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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture. 

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”
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How did the Tudor monarchs shape 16th century England?

Key Vocabulary: Key Questions & Knowledge:

Catholic
A member of the Roman Catholic Church who sees the Pope as the 
Head of the Church.

Counter-
Reformation

A period of Catholic resurgence against the Protestant Church. 

Dissolution To end or get rid of something.

Divorce To legally end a marriage.

Dynasty A sequence of rulers from the same family.

Economic Things to do with money.

Heretic
Someone who holds religious opinions contrary to those accepted 
by the official church.

Imperialism
A policy of extending a country's power and influence through 
diplomacy or military force.

Lord
Protector

A noble advisor who rules temporarily while the English monarch is 
still a minor or otherwise unable to rule.

Monarch The head of a state – a king or queen.

Monastery
A building occupied by a community of monks living under religious 
vows. 

Political Things to do with power or how a country is run. 

Reformation
A movement in the 1500s which changed some of the practices of 
the Catholic Church and began the Protestant Church.

Religious Things to do with religion, the church or people’s beliefs.

Protestant
A member of the Church of England who sees the monarch as the 
Head of the Church.

Social Things to do with people and how they live.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

How did the 
Tudor age begin?

• From 1455 to 1485 there were a series of Civil Wars in England between two rival branches of the royal House of 
Plantagenet: the House of York and the House of Lancaster. These were known as the Wars of the Roses.

• Henry Tudor from the House of Lancaster was prepared for the throne by his mother, Lady Margaret Beaufort.
• Henry Tudor killed King Richard III of York at the Battle of Bosworth and took the throne for himself.
• Henry VII then married Elizabeth of York and joined the two rival families together, creating peace.

How diverse was 
Tudor Britain?

• Africans came to Britain for many reasons and held many different roles and occupations within Tudor society.
• Some converted to Christianity while others practiced Islam, making Tudor England more diverse than many people 

think.
• Jewish people from Portugal also came to England, fleeing the Inquisition.
• Slavery was not allowed in Tudor England so anyone fleeing captivity tried to reach England to gain freedom.

Why did Henry 
VIII break from 
Rome and close 
the monasteries?

• In 1517 Martin Luther began the Protestant Reformation. At first, Henry VIII did not agree with the new church.
• By 1525 Catherine of Aragon, Henry wife, was unable to have any more children. They had one child, Mary. 
• Henry began to look for ways to end his marriage as he wanted a son and had fallen in love with Anne Boleyn. 
• Henry also wanted more money to pay for his wars and lifestyle, and power over the Pope in Rome.
• Thomas Cromwell, Henry’s chief minister, persuaded Henry that making a new Protestant Church of England would get 

him everything he wanted.  The Act of Supremacy in 1534 made Henry VIII Supreme Head of the Church in England. 
• Cromwell then began dissolving the monasteries – the monks still supported the Pope over Henry, and their wealth and 

land could then go to the King. 

How did the 
Reformation lead 
to Empire?

• The Reformation led to a divide in Europe, with some nations remaining Catholic and others turning towards 
Protestantism.

• England became isolated with few Protestant allies. This changed England’s Foreign Policy.
• The Tudor monarchs began to expand their empire to protect themselves from their enemies.

Was Edward Vi a 
popular king?

• Edward VI made the Church of England more Protestant. A new English prayer book was issued, and the inside of 
churches changed to become plainer and simpler. Catholic altars, images and statues were smashed.

• Some people did not like the changes to the church, or that Edward VI went to war with France.
• Edward VI used his soldiers to stop riots which made the people angry.

Could Mary I 
make England 
Catholic again 
and does she 
deserve her 
nickname?

• Mary I was a devout Catholic. When she became Queen, she wanted to reverse the Protestant Reformation and make 
English churches Catholic again. This was known as the Counter-Reformation.

• Mary brought back the Catholic prayer book and services and reinstalled the Catholic decorations in Churches.
• Mary burnt over 300 people at the stake for resisting her Counter-Reformation. She has been called ‘Bloody’.
• But she was very clever; a good politician; devoted to her country; and had suffered during her parents’ divorce.

Why was 
Elizabeth I seen 
as such a 
successful 
monarch?

• Elizabeth I is remembered as one of the greatest monarchs. Her reign is sometimes called the Golden Age.
• She never married. This helped her to devote herself to her country and kept people trying to win her affection.
• She created a ‘Middle Way’ in religious policy, including some Catholic and some Protestant ideas.
• She dealt with traitors and plots ruthlessly – such as her execution of Mary Queen of Scots.
• She also defended England from foreign invasions – such as the victory over the Spanish Armada.

Why did 
Elizabeth I 
attempt to 
repatriate the 
Blackmoores?

• In 1596 Elizabeth I wrote to the lord mayors saying she wanted the ‘blackmoores’ expelled and taken back to Africa. It 
was strange as she had black people in her court and historians have debated why she did it.

• England had suffered poor harvests and there had been an increase in the number of beggars. Some people blamed the 
blackmoores for this.

• Elizabeth was also trying to negotiate the release of 89 English prisoners. Some think she was going to deport the 
blackmoores in exchange for the English prisoners.

Why did 
Elizabeth I 
celebrate 
pirates?

