
What is History?

History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one 
moment and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Immigration

What was it like to live in Medieval England? How & why did William take control of England?

Why was the Black Death so deadly?

Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?
How did the feudal system help William control England?

How did castles and the Domesday Book help William?

Year

7

What is immigration and what is emigration?
What is the ‘Windrush’ era?

Why did immigrants migrate to the UK?
What are the effects of immigration?

How do we measure time?
How do we use evidence?

Are there two sides to every story?
How did this happen?

How do we explain our ideas?

What caused the Black Death?
How did the Black Death spread?

How did people try to treat and prevent the Black Death?
Was the Black Death a complete disaster?

Why were the Crusades fought?

Why was there conflict over Jerusalem?
Why did people go on Crusades?

What happened between Saladin and Richard I?
What were the consequences of the Crusades?

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

How powerful was the Church?
What was life like for Medieval women?

Why was the Magna Carta significant?
Did the people have any power?
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What is History?

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge: 🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What is 
History?

• History is the study of the past.
• History is important because it teaches vital skills & knowledge.
• History is useful for many different careers.

How do we 
measure 
time?

• Historians study events in chronological order – the order they happened in.
• Timelines are useful for organising information.
• BC dates come before ‘0’, and AD dates come afterwards. 
• To work out a century, you take the first 2 digits in a date & add 1 eg. 1989 = 19 +1 = 20th century

How do we 
use 
evidence?

• Evidence, known as sources, are what historians use to learn about the past
• A Primary source comes from the time the historian is studying. 
• A Secondary source is produced a long time after the event that it is about.
• The Nature of a source is what type it is – letter, diary, painting, object etc.
• The Origin of a source is when & where it comes from. 
• The Purpose of a source is why it was made. 

Are there two 
sides to every 
story?

• Being objective means to take all the evidence into account.
• Subjective is a one-sided view.
• Historians must identify how objective a source is to analyse how reliable & useful it is for 

learning about the past.
• Subjective sources can still be useful for understanding different opinions. 

How did this 
happen?

• A cause is something that makes an event happen.
• A long-term cause is something that had built up over a long period of time.
• A short-term cause is something that happened just before an event to immediately cause it to 

happen. 
• A consequence is the result of an event.

Does this 
belong here?

• An anachronism is something that is not in the correct historical place in time. 
• Anachronism happen when people have not done enough research.
• Historians must be able to spot anachronisms to make sure things are accurate. 

How do we 
explain our 
ideas?

• Connectives are words that link sentences together and help make writing more detailed. 
• Some connectives are; because, this meant that, as a result, therefore
• To describe means to give a detailed account of something with accurate knowledge.
• To explain means to make something clear or give a reason for something.

AD

Short for Anno Domini which means ‘In the year of Our 

Lord’. It is used to refer to dates after the year ‘0’ (when 

scholars believe Jesus was born).

Anachronism Something out of its proper time in History.

BC
Short for Before Christ. It is used to refer to dates before 

the year ‘0’ (when scholars believe Jesus was born).

Cause A reason why something happened.

Chronological Time order.

Consequence Something that happens as a result of an event in the past.

Facts Information which is true.

Myth A made-up story about the past.

Objective Takes all evidence into account.

Opinions Things people think about the past.

Primary Evidence which comes from the time you are studying.

Reliable Information that can be trusted.

Secondary Evidence about the past but produced after the event.

Source An historical clue about the past.

Subjective A one-sided view.
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How have immigrants shaped Britain?

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Anti- Semitism Prejudice towards Jewish people.

Common-

wealth

An international association consisting of the UK 

together with states that were previously part of 

the British Empire.

Discrimination
Prejudicial treatment of people, especially on the 

grounds of ethnicity, age, sex, or disability.

Economic Something to do with money and wealth.

Empire A group of countries controlled by one ruler.

Factors Something that contributes to a result.

Hostility Extreme unfriendliness.

Immigration
The action of coming to live forever in a new, 

foreign place.

Impact To influence something.

Independence A nation that governs itself.

Invade To take and occupy a country by force.

Judaism The faith of the Jewish people.

Legacy
Something that is handed down from one historical 

period to another.

Migration
To move to a new place temporarily or move 

around within the same country.

🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

Who were the 
first Britons?

• There are a variety of reasons why people choose to leave one country and move to another; these are called the 
push and pull factors. The story of prehistoric Britain begins when the first people arrived in Britain and ends when 
Britain becomes the Roman Empire.

• The earliest Britons were Hunter- Gatherers and survived by hunting. They gradually learned new skills – herd 
animals and grow crops and make and use bronze and iron.

