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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Why did war break out in 1914?

What were the features of trench warfare?
How were soldiers from the Empire treated?
What impact did the war have on women?

Why did the Allies win the war?

What were the different causes of the First 
World War?

What caused tension in Europe?
Why wasn’t it all over by Christmas?

Why did some men volunteer 
and others didn’t?

Analysing 
progress

What was it like living & fighting during the First World War?

What were the turning points of the Second World War? How & why did new ideas cause conflict in the 20th C.?

What was the Easter Rising?
Why did the Tsar abdicate?

What was life like under Stalin and Mao?
How did the Nazis control people?

Why were there revolutions in Cuba & Iran?

Why was there another world war?
What were the key battles and events?

What experience did black and Indian troops have?
What was it like on the Home Front?

Why was there a Cold War?

What are the features of a Cold War?
What happened in Europe after World War II?

What were the key crises of the Cold War?
Why did Communism collapse?

The Holocaust

Analysing 
progress

Pre-War Jewish Life
Nazi persecution & Ghettos

The Final Solution
Resistance and Rescue

Liberation
Justice After the Holocaust

Reading Observing Speaking and 
Listening

Writing Thinking



Why did was break out in 1914?
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Alliances Agreements or promises between countries to help each other.

Arms Race
A competition between nations to develop and have more superior 

weapons that the other.

Attrition Wearing down the enemy.

Black Hand 

Gang

A secret Serbian society that used terrorist methods to promote 

the liberation of Serbs outside Serbia from imperialist rule.

Conscientious 

Objectors

A person who does not wish to serve in the armed forces for 

reasons of conscience. 

Conscription When it is compulsory to join the armed forces. 

Imperialism Building up of Empires.

Militarism Building up armies and getting ready for war.

Nationalism Having pride and love for your country.

Naval Race

The competition between Germany and Britain between 1906 and 

1914 where each focused on increasing their naval power over the 

other. 

Propaganda Advertising trying to make you think in a certain way.

Schlieffen 

Plan

A battle plan designed to allow Germany to avoid fighting on two-

fronts and win the war quickly. 

Scramble for 

Africa

The invasion, occupation, division, and colonisation of African 

territory by European powers between 1881 and 1914.

Stalemate A deadlock in which neither side can make progress.

Trench
Long narrow ditch in the ground protecting soldiers from enemy 

fire.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

Why was the 
scramble for 
Africa a cause 
of tension in 
Europe?

• The Scramble for Africa took place between 1881 and 1914.
• The main countries involved were Britain, France, Portugal, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Spain. Each nation 

wanted to expand their empire and take over the most valuable land.
• This caused tension in Europe because it created competition between European countries and caused jealousy 

and resentment.

Why was there 
increasing 
nationalism in 
Europe?

• Nationalism was on the rise in Europe in the early 20th century as new nations were formed and other nations 
looked to gain independence from the Empires that controlled them.

• In 1871 Prussia, the most powerful of the Germanic states, defeated France in the Franco-Prussian War. After 
the war French national pride was deeply hurt, and the Germanic states united to form the German nation. 

• The Balkans had once been part of either the Ottoman or the Austro-Hungarian Empires. As these Empires 
became weaker they began to lose control over the Balkans and the different states demanded independence.

• This caused tension in Europe because European powers became suspicious of the new nations and worried 
about revolts as countries tried to win their independence or take over more land. 

Why did the 
arms race 
cause tension 
in Europe?

• The arms race took place in the early 1900s. It was a result of the militarism of several European nations who 
each wanted to build up their armies. Each nation claimed that they were doing this for defensive reasons.

• In particular, it was Germany and Britain who were involved. Each tried to build more dreadnoughts and 
submarines than the other. Germany wanted to challenge British superiority. 

• This caused tension in Europe because it created unease and distrust, made countries feel threatened, and led to 
nations forming alliances in order to protect themselves against ‘aggressive’ countries. 

How did the 
alliances lead 
to war?

• Belgium signed a treaty with Britain in 1839 because they were nervous about the growing strength of Germany.
• In 1882, Austria, Germany and Italy signed the Triple Alliance.
• The Triple Entente was formed in 1907 when Britain joined France and Russia’s agreement. All three were 

worried about German strength. Russia also made a pact to protect Serbia if they were ever attacked. 
• This caused tension in Europe because it created two opposing sides and meant that any local disagreements 

could easily escalate into a world war.

What happened 
on 28th June 
1914?

• Archduke Franz Ferdinand was heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. He and his wife, Sophia, were assassinated 
on 28th June 1914 when visiting Bosnia. The assassin, Gavrilo Princip, was part of the Black Hand Gang. 

• Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the assassination and demanded that Serbia take responsibility. Serbia 
refused. Austria-Hungary, supported by Germany, declared war on Serbia. This set off the chain of alliances.

Why wasn’t it 
all over by 
Christmas?

• Germany wanted to avoid fighting France and Russia at the same time so they initiated the Schlieffen Plan. The 
Plan assumed that Russia would take 12 weeks to mobilise their troops, and so 90% of the German army would 
be sent, through Belgium, to attack France. France would be taken by surprise and defeated, allowing the 
German army to then focus on fighting the Russians. Germany did not expect Britain to get involved at all. 

• The Schlieffen Plan failed. The Belgium's resisted the German advance; Britain sent troops to help; France were 
not taken by surprise; and Russia mobilised in just 10 days. 

• Now the armies in Europe were exposed and so dug trenches to protect themselves. Both sides then raced to 
the coast to gain access to the sea. By December 1914 there were 475 miles of trenches. 

• No one had the strength to break through, but no one wanted to retreat. A stalemate had begun. 

Why did men 
volunteer?

• Some nations had conscription which meant they had plenty of soldiers. Britain relied on men volunteering.
• Patriotism motivated some men, who wanted to fight for their country, while other joined up because they 

hated the Germans or because they thought war would be an adventure. Many were persuaded to volunteer 
because of the propaganda, or because they were worried of being called a coward if they did not. 

Were 
Conscientious 
Objectors 
cowards?

• In 1916 Britain introduced conscription. However men did not have to go if they could prove that they were sick, 
had a crucial job, or objected to the war for reasons of conscience.

