
Autumn 1 - Autumn 2

Words make sense of the world through stories, poems, novels and plays!

Frankenstein, the play
Writing to Present a Viewpoint

Explore and develop your understanding of inclusion and truth

Autumn 2 - Spring Term 1

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar

What do you 
know?

Observing and 
reviewing

End of Spring Term 1

End of  Unit  
Assessment

Where did I go 
wrong?
What should I 
reflect on?

End  of  Term 
Assessment

Where did I go 
wrong?
What should I 
reflect on  over 
the summer?

Spring 2/Summer 1

Boyne’s, The Boy in the striped Pyjamas
Creative and Narrative Writing

C

Thinking and
Linking

Summer  2 Term

Poetry Bonus Unit

ow can you, as a writer, present a viewpoint in a powerful way? 
What does it mean to write to form?

How can you use methods  effectively to argue, persuade, explain, 
instruct/advise?

Why is accurate SPAG important?

What is Boyne’s authorial purpose in this powerful 
text on friendship and innocence?

What is effective about the writing style of this 
novel?  

How can we use the text as a springboard for our 
own descriptive writing?

How can we use powerful language and structural 
methods to write creative and narrative texts? 

Year

8

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

How can you, as a writer, present a viewpoint in a powerful 
way? 

What does it mean to write to form?
How can you use methods  effectively to argue, persuade, 

explain, instruct/advise?
Why is accurate SPAG important?

End  of  Term 
Assessment

What is the overall message of each poem and what do we 
learn about the the speaker’s feelings?

How do poets use structure?
What language methods create images in our minds?
Why do some poets choose a particular form for their 

poems?

What learning do you 
need to connect?
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Unit 1: Writing to Present a Viewpoint.
Example Question: 

As the character of Frankenstein, write an article for the local 
newspaper on how you think the development of science can be 

dangerous.
The two assessment objectives that you will need to meet are as 

follows:A05 SKILLS

Writing is appropriate for the intended audience (headteacher)
Writing is in the correct form (letter)
Writing matches the intended purpose (persuade)
Uses rhetorical techniques to effectively persuade.

Uses a circular structure (Returns to their point at the beginning) 
Paragraphs have a direction; ideas are linked
Paragraphs are linked using discourse markers 
Experiment with one word/one line paragraphs.
A06 SKILLS
Full stops used at the end of a clause.
Punctuation is used for effect - ! : ; ? ( ) - "
Uses simple, compound and complex sentences for effect
Uses parallel syntax for effect:  anaphora, anadiplosis, epistrophe and 
symploce
Uses a variety of sentence openers e.g. verbs, adverbs, prepositions, 
adjectives, metaphors, similes
Sticking to one tense (first or third)
Spell accurately
Uses a range of ambitious vocabulary

1. https://www.litcharts.com/lit/wonder

2.https://blindhypnosis.com/wonder-pdf-rj-

palacio.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyydjxs/revisio

n/1

This unit will test your ability to write 
for an particular audience, with a clear 
purpose in a specific form.

You may be asked to write in the 
following forms:

● Letter
● Speech
● Article
● Essay
● Leaflet

Discourse markers you 
can use to add to your 
initial ideas

Discourse markers you 
can use to show 
different 
perspectives/ideas:

Moreover
Furthermore
In addition
Similarly
As well as this

However
On the other hand
Alternatively
Despite this
In contrast
Conversely
In spite of this

Tips for Success:
Extensive vocabulary

A carefully planned A carefully 

structured response which conveys 

your ideas to the readers effectively

Appealing to the reader  through a range 

of carefully planned high level techniques

Writing in the correct form 

English Knowledge Organiser

Write to explain Write to argue Write to 
persuade

Write to 
instruct/advise

Explain what you 
think about...

Argue the case 
for or against the 
statement that...

Persuade the 
writer of the 
statement that...

