
Was Jesus God on Earth? End of Unit  Assessment

What was so Radical About Jesus?Hinduism

What is the Problem of Evil? 
What is a theodicy? 

Can good come from evil? 
Can we design a ‘perfect world’?

What is Love?
What is Friendship?

Why should we care about the Environment?

Year

8

Was Jesus a rebel?
Why did Jesus spend time with sinners?

Were Jesus’ teachings a threat to authority?

Who was the Buddha? 
What were the ‘Four Sights’?
What are the ‘Three Poisons’?

What is the ‘Noble Eightfold Path?
How do Buddhists meditate?

Analysing progress

Analysing progress

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

Buddhism
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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many beliefs and 
rituals that move persons”

End of Unit  
Assessment

Analysing progress

What do people believe
about Jesus?

What is the incarnation?

End of Unit  
Assessment

Is it Good that there is Evil?



Religious Studies
Emerging Developing Proficient Confident

Skilful and 
Accomplished

Learning 
intentions

I use religious and 

philosophical vocabulary.

I demonstrate knowledge of  a 

range of different beliefs and 

describe  some alternative or 

different viewpoints.

I describe the diversity of 

belief and practice within and 

between religions.

I link some sources of wisdom 

and authority to beliefs.

I describe how religious and 
other views impact a person’s 

response to  questions of 
human relationships, 

belonging, identity, society, 
values and commitments.

I describe a personal response 
to questions of meaning, 
purpose and truth and ethical 
issues. 

I use religious and 

philosophical vocabulary 

appropriately.

I demonstrate  good 

knowledge of  a range of 

different beliefs and explain 

some alternative or different 

viewpoints to create an 

argument.

I explain the diversity of belief 

and practice within and 

between religions.

I refer to relevant sources of 
wisdom and authority that 

underpin beliefs and describe 
different interpretations of 

these sources.

I explain how religious and 
other views impact a person’s 

response to  questions of 
human relationships, 

belonging, identity, society, 
values and commitments.

I explain a personal response 
to questions of meaning, 

purpose and truth and ethical 
issues.

I use an increasingly wide religious and 

philosophical vocabulary.

I demonstrate  detailed knowledge of  a 

range of different beliefs and explain 

alternative or different viewpoints to 

create a justified argument.

I explain reasons for the diversity of 

belief and practice within and between 

religions.

I explain beliefs with reference to 
sources of wisdom and authority and 

explain different interpretations of 
these sources.

I evaluate religious and other views 
and explain the importance of these 
views for understanding questions of 

human relationships, belonging, 
identity, society, values and 

commitments, using appropriate 
evidence and examples.

I explain a detailed personal response 
to questions of meaning, purpose and 

truth and ethical issues. 

I use a wide religious and philosophical 

vocabulary.

I demonstrates good, detailed knowledge 

of  a broad range of different beliefs and 

explains alternative or different 

viewpoints to create a  fully justified 

argument.

I explain and analyse reasons for the 
diversity of belief and practice within and 

between religions.

I analyse sources of wisdom and authority 
and explain different interpretations of 

these sources.

I evaluate the significance of religious and 
other views for understanding questions 

of human relationships, belonging, 
identity, society, values and 

commitments, using appropriate evidence 
and examples.

I articulate a detailed personal and critical 
response to questions of meaning, 

purpose and truth and ethical issues. 

I write sophisticatedly using religious and 
philosophical vocabulary. 

I demonstrate excellent, detailed 
knowledge of a broad range of different 

beliefs and analyses alternative or 
different viewpoints to create a fully 

justified argument.

I explain and analyse reasons for the 
diversity of belief and practice within and 

between religions. I explain the 
significance or otherwise of these 

differences.

I analyse sources of wisdom and authority 
and explain multiple reasons for different 

interpretations of these sources.

I evaluate the significance of religious and 
other views for understanding questions 

of human relationships, belonging, 
identity, society, values and 

commitments, using appropriate 
evidence and examples.

I articulate a detailed, sophisticated 
personal and critical response to 

questions of meaning, purpose and truth 
and ethical issues. 

R
e

ligio
u

s Stu
d

ie
s Year 8

 Su
ccess C

riteria



Key concepts:

The Trinity - What does that mean?