• Elizabeth I gave permission to some men to commit ‘legal piracy’. They attacked and plundered Spanish ships and ports 
in South America and the Caribbean. 

• These pirates paved the way for exploration and discovery and brought new commodities back to England.
• But they also became involved in the first English slave trade journeys and made relations with Spain worse.
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Why did the Civil War break out & did it change anything?

Key Vocabulary:

Civil War A war within one country.

Divine Right

of Kings

The idea that kings get their power from God and so 

rebellion against them is a sin.

Long-Term Extending over a long period of time.

Parliament
The group of people who make the laws and govern the 

country.

Personal 

Rule

The period 1629-40 when Charles I ruled without 

Parliament.

Plague An epidemic disease causing a high rate of mortality

Plot
A plan made in secret by a group of people to do something 

illegal or harmful.

Puritan A strict Protestant who believed in living a simple life.

Republic
A state in which power is held by the people and elected 

representatives.

Restoration
When the monarch, Charles II, was returned to the throne in 

England.

Ship Money A medieval tax used to provide ships for the navy.

Short-Term Occurring over a short period of time.

Tyrant A cruel and oppressive ruler.

Union of the 

Crowns

The personal union for some purposes (such as overseas 

diplomacy) of England and Scotland under a single monarch 

on 24 March 1603.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

How good a king 
was James I?

• When James VI of Scotland became James I of England he united Scotland and England for the first time.
• Some say James was a bad king – he was paranoid, dirty in his appearance, and spent too much money.
• But others say he was a good king – England was kept at peace, he tolerated religions and was very clever.

What kind of 
king was Charles 
I?

• Charles I was a strong believer in the Divine Right of Kings. He did not take advice from Parliament.
• He married a Catholic Princess, Henrietta Maria, and seemed to prefer Catholic services. This made people suspicious 

as Catholicism had become unpopular in England.
• Charles spent lots of money. He brought back Ship Money which was an old tax and forced people to pay.

Why did a war 
break out 
between 
Parliament and 
the King?

• Charles I was very unpopular due to his beliefs, his wife and his high taxes.
• Relations between Charles and Parliament were bad. Parliament tried to limit his power and he responded by closing 

them down and ruling alone.
• Charles tried to force Catholic changes onto the Church. The Scots rebelled in protest against him.
• In January 1642 Charles forced his way into Parliament with soldiers and tried to arrest 5 MPS. Many MPs thought he 

could not be trusted and wanted him to behave according to a list of rules.
• But some MPs thought Charles was being treated unfairly and supported him.

What was the 
fighting like 
during the Civil 
War?

• The King’s side were known as Royalists. They were led by Charles I and Prince Rupert. The soldiers were known as 
Cavaliers. Parliament’s side was known as the Parliamentarians. They were led by Oliver Cromwell. The soldiers were 
known as Roundheads.

• Each side had a mixture of soldiers; pikeman who fought on foot, musketeers who fought with guns, cavalrymen who 
fought on horseback, and artillery who used cannons.

• The first battle was Edgehill in October 1642. Some Roundheads panicked and fled, but the Cavaliers did not take 
advantage as they had no clear commander. There was no clear winner.

• The Battle of Naseby in 1645 was one of the most important victories in the Civil War for the Roundheads. They 
trapped the Cavaliers in a pincer movement and their only option was to surrender.

What was life 
like during the 
Civil War?

• Families and communities were divided by the Civil War, with fathers and sons sometimes fighting on opposite sides.
• 7% of the population died because of the fighting and from diseases spread by the moving armies.
• Women were impacted as the wives and mothers of soldiers who did not return from war. Many women also carried 

out wartime activities such as nursing and became responsible for protecting their homes from attack.

Why did 
Parliament win
and what did 
they do with the 
King?

• Parliament won because they had better leadership. Cromwell thought out his tactics and rarely made mistakes
• Parliament also had a stronger military. Their New Model Army were well trained and disciplined.
• They also had more money and support than Charles I. Parliament controlled the wealthiest areas of England during 

the War and were supported by Scotland while Charles had no allies and soon ran out of money.
• After his defeat people argued about what to do with Charles. He was put on trial for treason against his own country 

and executed in January 1649.

Was Cromwell a 
hero or a villain?

• After the Civil War England became a Republic. Cromwell took charge and was known as Lord Protector. He is a 
controversial individual.

• Cromwell was a Puritan. He passed laws in England to make everyone follow Puritan rules such as wearing plain 
clothing, no make-up and fasting for one day every month. He even banned Christmas celebrations so that it could be 
more ‘holy’.

• Cromwell invaded Ireland and forced Irish landowners to move. In Drogheda he ordered for a Church to be burnt 
down while there were people inside seeking refuge from his armies.

• Cromwell made reforms in English law. He allowed Jewish people to practice their faith and got rid of corruption in 
Parliament.

Was Charles II 
the King of 
Bling?

• When Cromwell died there was no one in charge of England. In 1660 MPs wrote to Charles I’s son who was living in 
exile in France and asked him to come back to be King of England. This was the Restoration of the Monarchy.

• Charles II was met with cheering and celebration when he returned. He was known for partying, and he got rid of 
Cromwell’s strict Puritan rules.

