
Artists studies: Investigate & 
respond to an artist

Baseline Assessment
What do you know?

Formal Elements of Art

End of rotation 
Assessment

Building practical skills & 
techniques

Workshop based 
lessons

Art Terminology

Looking at creative 
storytelling to 

communicate ideas Explore materials in 
Relief printing form.

Develop observational 
drawing techniques, refresh 

tonal shading  skills through a 
variety of drawing studies

Year

8

Analysing progress

Theme:
Art that makes a 

Statement

What is observational 
drawing?

What is an secondary 
observational grid

drawing?

Evaluate by testing & 
refining.

What has learning about 
statement art taught you?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

Refining & Evaluating

Investigating Art history, focusing on 
man-made materials and printmaking

What are the formal elements of Art?
How do you blend colours to create depth in your 

drawing?

What is relief printing?

Why do we use the negative & 

positive areas to create a contrast?
Explore and experiment with 

printing techniques by 
designing & create a print 
depicting a personal event 
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Art allows people from different cultures and different times to communicate with each other via 
images, sounds and stories

“Art influences society by changing opinions, instilling values and translating experiences across 
space and time”



LINE is the path left by a 

moving point. A mark made 

by an implement. For 

example, a pencil or a brush 

dipped in paint. Line can be 

used to show many different 

qualities, such as: 

• Contours - defining the 

shape and form of 

something. 

• Feelings or expressions.

FORMAL ELEMENTS OF ARTThese are the basic elements that are used 

by Artists in creating Art: they are what you 

use to create an aesthetically pleasing work. 

When we make Art, we need to understand 

and apply these seven Elements of Art.

COLOUR 

Is one of the most dominant 

elements. It is created by light. 

There are three properties of 

colour; Hue (name), Value

(shades and tints) and Intensity 

(brightness)

SPACE 

The distance around and between things. How it’s 

used to create the illusion of depth. Space can be 

two-dimensional, three-dimensional, negative 

and/or positive.

VALUE

How dark or light a shape 

is; or Tone/Shading

Adding tone to create a 

three-dimensional effect. 

FORM is a three dimensional 

shape, such as a cube, sphere 

or cone. Sculpture and 3D 

design are about creating 

forms. In 2D artworks, tone 

and perspective can be used to 

create an illusion of form.

https://seven-elements-of-art.trubox.ca/

SHAPE 

The outline or form of 

something. An area enclosed by 

a line. It could be just an outline 

or it could be shaded in.

TEXTURE

This is to do with the 

surface quality of 

something, the way 

something feels or looks 

like it feels. There are 

two types: actual texture 

and visual texture. https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
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https://seven-elements-of-art.trubox.ca/


Shading Adding tone to create a three-
dimensional effect. 

Gradient A range of tones from light to 
dark or dark to light. 

viewfinder A window to select focus area 
for drawing 

structure The way in which parts are 
arranged and put together

scale The different sizes of shapes 
used

proportion The size and shape of one 
object in comparison to 
another

composition The position and layout of 
shapes on the paper

cross hatching Lines are placed over each 
other at different angles to 
build up areas of tone

Mark making is a term used 

to describe the different 

lines, patterns, and textures 

we create in an artwork

Mark making can be used to: 

•record observations about a subject 

•experiment and develop use of formal 

elements such as line and colour 

•express emotions and abstract ideas

MARK MAKING
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Pencils come in different 

grades. The softer the 

pencil the darker the tone. 

H = hard, B = black (soft)

In Art the most useful 

pencils are B, 2B and 4B. If 

your pencil has no grade it 

is likely to be an HB (hard 

black in the middle of the 

scale) 

HOW TO USE A PENCIL

To be successful you must show a 
range of tone (dark> mid  dark > 
mid> mid light> light)

A number of different tools can be used 

to create different effects with your 

drawings, including erasers for removing 

marks and sponges for rubbing and 

smudging. It is also important to consider 

a variety of surfaces to draw onto, 

creating interesting textures and 

backgrounds to drawings.

DRAWING TIPS: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides
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https://jacobenoonan.com/home.html


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gsmjdx0ArVk

Grid Techniques
To complete a drawing using accurate 

scale and proportions.

To draw a grid:

1.Put your ruler at the top of the image, 

and make a small mark at every cm. 

2.Place the ruler at the bottom of the 

paper and do the same thing. 

3. Then use the ruler to make a straight 

line connecting each dot at the bottom 

with its partner at the top. 

4.Next, place the ruler on the left side of 

your image, and make a small mark at 

every cm.

5.Then place the ruler on the right side of 

the paper, and do the same thing. 

6.Then, using your ruler, make a straight 

line connecting the dots on the left with 

their partners on the right. 

7.Complete your grid.

8.Now repeat the same procedure on your 

paper, so you have a grid on your work 

surface that perfectly matches the grid of 

your reference.

Recording from Observation 
Primary source observational drawing: 

drawing something real in front of you. 

Secondary source observational drawing:

drawing something from a picture. 

DRAWING is a key part of developing any 

art, craft or design work. It is an important 

method of researching, investigating, 

developing and communicating ideas.

DRAWING SKILLS

Making something look 3D 

• To prevent objects looking flat, a range of tonal 

shading is essential to make objects look 3D

• Pressing harder and lighter with a pencil 

creates the different tones 

• As a surface goes away from you the tones 

usually darken

• Shading straight across a surface will make an 

item appear flat 

• Use the direction of your pencil to help enhance 

the 3D surface 

• Including shadows also help make objects 

appear 3D and separate objects from each other 

What would be the advantages 

of using this method?
GRID METHOD
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gsmjdx0ArVk


Printing is the process of making images that 

can be transferred onto other surfaces. It can 

be used to make one or more identical images 

or to create repeating patterns on papers and 

textiles.