• They left no written records and historians must use objects to piece together how they lived.

What impact did
the Romans 
have on Britain?

• The Roman Empire covered large areas of Europe and included parts of Asia and Africa; when the Romans invaded 
England their armies' included soldiers from all over their empire, making England very diverse.

• Being part of the Roman Empire also gave English people the opportunity to travel and settle elsewhere.
• The Romans left a lasting impact on Britain – their legacy.

What type of 
immigrants 
were the Saxons 
and Vikings?

• When Roman rule ended at the start of the 5th century a new group of immigrants came to England – the Anglo 
Saxons.

• They were followed three centuries later by the Vikings.
• Historians differ as to why they think these groups came to England, but it is likely to be a combination of reasons: to 

settle, to raid the natural resources and wealth, and to take over.

How have 
Jewish 
immigrants been
treated in 
Britain?

• Jewish people have often been the victims of persecution because of their religion; prejudice towards Jewish people 
is called anti-Semitism.

• Anti-Semitism meant that Jewish people were often pushed out of their original settlements in the Middle East in the 
2nd century AD, and they settled in many different countries around the world.

• At different points in history Jewish people have either been made to feel welcome or not welcome in Britain.

What 
experience have 
African
immigrants had 
in Britain?

• Evidence shows that Africans have been living in Britain since the Roman Empire.
• Historians have researched the lives of numerous Africans living in Britain and working in various jobs during the 

Tudor era.
• The Transatlantic Slave Trade started in the late 15th century, and Africans were often brought to England as slaves or 

poorly paid servants. When the trade was abolished, many Africans stayed and were joined by others.

Were the 
Huguenots
Britain’s first 
refugees?

• Huguenots come from France and Spain and arrived in Britain as a result of religious persecution.
• They were Protestants but lived in mainly Catholic areas where they became targets for discrimination.
• Many Huguenots fled to England to escape the danger and hatred.
• As a result, they are sometimes considered to be the first refugees the English took in.

How have Irish 
immigrants been 
portrayed?

• In  1801 the Act of Union incorporated Ireland into Britain; then, in 1922, Ireland was partitioned with Northern 
Ireland staying part of Britain and Southern Ireland becoming independent.

• The relationship between Britain and Ireland has sometimes been troubled, but nevertheless many Irish people came 
to Britain in search of jobs and a new life.

• Sadly, arriving in Britain was not the solution that many Irish had hoped for and many faced discrimination.

Why did people 
from India and 
Pakistan  
immigrate to 
Britain?

• Between 1700 and the present day there has been much immigration to Britain from South East Asia.
• Many Indian sailors found work in Britain between voyages, and many ended up settling permanently.
• When India became part of the British Empire more links were made between the two countries.
• India became independent from Britain in 1947 and was partitioned into two independent states – India and 

Pakistan.
• However, immigration from the area to Britain continued as Britain looked to India and Pakistan for workers.
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How have immigrants shaped Britain?

Key Vocabulary: Key Questions & Knowledge:

Pre-History
History from the period before events were recorded 

in writing.

Political Something to do with power and government.

Poverty The state of being extremely poor.

Pull Factor Reason to come to a place.

Push Factor Reason to leave a place.

Persecution

Hostility and ill-treatment, especially based on 

ethnicity, religion, or sexual orientation or political 

beliefs.

Prejudice An unfavourable opinion about someone or something.

Raider
A person who enters somewhere by force and steals 

from it.

Refugee
A person who has been forced to leave their country to 

escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.

Religious Relating to, or believing in, a religion.

Settler A person who moves to another country to live.

Slavery
Owning other people who are forced to work for and 

obey you.

Social Things relating to people and the way they live.

Stereotype
A fixed image about something, a person or a group of 

people.

Xenophobia
Dislike or prejudice against people from other 

countries.

🙁 😐 😊

Key 
Question

What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was 
life like for 
Chinese 
immigrants
in Britain?

• In the 1800s Britain was eager to extend its influence and have some control in China, and 
travel and trade increased in the area.

• As a result, the number of Chinese who wanted to make a life in Britain increased. 
Chinese sailors settled and opened businesses in areas near the docks.

• By 1890 there were distinct Chinese areas in London.
• Like many other groups the Chinese faced hostility and discrimination, and the 

communities they settled in were not always welcoming.

Was 
immigration 
a positive 
experience 
for those 
who moved 
from the 
Caribbean?

