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Geography has played important roles in the evolution of people, their 
ideas, places and environments

“Geography has made us neighbors”



Emerging Developing Proficient Confident
Skilful and 

Accomplished
Mastery 

AO1 Shows limited knowledge 

no specific detail.

Shows limited knowledge 

with little specific detail.

Shows generic knowledge 

with some specific detail.

Shows clear and accurate 

knowledge.

Applies clear,  detailed and 

accurate knowledge with 

reference to evidence.

Demonstrates a range of  

comprehensive and detailed 

knowledge, which can be accurately 

applied, and with reference to 

specific evidence and/or events.

AO2 Demonstrates limited 

understanding of the 

issue/s and geographical 

understanding.

Demonstrates some 

understanding of the issue/s 

and geographical 

understanding.

Demonstrates some 

understanding of the issue/s 

and shows slight 

geographical understanding 

with limited links to the 

evidence.

Shows a reasonable 
understanding of the evidence 
surrounding the issue/s and 
shows some geographical 
understanding.

Shows geographical 

understanding of the issue/s 

thorough understanding of the 

evidence. 

Demonstrates a thorough 

geographical understanding and 

provides a balanced  discussion with 

well-developed ideas through a 

detailed understanding of the 

issue/s.

AO3 Shows generic knowledge 

and understanding of the 

resource/s and no 

evaluation of  the 

significance of 

events/effects.

Shows limited knowledge 

and understanding of the 

resource/s and some 

evaluation of the significance 

of events/effects.

Demonstrates some 

interpretation through the 

application of limited 

relevant knowledge and 

understanding to the 

resource/s and in evaluating 

the significance of 

events/effects.

Demonstrates reasonable 

interpretation through the 

application of knowledge and 

understanding to the 

resource/s and in evaluating 

the significance of 

events/effects.

Demonstrates interpretation 

through the application of 

relevant knowledge and 

understanding to the 

resource/s and in evaluating 

the significance of 

events/effects. 

Demonstrates accurate 

interpretation through the 

application of relevant knowledge 

and understanding to the resource/s 

and a coherent and reasoned way in 

evaluating the relative significance of 

events/effects. 

AO4 Makes no use of 

supporting resource/s.

Makes limited use of 
supporting resource/s.

Makes use of some 

supporting resource/s. 

Makes good use of some 

supporting resource/s. 

Makes clear and effective use of 
most supporting resource/s.

Makes clear and effective use of  
supporting resource/s.
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1. Our physical world 1. Our physical world

Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know?
🙁 😐 😊

1.1 A world of 
extremes

•How can we use longitude and latitude?

•How does the physical landscape vary globally?

1.2 Our underwater 
world

•What is the geography of the ocean?

•What happens at plate margins?

1.3 Earthquakes •Where and why do earthquakes occur?

•What are earthquakes like?

1.4 Volcanoes •Where and why do volcanoes occur?

•What are volcanic eruptions like?

1.5 Global weather 
and climate

•How does the world experience extreme 
weather?

•Why does the world experience extreme 
weather?

•Comparing maps

Cartographical skills

Use, interpret and complete atlas maps

Use and interpret physical maps

Use and interpret ground photos

Label and annotate sketches

Use, interpret and complete diagrams

Graphical skills

Complete a climate graph

Use, interpret and complete diagram

Literacy skills

Use written and digital sources

Write descriptively and analytically

Numerical skills

Latitude Parallel lines on an atlas map drawn north and south of the Equator

Longitude Lines on an atlas map drawn between the North Pole and South Pole

Mid-Atlantic Ridge A mounatin chain that runs north-south in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean 

Rift valley A narrow, steep-sided valley formed by the collapse of a central block of land 

Fault A tear or fracture in Earth's crust

Plate tectonics The theory used to explain the formation of Earth's major landforms

Crust The thin outer layer of Earth, made of rock 

Plate A slab of Earth's crust

Constructive plate margin Where two plates move away from each other, e.g. at the Mid-Atlantic Ridge 

Destructive plate margin Where two plates move toawards each other, e.g. at the Mariana Trench

Conservative plate margin
Where two plates slide alongside each other, e.g. the San Andreas Fault in California, 
USA

Earthquake Sudden violent shaking of the ground 

Epicentre The point on the ground surface directly above the focus of an earthquake 

Seismic waves Shock waves radiating out from the focus of an earthquake 

Seismograph An instrument that measures and records earthquakes 

Richter scale The scale used to describe the magnitude (strength) of an earthquake or landslide 