Advise the reader 
the best way to...
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https://www.litcharts.com/lit/wonder
https://blindhypnosis.com/wonder-pdf-rj-palacio.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyydjxs/revision/1


Unit 3: Creative & Narrative Writing
Example Question: 

Write a story that begins or contains ‘I never expected this’.
OR

Write a description of [...] as suggested by a picture
The two assessment objectives that you will need to meet are 

as follows:

A05 SKILLS

Writing is appropriate for the intended audience (headteacher)
Writing is in the correct form (letter)
Writing matches the intended purpose (persuade)

Uses rhetorical techniques to effectively persuade.
Uses a circular structure (Returns to their point at the beginning) 
Paragraphs have a direction; ideas are linked
Paragraphs are linked using discourse markers 
Experiment with one word/one line paragraphs.
A06 SKILLS
Full stops used at the end of a clause.
Punctuation is used for effect - ! : ; ? ( ) - "
Uses simple, compound and complex sentences for effect

Uses parallel syntax for effect:  anaphora, anadiplosis, epistrophe and 
symploce
Uses a variety of sentence openers e.g. verbs, adverbs, prepositions, 
adjectives, metaphors, similes
Sticking to one tense (first or third)
Spell accurately

1. https://www.bbc.co.uk

/bitesize/guides/zwjsy

rd/revision/1

2. https://www.bbc.co.uk

/bitesize/topics/zywfb

k7

You can access higher marks if 

you plan your work carefully.  

Your writing should include great 

detail in your description.  Using 

a range of detailed imagery will 

be your key to success! 

You can plan in any way 

you like:

•Mind maps

•Paragraph plans

•Diagrams, graphs, charts, 

etc

•Lists of ideas

Positive adjectives:

Awesome, fascinating, incredible, marvelous, 

prodigious, inconceivable, unbelievable, 

unimaginable, remarkable, sensational, dazzling, 

impressive, opulent, palatial, ravishing, splendid, 

sublime, resplendent, lustrous, glittering

Negative adjectives:

Abominable, gruesome, hateful, horrific, 

distasteful, incompatible, objectionable, 

odious, revolting, calamitous, dreadful, ghastly, 

hideous, horrible, lewd, defamatory, 

disgraceful, heinous, outrageous, scurrilous
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zywfbk7
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/fascinating
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/incredible
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/marvelous
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/unbelievable
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/horrific
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/calamitous
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/defamatory
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/heinous
https://www.thesaurus.com/browse/scurrilous


What do I do?

1. Read the question

2. Read the poem

3. Read the question again, highlight  

any keywords.

4. Read the poem again, annotate any 

methods and highlight  their effects

5. Can you identify patterns throughout 

the poem.  How do the stanzas start and 

finish?  What is the significance of the 

first and last line? Can you identify a 

semantic field?

5. Plan your answer and  mind map your 

ideas.

6. Write your answer

7. Proof read your answer

BONUS UNIT: Poetry 
Example Question: 

In 'Advice for a Teenage Daughter', how does the poet present 

the feeling of love as empowering?

The two assessment objectives that you will need to meet are as follows:

1. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/g

uides/zwjsyrd/revision/1

2. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/to

pics/zywfbk7

Connotations

To aim higher, you need to think 
about your own interpretation of key 
methods and ideas.  Can you think of 

additional/alternative 
interpretations?

Language Methods

Imagery, metaphor and extended metaphors, 

simile, personification, emotive language, rhetoric, 

hyperbole, humour, alliteration, assonance, 

sibilance, semantic field

Structural Methods

Narrative voice, layout, stanza, first/last line, 

enjambment, end stopping, caesura, (ir)regular 

lines, line lengths, punctuation, fixed form, 

repetition

How to Annotate a Poem:

Consider the meaning of the title, 
highlight poetic methods (see blue box),  
circle punctuation,  think about first and 
last lines, highlight emotive words, find 
examples of imagery, highlight structural 
features.

Useful Phrases

Here, the poet suggests…

·        This conveys…

·        This connotes…

·        This word has connotations of…

·        The use of… emphasises the idea that….

·        The poet is implying that…

·        From this we can infer that…

Interestingly, this can be linked to…

There is a semantic field of..

To prove my point further…

An additional interpretation could be..

