
The new school year got off to a flying
start at SMSJ this autumn term, with a
bursting calendar of festivals, trips, class
assemblies and sports events.

As our first Autumn term in three years
uninterrupted by lockdowns and Covid
restrictions, it feels as though school life
has finally launched back into full swing
again – and our children have been eager
to embrace everything on offer.

Both children and teachers have loved
taking their learning outside school too,
with numerous school trips taking place
this term, including days out to The
Welsh Harp (Y2), Golders Hill Park (Y1),
The National Gallery (Y6) and The British
Museum (Y5). See page 3 for photos and
comments from the children about their
exciting and educational trips.

Our Primary SMSJ Sports Coach, Mr
Rowe, has been particularly busy this
term, leading some of our primary sports
teams to victory against other Barnet

schools, including a spectacular 3-2 win
for our boys’ football team against
league winners Cromer Road last month.

Another very welcome return to the
school timetable has been plenty of
music – with the sound of piano playing,
singing and class music lessons wafting
through the halls of Neale House and
Bennett House. Children from Years 1 to
6 have all been enjoying weekly singing
lessons with Miss Hall and all year groups
have been feeling very much in the
Christmas spirit as they practice their
carols for their end-of-term class
concerts.

We hope you enjoy some snapshots of
our Autumn term in progress – and wish
all our SMSJ friends and families a very
Happy Christmas!

The Spotlight team
l .birrell@smsj.london (Co-ordinator)
c.muller@smsj.london (Secondary)
a.baikie@smsj.london (Primary)
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Dear Parents and Carers,

I write to you as we come to the end of
yet another eventful autumn term and
as we prepare for a very special time in
our school calendar. Christmas is that
wonderful time of year when the spirit
of giving comes alive, and we reflect on
the most important things in life.
There have been a number of
challenges which I am proud to say, we
have worked together to overcome this
term. A major project has been
improving our all through IT
infrastructure, which now includes
independent fibre lines to all three
campuses, increased communications
lines into the school together with
future proofing. We will now see an
improvement in home school
communications from the spring term,
which is something we have been
hopeful for over the last 4 years. As
always, I am very grateful to our expert
parent volunteers who will contribute
to our continued improvement.
In addition, there is a plethora of
achievement on our school Twitter
page which continues to demonstrate
how wonderful our children are.
I pray that our hearts turn toward God 

as Christmas approaches.
Let us not miss the chance to celebrate 
the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love, 
that has been sent to us on that first 

Christmas.
That first Christmas, we were given the 

gift of hope wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger.

We give thanks for an immeasurable 
gift.

Amen
My wish for you all, is to have a 

wonderful Christmas surrounded by 
family and friends. May your homes be 

fi l led with laughter and joy.

Yours faithfully,
Martin Serrão

A Christmas message from 
our Principal:
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Some thoughts, news and features written by our Y5 & Y6 Press Team.

Our Press Team writes…

Recently, 6 Wisdom put an incredible 
effort into creating and performing our 
assembly on sustainability. This assembly 
include drama, presenting and music -
even rap! 

We chose what we would like to do and 
teamed up with others in our class. We 
had some very funny groups, the acting 
was hilarious, whilst still teaching the 
audience about sustainability. It was a 
magnificent show and linked well with 
our half termly sustainability project!

Here are a few of the sustainable 
products we designed:

Y6 Sustainability Project
By Adella, 6W

Favourite hobbies in Year 6
By Sophie, 6W

Football

Football is one of the most famous 

sports in the world. There are even 

many people collecting football cards 

now! There is no doubt that football is 

on this l ist and it even improves your 

cardiovascular health and co-ordination.

Reading, drawing and writing 

These hobbies are beneficial for you as 

they expand your vocabulary and 

imagination. It can also help you express 

your emotions without talking. 

Playing ‘It’ or ‘Memory Tag’.

Any running games are amazing for your 

health as they boost your stamina, help 

build strong bones and strengthen 

muscles. It involves  many people, which 

also improves your social skills.

Music

Many students in Year 6 play musical 

instruments and have a passion for 

music. It is known that singing 

endorphins, which makes you feel good 

mentally. In addition to this, it lowers 

stress levels, boosts immunity and your 

lung functioning – a sure winner!