• Some Conscientious Objectors were pacifists; others were political objectors who did not consider Germany to 
be the enemy; others did not fight because it was against their religion.

• Anyone claiming to be an objector had to appear before a Military Tribunal. They would be questioned and if 
they did not convince the court they would be thought a coward. Many were sent to jail or to war anyway.

• Many Conscientious Objectors volunteered to do other non-combat jobs for the war effort.
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What was it like living & fighting during the First World War?
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Armistice An end to the fighting in a war.

Artillery
Large-calibre guns used in warfare on land, responsible for half of all 

casualties on the Western Front.

Attrition Wearing down the enemy.

Commemorate To recall and show respect for someone or something. 

Communication 

Trench
Linked the firing line with the command, support and reserve trenches.

Dugout A shelter dug into the side of a trench.

Frontline The forefront line of defence; the firing line; trench nearest the enemy.

No Man’s 

Land

Area between the enemy front line trenches where the fighting took 

place.

Reparations
Money that had to be paid by Germany for the damage suffered during 
the War, set at £6.6 billion.

Shellshock

A word used to describe the type of post traumatic stress disorder that 

many soldiers suffered during the First World War as a result of the 

fighting. Men often became panicked and lost the ability to talk or walk. 

Stalemate A deadlock in which neither side can make progress.

Treaty of 
Versailles

The peace treaty signed by the Allies and Germany at the end of the 
First World War.

Trench Long narrow ditch in the ground protecting soldiers from enemy fire.

Trench fever
Spread by lice and caused headaches, shivering and pain in joints, usually 

lasted for 5 days

Trench foot
From standing in waterlogged trenches, feet became numb and swollen,

some cases became gangrenous and needed amputation
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What were the 
key features of 
trench warfare?

• The trench itself was narrow and dug directly into the muddy or chalky ground. In Allied trenches sandbags and 
wooden supports were used to make the sides secure. Dugouts would be created in the sides to create space for 
sleeping, eating and provide some shelter. Duckboards at the bottom kept some of the mud and water out. 

• German trenches were more advanced and sometimes had concrete dugouts and linings. 
• Trenches were muddy and uncomfortable. Illnesses caused by trench conditions were trench fever, trench foot 

and shellshock.
• Weapons included rifles, machine guns, artillery, shrapnel, and gas. Both sides also used underground mines.
• In battle, soldiers would have to ‘go over the top’ into No Man’s Land and advance towards the enemy. They 

would have to cut through barbed wire which was used to stop enemies getting into trenches and avoid shell 
holes which were caused by the artillery explosions. 

How were 
soldiers from 
the Empire 
treated?

• When war was declared men came from the West Indies, India, South Africa, West Africa, East Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada, and Newfoundland to fight for the ‘mother country’.

• Some of the soldiers experienced positive treatment. Many of the Units from the Empire were considered the 
bravest and men received medals for their conduct. Men wrote about their respect for the colonial troops.

• However there were also negative experiences. Some soldiers experienced racism and prejudice, many colonial 
troops received less pay than the European soldiers and could not be promoted as high up the ranks.

What happened 
during the 
Gallipoli 
campaign?

• Gallipoli, Turkey was chosen as a site for Allied landings in the hope that it would create a supply path to Russia.
• On 25th April 1915 a force of British and French troops, including soldiers from across the Empires, landed along 

the Gallipoli peninsula. However the troops became bogged down with the Turkish defenders always holding the 
higher ground. The Allied soldiers were also not prepared for the climate and the heat. 

• After 37 weeks the remaining Allied soldiers were evacuated from the beaches. An estimated 130,000 soldiers 
were killed with over 262,000 injured. 

What effect did 
the First World 
war have on 
women?

• The First World War can be considered a turning point for women as during the war, women in Britain got to 
take on new roles and jobs on the home front. They also gained respect from politicians who said that the war 
could not have been won without them.

• However, the First World War was not a turning point for women as when the men came home women were 
expected to give up their new found roles and freedoms and return back ‘to the kitchen’ as wives and mothers.

Why did the 
Battle of the 
Somme fail?

• The Battle of the Somme began on 1st July 1916. It was planned to relieve pressure from the French who were 
under attack at Verdun. The German lines were bombarded with artillery for a week. General Haig believed that 
‘not even a rat would be alive’ at the end of it, so troops would easily advance and capture territory.

• In reality the bombardment warned the Germans that an attack was coming, and their concrete dugouts 
protected them. When the shelling stopped the Germans were ready and shot down the British troops who 
were finding it difficult to advance over the churned up battlefield. There were 60,000 casualties on the first day. 

• General Haig, the commander of the Allied forces, has been called the Butcher of the Somme as many believed 
he was responsible for the tragic loss of life at the battle. However others argue that he was doing the best he 
could in a difficult situation, and that eventually the Allies were able to win the war. 

Why did the 
Allies win the 
First World 
War?

• The arrival of US troops in summer 1918 helped the Allies to win the war as they were not yet war-weary.
• Improvements in technology meant that the Allies had tanks and planes which helped to break the stalemate.
• The British naval blockade of Germany created food shortages which destroyed morale and made people weak.
• In spring 1918 the Germans began a ‘Final Push’ but they were pushed back. Once this retreat began it was 

difficult for the German Army to recover.
• There was also a lot of unrest on the German home front, people were tired of the fighting and wanted peace. 

How do we 
remember the 
First World 
War?

• In 1918 many felt that celebrations were not right as so many had died and there had been such destruction. In 
1919, a year later, people in Britain bowed their heads at 11am on 11th November, and traffic was stopped so 
people could reflect on the conflict. Every year since the same tradition has been followed.

• Memorials, statues, tombs of Unknown Warriors, poppies, and art are all used to commemorate the fallen. 

Was the Treaty 
of Versailles
fair?

• The peace treaty was signed on 28th June 1919. Germany were not allowed to attend but were forced to sign.
• The Treaty made Germany accept full blame for the War, banned them from uniting with Austria, took away 

Germany’s empire, reduced the size of its army and ordered them to pay £6.6 billion in reparations. 
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How & why did new ideas cause conflict in the 20th century?
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Capitalism
An economic and political system based on private ownership of goods 

and industry.