Tsunami A destructive wave caused by an underwater earthquake or volcanic eruption

Focus The point undergound where the earthquake is triggered 

Volcano
Typically, a cone-shaped landform with a broad base and narrow top, where lava erupts 
at Earth's surface 

Crater The bowl-shaped top of a volcano 

Magma Melted rock below Earth's surface 

Lava Magma that erupts above ground 

Vent A channel through which magma travels to reach Earth's surface 

Hot spot
Small areas where Earth's crust is so thin that hot magma melts and breaks through the 
rock above it, often building up over time to form an island 

Caldera A huge volcanic crater that has collapsed following an eruption 

Heatwave A long period of very high temperatures 

Wildfire An uncontrolled fire in open countryside or forest 

Tropical storm A huge powerful storm formed in the tropics 

Monsoon
The seasonal weather pattern experienced in parts of Asia that brings very heavy rain in 
summer 

Eye The centre of a tropical storm, where there are calm, dry conditions 
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2) Our living world
2. Our living world

Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know? 🙁 😐 😊

2.1The story of bamboo •How is bamboo globally distributed?

•Why is bamboo one of the most sustainable plants ?

2.2 Where does my breakfast 
come from?

•How is my breakfast made?

•How far has my breakfast travelled?

2.3 Ecosystems- who is eating 
who?

•What are the characteristics of the temperate deciduous 
forest ecosystem?

•How do the characteristics of global ecosystems vary?

2.4 The Mediterranean biome •What are the characteristics of the Mediterranean biome?

•Why are olives so important to the Mediterranean biome?

2.5 Coral reefs-rainforests of the 
seas

•Where are coral reefs found and how are they formed?

•Why are coral reefs under threat?

Cartographical skills

Use, interpret and complete atlas maps

Use and interpret physical maps

Use and interpret satellite images

Describe Landscape and land use from photos

Use, interpret and complete diagrams

Graphical skills

Complete a map cross-section

Literacy skills

Use written and digital sources

Draw conclusions

Numerical skills

Understand and interpret numerical data

Bamboo A large and very fast growing type of grass that forms stiff, strong stems

Sustainable resource A long lasting, renewable resource that when used does not damage the environment 

Commercial As a business to make money 

Grains Grain-producing cereal crops such as wheat, oats and barley 

Locally sourced Food or other items that come from the local area 

Food miles The number of miles that food has travelled from producer to consumer 

Staple food A food eaten in large amounts and supplying most of a person's energy 

Deciduous forest A woodland ecosystem dominated by trees that shed their leaves in winter 

Ecosystem A community of living organisms, and their connections with the climate and the soil 

Food chain Links between organisms that feed on each other 

Herbivore An animal that eats only plants 

Omnivore An animal that eats a varied diet of plants and animals 

Fungi Organisms that break down dead plants and animals, e.g. mushrooms 

Decomposers
Fungi and bacteria that break down dead organic matter, releasing nutrients to support 
plant growth 

Nutrients Plant foods

Carnivore An animal that only eats meat

Food web Interconnected food chains that make up a large ecosystem 

Biome A global ecosystem, such as temperature deciduous forest or tropical rainforest

Mediterranean 
biome A global ecosystem that has long hot summers with little rainfall 

Flash flood A sudden flood, usually due to heavy rain 

Landslide The movement, often very fast, of rock and earth down the slope of a hill or cliff 

Coral reef An underwater ecosystem made up of a ridge or mound of coral 

Coral Very small animals with a hard exoskeleton 

Algae Tiny plant-like organisms that provide food for coral 

Fringing reef A coral reef developing along a coastline 

Barrier reef Orginally a fringing reef but now surrounded by deeper water due to sea level rise 

Coral atoll A circular coral reef commonly formed on top of an underwater volcano 

Coral bleaching 
When coral forces out the algae living in it as a result of higher water temperatures, leaving 
the coral white 

Plain A low-flying flat area of land 

Plateau A high but generally flat area of land 

Thermokarst lakes Small lakes formed by permafrost (frozen ground) melting in summer 
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3) Our unequal world

HIC
High-income country; a well-developed country that has good healthcare, lots of well-paid 
jobs, and good housing 

LIC
Low-income country; a developing country that has poor healthcare, few jobs, and poor-
quality housing 

NEE Newly emerging economy, a country that has begun to get richer and develop quickly 

Malnourished Being weak or ill because of having too little food 

Development The economic progress of a country and improvements to quality of life 