• After 1947 many colonies gained their independence.
• Most joined the British Commonwealth which aimed to keep strong trading and cultural 

links. Citizens of the Commonwealth had the right to hold a British passport and to work in 
Britain.

• In June 1948, the first Commonwealth immigrants arrived in Britain aboard the Empire 
Windrush ship. Those aboard had come to find work in the British health and transport 
services. Over the following years they were followed by many more.

• Despite suffering from huge discrimination, the Windrush generation made a massive 
contribution to the culture and economy of Britain.

What impact 
have Polish 
immigrants
had on 
Britain?

• Polish migration has been one of the largest movements in British post war migration.
• At the start of the Second World War Britain and Poland were allies and Britain welcomed 

thousands of Polish refugees; many Polish people served in the British armed forces.
• When the war ended Britain needed labour and allowed the Poles to stay in Britain 

permanently.
• In 1973 Britain became part of the European Union; when Poland joined the EU in 1994 

many Polish people chose to move to Britain to live and work.

How has 
immigration 
been 
portrayed by 
the media?

• Immigration has become one of the most prominent topics in the UK media.
• Media coverage often looks at government policy and trends in the movement of people.
• A study by Oxford University found that most media coverage focuses on concerns about 

the high levels of immigration and has a negative tone.
• As historians we need to ensure that we understand the role that the media plays in the 

portrayal of people and events, and make sure that we can sort the fact from the opinion

How have 
immigrants 
shaped 
Britain?

• Immigration has had a huge impact on Britain and our lives would be very different if it 
were not for the various groups of people who have come to settle in this country.

• So much of what we see and experience in Britain has been defined, shaped and impacted 
by different waves of immigration.

• Britain is now one of the most socially diverse countries in the world. 1 in 7 people in 
Britain today was born outside the UK.
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How & why did William take control of England?

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Battle
A sustained fight between large organised armed 

forces.

Castle

A large building, typically of the medieval period, 

fortified against attack with thick walls, 

battlements, towers, and in many cases a moat.

Claim to the 

throne

Reasons why it is someone’s right to take the 

throne and become monarch.

Control The power to run something in an orderly way.

Domesday 

Book

A comprehensive record of the extent, value, 

ownership, and liabilities of land in England, made 

in 1086 by order of William I.

Economic Something to do with money and wealth.

Feudal 

System

A way of dividing up the land and organising 

society into different groups based on their roles

Government The people in charge of running the country.

Invade
When an armed force enters a country or region 

to take it over.

Monarch The head of a state – a king or queen.

Political Things to do with power or how a country is run.

Revolt
To attempt to end the power of a person or group 

by rebelling.

Social Things to do with people and how they live.

🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was England like 
in the 1060s?

• In 1066 England was a Catholic country. There was lots of countryside & land was divided into earldoms, with 
Earls controlling each area. 

• The people were spread out over a large portion of the country & most people lived in villages. Most people 
were farmers & not many could read or write. 

• England was not well defended but the small army was professional & well-trained. 

Who wanted to be 
king in 1066?

• When Edward the Confessor died, he had no son. There were several people who wanted to become king.
• Harold Godwinson – from England, related to Edward, powerful & well-respected.
• William of Normandy – from France, Edward promised him the throne, but not everyone in England liked him.
• Harald Hardrada – from Norway, his ancestors were king before Edward, but not popular.

Why did Harold win 
the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge?

• Harold Godwinson became king, but the other claimants were not happy. 
• Harald H & a Viking army invaded the north of England. Harold G marched overnight with his army & took the 

Vikings by surprise. 
• Harold G won through a combination of Saxon strengths (they were well-trained), Viking weaknesses (they left 

their armour on their ships) & luck (Harald H was killed during the battle). 

Why did William win 
the Battle of Hastings?

• While Harold G was fighting in the north, William & his army landed on the south coast of England. William had 
a large professional army while Harold G had lost many men in the Battle of Stamford Bridge & he had to march 
all the way back down to fight William.

• William won through a combination of Norman strengths (William tricked the Saxons into breaking their shield 
wall), Saxon weaknesses (the army was made up of part-time, poorly trained soldiers) & luck (the wind changed 
to allow William to sail while Harold G was fighting in the north)

What problems did 
William face?

• After William defeated Harold G, he marched his army to London & crowned himself king on Christmas Day. 
However, getting control of the entire country would not be easy.

• Some people in England were upset at Harold’s defeat & did not want William to be King. William needed 
money to rule but didn’t know how to get enough. He also needed to defend himself against counter-attacks.

• There were rebellions in the north & William was ruthless in crushing them – but this was not a permanent 
solution. 

