
 

  
 

Exam board: AQA 
Entry requirements: 6 in English Literature GCSE 
 

Assessment 
 
Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods 
Exam type: Written 
Exam length: 2 hours 
Percentage of Course: 33.3% 
 
This paper requires knowledge from three topics: Education, Research Methods and Sociological Theory. Within 
the education unit, students will learn about the achievement gap between students with different social classes, 
genders and ethnicities, the factors that might contribute to these and how the differences in achievement might 
be tackled by schools, parents and policymakers. Students will also critically assess the roles performed by schools, 
its influence in developing pupil’s identities, whether schools benefit students or powerful groups, explore the 
changes to the education system over the past 80 years and evaluate policies to support disadvantage students 
over the last few decades. 
 
Students will develop an understanding of different research method used by sociologists to research society. 
Students will be expected to evaluate these methods and apply them to the study of educational issues. Students 
will also study the different ways of understanding society and its organisation and consider whether this is based 
on agreement or conflict between members of society.   
 
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology 
Exam type: Written 
Exam length: 2 hours 
Percentage of Course: 33.3% 
 
The topics selected for students to learn for this paper is ‘Families and Households’ and ‘Beliefs in society’. When 
learning about the family, student will explore the different roles and relationships within the family, the main 
purpose of families – is it beneficial to individuals and society or does it benefit powerful groups, the ways in which 
the family has changed and will consider how policies can be used to directly influence families and their 
behaviour.  
 
Within Beliefs, students will mainly learn about religion as a belief system. Students will explore the sociological 
views on the main role performed by religion –whether its main purpose is to benefit individuals or whether it is 
powerful groups?  Students will also learn about the impact of globalisation on religion as well as the changing 
nature and importance of religion and religious practice in society. Students will also examine ideology and science 
as belief systems.  
 
Paper 3: Crime and deviance with Theory and Methods 
Exam type: Written 
Exam length: 2 hours 
Percentage of Course: 33.3% 
 
This section of the course requires knowledge from three topics: Crime and Deviance, Research Methods and 
Sociological Theory.  
 
In the Crime section, students will examine sociological explanations of criminal and deviant behaviour, whether 
these explanations suggest individuals are fully responsible for their behaviour or whether the 
structure/organisation of society, e.g., the focus on material wealth, capitalism and patriarchy, influence criminal 
behaviour. Students will study the social class, gender and ethnic differences in criminal behaviour according to 
statistics and possible explanations for this, e.g. the income levels of groups more involved in crime, patriarchy and 
institutional racism. Students will also examine the impact of globalisation on crime, crime prevention and control 
strategies and the possible impact crime has on victims.  
 
Students will develop an understanding of different research method used by sociologists to research society. 
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 Students will be expected to evaluate these methods and apply them to the study of educational issues. Students 
will also study the different ways of understanding society and its organisation and consider whether this is based 
on agreement or conflict between members of society.   
 

Textbooks 
 

 ‘AQA A-level Sociology Book One Including AS Level’  

 ‘AQA A-level Sociology Book Two’  

 ‘My Revision Notes AQA A-level Sociology’ 
 

Reading List 

 
Please see below a reading list for A-Level Sociology: 
 

 Black and British: A Forgotten History by David Olusoga 

 Asian children at Home and School by Ghazala Bhatti 

 We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

 Natives by Akala  

 The Sociological Imagination by C. Wright Mills and Todd Gitlin 

 The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge by Peter Berger and Thomas 
Luckmann 

 Resisting Racism: Race, Inequality, and the Black Supplementary School Movement by Kehinde Andrews 

 Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity by Judith Butler 

 Centuries of Childhood: A Social History of Family Life by Philippe Aries  

 The Reproduction in Education, Society and Culture by Pierre Bourdieu  

 Black Masculinities and Schooling by Tony Sewell 

 Race, gender and educational desire by Heidi Safia Mirza 

 The Social organisation of Juvenile Justice by Aaron Cicourel 

 Rationing Education by David Gillborn 

 Markets, Choice and Equity in Education by Sharon Gerwitz 

 Language and Class: A Critical Look at the Theories of Basil Bernstein by Harold Rosen 

 Inner City Pressure: The Story of Grime by Dan Hancox 

 Mind, Self and Society by George Herbert 

 Racism, Gender Identities and Young Children: Social Relations in a Multi-Ethnic, Inner City primary school 
by Paul Connolly    

 Can We Talk About Race by Beverly Daniel Tatum 

 Sex, Gender and Society by Ann Oakley 

 Outsiders: Studies in Sociology by Howard Becker 

 The Village Against the World by Dan Hancox 

 Folk Devils and moral Panics: The Creation of the Mods and Rockers by Stanley Cohen 
 

Revision Websites 
 

 https://studywise.co.uk/a-level-revision/sociology/  

 http://www.sociology.org.uk/l_revision.htm 

 https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology 

 https://thesociologyguy.com/revision-notes/  

 https://revisesociology.com/tag/revision-notes/  

 Emily Froud – YouTube 

 Tutor2u - YouTube 
 
Podcasts  

 Masala Podcast 

 The Guilty Feminist  

 Good Ancestor  

 The Other Side 

 About Race 
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