Development indicator A measurement of a country's level of development

Life expectancy How long a person can be expected to live 

GNI Gross national income; the amount of money a country makes in a year 

Literacy rate 
How many people can read and write, as a percentage of the total population over the age of 
15 

Infant mortatlity rate The number of children who die before their first birthday per 1000 live births 

Conflict Disagreement, which can sometimes become violent, between groups of people 

Diarrhoea Sytmpton of an infection in the intestine that can kill if left untreated 

Colonise One country rules another country 

Migrant A person who moves from one place to live in another 

Resources Something that has a value or purpose, such as food, water and energy

Resource insecurity Lack of resources like food, water and energy

Resource security Plentiful supply of resources like food, water and energy

Famine An extreme shortage of food, which can cause illness and death

Drought A long period of very little or no rain, causing a water shortage 

Aid Money, food and emergency supplies donated to help improve people's lives

Food insecurity Lack of enough food for a country to feed its people

Food security Enough nutritious food for people to stay healthy 

Overnutrition Eating too much unhealthy food, e.g. junk food, or consuming too many calories 

Obesity Being very overweight 

Contaminated Infected by a poisonous or polluting substance, such as chemicals or human waste 

Sanitation
Having clean water, good sewerage and good waste disposal to help prevent disease and 
protect people's heatlh 

Fairtrade A global organisation that helps farmers get a fair price for the crops and goods they sell 

Ranked Put in an order, e.g. from highest to lowest

Best fit line The line on a graph showing the general trend of a group of points

Negative correlation A negative relationship between two data sets 

Anomaly Something that does not follow a pattern 

Positive correlation A positive relationship between two data sets 

3. Our unequal world

Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know? 🙁 😐 😊

3.1 Global 
development

•How is the world unequal?

•How can we measure development?

3.2 Escaping 
Inequality?

•Why is the world unequal?

•Why do people leave their homes?

3.3 Food 
inequality

•What is food insecurity?

•Case study: South Sudan

3.4 Health 
inequality

•Why are there global variations in health and 
healthcare?

•How does health and healthcare vary globally?

3.5 The geography 
of chocolate

•Where does chocolate come from?

•How is chocolate made?

Cartographical skills

Use and interpret ground photos

,Draw sketches from photos

Use, interpret and complete diagrams

Graphical skills

Use and interpret choropleth maps

Compare maps

Literacy skills

Write descriptively and analytically

Numerical skills

Understand and use numerical data
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4) Focus on Africa

Economy The wealth of a country

Disposable income
The amount of money left to spend on what you want, once bills have 
been paid 

Colonies Areas controlled by another country 

Official languages Languages used by the government and for legal documents 

Orally By speech

Subsistence farmers
Farmers who grow only enough to feed themselves and their families, 
leaving little to sell

Informal work
Jobs that pay cash-in-hand. Workers don't pay tax but also don't receive 
benefits such as sick pay 

Sparsely populated Few people live there

Terrain The physical characteristics of land, such as rocky or mountainous 

Oases Places in a desert where water is found

Traditional societies
Groups of people who have lived in a place for a very long time, passing 
down knowledge and customs through many generations

Nomads
People who move from place to place, travelling with their animals to 
find grazing 

Semi-nomadic
Nomadic people who move from place to place, but may also stay in one 
area for a while to grow crops

Desertification Where the land is being turned into desert, often through overuse

Overgrazing
When animals eat too many plants so the vegetation cannot recover 
properly 

Hydroelectric power Electricity made by water flowing through turbines in a dam

Political To do with governments and the decisions they make 

Telecommunications Communication using technology, such as radio, tv and phone 

Secondary data Information that someone else has collected, e.g. in a book or website 

Corrupt Not honest

4. Focus on Africa Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know? 🙁 😐 😊

4.1 What is Africa like? •What are the social and political variations in Africa?

•What are the physical variations in Africa?

4.2 African populations •How has the history of Africa affected its population ?

•How has the history of Africa affected its physical 
landscape?

4.3 The Sahara •Where is the Sahara desert and what is it like?

•How sustainable is living in the Sahara desert?

4.4 Nigeria-a country of 
contrasts

•How does the physical landscape of Nigeria vary?

•How does the social landscape of Nigeria vary?

4.5 Opportunities and 
challenges in Nigeria

•What are the opportunities of living in Nigeria?

•What are the challenges of living in Nigeria?