• Charles II set up the Royal Society which was an important scientific organisation. He also stayed in London during 
the Great Fire in 1666 and took charge of the plans to save the city.
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How and why did Britain change between 1750 and 1900?

Key Vocabulary: Key Questions & Knowledge:

Agriculture To do with farming, food and the land.

Agricultural 

Revolution

An unprecedented increase in agricultural production in Britain 

arising from increases in labour and land productivity between 

the mid-17th and late 19th centuries.

Canals A manmade waterway.

Census An official count or survey of a population.

Factory
A building or group of buildings where goods are made, usually 

by machine.

Industry A system of production, usually in factories.

Industrial 

Revolution

A period of major industrialisation and innovation that took 

place during the late 1700s and early 1800s

Laissez-

Faire

The idea that the government should not interfere with the lives 

of the people.

Pollution
The presence of a harmful or poisonous substance in the 

environment.

Population All the people who live in a place.

Poverty To be extremely poor.

Public 

Health

The health of a whole population, and the regulation and 

support given by the government to protect and keep people 

healthy.

Slums Dirty and overcrowded housing inhabited by poor people.

Social 

Reform
Things made or changed to improve the lives of ordinary people.

Transport
A system or means of conveying people or goods from place to 

place.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

Why did the 
population
grow?

• In 1701 the population of Britain was about 7 million and rising slowly. By 1901 it was 40 million
• Many factors explain this dramatic rise. Medicine and hygiene had improved which meant more babies survived their 

first year, people caught fewer disease and the death rate decreased.
• People started getting married earlier. This meant they had more time to have more children and the birth rate 

increased. Farmers produced more meat and could sell it more less. As a result, people’s diet improved.

What was the 
agricultural 
revolution?

• The changes and improvements in the British farming sector in the 1700s is known as the Agricultural Revolution. 
Without it the Industrial Revolution would not have been possible.

• The enclosure movement meant farmers separated off their land. This allowed them to grow more food and make 
more money.

• Farmers began using the crop-rotation method. This involved growing 4 different crops, over 4 years, in 4 different 
fields to reduce unused land, replenish the nutrients in the soil and get bigger harvests.

• Farmers also found a way to use selective breeding of their animals to get more meat, milk or wool from them.

What were the 
new inventions
of the industrial 
age?

• Much of our modern technology stems from the innovation and scientific development of the industrial age.
• Some inventions made manufacture and industry more productive, such as the flying shuttle loom and spinning 

jenny. Others completely changed the way we worked, such as the first factories and power looms.
• Transport changed with inventions such as the steam engine and internal combustion engine, and there were also 

developments in communications with the telegraph and the typewriter.
• New materials such as concrete, steel and cement meant new infrastructure and equipment could be made.
• Other important discoveries include the lightbulb, Mackintosh raincoats, the photograph, tin cans, gas streetlights, 

matches, and electricity.

How did the 
Industrial 
Revolution 
affect working 
conditions?

• In the 1800s children as young as 6 worked in factories and in mines. Poor families sent their children out to work 
because they needed the money. There was no compulsory comprehensive education.

• Shifts were normally 12-14 hours and did not always allow breaks. Men would be paid 75p, women 35p and children 
15p a week. Some employers did not allow clocks, so people did not know how long they worked for.

• Discipline was harsh with punishments including strapping (being hit with a leather strap) and fines for talking, 
whistling, leaving the machine without permission and having dirt on the machine.

• Health and safety was poor. Dusty factories led to lung diseases, hearing was damaged by loud machines and 
exposure to dangerous chemicals and materials rotted people’s skin. Mines were even more dangerous with roof 
falls, explosions and drownings common. Children were often the victims of accidents involving machinery.

• Some factory owners wanted to improve working conditions. Robert Owen believed if workers were treated well 
then, they would work harder. He provided houses and a school for his workers and their families.

• Eventually there was some reform. In 1832 the Factory Act stopped children under the age of 9 working. The 1842 
Mines Act stopped women, and children under 10 working below ground in mines. The 1847 Ten Hours Act limited 
women and young people to working a maximum of 58 hours a week.

How did 
transport 
develop?

• At the start of the 18th century Britain’s transport network was old and slow. There was a demand for change 
because farmers and factory owners wanted to move goods to make profits.

• Turnpike trusts were set up to improve and maintain the roads. Canals were effective for moving large quantities of 
heavy and fragile goods from factories.

• The railways benefited industry by moving goods faster and in larger quantities, but ordinary people benefitted too. 
They could now travel around the country for holidays. New towns developed as the railway made it possible for 
workers to commute.

What were living 
conditions like in 
industrial 
towns?

• Life for the poor in industrial cities was awful. Pollution from the factories made it dark, damp and dirty.
• Large numbers moved to the cities for work leading to overcrowding. Whole families often lived in one room.
• Houses were built close together so there was little light or fresh air. They did not have clean running water or proper 

waste disposal systems. Water was therefore often contaminated with human waste.
• Diseases such as typhus, typhoid, tuberculosis and cholera spread quickly in the dirty and overcrowded slums.
• There were some reforms. For example, the Housing of the Working Classes Act 1890 set standards for new houses, 

but it did nothing about the houses that were already made.
• Attitudes towards the poor were very harsh with many believing the poor were poor because of their own failings. 