The Doctrine (Christian Teaching) of the Trinity is arguably the greatest mystery of

the Christian faith. It teaches monotheism, the belief that God is One, but can be

experienced at three distinct persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Debates over the

nature of God have been with Christian believers since the beginnings of Christianity

2000 years ago. Christian Theologians will often use analogies to help try and

explain the idea, but these are often criticised. There have been many heresies

(what mainstream Christians believe to be incorrect teachings) about the Trinity.

What do we know about the life of Jesus?

More books have been written about Jesus than any other person in history, and his

teachings have become the foundation for many religious and political institutions.

The accounts of Jesus’ life found in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

give us the best information available about the life of Jesus.

Jesus - Messiah? Miracle Worker? Human and Divine?

Very few people would dispute the existence of an historical person called Jesus of

Nazareth, but many question the claims made by Christians that he was the Son of

God who performed miracles. Jesus also taught his disciples that he had been

chosen by his Father to save people from their sins. How does this claim shape

Christian belief about the person of Jesus?

How are we made in God’s Image?

“So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.” [Genesis 1:27] Christians believe that every

person is made in the image of their creator (Imago Dei) and so deserves dignity

and respect.

How does belief in the incarnation impact the world around us?

Christians believe that God came to earth to share in human life. This belief impacts

how Christians should care for one another and the world around them.

Example questions:

What does ‘Messiah’ mean’? (2)

Explain why belief in the incarnation is important to Christians (8)

‘Jesus was just an ordinary man’ Discuss (15)

Keywords                                                                                                                     

Holy Trinity: The Christian belief that God is Three                     

Persons in one God -Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Messiah (Christ): Meaning ‘anointed’ or ‘chosen’ by God to bring 

salvation to the world 

Divine: Meaning ‘Godly’ or ‘God-Like’ 

Incarnation: The Christian belief that God becomes flesh in the 

person of Jesus. 

:                                                                                      

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God’

[John 1:1]

‘[Jesus said] I and the Father are One’ [John 10:30]

‘Truly this man [Jesus] was God’s Son!’ [Mark 15:39]

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit [Matthew 28:18-19]

Was Jesus God on Earth? - Knowledge Organiser 
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Key concepts:

Why is the Incarnation such an important Christian belief?

The belief that God became human in the person of Jesus is one of the most

important doctrines (teachings) of the Christian faith. By sharing in human nature,

Christians believe that the Son of God came close to those in need. Belief in the

incarnation means that for Christians, each person has equal dignity, because

everyone is made in the ‘Image of God’ [Genesis 1:27]

The Rebel Jesus: Friend of Sinners and a challenge to Religious Leaders

In his time, Jesus was a very divisive figure. To his followers, he was the

promised Messiah and the Son of God. To the Pharisees, he was a rogue Rabbi

and a blasphemer, and to the Roman rulers, he was a rabble-rouser whose

preaching caused riots and dissent in the province. Why was Jesus’ teaching and

miracle-working so controversial? What kind of threat did he pose to the Religious

and Political leaders of the time? Why was it so scandalous of him to spend time

with sinners and heal on the Sabbath?

Who killed Jesus? Why did Jesus have to die?

The story of the Passion (suffering) and death of Jesus is found in each of the

Four Gospels. Each Gospel writer offers a different perspective about who was

responsible for his death and why he had to die. Who was responsible? The

Pharisees, the Romans, or one of his own disciples? How was his death

‘sacrificial’? How did it ‘atone’ for human sin and wrongdoing, and redeem

humanity?

How have Christians in the past lived out the radical demands of the

Gospel?

Jesus asked his followers to turn away from every worldly idea of success:

wealth, power, ambition, and desire, and instead to ‘seek first the Kingdom of

God and His righteousness’ [Matthew 6:33]. How have Christians throughout the

centuries lived out Jesus’ radical call to holiness and simplicity of life? How has

this been interpreted, and at times, compromised, by Jesus’ followers?

Example questions:

‘What does ‘Radical’ Mean? (2)

Describe the crucifixion of Jesus (5)

‘Jesus was just an ordinary man’ Discuss (15) 

Keywords:                                                                                 

Radical: A person who supports and campaigns for great political, 

social, or religious change                                                           

Rebel: A person who opposes or fights against a person or group in 

authority. 

Sin: An offence or ‘crime’ against God’s Laws.          

Pharisees: Members of an ancient Jewish sect who followed a very 

strict interpretation of the Torah Law. 

Resurrection: Being raised from the dead.