How did the feudal 
system help William 
control England?

• William divided up the land in England & rewarded his supporters – the Barons.
• In return for the land they were given, the Barons had to pay homage – this meant they promised to serve the 

king. 
• Knights were given land by Barons & in return they had to protect the land if it came under attack.
• Villeins were given small pieces of land by Knights & had to provide free labour. They had no rights & were very 

poor. 

How did building 
castles help William 
control England?

• William knew he didn’t have enough men to control all of England, so he built castles at important places – on 
hills, next to rivers & in towns. This meant if someone tried to take control of the country, they would have to 
attack a castle. This would be a bad move!

• Motte & Bailey castles were quick to build but were replaced by stone keep & then concentric castles which 
were made from stone & had many features to make it difficult to attack them. 

How did the 
Domesday book help 
William to control 
England?

• William wanted to know how wealthy England was. He sent out loyal men to collect information about the 
people. This helped William to know how much tax to collect & to keep an eye on who held what areas of the 
country. 

• The information collected included who owned the land, how many people lived there, what job/s they did & 
what the land was worth. 

• The information was written down in two huge books. They called it the Domesday Book because no one could 
escape paying taxes to William. 
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What was it like to live in Medieval England?
Key Vocabulary: Key Questions & Knowledge:

Archbishop of 

Canterbury

The senior bishop and principal leader of the 

Church in England.

Excommunicated
To officially exclude someone from participation in 

the sacraments and services of the Church.

Hue & Cry

The process by which bystanders are summoned to 

assist in catching a criminal who has been witnessed 

committing a crime.

Indulgences
A way to reduce the amount of punishment one has 

to undergo for sins by paying money to the Church.

Justice Fair behaviour or treatment.

Magna Carta
A charter which the English barons forced King John 

to sign to guarantee certain rights and privileges.

Monarch The head of a state – a king or queen.

Peasant
A poor smallholder or agricultural labourer of low 

social status.

Pilgrimage A spiritual journey to a sacred place.

Pope The head of the Roman Catholic Church.

Prejudice
Opinion, usually unkind or unfair, not based on 

reason or experience.

Revolt
To attempt to end the power of a person or group 

by rebelling.

Tax
A contribution that must be made towards the 

state, paid in money or goods.

Trial by Ordeal

A practice by which the guilt or innocence of the 

accused was determined by subjecting them to a 

painful or unpleasant, usually dangerous 

experience.

🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

How powerful was the 
Medieval Church?

• The Church had an important role in Medieval society. They were involved in the major moments in people’s 
lives, such as baptism, marriage & funerals.

• People were taught about heaven & hell & believed they had to obey the church to get to heaven. People also 
had to pay taxes directly to the church. 

What was life like in a 
Medieval villages & 
towns?

• Most people lived in villages. Peasants lived in huts & farmed in the fields. The Lord lived in a manor house. The 
mill was used to grind flour. Peasants had a hard life. Farming required different jobs to be done at different 
times of the year. But they were allowed Holy Days off work.

• Medieval villages had market squares & gates to control who came in. Public health & sanitation was very poor, 
with human & animal waste collecting on the streets. 

What was life like for 
Medieval women?

• Women in the Middle Ages were seen as second-class citizens. They belonged to either their father or their 
husband. Many believed that women were inferior to men both physically & mentally & women were banned 
from doing a lot of things.

• Wealthy women received some education & were expected to run the household & manage the servants. 
Poorer women had to work & cook, sew & care for children & animals. 

• However, Medieval Queens were important as they often ruled while their husbands were away fighting, kept 
the peace between feuding families & influenced their husbands & sons.

Why was Thomas 
Becket murdered?

• In 1162 Henry II made his friend Thomas Becket Archbishop of Canterbury. Henry II wanted to be more 
powerful than the Church, but Becket refused to make the changes. Henry II became angry & yelled “who will 
ride me of this troublesome priest?” – 4 knights heard him & went to Canterbury Cathedral & murdered the 
Archbishop. 

• The Pope excommunicated the knights who killed Becket & Henry II had to walk barefoot to Becket’s tomb & 
be whipped to show he was sorry.  

• Henry II had to give up on his plans to reform the Church and he failed to reduce its power. 

Why was the Magna 
Carta significant?

• King John & the Barons fell out over war & taxes, & the Barons resented that John did not take their advice. The 
Barons wanted to make him rule more fairly so they wrote a charter which John would sign to guarantee 
certain rights & freedoms. 

• On 19th June 1215 King John agreed to sign the Magna Carta because he couldn’t get an army big enough to 
fight the Barons.