This proves that the speaker feels…
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zywfbk7


English Year 8 Assessment Descriptors for Shakespeare 

 

 Emerging 

 

Developing 

 

Proficient 

 

Confident 

 

Skilful and Accomplished 

 

Mastering 

 

Aiming for a… Grade 4 Aiming for a… Grade 4 On track for a… Grade 4 On track for a… Grade 5 On track for a… Grade 6-7 On track for a… Grade 8-9 

Year 8: 

 

 

● Simple comments relevant to the 

question and extract 

● Simple references to relevant 

parts of the extract and the whole 

play 

● Simple awareness of 

Shakespeare's choice of language  

● Simple comments about the 

context of the play 

● Rarely accurate SPAG 

 

 

 

 

● Some comments relevant to the 
question and extract 

● Some references to relevant parts 
of the extract and the whole play 

● Some awareness of Shakespeare 
use of language with some 
references to subject terminology 

● Some awareness of the context of 
the play 

● Occasionally accurate SPAG 

 

 

 

 

● Some explained comments 
relevant to the question and 
extract 

● Some explained references to 
relevant parts of the extract and 
whole play 

● Some explained awareness of 
Shakespeare’s use of language 
with some relevant use of subject 
terminology 

● Some explained comments about 
the context of the play 

● Reasonably accurate SPAG 
 

 

 

 

 

● Clear, explained response to 
question and extract 

● Effective use of  references to 
relevant parts of the extract and 
whole play 

● Clear explanation of 
Shakespeare’s use of language 
with relevant use use of subject 
terminology 

● Clear understanding of the 
context of the play 

● Mostly accurate SPAG 
 

 

 

● Thoughtful response to question 

and extract 

● Thoughtful references to relevant 

parts of the extract and whole 

play 

● Thoughtful explanation of 

Shakespeare’s use of language  

with subject terminology used 

effectively 

● Thoughtful understanding of the 

context of the play 

● Consistently accurate SPAG 

 

 

 

● Thoughtful and very developed 

response to question and extract 

● Thoughtful and very well thought 

and chosen references to relevant 

parts of the extract and whole 

play 

● Thoughtful and very developed 

explanation of Shakespeare’s use 

of language  with subject 

terminology used effectively 

● Thoughtful and developed 

understanding of the context of 

the play 

● Consistently accurate SPAG 

 

 

The point and analysis is the same.  

Retelling the plot- not explaining 

the quote.  

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  This shows that 

Cassius is saying that Caesar is like a 

colossus. 

The point and analysis is the same.  

Retelling the plot- not explaining 

the quote but identifying subject 

terminology.   

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  Shakespeare uses a 

simile here to show that Cassius thinks 

Caesar is like a giant statue. 

 

 

 

 

Some explained comments: Using 

the word ‘because’ in analysis.   

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  Shakespeare uses a 

simile here to show that Cassius thinks 

Caesar is like a giant statue.  Shakespeare 

uses this technique because he wants to 

show that Cassius is jealous of Caesar’s 

power.   

 

 

 

A range of explained comments. 

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  Shakespeare uses a 

simile here to show that Cassius thinks 

Caesar is like a giant statue.  Shakespeare 

uses this technique because he wants to 

show that Cassius is jealous of Caesar’s 

power.  Cassius describes the world as 

‘narrow’ which further highlights Caesar’s 

power: that he is so gigantic that he makes 

the world seem small and narrow.  He also 

refers to Caesar as a ‘God’ when he says 

‘this God did shake’.  Shakespeare proves 

that Cassius is threatened by Caesar’s 

power and elevates him to a position of 

Skillful: Analysing 

keywords/phrases and discussing 

the play as a whole.  Detailing the 

effects of Shakespeare’s craft on 

the reader. 

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  Shakespeare uses a 

simile here to show that Cassius thinks 

Caesar is like a giant statue.  Shakespeare 

uses this technique because he wants to 

show that Cassius is jealous of Caesar’s 

power.  Cassius describes the world as 

‘narrow’ which further highlights Caesar’s 

power: that he is so gigantic that he makes 

the world seem small and narrow.  He also 

refers to Caesar as a ‘God’ when he says 

Thoughtful: Inferring hidden 

meanings that are relevant.  

Providing additional 

interpretations and explaining 

what they show.   

 

Indicative/not a complete answer: 

Cassius says ‘He doth bestride the narrow 

world like a colossus’.  Shakespeare uses a 

simile here to show that Cassius thinks 

Caesar is like a giant statue.  Shakespeare 

uses this technique because he wants to 

show that Cassius is jealous of Caesar’s 

power.  Cassius describes the world as 

‘narrow’ which further highlights Caesar’s 

power: that he is so gigantic that he makes 

the world seem small and narrow.  He also 

refers to Caesar as a ‘God’ when he says 