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for

a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone

strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also’

[Matthew 5:38-39]

Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let

them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose

their life for my sake will save it. What does it profit them if they gain

the whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves? [Luke 9:23-25]

What was so radical about Jesus? - Knowledge Organiser
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Example questions:
Define ‘Agape’ (2)

Describe what Christians believe about the environment (5)

Explain the ancient Greek concept of love. (8)

‘There can be no freedom without responsibility.’ Discuss (15)

Keywords:                                                                                        

Agape: ‘Unconditional love’ for humans and God                                                                                      

Eros: ‘Passionate’ or ‘romantic’ love

Equality: Everyone has the same opportunity to                          

make the most of their lives                                                                               

Freedom: Living life without being constrained by others

Responsibility: Something you are expected to do                    

Duty: Something you are expected to do by moral or legal 

expectations                                                                         

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or

resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all

things. [1 Corinthians 13:4-7]

Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless

of the temperature of the heart. [Corrie Ten Boom]

Freedom is nothing but a chance to be better [Albert Camus]

An unexamined life is not worth living [Socrates]

Big Questions - Knowledge Organiser Key concepts:

Student Led Learning:
In this section of our KS3 syllabus, we allow students to explore a series of Big Questions

important to them. What follows are examples of some of the potential short lesson

sequences, but there is a wider selection of lessons students can choose to study:

What is Happiness?
Happiness is something everyone, in his or her own way, searches for but few find. What

does it mean to be truly happy? Where does joy come from? What does it look like? We

will explore some of the ideas from ancient Greek philosophy with regards to what makes

humans happy, linking this with religious perspectives, too.

Animal Rights
In the UK, animals clearly do have rights; UK Law prohibits the mistreatment of animals.

However, as with all key terms, when we unpick the loose threads, the meaning is not as

clear as we would like to think; what exactly constitutes mistreatment of an animal? What

rights do animals have? Is eating meat morally defensible?

What is Friendship?
We all esteem certain friendships. But, what is friendship. Can friendship be temporary?

If so, is it better described as people you happen to be around, or is that not friendship at

all? What do we mean when we say someone is a good friend? How can we be good

friends?

What is Love?
The ancient Greeks had many words to describe love. It can be said it is a clumsy use of

the English language to say: I love pizza, I love my dog, I love my mother, I love my

spouse etc. surely the word love, here, does not mean the same thing in every case; I do

not want to eat my dog, just as I do not want to sacrifice myself for pizza. So what types of

love are there? What difference is there between each and what do we miss when people

think they are speaking about the same type of love?

Can we know anything?
How do you know you are not a brain in a vat? While this question appears pugnacious in

nature, it is intended with all seriousness. Consider, how do you know what you experience

does not disappear when you are not experiencing it. Are our experiences nothing more

than a virtual gaming reality of some higher power? How do I know what I think I know?

Can I rely on empirical experiences? Or can I use my reason to say anything more than: I

think, therefore I am.
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Is it Good that there is Evil? - Knowledge Organiser

Keywords:                                                                          

Omniscient: Meaning ‘All-Knowing’ 

Omnipotent:  Meaning ‘All-Powerful’

Omnibenevolent: Meaning ‘All-Loving’

Theodicy: A response to the question of why                               

God permits evil in the world.

Moral Evil: Acts which humans commit which are considered wrong 

(for example: theft, murder)       

Natural Evil: Evil which humans have no control over (for example, 

floods, earthquakes, forest fires)

Example questions:                                                                          
Define ‘Omnipotent’ (2)

Describe the Problem of Evil (5)

Explain Augustine’s theodicy (8)

‘The existence of evil means an all-loving God does not exist.’ Discuss (15)

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

If God is unable to prevent evil, then he is not omnipotent. If God is

not willing to prevent evil, then he is not omnibenevolent. If God is

both willing and able to prevent evil, then why does evil exist?

[Epicurus’ Trilemma]

God judged it better to bring good out of evil than for evil not to exist

[Saint Augustine]

Human beings can act to give their own lives meaning by seeking

happiness in this life and helping others to do the same.

[What is Humanism?]

Key concepts:

The Problem of Evil
The problem of evil is a challenge for every religious believer; it is something we

must face, if we are to maintain a faith in a benevolent and omnipotent God. Why

do bad things happen? Religious people believe an omnibenevolent and

omnipotent God exists, yet evil appears to exist too. How can this be reconciled?

To this end, we will look at several theodicies (explanations for the problem of evil)

in the hope to understand, and criticise, some of the religious positions presented to

combat this philosophical problem.