But by the 1900s attitudes were starting to change and social reforms were made in the 20th century.
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How did we get the vote?

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Chartists
Working-class male suffrage movement that existed in Britain from 1838 

to 1857. It took its name from the People’s Charter.

Constituencies An area whose voters elect a representative.

Democracy
A system of Government where the population vote for a representative 

to hold power.

Equality All having the same status, rights and opportunities.

Electorate The people who are allowed to vote

MPs Member of Parliament; someone formally elected to the UK Parliament.

Pocket 

Boroughs

A borough in which the election of political representatives was 

controlled by one person or family.

Property 

Qualification
Being allowed to vote because you own land or a house.

Reform Acts
A series of acts (laws) passed in 1832, 1867, and 1884–85 that expanded 

the electorate for the House of Commons.

Rotten 

Boroughs

A borough that was able to elect an MP despite having very few voters, 

the choice of MP typically being in the hands of one person or family.

Suffrage The right to vote in political elections.

Suffragette A woman seeking the right to vote through organised direct action.

Suffragists
A person campaigning peacefully for the extension of suffrage to 

women.

Tories

British political party. They are associated with a system of hereditary 

power and believed MPs are responsible for the welfare of the people 

and the people have a duty to obey.

Uniform

Franchise
The same voting rights across the whole country.

Whig

British political party. They are associated with a system of popular 

power and believed MPs are responsible for the welfare of the people 

and are also accountable to them.
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Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was wrong 
with the British 
political system 
in the early 
1800s?

• In the early 1800s less than 2% of people in Britain could vote for an MP. To vote you needed to be male and over 21, 
and in many areas of the country you needed to own property as well.

• Voting was not done in secret which meant people were open to bribery or threats.
• Only men could be MPs and you had to own land and be able to support yourself as MPs did not get paid.
• Some constituencies were called Rotten Boroughs. They had tiny numbers of voters but could send two MPs.
• Others were known as Pocket Boroughs. Here the landowner controlled all the votes, so they chose the MP.

How should we 
remember 
Peterloo?

• In 1819, reformers in Manchester called a meeting. It was advertised with posters and Henry Hunt was going to call 
for reform of Parliament, reduction of taxes, and for votes for all adults.

• On 16th August around 60,000 people arrived at St Peter’s Fields. They marched peacefully with bands and banners. 
When Hunt began to speak, he was arrested, and the soldiers used their swords to get through the crowd towards 
him. 17 people were killed and 600 injured.

• Hunt was sent to prison and public meetings were banned. Some people think Peterloo should be commemorated 
because the people were unfairly massacred by the government.

How ‘great’ was 
the Great 
Reform Act?

• In 1830 there was a new king – William IV –and a new Whig government who had promised to reform the voting 
system. MPs put forward their ideas for reform, but the House of Lords rejected it. People became angry and the 
King, worried that protests would get worse, saw that the Reform Act had to be passed.

• The Great Reform Act was passed in 1832. It increased suffrage to 20% of men in Britain, with more seats in 
Parliament for MPs from Scotland and Ireland. Rotten Boroughs were removed, and new fairer constituencies were 
created.

• But working-class men and all women still did not get the vote, and MPs were still unpaid.

How successful 
were the 
Chartists?

• Chartism began in 1838. They supported The People’s Charter which demanded better wages and conditions for 
workers, equal rights for all men and a greater form of democracy in Britain.

• The Chartists organised three petitions to try and persuade Parliament to agree to their demands. The first two 
Parliament refused to receive; the third was debated by MPs but then rejected.

• Although the Chartists failed in the short term, in the long term all but one of their objectives were achieved and are 
a part of our democracy today.

What was the 
importance of 
the 2nd and 3rd

Reform Acts?

• The 2nd Reform Act in 1867 granted the vote to all homeowners, lodgers who paid rent of £10 or more, agricultural 
landowners and tenants. More men in urban areas were enfranchised. BUT it did not alter the balance of power – the 
people who were allowed to vote remained mostly in the middle and upper classes.

• The 3rd Reform Act in 1884 brought in the ‘one man, one vote’ idea and established a uniform franchise throughout 
the country. BUT women were still completely excluded from the democratic process.

What were the 
arguments for 
and against 
women getting 
the vote?

• Campaigners for women’s suffrage argued that women contributed to society, paid taxes, worked, and faced specific 
challenges just by being female, and so deserved the right to vote and have a say in what Parliament did.

• Those against women’s suffrage said that women were too emotional and that they did not fight wars and so should 
not be allowed to vote. Many worried that by having the vote, women would neglect their ‘proper’ duties of being 
wives and mothers.

How did women 
campaign for 
the vote?

• Suffragists campaigned for the right to vote using peaceful methods, such as organising meetings and peaceful 
marches, writing letters to MPs and influential people, arranging petitions and displaying posters and signs.

• Some people became fed up with the lack of change being achieved and formed the Suffragettes. They were 
prepared to use direct action to achieve votes for women and their motto was ‘deeds not words’. They chained 
themselves to the railings outside Parliament, Buckingham Palace and Downing Street; they smashed shop windows, 
set post boxes on fire and threw eggs and flour at MPs. Many Suffragettes were arrested. In prison they went on 
hunger strike and the Government force-fed them in a cruel and inhumane way.