• The Magna Carta said that the king could not interfere with the Church, that he could not collect new taxes 
unless Barons & Bishops agreed & that no freeman could be put in prison without a proper trial. 

Could you get justice 
in the Middle Ages?

• Law & order was very harsh in the Middle Ages. They believed people would only learn to behave properly if 
they feared what might happen if they broke the law.

• There was no police force, but each town or village elected a constable who was responsible for keeping order. 
Anyone who saw a crime could ‘raise the hue & cry’ to try & chase down the criminal.

• If someone was accused of a crime, they were trialed by an ordeal to see if they were innocent or guilty.
• Common punishments for criminals included burning, being put in the stocks & being hung, drawn & 

quartered. 

How were Jewish 
people treated in 
Medieval England?

• There was prejudice against Jewish people in the Middle Ages all over Europe. 
• William I had allowed Jewish people to come to England in 1066 because he wanted them to work as money-

lenders, but in 1290 all Jewish people were ordered to leave England or face being killed.

Did the people have 
any power? The 
Peasants’ Revolt

• The peasants were angry that their living conditions were bad, their wages were low, they had to pay large 
amounts of taxes & were fed up with how unfair it was that they had difficult lives when their masters had it 
easier.

• In 1381 the peasants revolted. They were led by Wat Tyler & John Ball.  They marched on London, burning the 
houses of the rich & killed the Archbishop of Canterbury. King Richard II pretended to listen to their demands 
but one of his men killed Tyler & Richard II had many of the rebels hanged.

• The unpopular taxes & advisors were removed & many Lords treated their peasants better because they feared 
another rebellion.
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Why was the Black Death so deadly?

Key Vocabulary:
Key Questions & Knowledge:

Black Death

Name given to an outbreak of 3 types of plague 

across Europe and Asia in the 1340s – bubonic,

septicemic, and pneumonic.

Blood letting 

or Bleeding

The surgical removal of some of a patient’s blood for 

medical purposes.

Buboe

A tender, enlarged, and inflamed lymph node, 

particularly in the armpit or groin, resulting from 

absorption of infective material.

Economic Something to do with money and wealth.

Epidemic
An outbreak of disease that affects many people 

within a community, population, or region.

Flagellation
Whipping or beating oneself as a form of religious 

self-punishment.

Miasma
An unpleasant or unhealthy smell or vapour believed 

to be the cause of disease in the Middle Ages.

Military
Something to do with the armed forces, fighting, or 

war.

Pandemic
An outbreak of disease that’s spread over multiple 

countries or continents.

Political Things to do with power or how a country is run.

Public health

The health of a whole population, and the regulation 

and support given by the government to protect and 

keep people healthy.

Religious
Things to do with religion, the church or people’s 

beliefs.

Social Things to do with people and how they live.

Superstitious

Any belief or practice based upon one's trust in luck 

or other irrational, unscientific, or supernatural 

forces.

🙁 😐 😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was public 
health like in 
Medieval England?

• Medieval governments – the king or queen – did not think it was their responsibility to worry about the 
health of the people. 

• There was no organised or directed public health laws in the Middle Ages so public health was quite poor.
• Towns did not have sewage systems or supplies of fresh water. Waste was thrown into the streets & there 

was no system of disposing of the rubbish that collected. 

What was the Black 
Death?

• The Black Death was a devastating global epidemic of bubonic plague that struck Europe and Asia in the 
mid-1300s. 

• An infected person would get painful swellings, called buboes, in the armpit & groin. They could grow as 
big as an apple. On Day 2 the victim would develop a fever & begin vomiting. Then, as the disease attacked 
the organs, internal bleeding would begin, before attacking the nervous system on Day 4 & causing painful 
spasms & cramps. Most would die by Day 5.

What caused the 
Black Death?

• Today we know the Black Death is caused by a bacteria which can spread from person to person through 
the air and through the bite of infected fleas & rats.

• But in the Middle Ages no one understood the true causes of disease & germs had not been identified yet. 
As such people had many strange & superstitious explanations for the disease.

• Some Medieval people blamed the movement of the planets, or bad smells in the air. Some believed water 
had been poisoned by Jewish people. Most believed it had been sent by God.

How did the Black 
Death spread?

• The plague is thought to have originated in Asia over 2,000 years ago and was likely spread by trading 
ships. In the early 1340s, the disease struck China, India, Persia, Syria and Egypt.

• It arrived in Europe in Sicily in 1347, then spread to France & North Africa before reaching Rome, Florence 
and then Paris & London. 