To make a monoprint, you need to:
Wear an apron? Or, be extremely careful. 

• Roll ink out evenly over the surface of the table. Try 

and keep to A4 size. 

• Take some of the excess ink of the surface. 

• Place paper on top of the ink- make sure collage is 

face down on it- tape down. 

• Attach photocopy on top of the paper/ printed area/ 

tape down. 

• Draw a design using the photocopy. 

• Peel back and admire your print! (If you find that your 

monoprints are too dark and the detail isn’t visible, too 

much ink has been applied. You may need to blot off 

the ink using a piece of paper. Redo your print). 

• You have just created a monoprint! 

Always clean printing equipment as soon as possible 
after use.

Positive space is 

the space occupied 

by the object. 

The Negative 

Space is the space 

around your 

object. It is defined 

by the edges of the 
positive space.

A Monoprint is a one off, 

unique print that can combine 

printmaking, drawing and 

painting techniques. The word ‘Simplifying’ means to

make something simpler. It may

make something easier to

understand. Simplification can be

done in many ways. One way to

look at simplification is to reduce the

detail of an object down to the very

basic shapes. Another way to

simplify an object is to focus on one

aspect, such as the light and dark

areas. Simplifying can give us the

opportunity to experiment with
positive and negative space.

PRINTMAKING

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z38s6yc/revision/4
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z38s6yc/revision/4


PRINTMAKINGWhile drawing is an important method of 

researching, investigating and 

developing ideas across all areas of 

study, it can also be used as a form of 

descriptive and expressive mark making 

in its own right and as the medium for 

final resolved work.

relief printing A surface (block) is pressed into, cut away or built up to 
create raised areas that the rolled ink touches. This is 
then transferred on to paper. 

polystyrene 
sheet 

A man made soft material that can be pressed into to 
create a printing block. 

printing ink A thick sticky water based ink used for printmaking. 

printing roller A hand held roller used to apply ink to a printing block 

printing tray A smooth flat washable surface used to prepare ink for 
printing.  

DRAWING TIPS: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zc7sfrd/revision/2

Relief printing is the oldest form of

printmaking. The process is

similar to making and using a

stamp. A design is drawn onto

something like a piece of wood,

lino or polystyrene. Then certain

areas of the design are the carved

out or indented. This creates

raised areas which can then be

printed.

The ink will only take to the relief

areas, meaning an impression can

be taken by printing the block by

hand or by using a printing press.
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Printmaking techniques:
Preparation of ink: Using a small amount of 

ink, roll the ink out on the tray until a tacky 

consistency is achieved. 

Applying ink to polystyrene: Use the roller 

to apply the tacky ink to the poly tile.

Good transfer of print: Use a dry roller, apply 

pressure to the back of the poly tile taking care 

that the tile is held securely in place. 

Peel to reveal: To avoid snapping the poly tile, 

carefully peel the paper away from the poly tile. 

Steps for success….
1.Learn about artists who 

use printing. 

2.Create drawings from 

three dimensional 

objects. 

3.Experiment with 

different media. 

4.Create drawings from 

images. 

5.Develop your use of 

tone within your 

drawings.

6.Annotate/comment on 

your drawings & prints. 

7.Create a final larger 

scale drawing in colour. 

PRINTMAKING

John Muafangejo is a  
Printmaker who used his 
art to highlight the 
apartheid regime in 
South Africa.
➢ Why is it important for his 

work to have a narrative?

➢ Why might you chose to 

depict a story though an 

image?

➢ Where do you see narratives 

in images in the media 

today?

Artist study:

John Muafangejo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=OXRcd7TU81Q&feature=share

Content: Explore famous artists who 

create narrative artwork. Develop and 

improve your use of the visual 

elements through creating a relief print 

which communicates a story. 
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Emerging Developing Proficient Confident
Skilful and 

Accomplished

Learning 
intentions

I have a basic 
understanding of  
the task and formal 
elements.

I have developed  my 
understanding of the 
task and formal 
elements.

I have a proficient
understanding of several 
key ideas within a topic.

I can confidently link ideas to 
show a good understanding 
of the topic. 

I am able to skillfully link 
ideas which show an 
accomplished understanding 
of the topic.

Investigatin
g

I have some 
understanding of 
how to select 
information or 
resources for my 
work.

I can select 
information and 
resources in order to 
develop my work.

I can apply knowledge and 
skills to design and create 
ideas.

I am learning from taking 
creative risks that help me to 
form and develop my ideas.

I am able to create 
purposeful, imaginative work 
with some originality within 
the topic.

Making and 
Developing

I can design and 
make a basic level of 
artwork, with step by 
step directed 
support.

I can purposefully use 
materials to suit an 
intention when 
designing and 
making.

I have  knowledge and skills 
to manipulate the qualities 
of a variety of materials

I can apply technical 
knowledge, skills and select 
appropriate material to make 
and design my ideas.

I can make appropriate 
decisions for development of 
my ideas, select materials 
and processes effectively.  

Evaluating
I am able to adapt 
and improve my 
work with directed 
support.

I can discuss my own 
work and that of 
others in a limited 
way.

I can evaluate the purpose 
and meaning of my own 
work and that of others. 

I can explain how and why 
my understanding of the 
work of others affects my 
own ideas, values and 
practice.

I can analyse and comment 
on my own and others’ work, 
appreciating the expression 
of ideas in different genres 
and styles. 
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