• Some women involved in the campaign for female suffrage include Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, Nancy Astor, Emily 
Davison, Millicent Fawcett, Emmeline Pankhurst, Sarah Parker Remond and Princess Sophia Duleep Singh.

• During the First World War women took on new roles and jobs to support the war effort and were vital in helping the 
Allies to victory. In 1918 women over 30 who were householders were given the vote.

• It was not until the Representation of the People Act 1928 when all women over the age of 21 were granted the vote 
on the same terms as men.
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What effect did empire-building have?

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Key Question What do I need to know?

Why did Britain want 
an empire?

• The British Empire was built for different reasons. Some were economic; having control of other nations would allow Britain to import goods and raw 
materials more cheaply. Some were political; Britain wanted to be seen as powerful.

• There were also religious and social reasons; many British people believed they were superior and that some other nations needed to be ‘civilised’, 
while others believed it was their duty to spread the Christian faith.

Empire Case Study: 
India

• India was densely populated and as developed as Britain was in the 1700s when the British arrived to colonise it.
• The East India Company was instrumental in colonising and governing large swathes of the British Empire.
• In 1600, when the East India Company was founded, Britain was generating 1.8% of the world’s GDP, while India was producing 22.5%. By the peak of 

the Raj, those figures had been reversed: India was reduced from the world’s leading manufacturing nation to a symbol of famine and deprivation.
• British rule ended nearly 200 years later with Jawaharlal Nehru's famous speech on India's 'tryst with destiny' at midnight on 14th August 1947.

Empire Case Study: 
Africa

• Before European colonisation Africa had an estimated 10,000 different states with distinct languages and customs.
• Civilisations in Africa, such as the Ancient Egyptian, gave rise to many important developments in engineering, mathematics, architecture, medicine and 

art. Songhay was famous for its Islamic university.
• At first, Britain and other European nations claimed that they did not want much land in Africa because it was worthless to them – but by 1914 the 

whole continent had been colonised. There are different theories about why this was.

What was 
the transatlantic 
slave trade and what 
were conditions like 
on the Middle 
Passage?

• The transatlantic slave trade was a system in where manufactured goods would be taken from Europe to Africa. In Africa, the goods would be traded for 
captured African people who were then taken across the Atlantic to the Americas. In America, the enslavers would sell people to work on plantations 
growing tobacco, cotton and sugar. These raw materials were then taken back across to Europe.

• The journey that carried enslaved people into slavery across the Atlantic was called the Middle Passage. The captured men, women and children were 
kept in the ship’s hold. They lay on rough wooden shelves and were packed tightly together.

• Two meals of porridge would be provided each day. The enslavers provided no access to toilets or washing facilities. Disease was common.

What happened when 
slaves arrived in 
America?

• When slave ships arrived in the Americas the enslaved people would be taken to shore. The enslavers often applied tar or paint to the skin of the 
enslaved to cover up scars or wounds and make them look healthier.

• Auctions were then held. Families and friends would be separated, by force if necessary. The most common auction was a bidding auction. The 
enslavers would present those that they had enslaved to the crowd and anyone wanting to buy them could come and inspect them. This was degrading, 
confusing and scary for the enslaved Africans who could not always understand English. The enslaver who bid the highest amount would then take the 
enslaved person.

What was life 
like on plantations?

• Accommodation for enslaved people was usually wooden huts. Often all slept together in one room on straw beds.
• Work in the fields was tough and tiring. Enslavers forced them to work from sunrise to sunset. Some enslaved people were forced to work in the ‘big 

house’ on the plantations, cooking, cleaning and serving the plantation owner and his family. Punishments were given for those who did not do what 
the plantation owner or the overseers wanted.

• Enslaved people had no rights or legal protection in the Americas and families could be separated. Any children born were considered property of 
enslavers and were often taken away from their mothers and sold to other enslavers.

How did enslaved 
people resist?

• Enslaved people resisted by preserving their African culture, through music, dance, or storytelling.
• Some deliberately worked slowly and broke tools. 
• Others escaped using the secret underground railroad. Some slaves, like Harriet Tubman, escaped and then returned to help others make their way to 

freedom.
• One man mailed himself to a friend in North America, where slavery was illegal, making him a free man once he arrived.
• There were uprisings and rebellions across the Caribbean and North America.

What is the legacy of 
slavery?

• When colonial slavery was abolished, in 1833, the British government paid £20 million to slave-owners as compensation for the loss of their 'property'. 
The enslaved received nothing. This had a wide-reaching impact which continues today.

• Today, there is a debate around how British society should learn from the mistakes of the past, for example the recent controversy regarding statues.
• Countries across the world have been shaped by the legacy of the slave trade, and there is a wealth of connections between the past and present.
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Auction
A public sale in which goods or property are sold to 

the highest bidder.

Civilised
A place or people considered to be more 

advanced.

Coercion
To persuade something to do something by using 

force or threats.

Colony
A country under the political control of another 

country and occupied by settlers from that country.

Consent
To give agreement to do something or allow 

something to happen.