• It was spread as people ran away from an infected place, & on ships & wagons along the trade routes. 

How did Medieval 
people try to treat 
the Black Death?

• As Medieval people did not know what really caused the Black Death, they tried many different treatments
to try & cure it.

• Some treatments were dangerous such as cutting veins to let out the ‘diseased blood’, some were based 
on traditional herbs & some were simply superstitious, such as placing a chicken next to the buboes to 
draw out the disease.

How did medieval 
people try to prevent 
the Black Death?

• People were really scared of the disease – so many were dying & in such a horrible way that they tried 
almost anything to not get sick themselves.

• Some were sensible & useful like avoiding the sick & burning the clothes of those who died from the 
disease.

• There were also ideas based on the medical beliefs of the day, for example holding herbs & spices to your 
nose so not to breathe in the bad air. 

• Other ideas were based on religion such as making an offering to God or flagellation. 

Was the Black Death 
a complete disaster?

• The Black Death had negative consequences; 33% of the population died, some villages had to be 
abandoned, crops rotted in the fields & animals died, taxes increased & trade declined.

• But there were also positive consequences; peasants could ask for more money, women had new 
opportunities, diet improved for the poor, wars were halted & sanitation began to improve.

Why was the Black 
Death so deadly?

• Many factors meant the outbreak of the Black Death in the 1340s became a deadly pandemic.
• It was spread by both fleas & humans; public health was poor; trade routes had connected more places 

across the world; medical advances were hindered by the involvement of the Church; people were weak 
after years of famine & poor weather; & the Black Death was actually 3 types of plague that all hit at the 
same time. 
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Why were the Crusades fought?

Key Vocabulary:

Key Questions & Knowledge:

Army An organised military force that fights on land.

Colonialism
The policy or practice of taking control over 

another country, occupying it & exploiting it.

Crusade
A campaign for political, social or religious 

change.

Economic Something to do with money and wealth.

Interpretation A way of explaining the past.

Invade
When an armed force enters a country or 

region to take it over.

Justice Fair behaviour or treatment.

Knight
A person of noble birth trained to arms and 

chivalry

Legacy
Something left behind from one group or 

generation.

Political
Things to do with power or how a country is 

run.

Prejudice
Opinion, usually unkind or unfair, not based on 

reason or experience.

Religious
Things to do with religion, the church or 

people’s beliefs.

Social Things to do with people and how they live.

🙁 😐

😊

Key Question What do I need to know? Start End Revised?

What was life like in the 
Islamic Empire?

• The 'Islamic world' was not a single state in the Middle Ages, but the different countries which 
formed it had many things in common such as religion & government which united it. 

• Muslim traders travelled to places as far apart as the Sahara, South Africa, China, Scandinavia 
& Russia. Muslims traded high-quality goods such as silk, carpets, ivory & spices.

• Knowledge of science & medicine in the Islamic world was far more sophisticated than in 
Western Europe.

Why was there conflict 
over Jerusalem?

• For Christians, Jerusalem was the place where Jesus Christ died & was buried. Christian 
pilgrims had come to the city for centuries.

• To Muslims, Jerusalem is the third most holy city, as Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) ascended to 
heaven from there. Arab Muslims conquered the Holy Land in 638. 

• From 1009 Christian pilgrims had been free to visit the city but around 1077 Muslim Seljuk 
Turks took control of the Holy Land & it became harder for Christian pilgrims to visit. 

Why did people go on 
Crusades?

• In 1095, Pope Urban II promised the knights of Europe forgiveness of their sins if they went on 
a Crusade to win back Jerusalem for Christianity. Many responded by ‘taking the cross’ and 
showed this act by cutting out red crosses before sewing them into their tunics.

• Many went to obey the Pope & be forgiven for past sins, but others joined to see the world & 
have an adventure, while others hoped to gain wealth & land during the Crusades. 

What happened in the 
Crusades?

• 1096‒1099 – 1st Crusade – An army of peasants led by Peter the Hermit (a French priest) set 
off for the Holy Land. They were massacred by the Turks. An army of knights followed, led by 
Godfrey of Bouillon which massacred Muslims & captured Jerusalem in 1099. 

• 1145‒1149 – 2nd Crusade – King Louis VII of France invaded the Holy Land but was defeated at 
Damascus.

• 1189‒1192 – 3rd Crusade – In 1187, the Muslim ruler Saladin had recaptured Jerusalem. The 
Crusaders (who included King Richard I of England) captured the port of Acre. But they 
quarrelled & failed to capture Jerusalem. On the way home, Richard was kidnapped & held 
ransom until February 1194 when the English paid for his release.