Things to do in London 
during the Christmas break
By Ava, 6W

In London, there are spectacular places 
to go or spectacular things to do at 
Christmas. I love to go to Regents 
Street to see the Christmas lights! 

Arts & crafts

You can make paper snowflakes by 

using paper and scissors or paper 

chains using coloured paper and glue.

You can also create a beautiful 

homemade snow globe using a glass 

jar, glitter, a figurine, water and 

superglue (ask an adult to help).

People love to get homemade 

Christmas cards; a great way to feel 

really Christmassy is to make your own 

cards using coloured paper, cotton 

wool (for snowmen), glitter and other 

craft things l ike tissue paper and felt. 

Some other great ideas:

• Watch some Christmas movies (Elf, 
The Grinch, the Christmas 
chronicles, etc.)

• Go to Winter Wonderland
• Organise a Secret Santa with 

friends, family or colleagues.
• Decorating your house and your 

tree for Christmas
• Play in the snow (if there is any!)
• Act out your own Nativity play to 

perform to friends and family on 
Christmas Day.



Some thoughts, news and features written by our Y5 & Y6 Press Team.

Our Press Team writes…

If I were Prime Minister…
By Jack, 5

When I become Prime Minister, I 
will cut taxes and really try to keep 
the world green and run on more 
sustainable electricity. 

How will  I do this? Here are some of 
my initial ideas:

• Prosecution of dumping 
recyclable rubbish, less plastic 
pollution! No more plastic bags!

• Every home to run on solar 
panels and renewable resources. 

• No more deforestation, we must 
create reusable items. 

I will  also invest larger amounts of 
money into helping people in need, 
such as homeless and sick people; 
I think that the pandemic and 
austerity has caused so many 
financial problems for ordinary 
people and we need to help them 
get back on their feet. 

My policy for education will  be to 
provide schools with more money 
for resources and opportunities for 
all children. The day to day running 
of schools will also be a big focus for 
me – I will  aim to stamp out all  
bullying and racism. 

All  in all, I hope for a better future 
in which we do not have to worry 
about financial problems and 
climate change!

If I were Prime Minister…
By Toki, 5

It is said that being Prime Minister is an 

extremely hard job, but I think you just 

need to have the right ideas. If were 

Prime minister, I would organise my 

ideas into different sections. The 

categories would be Local 

communities, Education and Other. 

Local communities

For local and communal areas, I would 

make the prices of houses lower to 

make them more affordable and use 

the extra money to make and good 

children’s homes and schools. I would 

organise street clean-ups and make 

everything more environmentally 

friendly. I will  give money for outdated 

properties that have not been used in a 

long time and turn them into 

somewhere important, depending on 

my advisors’ opinions.     

Education

Education is a very hard subject, as you 

really need to think about both the 

teachers and the children. The first 

idea that came into my head was make 

lunch free, but then the lunch staff 

would not get paid. So, I have come to 

decision on lunch for the school 

lunches to be improved and to have 

croutons in the salad bar. I would also 

pay teachers more because of their 

hard work. 

I would give money to school governors 

money to provide the medical staff with 

more supplies other than an ice pack. 

Also, I would tell  school governors to 

organisecharity events once a month.

Can you name our last five PMs?



Sport Report
The new SMSJ Primary football and dance teams kick off the 

new school year with some sporting triumphs!  

SMSJ Boys’ Football Team
Mr Rowe and Mr Parsons would give 
Gareth Southgate a run for his money in 
their management of the unstoppable 

Y6 boys’ football team this term. The 

boys were triumphant from the word go 

in their first league match of the season 

– a 5-4 win in a tough match against St 

Mary’s. They kept their winning streak 

going with a win against league 

favourites Cromer Road, followed by an 

emphatic 8-3 win to end their 2022 run 

this month. We predict 2023 is going to 

be a good year for these boys!

SMSJ Primary Dance Teams

The newly-formed KS1 dance team 
have been practising tirelessly for 
their Christmas performance, with 
the youngest recruits from Year 2 
already dancing like professionals –
we think they would be hot 
contenders for a Kids’ Strictly Come 
Dancing series!