Coercion To persuade something to do something by using force or threats

Communism
A left-wing economic and social system based on a classless society and 

common ownership of goods and industry.

Concentration 

Camp

A place in which large numbers of people, especially political prisoners 

or members of persecuted minorities, are deliberately imprisoned.

Consent To give agreement to do something or allow something to happen.

Democracy
A system of Government where the population vote for a representative 

to hold power.

Depression A long and severe downturn in economic activity.

Dictator
A ruler with total power over a country who often rules in a cruel or 

brutal way.

Fascism
A right-wing political system headed by a dictator who has complete 

power and opposition is not permitted.

Gestapo
The Nazis’ secret police force, its job was to monitor the German 

population for signs of opposition or resistance to Nazi rule.

Gulag
A system of labour camps in the USSR in which many died due to poor 

treatment and conditions. 

Guerrilla A member of a small independent group taking part in irregular fighting.

Republicans Wanted independence for Ireland, usually Catholic. 

Revolution
To forcibly overthrow a government in favour of bringing in a new 

system.

Shah The monarch of Iran.

Theocracy
A system of government in which priests rule in the name of God or a 

god.

Tsar The monarch of Russia. 

Unionists Wanted Britain to continue ruling Ireland, usually Protestant.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was the 
Easter Rising?

• The Easter Rising lasted from 24th April – 30th April 1916. It was an attempt by Irish Republicans to gain 
independence from Britain. They organised themselves into military style groups and took control of key 
locations in Dublin.

• The British were taken by surprise but soon sent troops to Dublin. They used large guns to trap the Republicans. 
Civilians were also killed in the crossfire. The Republicans eventually surrendered.

• The leaders of the rising were executed by the British but celebrated as heroes by the Irish. The events turned 
more against the British as they thought the punishments were unfair. Irish Republicanism became more violent.

Why was the 
Tsar forced to 
abdicate in 
March 1917?

• By 1917 support for the Tsar in Russia was dwindling. Working and living conditions in Russia were poor with 
people working long hours for little money. They had to queue for hours to get bread and had few political 
rights. The First World War made things even worse – the Russians were losing badly to Germany in the east. 

• Many Russians blamed the Tsar for these problems as he was an autocratic ruler with complete control. 
• On 23rd February, an International Women’s Day march was joined by protesters demanding food, fuel and a 

new government. Workers went on strike. The Tsar tried to get back from the front but railway workers stopped 
his train. Nicholas II was advised to abdicate on behalf of himself and his son. 

How did the 
Bolsheviks take 
power in 
October 1917?

• After the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II a Provisional Government was formed. However they had many 
weaknesses, including not representing the different people of Russia and continuing with the First World War.

• The Bolsheviks, a Communist Party, were gaining support. The leader, Lenin, promised ‘peace, bread, and land’.
• On 24th October Bolshevik troops, led by Trotsky, took control of key areas in Petrograd. The leader of the 

Provisional Government fled and the remaining members were arrested. A new Bolshevik government was 
declared with Lenin as the head. 

What was life 
like in Stalin’s 
Russia?

• When Lenin died in 1924, Stalin was very clever and manipulative and he schemed his way to take power.
• Stalin’s aim was to turn the USSR into a leading world power. In order to achieve his goal he believed he had to 

have complete control and opposition was not tolerated. His 5 Year Plans set impossible targets for industries.
• Secret police and gulags kept people scared, and the banning of religion and use of propaganda controlled ideas.

How and why 
did Hitler rise 
to power?

• Hitler became leader of the National Socialist German Workers Party in 1921. He tried to seize power in 1923 
but it failed. This made Hitler realise that he needed to take power democratically. In the 1930s he tried again.

• Hitler’s personality and passionate speeches helped the Nazis to win votes as people were inspired by him. 
People also voted for the Nazis because they liked their policies which promised to make Germany great again.

• Many were also persuaded to vote for Hitler because the Great Depression had made life difficult and the 
Weimar Government had not solved any problems. They disliked their Government so voted for anyone else.

How did the 
Nazis control 
people?

• After Hitler won votes democratically he made changes to turn Germany into a dictatorship. 
• Some methods used by the Nazis were methods of coercion, such as the gestapo and concentration camps.
• But the Nazis also used consent to control people, such as improving conditions and rewards for workers.

What was life 
like in Mao’s 
China?

• After a Civil War, Mao, leader of the Chinese Communist Party, declared a People’s Republic of China in 1949. 
• Mao had control over the government and the country. His economic policies improved some of China's 

industries but also created the Great Famine where an estimated 40 million people starved. 
• Women were given more freedoms and rights, however children were manipulated and Mao tried to control 

ideas and culture by removing anything he thought was part of the ‘old, bourgeoisie’ Chinese culture. 

How did Castro 
take power of 
Cuba?

• Cubans had struggled for independence for a long time. In 1952 Batista took control and he was brutal and 
corrupt. A revolutionary called Castro gathered a force of guerrilla fighters and began a war against Batista.

• Castro was able to take power of Cuba in 1959 because he used the geography of Cuba to keep his forces hidden 
before staging small and quick surprise attacks. Castro was also charismatic and people wanted him to lead.

• When Batista heard that Castro had control of key locations in Cuba, he fled, leaving Castro to take control. 

Why was there 
a revolution in 
Iran in 1979?

• In 1979 the Shah of Iran left, never to return. Many Iranians had been worried that the Shah was too influenced 
by America and were fed up of suffering through droughts and in overcrowded cities while he lived in luxury.

• Ayatollah Khomeini gained control and changed Iran into an Islamic theocracy. The changes he made to the 
country were controversial and changed Iran’s relationship with other nations, as well as the lives of the people.
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What were the key turning points of the Second World War?
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Appeasement The policy of giving into someone’s demands to calm them down.

Atomic 

Bomb

A bomb which derives its destructive power from the rapid release of 

nuclear energy causing damage through heat, blast, and radioactivity.

Black 

Market
An illegal traffic or trade in rationed commodities.

Blitzkrieg A sudden and overwhelming military attack.