• 1202-1204 – 4th Crusade – The Pope wanted to unite western and eastern Christians under his 
authority. He diverted this Crusade, with the help of Venice & captured Constantinople in 
1204. Christians fought Christians.

• 1212 – Children's Crusade – An army of young people set off on Crusade. They were kidnapped 
& sold as slaves.

• 1217‒1250 – 5th, 6th & 7th Crusades – All failed.
• 1396 – Battle of Nicopolis sometimes called the 'last' Crusade – An army of French & Hungarian 

knights were massacred. Some historians refer to it as the 'last' Crusade.

What were the 
consequences of the 
Crusades?

• The Crusades had a big impact on the world. An estimated 1.5 million people were killed.
• Christians learnt about mathematics & medicine while Muslims learnt about castle building.
• The Crusades have been seen as the start of religious tension between Christians & Muslims.  

What are the different 
historical 
interpretations of the 
Crusades?

• There are many different opinions about the Crusades, from justified romantic adventures to 
vicious embarrassing wars, from a waste of resources, to worthwhile. 

• In the Middle Ages, the Crusaders were seen as Christian heroes in the West. But modern 
historians often see the Crusades as violent & colonialism.

• Muslim writers of the time condemned the Crusades. In the East, the Crusades are often 
portrayed as aggressive empire-building wars & some say there is a ‘legacy of bitterness’. 
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Emerging Developing Proficient Confident Skilful and Accomplished Mastery

Development 
of knowledge 

and 
understanding

I show 
limited understanding 

of a topic.

I can include generalised 
information about a 

topic.

I can include relevant 
information about a topic..

I can describe detailed 
information about a topic.

I can describe accurate and 
relevant information about 

a topic and demonstrate 
some knowledge and 

understanding of a period.

I can describe accurate and 
relevant information about 

a topic and demonstrate 
good knowledge and 

understanding of a period

Ability to 
analyse 

second-order 
concepts (cause, 

consequence, 
change, 

continuity, 
significance)

I can give a simple 
answer.

I can give a generalised 
answer.

I can give a descriptive 
answer.

I can give a descriptive 
answer with some implicit 
or unsustained links to the 

focus of the question.

I can give a detailed 
descriptive answer with 

some links to the focus of 
the question. My writing 
shows some organisation 

or material.

I can begin to give an 
explanation with some 
links to the focus of the 

question. My writing shows 
some development and 
organisation of material.

Ability to 
analyse and 
use source 

material

I can show simple 
comprehension of 
source material.

I can show 
comprehension of source 

material by quoting or 
paraphrasing some 

content.

I can some comprehension 
of source material by 

making inferences and by 
quoting or paraphrasing 

content.

I can make inferences from 
source material and give 

simple judgements on 
utility. I can support my 

judgement with 
undeveloped comment on 

content or provenance.

I can make inferences from 
source material and give 

judgements on utility. I can 
support my judgement 

with comment on content 
or provenance.

I can make inferences and 
give a judgement on source 

utility by starting to use 
valid criteria. I can support 

my judgements with 
developed comment 

relating to content and/or 
provenance.

Ability to 
analyse 

historical 
interpretations

I show limited 
understanding of what 

interpretations are.

I can paraphrase the 
content of an 

interpretation.

I show some understanding 
of interpretations by 

selecting and including 
some detail in the form or 

simple paraphrase or direct 
quotation.

I show limited analysis of 
interpretations by selecting 
and including some detail 

in the form of simple 
paraphrase or direct 

quotation.

I show simple analysis of 
interpretations by selecting 
and including some detail 

in the form of simple 
paraphrase or direct 

quotation. I can identify 
differences of view.

I show some valid 
evaluation and can agree 

with or counter an 
interpretation. I show some 
analysis by including details 

from interpretations to 
support my comments. I 
include some relevant 

contextual knowledge. I 
identify key difference of 

view and imply a valid 
reason for the difference. I 

can give an overall 
judgement.

H
isto

ry Y7
 K

n
o

w
led

ge O
rgan

iser
–

Su
ccess C

riteria



Development of knowledge and understanding
Example Question: Describe two features of the Roman Republic. 

Mastery

One feature of the Roman Republic was democracy. For example, all men were able to vote regardless of their wealth or social status.

Another feature of the Roman Republic was veto power. For example, both consuls had the power to stop a suggestion made by the other so 
neither consul could make a law without the other agreeing. 

Developing

In the Roman Republic rich and poor men could vote.
There were two consuls who made laws.