Meanwhile the Y5/6 dance troupe 
have already started practicing for 
this year’s upcoming Barnet Dance 
Festival, with choreography devised 
by the team leader, Ms Brewster. 
After last year’s fantastic 
performance at the Arts Depot, this 
team has a hard act to follow –but 
the way they’re shaping up in 
rehearsals, we just know they’re 
going to smash it!

SMSJ Girls’ Football Team

The UKS2 girls’ football team were
united in triumph this month, when
they scored their first goals of the
season in a thrilling match against

Holy Trinity.

Y3 Dodgeball
Our Year 3 Dodgeball Team did us 
proud in the Barnet inter-school 
dodgeball tournament this term. Their 
teamwork and resil ience stood out 
throughout the day – well done Year 3!

SMSJ Boys’ Football Team
by Isaiah, Y6W
Being part of the SMSJ boys’ football 

team has been an honour this year. 

With a good number of wins under 

our belt, we are looking for more 

and feel hopeful and passionate 

about our future games! It has been 

so much fun, playing alongside my 

peers and I have enjoyed every 

minute. It has been a pleasure to 

play football with the SMSJ badge on 

my chest. 



Spotlight on staff
This issue, we interview our much-loved Primary sports coach, Mr Rowe. Here he talks to Spotlight about his 

experience of school and how he came to be a top school PE coach.

Which schools did you go to 
and did you enjoy school life?

When I was a child, I attended a primary 
school called Glebe First and Middle 
School. I was very lucky as it was just a 
two-minute walk from where I l ived in 
Harrow. At the end of Year 7 I moved to 
Hatch End High School which would 
become my secondary school for the 
next four years. 

It was a shock to the system as I had
to travel much further than just two
minutes to get to school.

On the whole, I enjoyed school. I
have a lot of fond memories of
spending break times with friends,
the laughs that we shared in each
lesson and the bus rides to and from
school. My Dad used to drive the bus
I took to school. My friends and I
used to keep on pressing the bell just
to get on his nerves. Needless to say,
he was not impressed!

Were you good at sport from
a young age?

I always remember that in school I
was the smallest out of all my
friends. So, on the surface my friends
and teachers didn't expect much
from when it came to sports. I
managed to shock them all by
earning myself a spot on the football
and cricket teams. Also, on three
occasions I came third in the
borough wide Cross-Country
Championships. For my small
stature, people were surprised I had
a talent for long distance running.
Academically I struggled a little in
school but I definitely excelled on the
sports field.

What was your favourite sport
when you were at school?

My favourite sport at school was
definitely football . Playing it with
my mates at break and lunchtimes
where it would also turn into a hot
topic of conversation during
lessons when we should have been
focusing on our work.

Who were your best and worst
teachers at school?

For me the best teacher I had was a
teacher called Mrs. Dunford. She
was always there to offer words of
advice but also would tell me if I
was doing something wrong in a
supportive way. A teacher that I
tried to avoid was Mr Longman. He
was the first one to remind me
about tucking in my shirt or making
sure my tie was correct. Always the
first one to pull me up on talking in
lessons. When I look back, I really
respect him for keeping me in line.

What did you want to be when
you grew up?

Like most young boys, I wanted to
become a footballer. A PE teacher
reminded me that having those
aspirations is amazing but I would
also need a backup. I started
helping out with a younger year's
sports clubs. This is where I really
developed my passion for coaching
and helping young people learn.
This helped lead me to the current
role I am in at SMSJ and a
grassroots football team that until
recently I used to coach in Barnet.

What are your favourite sports 
to teach – and what would you 
like to introduce at SMSJ?

My favorite sports to teach include 
cricket, rounders and football. I 
believe they really help not only 
teach people about the sport but 
also why it is so important to work 
as part of a team. As the school year 
goes on and the weather gets 
better, I am sure there will  be lots of 
different sports on offer for you all  
at SMSJ!

Which football team do you 
support? And who do you think 
is the best player in the current 
England team?

Having been born and raised in 
West London, I am a lifelong 
Queens Park Rangers fan. They play 
their football in the Sky Bet 
Championship. Being a QPR fan is 
full  of ups and downs and has really 
cemented with me that sometimes 
sports goes your way and other 
times it doesn't. The current 
England squad is full  of talented 
players that have undoubtably done 
us proud at the World Cup this 
month. Harry Kane shows 
outstanding leadership skills while 
Jordan Pickford communicates well 
with others around him to keep 
them organized. I believe Jude 
Bellingham is an outstanding talent 
and is one to watch for the future.