Cartographical skills

Use and interpret ground photos

Use and interpret sateLlite images

Describe landscape and land use from photos

Complete a pictogram

Use and interpret physical maps

Label and annotate maps

Graphical skills

Complete climate graphs

Complete climate graphs

Complete sketch maps

Literacy skills

Draw conclusions

Write descriptively and analytically

Numerical skills

Understand and use numerical data
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5) World cities 5 .World cities Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know? 🙁 😐 😊

5.1 Urbanisation •What is urbanisation and why does it occur?

•How does global patterns of urbanisation vary?

5.2 Rural-urban 
migration in China

•Why do people move from rural to urban areas in 
China?

•How does life compare in urban and rural areas of 
China?

5.3 Megacities •How has the megacity come into existence?

•What are the challenges of living in a megacity?

5.4 Housing the poor: 
focus on India

•What is a squatter settlement and why does it exist?

•What is life like in a squatter settlement?

5.5 Sustainable cities •What makes a city sustainable?

•How sustainable are sustainable cities?

Cartographical skills

Use, label and interpret atlas maps

Use and interpret choropleth maps

Use, interpret and complete proportional symbol maps

Use and interpret ground and aerial photos

Draw sketches from photos

Graphical skills

Complete tables

Use, interpret and complete line graphs

Complete bar charts

Literacy skills

Write descriptively

Temperate Mild temperatures, where the weather is not too hot or too cold

Urbanisation
When an increasing percentage of a country's population moves to 
towns and cities

Rural migrants People who are orginally from rural areas but move to urban areas 

Push factors Factors that push people to leave where they live 

Pull factors Factors that attract people to an area

Megacity A city with a population of over 10 million people

Subsidence The sinking of land 

Squatter settlement
An area of poor-quality housing with no or limited services such as 
water supply, sewerage and electricity

Informal sector
Unofficial jobs where no records are kept and people do not pay tax 
to the government, e.g. street sellers 

Sustainable
Actions that meet the needs of the present without reducing the 
ability of future generations to meet their needs 

Proportional

If two things are proportional, they change at the same rate, e.g. the 
larger a city population symbol is on a map, the bigger the 
population 
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Capacity The maximum number that can be received

Communications The transfer of information

Debate A discussion of a subject on which people have different views

Domestic flights Flights within the country

Emissions Things that are released, such as carbon dioxide into the air

Fibre optics Thin flexible strands of glass used in telecommunications

Globalisation Organisations and ideas on a worldwide scale

Greenbelt land Open land around a city, often with fields

Honeypot site An overcrowded location or attraction

HS2

A new high-speed railway project linking London with cities in northern England and 

beyond

Leisure

Free time when people are not working, travelling, studying or doing basic activies 

such as eating and sleeping

Manufacturing The making of a product from raw materials, usually in a factory

Primary sector Includes jobs in which people work with natural materials

Quaternary sector Includes jobs in which people research and invent things

Raw materials Basic materials, e.g. wood or metal, which can be used to make something else

Recreation Activities during leisure time, such as reading

Satellite A spacecraft that sends communication signals or collects information

Seasonal

Describes a job that is done only during part of the year, e.g. in the summer or 

Christmas holidays

Secondary sector Includes jobs in which people make products out of raw materials

Silage Grass that is cut and then covered to become feed for animals in the winter

Sports worker Someone who works in the sports industry, such as a coach or swimming teacher

Submarine communication cable A thick rope of wires or fibre optics on the seabed that sends digital data

Tertiary sector Includes jobs in which people provide a service for others

6) Global issues 6.Global issues Personalised Learning Checklist

Topic title What do I need to know?
🙁 😐 😊

6.1 Plastic in the 
oceans

•Where does plastic waste come from?

•What can be done to reduce plastic waste?

6.2 Climate 
change

•What is the evidence for recent climate 
change?

•What are the effects of climate change and 
what can be done about it?

6.3 Sustainable 
tourism

•Why has global tourism grown?

•How sustainable is global tourism?

6.4 Wilderness 
areas under threat

•What is the value of wilderness areas?

•Case study: Pantnal, South America

6.5 The 

geography of 
conflict zones

•What are conflict areas?

•Case study: Syria

Cartographical skills

Use or interpret atlas maps

Complete a desire line map

Use and interpret physical maps

Use and interpret map cross sections

Use and interpret ground and satellite photos

Use, complete or interpret line charts

Graphical skills

Complete bar charts

Use, interpret and create pie charts

Literacy skills

Write descriptively

Numerical skills

Understand and use numerical data including percentage increase
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