
Although our first edition has been put
together under challenging conditions,
we have been so impressed with the
eagerness of our students to get
involved and contribute articles so first
of all we’d l ike to say a massive thank
you to those who took on the task with
such verve.

CS Lewis once said, “You can make
anything by writing.” We think this is an
apt tagline for our newspaper because it
links strongly with our core values of
‘Wisdom’ and ‘Hope’. We want to
encourage our children to be inquisitive,
have opinions and express themselves,
as well as give them an opportunity to
showcase work and achievements they
are proud of. But it’s also an opportunity
to get to know us better – the students
and the staff – and all the amazing things
that regularly happen here.

Our photo

Over the next few weeks, we will be putting
together a ‘Student Press Team’ who will
report on school events. We will provide
journalistic training to equip them with the
skills they need and they will have press
badges too so that other students will know
who to approach if they have a story.

We hope you enjoy our first edition. We are
already planning ideas for the second, so get
in touch if you’d like to become part of our
team or even just write an article. We want
to hear your voice!

The Spotlight team
l .birrell@smsj.london (Co-ordinator)
c.muller@smsj.london (Secondary)
a.baikie@smsj.london (Primary)

Competition winner,
year 5 student, Sam,
explains how he
thought of the name
‘Spotlight’ for
the new SMSJ school
newspaper.

Whenever I used to read newspapers on
my train journeys, I used to think that the
main articles are the ‘spotlight’ of why
people buy and read so many newspapers
on a regular basis – even now, when we
can get so much information online. So,
when I heard about the school newspaper,
I thought what better way to get people to
read it than having a catchy title such as
‘Spotlight’?

I hope that lots of people will get involved
in the newspaper and it will give us the
chance to have the ‘spotlight’ on issues we
think are important, as well as being able
to show some our creative work.

Welcome to our first 
edition of Spotlight!

Our Spotlight winner, Sam Thompson.
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Where did you go to primary school and
was it anything like SMSJ Primary?
I went to Clitterhouse Infant and Junior
School in Cricklewood. Those schools closed
a few years ago and there is now a new
school called Claremont Primary on the same
sight. The infant school (for KS1) was an old
building and the toilets were in a separate
building outside – it was very different to
SMSJ. The head teacher used to bring her
dogs to school; we used to love to go and
read in her office and see the dogs. When I
was in the Junior School and in Year 6, we
were one of the first schools in Barnet to
have a computer. It was huge and had to be
wheeled in on a trolley!

Having a global
pandemic has made
it a pretty unusual
start to a new school.

What did you like best about school and
what did you like the least?
The best things about school were the trips!
At primary school we visited Kew Gardens,
the Science Museum and we used to have a
theatre visiting the school every term. I liked
PE the least as I was never very good at
climbing the ropes or throwing and catching
the ball . We also had to learn English country
dancing – which I definitely did not enjoy!

What was your best subject at school?
At secondary school I loved science and my
favourite subject was chemistry.

What did you study at University?
While looking at universities, I decided that I
didn’t want to study science. Instead, I went
to Durham University to study Theology
(Religious Studies).

Did you have another career before you
trained to be a head teacher?
After my degree I went to St Stephen’s
House in Oxford and trained to be a priest.
After I was ordained, I worked in parishes in
the north east of England and then was a
vicar in Sussex. Then I trained as a teacher.

We managed to catch up with Mr Atkinson 
and find out what life has been like during 
his first year at SMSJ Primary.

Spotlight on our Head of Primary, 
Simon Atkinson

You never stop being a priest though;
I now also assist at St Matthias’ Church in
Colindale.

How long were you head at SMSJ Primary
before we went in lockdown?
I think there were just 20 school days
between starting at SMSJ and the first
lockdown. It was a very strange start; I had
just started to get to know people and then
everything changed!

My least favourite
thing at primary
school was being
made to do English
country dancing!

Have you developed any hobbies during the
long lockdowns?
I love cooking and have been doing online
lessons and practicing my baking skills during
lockdown. I now make lots of bread for my
friends and family.

Do you have any pets?
I am currently looking after the school
hamster. He is nocturnal and loves to make
lots of noise on his wheel at 3am!

What would be your dream meal?
Right now it would be a Sunday roast dinner
with my whole family. We’ve not been able
to sit down together for over a year.

What would be your dream holiday?
I’d love to travel across America from San
Francisco to New York by train.

What’s your favourite TV programme?
Definitely The Great British Bake Off.

What’s your favourite movie?
The Goonies – it’s one of the best children’s

adventure movies ever made.

What advice would you give to Year 6
primary students preparing to move to
secondary school?
It’s not as scary as it seems! Remember to
always ask if you are unsure of anything.
The teachers are there to catch you, not
catch you out.