Do you have a favourite book 
from childhood?

A book I used to love when I was 
younger is 'The Gruffalo.' It is a story 
that to this day I enjoy reading to 
the children at SMSJ.

If I was to become the country's 
new Sports Minster, I would look in 
to creating different schemes across 
different sports for children of all  
ages and backgrounds to get 
involved with. Keeping children 
active, healthy and having fun has 
to be the top priority.



Learning outside the classroom 
The return of class trips has been one of the highlights of post-Covid school life – and our 
Primary pupils have made the most of the fantastic learning opportunities in and around 

London this term.

Year 1 – Golders Hill Park

The Year 1 children took their learning 

to Golders Hill  Park this term, with a 

trip to explore the wildlife and plants 

at the wonderful park and zoo in 

Golders Green. The children took part 

in scavenger hunts, collected 

minibeasts and made creatures out of 

clay. They also braved the tube for the 

first time! 

Y4 – Lea Valley
To enrich Year 4’s learning topic of rivers, 
the children took a trip to Lea Valley 
Regional Park as part of Rivers and Lakes 
Discovery Day. Both children and 
teachers had a fantastic day identifying 
features found in rivers and navigations, 
drawing field sketches and watching 
some waterbirds on the lake.

Year 2 – Welsh Harp

Year 2 had a fantastic time enriching
their learning about wildlife and
growth on their trip to the Welsh Harp
last month. The children spent the day
collecting minibeasts and studying
plants – there was string competition
for the finder of the best newt!



Black History Month 
The children, teachers and families of SMSJ came together this term to 
celebrate BHM with a festival of art, music, food and writing projects.

Black History month
celebrated across the
Primary year groups.

This term saw the biggest ever
celebration of and learning about
our many inspiring figures and
heroes of black history. Each year
group took part in workshops,
projects and art activities focusing
on the many amazing
achievements by people of colour
through history.

The children collaborated in
creating displays, art exhibitions
and class assemblies to learn about
and promote the historical
importance of back people around
the globe. Children's research and
work was displayed and presented
at the end of the month for our
BHM Open Evening at Neale House;
the event was a fantastic showcase
attended by many of our SMSJ
families, carers and friends.

Parents and carers were treated to a 
heady mix of colours, aromas and music 
beats as they wandered through the halls 
and classrooms of the Lower School. The 
many stalls included jewellery, candles, 
skincare products, art work and literature 
from various countries such as Ghana, 
Jamaica, Egypt and Morocco. Adorning the 
walls and hallways was work by the pupils 
of SMSJ Primary. A hugely popular stall 
was the incredible jerk chicken and rice 
served by one of our Reception families.

Black History Showcase Event at 
Neale House

Co-ordinated by our History lead, 
Mr Forro and our Primary Assistant 
Head, Mrs Livingston, the BHM 
showcase was a musical and artistic 
celebration which had the whole of 
Neale House alive with the music, art 
and food of many African, Egyptian 
and West Indian cultures from 
all around the globe.

Models and sculptures of Egyptian 
pyramids and hieroglyphics by Year 
4, African-inspired pasta necklaces 
by Reception children, displays of 
work focusing on Bessie Coleman 
from Year 3 and literature displays 
about black authors such as Malorie 
Blackman and Jewell Parker Rhodes.

Projects and displays 
across year groups

In our whole-school learning 
and celebrations throughout 
Black History Month, each year 
group chose their own aspect 
of black history to focus on.

Year 1 created an impressive 
display of intricately designed 
African masks, based on a style 
the children had seen and 
visited in our local areas of 
Hendon and Cricklewood.



Black History Month

Year 3 were fascinated by the 
history of the Black Moors, a name 
given by Christian Europeans to 
Muslims during the Middle Ages.

Year 4 produced a spectacular 
display of model pyramids and 
sculptures as part of 
their extensive research into the 
ancient Egyptian Queen Nefertiti; 
pupils learned how to write using 
hieroglyphics and used gold leaf 
and symmetrical designs to make 
portraits of Nefertiti  and ancient 
Egyptian bookmarks and mats.