Blitz Spirit
Used to describe the British public during the Second World War, uniting 

together with defiance and resilience to overcome the Nazi threat. 

Enigma 

Machine

An encryption device used by the Nazi army to transmit coded 

messages.

Evacuation To remove people from a dangerous place.

Home Front
The civilian population and activities of a nation whose armed forces are 

engaged in war abroad.

Island-

Hopping

A military strategy used by the Allies in the Pacific War, it involved taking 

over an island, establishing a base and then launching from there to 

attack another island. 

Land Army
An organisation created to encourage women to work in agriculture to 

ensure enough food was grown. 

Luftwaffe The German air force.

Maginot 

Line

A line of concrete fortifications and weapon installations built to deter 

invasion by Germany and force them to move around the fortifications.

RAF Acronym for Royal Air Force, the British air force.

Rationing Allowing each person to have only a fixed amount of a commodity.

Special

Operations 

Executive

A secret organisation whose purpose was to conduct espionage, 

sabotage and reconnaissance in occupied Europe. 
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

Was Dunkirk a 
triumph or a 
disaster?

• May 1940, the Nazis went around the Maginot line and cut off the British army’s communications and transport.
• British troops ended up stranded on the beaches at Dunkirk. A disaster, as Europe had fallen to the Nazis.
• However the British navy and civilian vessels were able to evacuate the majority of them off the beaches. 

Why did Britain 
win the Battle 
of Britain?

• After Dunkirk Hitler’s plan was to invade Britain. The first stage was for the Luftwaffe to destroy the RAF.
• Everyday between June and October 1940 the RAF and Luftwaffe fought in the skies over Britain. 
• The Luftwaffe had weaknesses such as they could only fly for 30 minutes at a time and they flew in groups which 

made them easy targets. Whereas the RAF had vital strengths such as the use of RADAR and faster planes.

Why was Pearl 
Harbour an 
important 
turning point?

• Japan wanted a strong empire and control over the Pacific islands. They planned to strike America first and gain 
the advantage. On 7th November 1941 a fleet of 423 planes headed towards the US Pacific Fleet in Hawaii.

• The raid lasted several hours. 8 US battleships and 188 aircraft were destroyed. 2335 servicemen were killed, 
along with 68 civilians. America declared war on Japan the next day, starting the conflict in the Pacific. 

What was it like 
at the Battle of 
Stalingrad?

• In June 1941 Hitler broke a treaty with Stalin and invaded Russia. By 1942 the Nazis were advancing towards
Stalingrad, and looked invincible. The Nazis needed control of Stalingrad if their invasion was to be a success. 

• The battle lasted nearly 6 months and used up a lot of the Nazi’s resources and strength. Nearly 2 million died.
• Germany never regained their hold in Russia and had to withdraw, retreating back into western Europe. 

What was the 
experience of 
black and 
Indian troops?

• Tens of thousands of men and women from Africa, India and the Caribbean joined the British armed forces. 
Unfortunately many black and Indian troops experienced racism, especially from the authorities.

• Many struck up positive relationships with white comrades, and the black and Indian fighting units developed 
reputations for being the bravest in the armed forces. 

What was it like 
on the Home 
Front?

• World War II was called a ‘people’s war’ and had strong support from people in Britain who mobilised to help 
the war effort. Many took jobs in munitions factories, working long hours to make equipment for the armies.

• Food, clothing, petrol and many other items were rationed. Access to luxuries was restricted.
• Children were evacuated from major cities into the countryside, with some even going to Canada and Australia. 

How important 
were women to 
the war effort?

• Women were called-up to take on jobs as mechanics, engineers, wardens, drivers, nurses, and plumbers. 
• The Land Army was set up in order to grow more food and the women worked 50 hours a week for £1.85. 
• Many women worked for the Special Operations Executive and served behind enemy lines in the European 

resistance. Noor Inayat Khan was the first female radio operator sent into Nazi-occupied France. 

How significant 
was the 
breaking of the 
Enigma code?

• The Nazis sent messages to their armies using the Enigma code. They thought it was unbreakable.
• Top-secret code-breakers worked at Bletchley Park in Hertfordshire. The mathematician Alan Turning created an 

electromechanical machine called the bombe to help crack the code. 
• The British cracked the code in 1941. By doing this they were able to shorten the war by at least 2 years. 

What was 
fighting like in 
the Pacific?

• After Pearl Harbour the Japanese gained land in the Pacific and from 1942 onwards the Allies tried to regain it. 
• Each island controlled by the Japanese was covered in dense jungle and fortresses and the Allied soldiers had to 

‘island-hop’ from one to another. 
• The fighting was hard as the Japanese were told not to surrender so they only way for the Allies to take back 

control of an island was to kill or capture all of the Japanese soldier on it. 

Why was Nazi 
Germany 
defeated?

• Germany’s defeat in the USSR shattered its reputation for invincibility and devastated German morale. It 
encouraged the Allies that defeating the Nazis was possible. 

• Hitler made some poor decisions when commanding his forces. In the final years of the war he refused to 
consider strategic withdrawals and did not listen to the advice of his officers. 

• The involvement of the US brought more equipment, weapons, vehicles and supplies to the Allied armies. 
Massive strategic US bombing campaigns were launched with destroyed German factories, ports and railways. 

Why did the US 
drop the 
atomic bombs?

• Despite the defeat of Nazi Germany and an intense bombing campaign by the USA, Japan would not surrender.
• America feared that invading Japan would cost millions of lives and dollars and make the war last longer.
• President Truman ordered for a new weapon, the atomic bomb, to be dropped at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
• An estimated ¼ million were killed by the bombs and many more suffered horrific injuries and ill health later on.
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Why was there a Cold War?
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Boycott
Withdrawing from a sporting or economic relationship with another country 

as a form of protest.

Brezhnev 

Doctrine

Soviet foreign policy which called for military intervention by Warsaw Pact 

forces if a member of the Warsaw Pact tried to leave.

Capitalism
An economic and political system based on private ownership of goods and 

industry.

Carter 

Doctrine

President Carter announced in January 1980 that the USA was prepared to 

use military force to protect its oil interests in the Persian Gulf region.

