
Spiritual Development at SMSJ  
 With Christ, every day, every task, every situation, every relationship brims with divine possibility. God is always at work 
in our lives. Spirituality is essential in helping us to understand this. Spiritual Development helps us to become fully alive, 
by showing ourselves, our relationships with others, our appreciation of beauty and the beyond, as a revelation of divine 
love.  
 

SELF 
For it was you who formed my inward being …   

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.   
Psalm 139:13-14  

 
As a Church School, we make spiritual care a priority. The SMSJ community is made up of students from all the major 
world faiths. Our time of Collective Worship aims to be inclusive and respectful to the backgrounds of all our students – 
whether they are of faith or not. Our expectation is that students will become familiar with the Christian story and use it 
to help grow their spiritual gifts. In doing so, students will become increasingly aware of themselves as a unique human 
being, capable of mature and balanced self-reflection.  

 
OTHERS  

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Matthew 22:39   
 
At SMSJ, our spiritual life is central to our way of being in community. Our daily Pause for Thought sessions during PAM 
time  are framed  with Christian prayers and readings led by our Hope Ambassadors.  We have placed a strong emphasis 
on students learning to still themselves and keep silence together as a year or PAM Group. SMSJ students are 
encouraged to develop their ability to empathise, and to show concern and compassion for the welfare of their fellow 
students. They are given the opportunity to exercise these gifts as School Ambassadors, through voluntary work with 
charitable partnerships, and performing acts of service to the community. The PSHCEE curriculum encourages students 
to reflect on how their values and principles affect their relationships with others.   

 
BEAUTY  

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. Genesis 1:31  
 
The curriculum and pastoral care offered at SMSJ is designed to help students appreciate the physical and creative world 
around them. We recognise the critical importance of beauty, and how it inspires and gives purpose to our teaching and 
learning. There are opportunities for students to respond emotionally and intellectually to experiences of wonder in the 
natural world and the results of human creativity, both inside and outside of the classroom. Students will explore beauty 
through their learning, in words, sounds, and movement, compelled by the wonder and complexity of creation. This 
developing interaction with beauty affects and enhances our students' perception of and relationship with the world 
around them.   

BEYOND   
Our inner nature is being renewed day by day ... because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; 

for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.   
2 Corinthians 16:18  

 
As an All-Through School, SMSJ's Christian ethos supports students from the beginning to the end of their school career. 
Collective Worship and acts of service provide students with the opportunity to explore experiences beyond the 
everyday, helping them to become aware of how their education informs and promotes their future. In focusing on the 
'Beyond', SMSJ students are encouraged to have a growing awareness of their place in the world and a sense that life 
has a process. Spiritual Development provides them with an opportunity to search for meaning, value, and purpose in 
their everyday lives, and to respect the place they hold in the school community and wider society.  
  
  
  