Considering natural evil and moral evil, we will explore the work of Irenaeus and

Augustine.

Can Good come from Evil?
The question ‘can good come from evil’ is a very big theological question. The

religious believer walks on a tightrope: on the one side, a weakening of God - a god

who has no real control, and on the other side, a God who is distant from the

suffering of humans. Needless to say, or so it would appear, religious believers do

not maintain either model of God. Instead, such religious believers maintain God is

in control and can empathise with human suffering. How, then, exactly might good

come about despite evil? Or, even, how might good come about because of evil?

Is evil required for there to be good?

Is a ‘Perfect World’ possible?
We hope for an enchanted world; a world where love and peace abide. Is this all

that is required for a ‘perfect world’: love? What exactly do we mean by this? What

exactly do we mean when we say a perfect world? A world where everyone is

‘good’, well what is good? We will explore some of the ideas surrounding the

themes of a perfect world and a ‘perfect creation’. Is a perfect world possible? If it

is, are my words adequate enough to explain - precisely - what this would look like?

Or would I just know it when I see it; much like the colour yellow cannot be

described, but it is recognised when seen.
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Key concepts:

What is Buddhism and who was the Buddha?

Buddhism started around 2500 years ago in northern India. It developed from the

life and teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, known more commonly as the ‘Buddha’

or enlightened one.

How do Buddhists understand Attachment and Impermanence?

According to Buddhist teaching, attachment to anything, whether it is a person, an

object, or even an emotion, is the root of all suffering. Buddhists believe that

freedom from attachment comes when we accept the Impermanence of the world

around us - that nothing lasts forever.

What were the ‘Four Sights’ of Prince Siddhartha?

The young Prince’s encounter with four sights, an old man, a sick man, a dead man,

and a holy man, was his first true experience of suffering. This made him decide to

leave his luxurious life at the palace and live among holy men seeking truth. After six

years of meditation he realised Nirvana.

What are the ‘Three Poisons’? How do Buddhists understand these using the

‘Four Noble Truths’?

Buddhist teaching identifies Greed, Anger, and Ignorance as the ‘Three poisons’

that distract the follower from the path to Nirvana. In order to overcome these

poisons, the Buddha taught that ‘Four Noble Truths’ showed a path away from the

cycle of life and rebirth. In accepting the existence and cause of suffering, you

recognise that there is also a cure. By following the ‘Eightfold Path’ Buddhists can

be led out of suffering and into Nirvana.

How do Buddhists worship? How important is Meditation?

Buddhists worship at home and at a Temple. Worship is not focussed on a specific

god, but instead on the art of meditation, the goal of which is to be freed of any kind

of cravings for worldly things.

What are the Differences between Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism?

Theravada Buddhists strive to become Arhats and gain freedom from the cycle of

samsara, whereas Mahayana Buddhists may choose to stay in the cycle of

samsara out of compassion for others.

Example questions:

Define ‘Nirvana’ (2) 

Describe how Buddhists celebrate ‘Wesak’ (5)

Explain why the Eightfold Path is important to Buddhists (8) 

Keywords:                                                                                 

Anicca: Meaning ‘Impermanence’ 

Dukkha: Meaning ‘Sorrow’ or ‘Suffering’                                 

Magga:’The Middle Way’ or the ‘Noble Eightfold Path’

Dharma: The Teachings of the Buddha

Nirvana: Meaning ‘Blowing Out’ it is a state of existence in which 

there is no desire or suffering                                                    

Bhikkhu/Bhikkhuni: A Buddhist Monk/Nun

Bodhisattva: A person on the path to achieving ‘Buddhahood’ or 

‘Enlightenment 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

“Compassion is the radicalism of our time” [The 14th Dalai Lama]

“Monks, live with yourself as your island, yourself as your refuge,

with nothing else as your refuge. Live with the Dhamma as your

island, the Dharma as your refuge, with nothing else as your

refuge.”

[Cakkavatti Sutta, from the Pali Canon of Buddhist Holy Texts]

“The person who can freely acknowledge that life is full of difficulties

can be free, because they are acknowledging the nature of life – that

it can’t be much else.”

[Shunryu Suzuki, Zen Buddhist Teacher]

Buddhism - Knowledge Organiser
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Key concepts:

What is Hinduism? What do Hindus believe about God?