Culture
The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a 

particular people or society.

Dominion
A term used to refer to certain self-governing 

nations of the British Empire.

Empire
A group of countries ruled over by one person or 

group.

Famine An extreme shortage of food.

Middle 

Passage

The sea journey undertaken by slave ships from 

Africa to the Americas.

Plantation A large estate on which crops are grown.

Triangular

Trade

A system in which slaves, crops and goods were 

sold between Africa, America and Europe.

Resistance The refusal to accept or comply with something.

Scramble for 

Africa

The invasion, occupation, division, and colonization 

of most of Africa by Western European powers 

between 1881 and 1914.

Underground 

railroad

A network of secret routes and safe houses 

established in the U.S.A during the early to mid-

19th century. It was used by enslaved African 

Americans primarily to escape into free states and 

Canada.

Key Vocabulary:



How did the Civil Rights Movement try to gain equality in America?

Key Questions & Knowledge:
🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End
Revised

?

How was slavery 
abolished?

• The slave trade using British ships was abolished in 1807. Slavery throughout the British Empire Was ended in 1833.
• There are some famous anti-slavery campaigners such as Clarkson and Wilberforce who spoke about the horrors of slavery in Parliament and shocked 

people with information about the middle passage, auctions and life on plantations.
• Black activists, former slaves, and enslaved Africans also helped to abolish slavery through writing about their experiences and organising revolts and 

resistance.
• Ordinary people, especially groups led by women, joined the movement by putting pressure on politicians and organising boycotts.

What were the Jim 
Crow Laws and was 
it possible to be 
‘separate but equal’?

• Slavery ended in the US in 1865 after the Civil War. People in the southern states were not happy with the new rights given to the former slaves. In many 
Southern states, Jim Crow Laws officially segregated black people from the white population. Laws included having to take literacy tests before being 
allowed to vote, a ban on interracial relationships and having separate rooms and entrances for black and white people in buildings.

• Many ex-slaves kept working on the plantations because it was hard for them to find new jobs. The Black Code allowed police in the Southern states to 
arrest black men for small crimes and force them to work in chain gangs. This was a form of slavery.

• The US Government declared that segregation was legal if the facilities provided to each race were equal. But in most places, segregated schools, 
transport, medical care and public facilities were much worse for black Americans.

What were the 
events of Brown vs 
Board of Education?

• In the 1950s, schools in America were segregated. Schools for black children were not as well equipped as those for while children.
• In Kansas, Linda Brown had to walk 1 mile to get to her school, even though a white school was very close. Her father tried to get her into the local 

school, but the principal refused. Brown asked the NAACP for help, and they took the school to court.
• The judge declared that the idea of ‘separate but equal’ was not possible in schools and required the desegregation of schools.
• This case overturned the ‘separate but equal’ idea and was an important moral victory for the Civil Rights Movement. However, it encouraged some 

racist behaviour from those who wanted schools to remain segregated.

What happened to 
Emmett Till?

• Emmett Till grew up in Chicago where it was segregated but things were not as bad as it was for black people in the Southern states. He had family who 
lived in Mississippi and in the summer of 1955, he went to visit them.

• On 31st August 1955 Emmett’s body was found in the Tallahatchie River. He had been shot and badly beaten.
• The murderers were arrested. At the trial they told how Emmett had spoken to a white woman, that they found it disrespectful and wanted to ‘put him 

in his place’. They admitted to the crime, but the all-white jury found them not guilty.
• His mother arranged for an open casket at his funeral so that people could see what had happened to him. His funeral made the news all around the 

world and inspired people like Rosa Parks to take a stand against the racism in America.

What happened at 
Little Rock in 1957?

• In 1957 Little Rock High School in Arkansas admitted 9 black students as part of the desegregation law. Some tried to stop the black students entering the 
school. They had to deal with protests, abuse and blockades every day.

• President Eisenhower sent 1000 US troops to protect the black students on their way to and from school.
• The Little Rock 9 inspired others as they never retaliated no matter how badly they were treated, and it was an important step in the complete 

desegregation of schools. However, it was a long time before racism in schools was removed.

How important is 
Rosa Parks to the 
Civil Rights 
Movement?

• In 1950s America, black and white people could ride on the same bus, but black people had to sit at the very back and were expected to give up their 
seats if a white person was standing. In 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat and was arrested.

• As a result, the NAACP organised a boycott of the buses. Shop keepers and bus companies lost money as the black community stopped spending money 
on buses and visiting shopping centres. In 1956 the US Supreme Court ordered that segregation on buses was illegal and the boycott came to an end.

• Rosa Parks became a role model for others who wanted to fight for equal rights and the bus boycott was a major win for the Civil Rights Movement. But 
it only affected local companies in one area and even though the law changed, people’s views had not.

How important is 
Martin Luther King to 
the Civil Rights 
Movement?

• Martin Luther King was a religious man who disliked the use of violence. He organised peaceful Marches on Birmingham, Washington and Selma. He won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. But some have criticised him for not taking enough direct action.

• His passionate “I have a dream” speech produced a strong effect on public opinion and helped with the passing of the Civil Rights Act in 1964 which said 
all states had to ensure desegregation was followed.