Cold War
A non-violent conflict between the Soviet Union and the United States 

between 1945 and 1990.

Communism
A left-wing economic and social system based on a classless society and 

common ownership of goods and industry.

Containment
Using US influence and military resources to prevent the expansion of 

communism into non-communist countries.

Détente An attempt to reduce the tension between the USA and the Soviet Union.

Glasnost
The name given to Gorbachev’s policy of openness encouraging free 

expression and an end to censorship.
North Atlantic 

Treaty 

Organisation

Created in 1949 following the Berlin Crisis of 1948-49 to protect the freedom 

and security of its members using both political and military means.

Perestroika The name given to Gorbachev’s policy for economic restructuring.

Satellite 

states
Countries under the domination of a foreign power.

Truman 

Doctrine

US President Truman’s idea that it was the USA’s duty to prevent the spread 

of communism to eastern Europe and the rest of the world.

USSR The Union of Soviet Socialists Republics, also known as the Soviet Union.

Warsaw Pact
A military treaty and association, formed in 1955, consisting of the Soviet 

Union and its European satellite states.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What happened
in Europe after 
the Second 
World War?

• At the end of WWII a Grand Alliance was formed between the USA, Britain and the USSR. They met at three 
conferences – Tehran 1943, Yalta Feb 1945, and Potsdam Aug 1945. They discussed how Europe would be 
governed after the defeat of the Nazis and they disagreed over who should have most influence.

• In March 1946 Churchill gave a speech saying “an iron curtain had descended across Europe”. He made it clear 
that he did not like the USSR.

• In 1946 Truman and Stalin were worried about the other launching an attack. They asked for reports about their 
enemy. The US ambassador said Stalin was building up the military. The USSR ambassador said Truman wanted 
world domination. When Truman and Stalin read these telegrams suspicion and mistrust grew. 

• From 1947 onwards the US followed the Truman Doctrine which tried to ‘contain’ communism.
• Between 1945-49 the USSR turned many countries in eastern Europe into satellite states. 

What was the 
crisis in Berlin 
in 1948?

• After WWII Germany was divided into 4 zones – British, Russian, French and US. Berlin was also divided into 4 
but it was located in the Russian zone. 

• Stalin was worried about spies and upset that the other Allies had grouped together against him, so he closed all 
routes into Berlin. If the British or US tried to force down the blockade, they would be starting a war.

• An airlift was organised to take food and resources in. If Stalin shot down the planes, he would be starting a war. 
• Stalin called off the blockade in May 1949. Germany was now clearly divided into East and West. 

How did rivalry 
increase in the 
1950s?

• NATO was formed by countries in the West in 1949. They agreed to defend each other and stop Communism.
• In 1955 the USSR and its satellite states formed the Warsaw Pact. They agreed to stop the threat of NATO.
• An arms race developed where both the US and the USSR spent money developing powerful weapons. 
• In 1956 Hungarians protested against USSR rule. Khrushchev was not happy with the revolt and sent soldiers and 

tanks into Hungary. The US did not help the Hungarians fight back. It was clear the USSR had control in the east.

Why was a wall 
built through 
Berlin in 1961?

• People had been leaving east Berlin to go and live in the west. Khrushchev was worried that the people who 
were leaving were some of the most educated and skilled. He suggested that everyone stop trying to control 
their areas and let Berlin become a free city. But Kennedy would not back down.

• On the night of 12th August 1961 a barbed wire fence was put up between east and west Berlin. In a few days 
Soviet troops had built a concrete wall. There were chain fences, minefields, and guards to stop people escaping. 

• The wall stopped the crisis over Berlin, but it became a symbol of the division of the Cold War. 

What was the
crisis over 
Cuba?

• In 1959 Cuba had become a communist country. This worried the US because Cuba was close to their borders. 
Cuba developed a relationship with the USSR and the USSR supplied Cuba with technology and resources to 
build a nuclear missile launch site. US spy planes took pictures of the site and showed President Kennedy.

• Kennedy set up a naval blockade to stop USSR resources reaching the island. The approaching Soviet ships 
suddenly turned around. The world had come very close to a nuclear war.

• Kennedy agreed to remove missiles from Turkey, and Khrushchev removed them from Cuba. They agreed to ban 
nuclear testing and stop selling nuclear weapons to other countries. A direct telephone link was set up between 
Washington and Moscow for the leaders to communicate more easily and avoid future problems. 

How did the 
superpowers 
attempt to 
reduce tension?

• After the major crises of the 1960s there was an attempt to improve relations between the US and the USSR. 
This was known as détente and during this time the Cold War began to thaw and relations got better. 

• Leaders of the US and the USSR made visits to each other’s nations; conferences were held; and treaties signed 
such as the Helsinki Agreements and SALT I. 

Why did the 
Cold War 
almost start up 
again?

• In 1979 Soviets invaded Afghanistan. This angered the US who did not want the USSR to have control there.
• President Carter issued the Carter Doctrine, showing he meant to be tough towards the USSR.
• Both the US and the USSR boycotted each other’s summer Olympics.
• President Reagan called the USSR the ‘Evil Empire’ and spent trillions on new nuclear defence weapons. 

Why did 
Communism 
collapse in 
Eastern 
Europe?

• Gorbachev became leader of the USSR in 1985. His new ideas of glasnost and perestroika brought reforms to 
communist countries, which lead to them holding elections and establishing non-communist governments.

• In 1988 Gorbachev abandoned the Brezhnev Doctrine making the satellite states free from Soviet control. 
• In 1989 the Berlin Wall came down and 1000s of east Germans left for the West. The symbol of the Cold War 

was gone. 
• In 1991 Gorbachev fell from power and declared that the USSR was dissolved. 
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The Holocaust
Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Anti-Semitism Hostility to or prejudice towards Jewish people.

Aryan
A person of European descent - not Jewish - often with blond hair and blue eyes, whom 
the Nazis viewed as the superior human race.

Bystanders People who were passive or indifferent to the persecution of Jewish communities. 

Collaborators People who helped or aided the Nazis in their persecution of Jewish communities. 

Concentration 

Camp

A place in which large numbers of political prisoners or persecuted minorities, are 

imprisoned, sometimes to provide forced labour or to await mass execution.