Hinduism is the oldest major world religion, it is also the third largest religion

in the world. About 1.1 billion people are thought to be Hindus. It is thought to

have started in northern India more than 5000 years ago. Hinduism does not

have a single founder. Hindus believe in a Creator God called Brahman who

takes on many forms. The most important of these forms are the Three Gods of

the Trimurti.

Which Scriptures do Hindus use?

Hindus have many different collections of religious texts, divide them according

to Shruti (that which is heard) and Smriti (that which is remembered) Examples

of Hindu religious texts include the Vedas, the Bhagavad Gita, the Upanishads,

and the Ramayana. They contain many different literary forms, from poetry to

epic storytelling.

How do Hindus worship?

Like in other religions, Hindus practice their faith at home as well as at a place of

worship. These are known as Mandir. Hindu worship is called Puja and is often

performed in a dedicated space in the home. These often contain Murti or

images of Hindu gods.

The Caste System

The Caste System is arguably the most controversial Hindu belief, holding that

human society is divided into four separate groups or castes. At the top are the

priests, then beneath the warriors, then the merchants and workers, and finally

the servers. Anyone not belong to these castes are considered a Dalit, meaning

outcast. This system has been criticised as being prejudicial and racist. The role

of the Caste System in modern India has undergone significant change and

reform in recent years.

Teachers and Leaders in Hinduism

Hindu Spiritual Teachers are known as Guru. Important Hindu teachers include

Sathya Sai Baba and Mahatma Gandhi.

Example questions:

What does ‘Polytheistic’ mean? (2)

Describe how Hindus perform Puja (5)

‘For Hindus, death is not the end’ Discuss (15)

Keywords:                                                                                                        

Trimurti: Meaning ‘Three forms’ the triad of the three main gods 

Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.                                                         

Brahma:The name of the creator god.         Avatar: 

Meaning ‘descent’ it is the manifestation of god in bodily form on 

earth  Karma: The 

cycle of cause and effect. Words and deeds in this life will impact in 

future lives.  

Puja: Meaning ‘Worship’   

Moksha: Means ‘Enlightenment’ or ‘Release’ from the cycle of birth 

and death and rebirth.         

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

“Show goodwill to all. Be fearless and pure; never waiver in your

determination or your dedication to the spiritual life. Give freely. Be

self-controlled, sincere, truthful, loving, and full of the desire to

serve. [The Bhagavad Gita]

“There is enough water in the world for everyone’s need: There is

not enough water in the world for everyone’s greed”

[The Upanishads]

When there is harmony between the mind, heart and resolution then

nothing is impossible. [The Vedas]

Hinduism - Knowledge Organiser
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… - use of keywords/terms

… - structure
(d) Model Answer

(This student achieved skilful and accomplished.)

‘Animals should be treated with respect’ Discuss 

Many people would agree with this statement because they believe that animals have an intrinsic value, which means that animals do not exist

just to be used by humans for work and food, but deserve to be treated with care and respect.

On the one hand, the philosopher Rene Descartes would disagree with this statement because he argued that humans and animals are different

because humans have the power of reason. For Descartes, this was a strong argument for believing that because animals can’t reason like

humans, then they can’t feel pain in the same way that humans do. Therefore, humans are not morally obliged to treat animals with respect.

However, I would argue that this is a weak argument, because it is obvious that animals do feel pain.

On the other hand, other philosophers such as Peter Singer agree with this statement because he argued that if we don’t treat animals with

respect then we are guilty of Speciesism, which means that we are discriminating against other beings simply because they are members of a

different species. He believes that although there are physical differences between humans and animals, there are no moral differences, so they

must be treated with respect. For Singer, this belief is a good argument that humans should not use animals for work or food.

However, another philosopher, Immanuel Kant, argued that we should not disrespect animals because it will have a bad effect on our character.

He believed that if we are cruel to animals, then we might become cruel to humans. It is important to understand that Kant was more concerned

about the effect of treating animals cruelly had on humans rather than the animals.

In conclusion, I think that all animals should be treated with respect because everyone living in the UK must accept that the Government has

made laws to protect the welfare of all animals. Someone might disagree with me because respect means something different to different people;

a vegan would say it isn’t very respectful to eat an animal, for example. From a moral position, I agree with the philosopher Jeremy Bentham,

who argued that although animals can’t reason they can feel pain, so we still have a responsibility to treat them with respect so they don’t suffer,

even when they are being killed for food.
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