• He was assassinated in 1968. His death sparked riots and demonstrations across America.

What was the 
significance of the 
Freedom Rides and 
Sit-Ins?

• In 1961 groups of white and black activists took bus trips through the American South to protest segregation. They were known as Freedom Riders and 
they often faced violence from protestors but drew international attention to the Civil Rights campaign.

• Sit-ins were organised where black students would sit at white-only lunch counters and refuse to leave, even if they were denied service. Many 
protestors endured violence, abuse and food and drink being poured on them. Their actions made a huge impact with many establishments changing 
their policies and ending segregated counters.

Did the Black Power 
movement help or 
hinder the Civil 
Rights Movement?

• In the mid-1960s the Civil Rights Movement became more violent. Many were frustrated with what felt like the slow rate of progress and lack of change 
in attitudes towards black people.

• The phrase Black Power was used as a protest against the white community who held all the power and resources in American society. Some people 
used it as a way of celebrating black culture. While others believed it meant working for a purely black society with no integration with white people.

• Some said the Black Power Movement created more division and went against what the NAACP had been trying to achieve.
• Others said it was important for asserting black identify and culture and added much-needed urgency to the fight for Civil Rights.
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Abolition The action of getting rid of something.

Activist Someone who campaigns to achieve political or social change.

Black 
Panthers

A revolutionary socialist organisation founded in 1966 to protect 
black citizens from brutality and discrimination.

Black Power
A revolutionary movement in the 1960s-70s that emphasised 
pride in being black, economic empowerment and the creation 
of black institutions.

Boycott
To stop buying or using a product or service, usually as a form of 
protest.

Civil Rights
The right of an individual to political and social freedom and 
equality.

Direct Action
The use of strikes, demonstrations and other public forms of 
protest rather than negotiations to achieve something you 
want.

Equality All having the same status, rights and opportunities.

Freedom 
Rides

A series of protests against segregation by black and white 
students who rode buses together through the American South 
in 1961.

Jim Crow 
Laws

State and local laws which legalised racial segregation and 
denied equal opportunity to black Americans.

Ku Klux Klan
A secret hate group in the southern U.S., active for several years 
after the Civil War, which aimed to suppress the newly acquired 
rights of Black people

NAACP
National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People; 
set up in 1909 in response to violence against black people in 
the US, it was the largest civil rights organisation in America.

Segregation The separation of people of different races or ethnic groups.

Share-
cropping

When a tenant farmer must give part of their crop to the 
landowner as rent.

Sit-Ins
A form of protest in which demonstrators occupy a place and 
refuse to leave until their demands are met.

Key Vocabulary:



Emerging Developing Proficient Confident Skilful and Accomplished Mastery

Development 
of knowledge 

and 
understanding

I show 
limited understanding 

of a topic.

I can include generalised 
information about a 

topic.

I can include relevant 
information about a topic..

I can describe detailed 
information about a topic.

I can describe accurate and 
relevant information about 

a topic and demonstrate 
some knowledge and 

understanding of a period.

I can describe accurate and 
relevant information about 

a topic and demonstrate 
good knowledge and 

understanding of a period

Ability to 
analyse 

second-order 
concepts 
(change, 

continuity, cause, 
consequence, 
significance)

I can give a simple 
answer.

I can give a generalised 
answer.

I can give a descriptive 
answer.

I can give a descriptive 
answer with some implicit 
or unsustained links to the 

focus of the question.

I can give a detailed 
descriptive answer with 

some links to the focus of 
the question. My writing 
shows some organisation 

or material.

I can begin to give an 
explanation with some 
links to the focus of the 

question. My writing shows 
some development and 
organisation of material.

Ability to 
analyse and 
use sources

I can show simple 
comprehension of 
source material.

I can show 
comprehension of source 

material by quoting or 
paraphrasing some 

content.

I can some comprehension 
of source material by 

making inferences and by 
quoting or paraphrasing 

content.

I can make inferences from 
source material and give 

simple judgements on 
utility. I can support my 

judgement with 
undeveloped comment on 

content or provenance.

I can make inferences from 
source material and give 

judgements on utility. I can 
support my judgement 

with comment on content 
or provenance.

I can make inferences and 
give a judgement on source 

utility by starting to use 
valid criteria. I can support 

my judgements with 
developed comment 

relating to content and/or 
provenance.

Ability to 
analyse 

historical 
interpretations

I show limited 
understanding of what 

interpretations are.

I can paraphrase the 
content of an 

interpretation.

I show some understanding 
of interpretations by 

selecting and including 
some detail in the form or 

simple paraphrase or direct 
quotation.

I show limited analysis of 
interpretations by selecting 
and including some detail 

in the form of simple 
paraphrase or direct 

quotation.

I show simple analysis of 
interpretations by selecting 
and including some detail 

in the form of simple 
paraphrase or direct 

quotation. I can identify 
differences of view.

I show some valid 
evaluation and can agree 

with or counter an 
interpretation. I show some 
analysis by including details 

from interpretations to 
support my comments. I 

include some relevant 
contextual knowledge. I 

identify key difference of 
view and imply a valid 

reason for the difference. I 
can give an overall 

judgement.
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Development of knowledge and understanding

Example Question: Describe two features of the fight to end segregation in America in the 1960s.