Displaced 

Persons Camp
A temporary facility for people forced to leave their homes. 

Einsatzgruppen Units of the SS that acted as mobile killing units during the Nazi invasion of the USSR. 

Euthanasia 
Programme

Name given to the organised murder of people, mostly children, with mental and physical 
disabilities in Nazi Germany.

Extermination 

Camp
A purpose-built camp where prisoners are systematically murdered. 

Final Solution
The Nazi policy of exterminating European Jews, introduced by Himmler and administered 

by Eichmann, the policy resulted in the murder of 6 million Jews between 1941 and 1945.

Ghetto The poor area of a city where a minority group or groups are forced to live.

Holocaust
The mass murder of 6 million Jewish people under the Nazi regime between 1941 and 

1945.

Kristallnacht
Meaning ‘Night of Broken Glass; a Nazi sponsored event against the Jewish communities 
in Germany.

Nuremberg 
Laws

A set of anti-Semitic laws in Nazi Germany, passed in 1935.

Paramilitary
A person or organisation that operates like a military force, but fights against the official 
government.

Perpetrators People who committed the acts of persecution or murder of the Jewish communities. 

Persecution Hostility and ill-treatment especially because of race or political or religious beliefs. 

Rescuers Those who helped Jewish people escape the Holocaust. 

Righteous Among 

the Nations

An honour given by the State of Israel to non-Jewish individuals who risked their lives to 

help Jews during the Holocaust. 

SA A military style organisation of the Nazi party formed in 1921 under Hitler.

SS
Led by Himmler, initially set up as Hitler’s personal bodyguard service, the SS was 

fanatically loyal to the Führer - it later set up and ran concentration camps.

Sterilisation
Surgery to make a person unable to have children; forced on many groups that the Nazis 
did not want to reproduce.

Key Question What do I need to know?

What was 
prewar Jewish 
life like?

• Jewish communities existed in Europe since classical times, initially concentrated in Greek and later Roman dominions around the Mediterranean. For 
many different reasons, Jewish settlement spread over the centuries so that Jews could be found in every country in Europe by the early 20th century. 

• Different Jewish communities had different histories and cultures and expressed themselves in a wide range of languages, religious practices and 
levels of assimilation.

How did the 
Nazis 
persecute 
Jewish people?

• When the Nazis took power in January 1933 Germany’s Jews were subjected to persecution, beginning with violent attacks by the SA.
• It is generally agreed that the Nazis did not have a clear programme for what to do with Germany’s Jews. 
• The central aim of the Nazis for much of the pre-war era was the exclusion of Jews from German society. The state-sponsored boycott of Jewish-

owned shops carried great symbolic significance, of greater long term impact was the passage of antisemitic laws such as the Nuremburg Laws. 

What were 
conditions like 
in the ghettos?

• As pre-war Nazi policy aimed to force Jews to emigrate, no ghettos were created in Germany. The situation changed after the invasion of Poland in 
September 1939 which brought c.2 million extra Jews under German control.

• Nazi leaders developed plans to deport all Jews to a ‘reservation’. Logistical and political problems prevented this and so the decision was made to 
force the Jewish community into ghettos. Ghettos were overcrowded and had a lack of food. Epidemics of disease were common.

• Nazi officials established factories and workshops within the ghettos to make use of forced Jewish labour. 

What was the 
Final Solution?

• The Final Solution was the Nazi euphemism for what we commonly see as the Holocaust. 
• Pre-war policy aimed to exclude Jews from public life and then, through emigration, from Germany. During WWII this transformed into continental 

mass murder. How and why this took place has been subject to much debate amongst historians. 
• SS Einsatzgruppen killing squads and local collaborators murdered Jewish communities in the Soviet Union. 
• At the Wannsee Conference in January 1942 the Nazis began coordinating the process of murdering the Jews.
• Jews were murdered in purpose-built extermination camps, during mass shootings and through extermination through forced labour.

How did Jewish 
people resist 
during the 
Holocaust?

• Armed resistance emerged as the Holocaust developed. There were uprisings in 5 of the 6 largest ghettos. There were also rebellions in 3 of the 5 
principle killing centres – Treblinka, Sobibór and Auschwitz. 

• A more common strategy was to try to escape ghettos and camps. Dozens of Jewish paramilitary groups emerged in the heavily forested areas of 
eastern Europe.

• Jews recorded Nazi crimes and Jewish experiences, and preserved and practiced their cultural and religious life. 
• Sustaining morale and maintaining individual or collective dignity were also important forms of resistance.

Why did some 
risk their lives 
to rescue 
Jewish people?

• The assistance took different forms. Often it involved sheltering an individual or groups of people. This was risky but some did it for months or years. 
• Individuals and organisations helped Jews to escape from ghettos or camps and smuggled them across borders. Efforts were made to save children. 
• Some rescuers supplied false documents such as identity cards, visas, baptismal certificates or foreign passports. 
• A number of police officers, soldiers and officials helped Jews by turning a blind eye, warning them of what was to come or even disobeying orders 

from their superiors. 

What impact 
did Liberation 
have?

• For many Jews liberation was an event they had longed for and was often greeted with joy. However many Jews were in no physical condition to 
celebrate after years of starvation, exhaustion and brutality. 

• Liberation forced survivors to confront an uncertain future. Most had lost the majority of their families and often no longer had homes to return to. It 
was a time to celebrate freedom but also fear the new challenges. 

• The liberators – soldiers, medics, chaplains and relief workers – also often found liberation a highly traumatic experience. They were not prepared for 
what confronted them when they reached camps and ghettos. What they saw often reinforced their conviction that they were fighting a just war, but 
also left psychological scars.

How did Jewish 
people rebuild 
their lives after
the Holocaust?

• Each survivor faced an unique situation in 1945 but it is reasonable to say that the majority faced a deeply uncertain future. As well as physical effects 
of maltreatment, most also had to deal with unimaginable loss. 

• Many survivors were confronted with hostility and violence, and many were unable to retrieve their homes, businesses and possessions.
• Many survivors spent time in Displaced Persons camps and the majority sought new homelands such as Palestine, the US or Britain.
• There were many challenges when trying to build a life in a new country. Many had lost years of education and had no support networks at first. 