Although most of us were still at home
distance learning this World Book Day,
every class was able to get together with
their teachers online and share their
favourite titles with their classmates.
Many children (and teachers!) dressed up
for the occasion – everyone’s first ever
‘virtual’ WBD! We have so many keen
bookworms here at SMSJ, that we just
have to have a regular Book Review
section in Spotlight. This issue we have
just a taster of some children’s favourite
reads, as well as some pictures from
World Book Day – from bedrooms and
kitchens all across NW London!

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
Review by Victoria, Y5
Oliver Twist wasn’t l ike all boys; his
mother died just after he was born. His
life was tough, he lived in lots of different
places as he was growing up. Life was
hard, life was unfair – and most of all, life
was poor. Oliver always wondered what
other boys’ l ives were like compared to
his… and so his adventures begin. Oliver
gets kicked out of many places and
sometimes just has to escape! Will Oliver
Twist get the life he deserves?

Daniel and Rafi with their lockdown puppy, 
the brilliantly-named Humphry

SMSJ primary celebrates the 
wonderful world of books! 

The Isadora Moon series
by Harriet Muncaster
Penny from Year 1 is a huge fan of the
Isadora Moon series of books – and would
recommend them to everyone! Isadora
Moon is special because she is different. Her
mum is a fairy and her dad is a vampire – and
Isadora is a bit of both. She loves the night,
bats and the colour black, but she also loves
the outdoors, using her magic wand and the
colour pink. With her magicked-to-life
stuffed pink rabbit, join her on her many
adventures as she meets wizards, mermaids,
ghosts and dragons!
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The Day the Crayons Quit by Oliver Jeffers

Duncan absolutely loves colouring, but
when he opens his box of crayons, all he
finds are letters, each saying: we quit!
Beige is tired of playing second fiddle to
brown, Blue needs a break from colouring
seas and sky, while orange and yellow
aren’t speaking to each other because
they BOTH think that they should be the
colour of the sun. Year 1 loved this book
and all wrote their own letters to Duncan
to tell him which colour they would want
to be and why. A must for any children
who love reading – and colouring!

Charlotte’s Web by E.B.White
Review by Moneshan, Y5
I recommend this book as it is a book of
adventure and the importance of
friendship. The main characters are
Wilbur the pig, a girl called Fern and a
spider called Charlotte. Fern, who loves
nature and animals, rescues Wilbur only
to then have him sent away to her uncle’s
farm, where he is snubbed by all the
animals except for Charlotte, who
comforts him in the toughest of times.

In this first page of 
Spotlight Books, we 
bring you titles 
recommended by 
primary students…



Daniel and Rafi with their lockdown puppy, 
the brilliantly-named Humphry

Express yourself – the SMSJ way! 
The lockdown has meant some long and 
sometimes hard-to-fill days at home… but we 
have found some fun and creative new ways to 
keep ourselves healthy and happy.
Our ‘Screen-free Wednesday’ earlier this term 
got the children thinking about the different 
ways they like to express themselves… and none 
of them involve screens! Here’s a selection of this 
issue’s creative students…

Dhilan (Y1) learned to ride a bike 
without stabilizers!

Hannah from Y1 expresses herself
by giving her parents a concert!

Talented artist Aaryan from Y5 
expresses himself through his 
amazing sketches of superheroes.

Junior baker Rayan made this
Amazing looking cake for his dad’s 
lockdown birthday – Mr Atkinson will  be 
impressed, Rayan!

Innesaiy, Y5, expresses herself
by creating amazing art works.

Joshua loves to l ive l ife as his favourite
Book character, the Hungry Caterpillar!
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Express yourself – the SMSJ way! 

A fantastic family portrait by artist 
Arya from Y1.

Pianist Penny, Y1, loves to express 
herself on the keyboards.

Bookworm Aaryan, Y5, finds
an unusual place to enjoy his 
reading in lockdown days.

Diba from Y1 prefers to express 
herself upside down when at home!Colourful artistic expression with this 

wonderful oil  painting by Nicolae, Y1

Samuel, Y1, improved his 
skateboarding skills in lockdown.

Melody from Year 1 expresses 
herself the healthy way –with 
some vegetable art!

Ava, Y1, expresses herself through 
her intricate Lego creations.
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Express yourself – the SMSJ way! 

A fantastic family portrait by artist 
Arya from Y1.

Talented baker Elijah from Y1 could 
be in the next Junior GBBO!

Healthy eating made fun by 
food artist Penny, Y1

Riyan from Y1 has loved becoming a 
proficient reader in lockdown.

A beautifully written lockdown diary 
entry from Diyan P, Y1

Year 1 student Nikodem shows 
his sculpting skills with these 
super plastiscine dinosaurs..

Shaylan, Y1, is another dinosaur 
creator – with Lego.

Remember the snow? Maria, Y1 
makes the perfect snow angel.