Mastery
One reason why Edward VI was unpopular was because of his religious changes. For example, Edward VI brought in a new English prayer 
book, removing the Catholic version completely and destroyed the religious icons, images and stained glass windows that decorated the 

churches. This made Edward VI unpopular because many common people liked the Catholic Church and the way the services had run and did 
not want these new changes, many felt that they were being forced to do things that they did not want and they disliked Edward VI for this. 

This was not the main reason why Edward VI was unpopular though, as the struggling economy caused more pertinent issues which upset the 
people.

Developing

Edward VI changed the church in England by bringing in an 
English prayer book and taking away the statues.

Confident

One reason why Edward VI was unpopular was because he changed the 
church. For example, he made a new English prayer book and removed the 

statues and stained glass windows so he churches were more Protestant but 
some people did not like that they were forced to worship differently. 

Generalised answer is given with no clear factor identified

Facts are accurate

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis & evaluation clearly shown by explaining why the factor answers the 

question & by comparing it to the other factors in the rest of the answer

Accurate & detailed supporting evidence given

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Detailed descriptive answer given with a factor 

identified & supported

The evidence given is accurate

The correct Point Evidence structure has been used 

but an Explanation is missing

Ability to analyse second-order concepts
Example Question: Explain why Edward VI was unpopular with some of his citizens.
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Mastery
On the one hand, the Gunpowder Plot may be considered a genuine Catholic conspiracy. For example, the leaders of the Plot, including Catesby, 

Winter and Percy were all known Catholics and Guido Fawkes made a signed confession implicating all of them in the plot and saying their 
motive was to kill the King. Therefore the Gunpowder Plot was a genuine Catholic conspiracy because all of those involved were Catholic and 
therefore would have been victims of the harsh anti-Catholic laws that had been brought into England and it is sensible to assume that they 

would have wanted to take revenge on the government who had targeted and victimised them and that they would have sought the opportunity 
to take the King’s life in order to allow a different monarch to take the throne who might have been more lenient. However, there is more 

substantial and persuasive evidence to suggest that the plotters were framed by members of James I’s government.

Developing

The Gunpowder Plot involved a group of 13 Catholic men who 
wanted to kill King James because of his anti-Catholic laws.

Confident

The Gunpowder Plot was a genuine Catholic conspiracy. For example, all of the 
people involved in the plot were known Catholics so they might have wanted to 

plot to kill the King because he was passing anti-Catholic laws. 
Generalised answer is given

Facts are accurate
The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis & evaluation clearly shown by explaining why the statement is correct 
& by comparing it with the other side of the argument explored in the rest of 

the answer
Accurate & detailed supporting evidence given

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Detailed descriptive answer given with one side of 
the argument supported

The evidence given is accurate
The correct Point Evidence structure has been used 

but an Explanation is missing

Ability to analyse second-order concepts
Example Question: ‘The Gunpowder Plot was a genuine Catholic conspiracy.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
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Ability to analyse and use sources
Example Question: Give two things you can infer from Source C about work in industrial factories.

Mastery

One thing I can infer is that work in industrial factories was arduous.
The detail in the source which supports this is the workers in the image are shown with tired expressions and hunched backs to indicate the 

toll that their work has taken on them physically and mentally.

Developing

In the picture there are men and some women standing in front of a 
big machine. Some of them are bending over and holding their 

backs.

Confident

One thing I can infer is that working in factories was hard.
The detail in the source which supports this is we can see the workers 

are bent over with back pain.

An inference has not been made
Detail from the source material is given

The correct structure is not used

Analysis of source clearly shown with detailed & complex inference 
made

Accurate & relevant source material used to support comments
The correct structure is followed

Some analysis of source clearly shown with an inference made
Relevant source material used to support comments

The correct structure is used
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Mastery

The main difference between these views is how successful they were. For example, Interpretation I says that “Chartism failed to achieve any of their 
objectives”, however Interpretation 2 says “Chartism paved the way for some of the important elements of our modern democracy”. This shows the 
main difference between these views is how successful the Chartists were because Interpretation 1 argues that the Chartists failed because they did 

not manage to get any of their objectives passed by Parliament whereas Interpretation 2 suggests that the Chartists achieved long-term success 
because their ideas were eventually adopted into law.

Developing

Interpretation 1 says that the Chartists failed. Interpretation 2 
says that now lots of Chartist ideas are part of our country.

Confident

The main difference between these views is that they disagree about how 
successful the Chartists were. For example, in Interpretation 1 it says that 

none of the Chartists ideas were made into actual laws but in 
Interpretation 2 it says that in the long-term their ideas were followed 

and they are an important part of our country today.Some understanding is shown with no difference of view 
indicated

Detail from the Interpretations is paraphrased
The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis of Interpretations clearly shown by indicating & 
explaining a difference of view

Accurate & relevant material from the Interpretations used to 
support comments

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Simple analysis of interpretations shown by identifying a difference of 
view

Relevant material from the Interpretations paraphrased

The correct Point Evidence structure has been used but an Explanation is 
missing

Ability to analyse historical interpretations
Example Question: What is the main difference between these two views of the Chartists?
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