Was justice 
achieved after 
the Holocaust?

• Leading Nazis who had not escaped or committed suicide were tried in Nuremburg in 1945-46. Most were sentenced to death or given lengthy prison 
terms. Less was done about lower ranking perpetrators. The lack of witnesses, due to the nature of the crimes, was a problem in securing convictions. 

• More than 8 million Germans had been members of the Nazi Party and thousands of others had been involved with the murders but had not been 
party members. Therefore many perpetrators were never investigated. Many were able to resume their normal lives. 

• Some perpetrators disappeared and began new lives in other countries such as South America, Canada and Britain, claiming to be refugees.
• In the 1970s-80s the question of alleged war criminals living in the West received widespread attention. Some were stripped of their citizenship and 

deported to other countries to stand trial. However many were never prosecuted due to their old age or ill-health.
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Emerging Developing Proficient Confident Skilful and Accomplished Mastery

Development of 
knowledge and 
understanding I show limited knowledge and 

understanding of the topic. 
I can include generalised 

information about the topic. 

I can include accurate and 
relevant information. I can show 

some knowledge and 
understanding of the period. 

I can give an explanation, showing 
some analysis, which is mainly 

directed at the focus of the 
question. I can show a line of 

reasoning that is generally 
sustained. 

I can give an analytical 
explanation which is directed at 

the conceptual focus of the 
question. I can show a line of 
reasoning that is coherent, 

sustained and logically structured. 

I can precisely select accurate and 
relevant information to address 
the question directly. I can show 

wide-ranging knowledge and 
understanding of the features or 

characteristics of the period 
studied. 

Ability to analyse 
second-order 

concepts (change, 
continuity, cause, 

consequence, 
significance)

I can give a simple answer.
I can give a generalised and 

descriptive answer. 

I can give a detailed descriptive 
answer. My writing has implicit or 
unsustained links to the focus of 
the question. My writing shows 

some development and 
organisation of material. 

I can give a descriptive answer 
with some implicit or unsustained 
links to the focus of the question.

I can give a detailed descriptive 
answer with some links to the 

focus of the question. My writing 
shows some organisation or 

material.

I can give an analytical 
explanation which is directed 
consistently at the conceptual 

focus of the question. I can show 
a line of reasoning that is 

coherent, sustained and logically 
structured. 

Ability to analyse 
and use sources

I can give a simple judgement on 
utility. I can show simple 
comprehension of source 

material. 

I can give a simple judgment on 
utility. I can support my 

judgement with undeveloped 
comment on content or 
provenance. I can show 

comprehension of the source 
by quoting or paraphrasing 

some content. 

I can give a judgement on source 
utility using valid criteria. My 
judgements are supported by 

developed comment relating to 
content and/or provenance. I 

show comprehension and some 
analysis of the source by selecting 

and using material from it. 

I can give judgements on source 
utility for a specific enquiry using 
valid criteria. My judgements are 

supported by developed comment 
related to content and 

provenance. I show analysis of the 
source by selecting and using 

source material to support 
comments on utility. I use some 

contextual knowledge to support 
my comments. 

I can give judgements on source 
utility for a specific enquiry using 
valid criteria. My judgements are 

supported by developed comment 
related to content and 

provenance. I show analysis of the 
source by selecting and using 

source material to support 
comments on utility. I use 

contextual knowledge to directly 
support comments on the 

usefulness of the content of the 
sources and their provenance. 

I can give judgements on source 
utility for a specified enquiry. I can 

apply valid criteria with 
developed reasoning and take 

into account how the provenance 
affects the usefulness of the 
source content. I can analyse 

sources to support my reasoning. I 
use contextual knowledge in the 
process of interpreting sources 

and applying criteria for 
judgements on their utility. 

Ability to analyse 
historical 

interpretations

I can give simple valid comments 
to agree with or counter an 

interpretation. I can paraphrase 
the content of an interpretation. 

I show a limited analysis of 
interpretations by selecting and 

including some detail in the 
form of simple paraphrase or 
direct quotation. I can identify 

differences of view. 

I show some valid evaluation and 
can agree with or counter an 
interpretation. I show some 

analysis by including details from 
interpretations to support my 

comments. I include some 
relevant contextual knowledge. I 
identify key differences of view 
and imply a valid reason for the 
difference. I can give an overall 

judgement. 

I can give an explained evaluation, 
agreeing or disagreeing with an 

interpretation. I show analysis of 
interpretations and can indicate a 

difference of view. I use some 
contextual knowledge to support 
the evaluation. I can come to an 
overall judgement and give some 

justification. 

I can give an explained evaluation 
by analysing alternative 

interpretations and come to a 
substantiated judgement. I show 
good analysis of interpretations 

and can indicate why differences 
of view are conveyed. I include 

contextual knowledge to support 
the evaluation. I can come to an 

overall judgement and give 
justification. 

I can give an explained evaluation 
by reviewing alternative 

interpretations and coming to a 
substantiated judgement. I show 
precise analysis of interpretations 

as I can indicate how the 
differences of view are conveyed 
and deploy material to support 
the evaluation. I use relevant 

contextual knowledge to support 
the evaluation. My overall 

judgment is justified. 
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Developing knowledge and understanding
Example Question: Describe two features of ill health that arose from the trench environment.

Mastery

One feature of ill health that arose from the trench environment was trench foot. For example, this was caused by soldiers spending long periods of time 
standing in the muddy water at the bottom of the trenches.

Another feature of ill health that arose from the trench environment was shell shock. For example, this was a misunderstood mental illness caused as a 
result of the conditions of the war, often written as NYDN, and could even cause a soldier to become mute or unable to walk.

Developing

Trenches were muddy and soldiers would have to stand in 
them all day. Some soldiers went mad from all the bombing.

