reasoning and/or evidence 

Explain questions for qu.(c) in Component 1 

ONLY, ask for TWO RELIGIOUS perspectives. 

The two views can come from traditions WITHIN 

a religion OR from two different religions.

Non-religious beliefs are NOT appropriate here. 

8

d Discuss this statement 

show ing that you have 

considered more than 

one point of view  (you 

must refer to religion and 
belief in your answ er).

Demonstrate know ledge and understanding by 

evaluating a view  from more than one perspective.

‘Belief’ can also mean non-religious belief and non-

religious beliefs can be (but don’t have to be) 
included in all (d) questions that lend themselves to 

such a response.

HOWEVER, Qu. 2(d) in Route A of Component 1 

ONLY (Life and Death) demands that specific 

non-religious beliefs are included. 

15
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