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Aims

 To consider what speech, language or 

communication needs a child may have

 To think about the impact of needs on different 

aspects of life

 To consider approaches/strategies that can be 

used at home to support communication and 

language development



Communication and Language needs 

 Difficulty understanding words and instructions

 Struggling to use words or sentences to share what they mean 

 Unclear speech sounds 

 Interpreting or controlling tone, pitch, volume 

 Interpreting or using eye contact, facial expressions and body language

 Knowing what is appropriate to say, when and how

Children may have just some or all of these needs. Every child is unique!



A “hidden difficulty”

 Some speech, language and communication needs are immediately 

obvious and are supported. 

 But others can be misinterpreted or misdiagnosed 

 Children may be seen as “not listening” or having poor behaviour. 

 They may have difficulties in social situations 

 They may find learning, more specifically reading/writing challenging. 



A supportive communicative environment 

at home…

 Get your child’s attention first before speaking. It often helps to get down to their level first and 
ensure you are face to face.

 Simplify and repeat language as needed

 Pause to allow children time to process and respond to what we say (at least 10 seconds).  

 Use a full range of expression. This means speaking in a lively, animated voice and using some 
gestures and lots of facial expressions to make your words even more interesting. 

 Try to reduce as much background distraction as you can, so doing things like switching the TV off 
can really help! Background noise can make it harder for children to pick up on new words. 

 Commenting on your environment when you are out and about! Any activity can be used to 
develop skills e.g. supermarket shopping. 

 Follow your child’s interest. It helps if we show that we are paying attention and listening to them 
too. This really encourages children to pay attention and to listen to us as more. 

 Spending time playing together with your child or even sitting with them as they play and 
engaging in nice, easy chat in a relaxed, calm space is one of the best ways to support their 
learning and talking skills all at once

 Teach new vocabulary “Word of the Day.”



English and an Additional Language 

 Bilingualism DOES NOT cause or exacerbate language needs. Continuing 

to talk to a child in their home language is important for many reasons: 

 Your child needs to keep developing their home language skills to give 

them a strong foundation for learning other languages. This then helps 

them develop their skills in understanding and using English. 

 You will be more confident and relaxed using your home language. 

 If you start using English your child may lose their home language and 

not develop competent English skills. 

 Your child may lose their home language and be isolated from their 

family and community. 

 You can also help your child's reading skills by reading books in your 

home language. 



Speech, Language, Communication and 

literacy – the link

 Good attention and listening skills. You need to be able to pay attention and concentrate. 
Listening to other people reading and telling stories will help with later literacy. 

 A good vocabulary. You need to understand a good range of words to help with reading 
and writing. Vocabulary is important to be able to understand what you have read, have 
a guess at what a word might mean, and to produce an interesting piece of writing. So, 
without a good vocabulary, literacy skills will be limited. 

 An understanding of what you hear and read in sentences. This includes thing like 
processing of longer pieces of information and understanding of grammatical information, 
like past tense and plurals. 

 To be able to decode words. Reading involves cracking a code and part of this code 
involves understanding the sounds that words are made up of for example, being able to 
know what sound a word begins or ends with, or knowing and saying words that can 
rhyme. Also, the way children actually say sounds in words may affect how they are able 
to decode what they are reading

 Understanding of how stories work. To be a good reader, you need to know how to tell 
stories and have conversations as this means you will be able to make sense of what you 
are read



Top tips for developing literacy 

 Keep talking. Talk about things you see in the book - who's in it, what they did and 
where they went. When learning to read, pictures can be just as important in a story 
book as the words. 

 Help them to learn new words. Talk about what different words mean and tell your 
child the name for anything they don't know. 

 Make a book part of your bedtime routine - share a story, snuggle up and get chatting 

 Have toys that relate to books like the Gruffalo or Spot the Dog - children can act out 
stories using these as characters. This will help them to learn to tell stories based on 
what they've read and heard. 

 Why not make your own books - you can use your phone or a camera. Take pictures 
when you're out or doing something at home and make into a story together. You can 
talk about what you did and what happened. 

 Tell stories together - talking about your day and what you did means sharing time with 
your child. We tell stories all the time, both real and made up and these stories can 
help your child become a reader and a writer of stories

 For EAL families: reading books in your home language. 