The children in Year 2 were 
keen to research the story of 
Bessie Coleman, the first black 
female pilot in the world. Pupils 
found out and amazing number 
of facts for their colourful fact-
fi les, which were displayed in 
the hall for the open day.

Children in Year 6 became 
experts in their knowledge of the 
history of the Windrush 
generation – particularly 
fascinating for some of 
our students who have relatives 
who arrived in the country 
during the 1950s and 60s as part 
of the Windrush migrants.



Inspiring a love of reading at 
SMSJ Primary 

With a new library for Bennett House, comfy book corners in every class and a new 
phonics and reading scheme,  we are nurturing a generation of bookworms at SMSJ!

A bright new home for 
Bennett House library 

The Library at Bennett House has
recently moved to a fabulous new
location, a much larger and
brighter space (previously the
Atrium) and it’s been great to see
students from all year groups using
and enjoying the quiet space for
reading, homework, revision and
study.

Please do check at home to see if you have
any school library books. Any that aren’t
returned will need to be replaced. Many
thanks in advance for your help with this.

The library is open from Monday-
Thursday, for students to visit during their
breaks and/or lunchtime. We have
recently recruited volunteers from Year 7
and Year 8 to help out as library monitors
during their lunch hour and were
impressed by the enthusiasm and interest
of all the pupils who applied for the role.
We hope that they will find it to be a
rewarding and enjoyable experience and
are looking forward to them starting the
role in the New Year.

Phonics and early reading in EYFS 
and KS1

This term we have fully embedded our
new phonics scheme for EYFS and Year 1,
Essential Letters and Sounds. All teachers
have had training in the scheme, which
takes children from learning their first
sounds in EYFS up to Early Readers in Year
1 and Year 2. The school have invested in
the full range of ELS books for every year
group and teachers record each child’s
progress on Boom Reader each week so
that parents and carers can see what stage
their child is reading at.

Neale House book corners

A selection of our book corners at
Primary – all creatively designed by
teachers and children!

It has over 1,000 books covering a
wide selection of topics including
Humour, Fantasy, Science Fiction,
Adventure, Crime, Historical
Fiction, Classics and Non-
Fiction and we are adding to the
collection all the time. In addition,
we have copies of National
Geographic Kids magazine and the
Phoenix comic. We have also
received generous book and
magazine donations from both
parents and SMSJ staff for which
we are very grateful.

The library is organised to support
the school’s literacy programme,
Accelerated Reader, and books are
arranged alphabetically by colour
level, to make it easy for students
to find a book at their appropriate
reading level (students receive a
colour level when they complete
their Star Reading test). Now that
the Autumn term is at an end, we
are asking students to return any
library books that were borrowed
during the last academic term.

Many thanks to our Phonics Lead, Miss
Holleran, for the many hours spent
stamping and categorizing all the new
reading books – a mammoth task!
If you have any questions about ELS, 
please ask your child’s teacher or visit 
home.oxfordowl.co.uk



Top 100 Recommended Reads
If you’re looking for new book ideas, these Top 100 book lists have been put together by The Reader 

Teacher; you’ll find here a great selection of fiction and non -fiction books to cater for every age and stage. 
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Christmas creativity at SMSJ!
SMSJ Primary is bursting with creative talent and there’s nothing like the Christmas 

season to inspire our budding artists… here’s a showcase of just some of the festive cards 
and artistic projects produced by our pupils this month.

Christmas card 
competition entries

SMSJ have been repeated winners
of the annual LDBS Christmas card
competition over the years; take a
look at some of this year’s
outstanding entries…

Still life drawings by Year 4

Christmas scene by Ellie, Y2W

Year 3 Design & Technology 
workshop

This term, our D&T Lead, Ms Vekria, 
has implemented a fantastic design and 
technology curriculum across all year 
groups. As part of this new learning –
which encourages imagination, 
problem-solving and teamwork skil ls –
the Year 3 pupils enjoyed a super D&T 
toy-making workshop run by Classroom 
Adventures. Below are some of the 
innovative mechanical toy designs 
produced by the children...