Confident

One feature of ill health in trenches was trench foot. For example, feet 
would get wet and then get gangrene in them. Another feature was
shell-shock. For example, this caused some soldiers to stop speaking or 
walking.Generalised knowledge is shown with no clear 

features identified

Facts are accurate

The correct structure is missing

Knowledge & understanding clearly shown with distinct & complex features identified

Accurate & detailed evidence given

The correct structure is followed

Valid features have been identified to 

show some knowledge & understanding

The detail given is accurate

The correct structure has been used
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Mastery

One reason why British men volunteered to fight was because of social pressure. For example, men who were not in uniform but looked able to fight 
were accused of being cowards, with women handing out white feathers to represent chickens to any able-bodied man they saw. This made British men 
volunteer because fear of being seen as a coward made many young men feel ashamed at a time when men were expected to be stoic and brave and so
led to many volunteering to prove that they were not cowards and to escape the humiliation. This was not the main reason why British men volunteered 
however, as propaganda encouraged many different emotional responses, including shame, which resulted in more men joining up.

Developing

If a young man was not fighting they would be called a 
coward and given a white feather.

Confident

One reason why men volunteered to fight was because they were 
called cowards. For example, women would hand out white feathers 
to some men on the streets which made them feel upset and 
embarrassed that and they wanted to show that they were brave. Generalised answer is given with no clear factor identified

Facts are accurate

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis & evaluation clearly shown by explaining why the factor answers the question 

& by comparing it to the other factors in the rest of the answer

Accurate & detailed supporting evidence given

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Detailed descriptive answer given 

with a factor identified & supported

The evidence given is accurate

The correct Point Evidence 

structure has been used but an 

Explanation is missing

Ability to analyse second-order concepts
Example Question: Explain why many British men volunteered to fight during the First World War. 
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Mastery

One consequence of the Cuban Revolution was worsened relations between the Superpowers. For example, the new Cuban leader, 
Castro, was Communist – a stark difference to Batista. This worsened Superpower relations because it meant Cuba, a country 
geographically close to the USA, was suddenly within the Soviet sphere of influence. This heightened tensions as the US was fearful over 
the USSR’s control and these poor relations acted as a catalyst for further crises in the Cold War.

Developing

Castro took power in Cuba after a revolution. He was 
communist and made Cuba a community country. USA were 
not pleased with this.

Generalised answer is given

Facts are accurate

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis & evaluation clearly shown by explaining a valid consequence

Accurate & detailed supporting evidence given

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Detailed descriptive answer given with 

a consequence identified & supported

The evidence given is accurate

The correct Point Evidence structure 

has been used but an Explanation is 

missing

Ability to analyse second-order concepts
Example Question: Explain two consequences of the Cuban Revolution. 

Confident

One consequence of the Cuban Revolution was tension. For 
example, Cuba became a Communist country and was really 
close to the USA so the USA were nervous but the USSR were 
happy. 
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Ability to analyse and use sources
Example Question: How useful is Source E for an enquiry into Hitler’s responsibility for the Second World 

War?

Mastery

Source E is useful for an enquiry into Hitler’s responsibility for the Second World War because of the content of the source. For example, it shows that Hitler broke international laws and 

treaties by taking advantage of other nations and invading them as we can see the figure of Hitler encouraging children representing various European countries such as Austria and Poland 

into his bag labelled ‘Deutschland’. Between 1938 and 1939 Hitler went against the Treaty of Versailles and invaded several countries in Europe as part of his Lebensraum objective, these 

nations asked for help to fight the Nazi invasion. This means Source D is useful for an enquiry into Hitler’s responsibility for the Second World War as it gives accurate information about Hitler’s 

antagonistic actions in the years proper to the start of the Second World War and helps to illustrate why nations like Britain declared war as they viewed Hitler as threatening the stability and 

peace of Europe. However, the content is limited because it does not provide any context for Hitler’s invasions, such as how Germany had felt humiliated and left vulnerable after the Treaty 

of Versailles. 

Developing

In the cartoon Hitler is dressed like Father Christmas and he has a big 
sack. There is a bed that says ‘ex-French-British Family ‘ with lots of 
babies on it. The babies are crawling around and Hitler is throwing 
them into his sack.

Confident

Source E is useful for an enquiry into Hitler’s responsibility for the war. For example, in 

the picture we can see Hitler dressed as Father Christmas throwing babies which 

represent different countries, into a sack which helps us to learn that Hitler took 

control of different countries and we can see some clues about why France and 

Britain were angry with Hitler as the babies are on a bed that says ‘Ex-French-British 

Family’.Generalised comments made about the source with 

no analysis of utility

Detail from the source material is given

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis of source clearly shown with strengths & limitations of the content explained

Accurate & relevant source material & own knowledge used to support comments

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Some analysis of source clearly shown with 

comments about strengths of content 

made

Relevant source material used to support 

comments

The correct Point Evidence structure has 

been used but an Explanation is missing
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Mastery

The main difference between these views is why Tsarism collapsed. For example, Interpretation I says that “Russia was old-fashioned and weak, 
Tsarism was unsuitable”, however Interpretation 2 says “the Tsarist regime collapsed under the gigantic strain of the First World War”. This shows 
the main difference between these views is why Tsarism collapsed because Interpretation 1 argues that it was due to long-term issues within both 
Russia and the Tsarist system whereas Interpretation 2 suggests that it was due to more immediate pressures such as the First World War which 
exposed issues within Tsarism.

Developing

Interpretation 1 says that the Tsar was weak. Interpretation 2 
says that the war was difficult for Russia to deal with properly.

Confident

The main difference between these views is that they disagree about 
why Tsarism collapsed. For example, in Interpretation 1 it says that 
Russia was very weak and backwards but in Interpretation 2 it says 
the First World War was too much for the Tsar to handle.Some understanding is shown with no 

difference of view indicated

Detail from the Interpretations is 

paraphrased

The Point Evidence Explanation 

structure is missing

Analysis of Interpretations clearly shown by indicating & 

explaining a difference of view

Accurate & relevant material from the Interpretations 

used to support comments

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is 

followed

Simple analysis of interpretations shown 

by identifying a difference of view

Relevant material from the 

Interpretations paraphrased

The correct Point Evidence structure has 

been used but an Explanation is missing

Ability to analyse historical interpretations
Example Question: What is the main difference between these two views of the collapse of Tsarism in Russia in 

1917. 
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