Confident

One feature of the Roman Republic was that it was quite fair. For 
example, all men were able to vote, it didn’t matter if they were rich or 
poor. Another feature were the consuls. For example, there were two 

who made laws together. Generalised knowledge is shown with no clear 

features identified

Facts are accurate

The correct structure is missing

Knowledge & understanding clearly shown with distinct & complex features identified

Accurate & detailed evidence given

The correct structure is followed

Valid features have been identified to 

show some knowledge & 

understanding

The detail given is accurate

The correct structure has been used
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Mastery

One reason why it was difficult to attack castles was due to their strategic location. For example, castles were often built up high, either on natural rocks and cliffs 
such as Edinburgh Castle or on top of man-made mounds like Duffus Castle. This made it difficult to attack castles because attacking enemies faced the challenge 
of climbing up steep land and therefore would find it difficult to get into or near the castle to launch an attack, and those defending the castle had clear views of 
the surrounding land in order to more easily target and remove any threats they saw approaching. This was the main reason why it was difficult to attack castles 

as their strategic location made all their other defensive features more effective. 

Developing

Castles were built high up which made it difficult to get to them.

Confident

One reason why it was difficult to attack castles was their location. For 
example, castles were built on top of mounds, hills or cliffs so they were very 
high up so they were hard to get into but the people in them could easily see 

if anyone was coming. 
Generalised answer is given with no clear factor identified

Facts are accurate

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis & evaluation clearly shown by explaining why the factor answers the question & by comparing it to 

the other factors in the rest of the answer

Accurate & detailed supporting evidence given

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Detailed descriptive answer given 

with a factor identified & supported

The evidence given is accurate

The correct Point Evidence structure 

has been used but an Explanation is 

missing

Ability to analyse second-order concepts
Example Question: Explain why it was difficult to attack castles.

H
isto

ry Y7
 K

n
o

w
led

ge O
rgan

iser
–

Su
ccess C

riteria



Ability to analyse and use sources
Example Question: Give two things you can infer from Source C about the murder of Thomas Becket.

Mastery

One thing I can infer is that the murder of Thomas Becket meant Henry II failed to reduce the power of the Church.
The detail in the source which supports this is the King is represented kneeling in front of Becket’s tomb and the monks, with his crown and 

sceptre off to one side showing a symbolic loss of power and submission to the Church.

Developing
In the picture the king is kneeling down and there are 

monks standing in front of him. He is on the floor in front of 
Becket’s tomb.

Confident
One thing I can infer is that the murder of Thomas Becket affected King Henry II.
The detail in the source which supports this is we can see the King being whipped 

and having to kneel in front of monks.

An inference has not been made
Detail from the source material is given

The correct structure is not used

Analysis of source clearly shown with detailed & complex 
inference made

Accurate & relevant source material used to support 
comments

The correct structure is followed

Some analysis of source clearly shown with an inference made
Relevant source material used to support comments

The correct structure is used
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Mastery

The main difference between these views is how heroic Richard I was. For example, Interpretation I says that “Richard the Lionheart earnt his 
nickname from his men who were grateful for his guidance and inspired by his courage”, however Interpretation 2 says “the idea of Richard as a 
lionheart was created by people who did not serve with him”. This shows the main difference between these views is how heroic Richard I was 

because Interpretation 1 argues that he deserves the nickname ‘Lionheart’ because of his bravery and expert leadership in battle during the 
Crusades whereas Interpretation 2 suggests that his heroism has been exaggerated and is not based on much evidence.

Developing

Interpretation 1 says that Richard I was brave and inspiring and that 
his men liked him. Interpretation 2 says not that much is known 

about Richard I and bits about his bravery have been exaggerated.

Confident

The main difference between these views is that they disagree about how 
brave Richard I was. For example, in Interpretation 1 it says Richard I was 

brave enough to inspire his men but in Interpretation 2 it says we don’t 
really know enough about Richard I to say how brave he was and that it 

may be exaggerated by some who had just heard stories about him.Some understanding is shown with no difference of view indicated
Detail from the Interpretations is paraphrased

The Point Evidence Explanation structure is missing

Analysis of Interpretations clearly shown by indicating & explaining 
a difference of view

Accurate & relevant material from the Interpretations used to 
support comments

The correct Point Evidence Explanation structure is followed

Simple analysis of interpretations shown by identifying a difference of 
view

Relevant material from the Interpretations paraphrased
The correct Point Evidence structure has been used but an Explanation is 

missing

Ability to analyse historical interpretations
Example Question: What is the main difference between these two views of Richard I?
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