
 
 
 
 

Welcome from the Principal 
 

Dear SMSJ School Community, 

On behalf of our staff at SMSJ, I am excited to welcome you to the 2018-19 academic year.  I feel both 

honoured and privileged to be your Principal and to work with our highly qualified and dedicated staff, 

our wonderful students, and all of the supportive parents and community members that make this a 

great school.  We are committed to keeping student achievement and individual growth our highest 

priorities.  Our values, Wisdom, Service and Hope are more than just words.  They define who we are 

and how we conduct ourselves.  We are committed to partnering with you, offering a well-rounded 

education, developing character, and providing engaging academic challenges for each SMSJ student.  

We have enjoyed a great start to the term, with a service attended by all staff at St Mary’s Church. The 

Homily, delivered by The Right Reverend Robert Wickham, Bishop of Edmonton and SMSJ parent, 

centred on the importance of family and the writing of our unique liturgy.  This theme was continued 

throughout our two training days and clearly reinforced our purpose in serving our children.  Our 

students, new and those returning, have also made a great start.  They have been impeccably turned 

out and as always, polite and engaging.  

It was a genuine pleasure to meet many of you last term and to be able to listen and act on the points 

raised.  It is clear that when parents are involved in their education, children do better on a wide range 

of measures.  To quote John Hattie; 

“the effect of parental engagement over a student’s career is equivalent to adding two or three years 

to that student’s education”. 

We recognise that we have many challenges ahead as we continue to grow and believe that our 

partnership will be an essential element to our success and so, I will be holding regular parent forums 

throughout this academic year.  This forum will provide a voice for parents on school matters and to 

inform our decision making.  Many of you have already offered your services in support of our school 

and these meetings will also provide an opportunity to coordinate this help.  The meetings will be held 

as follows; 

Secondary Phase Stamford Raffles Campus 8:50-10:00am 17th October 2018 
Primary Phase  Neale House Campus  8:50-10:00am     18th October 2018 

 
This is the first newsletter which we will issue each half term throughout 2018-19. Our newsletters will 
provide a flavour of our school, our activities and our ethos.  I warmly invite you to read how we foster 
the potential of our students. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Martin Serrão 
Principal 

 
 
 

 

SMSJ Newsletter 



  

Teaching & Learning  
 

Teachers at SMSJ take risks in their teaching in 
order to challenge student thinking and maintain 
engagement.  They understand the value of 
honest and evaluative reflection and use it to 
improve practice both individually and 
collectively with other teachers, so that students 
make excellent progress. 

Marika Farugia Vice Principal 

 
 
 
 
 

Primary Phase 
We have had a really positive start to the new 
school year at Neale House Campus and it is 
wonderful to see all of the children so happy and 
also being ready to learn and to take up new 
challenges.  
 
 The children and staff are already demonstrating 
their creativity and are fully embracing our theme 
for the class names this year of ‘Creativity takes 
Courage’.  Alongside this, our Christian value for 
this term is Wisdom and we will be learning all 
about having the courage to use our knowledge 
and the things we have learned to make wise 
decisions and choices. 
 
Our new Nursery and Reception children are 
settling really well into SMSJ routines and we look 
forward to Reception joining us for the whole day 
from next Monday (17th September). 
 
It has been fantastic to see the support of so many 
parents at our welcome meetings this week.  If you 
have been unable to attend, the presentations will 
shortly be available on our school website and your 
children will have brought home an information 
pack regarding the curriculum they will be covering. 

 
Paula Treadaway Assistant Principal 

Key Stage 5 
Our vibrant and exciting new Sixth Form area will be fully  
furnished and equipped this term in preparation for our  
launch.  
We are very pleased to say that we expect to have a full  
cohort of Y12 students studying a range of A Level courses 
In September 2019. 
Invitations to our opening will be forthcoming. 
 
                                                    Marika Farrugia Vice Principal 
 

Primary Phase - ClassDojo 
In the primary phase at SMSJ we are 
introducing ClassDojo as a communication tool 
and to further engage our parents/carers with 
their child’s learning.  It was trialled in several 
classes last year and was found to be incredibly 
successful.  Teachers will recognise not only 
pupils academic achievements but also how 
they demonstrate our core values of wisdom, 
service and hope.  Once you respond to the 
invitation letter the class teacher will connect 
with you.  If you wish to find out more come to 
the parent information session on Thursday 
20th September at 8:50 at Neale House 
Campus.   

Dawn Wildman Assistant Principal 

Primary Phase Curriculum Maps 
 

Curriculum maps for Primary children will be coming home to allow parents oversight on what is being taught 
throughout this half term.  
The marking policy has been updated to reflect our whole school ethos, and allow children to engage in their 
learning. This will be extended to the Secondary Phase over the Autumn Term. 
 

Luke Patterson Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behaviour & Welfare 
Commitment to Community Slips and Rewards 

 
"Welcome back to SMSJ and I hope you had a 
delightful summer with your families. With our 
renewed ethos of "Wisdom, Service and Hope," 
we reflected on how we reward and recognise 
students around the school. Students at SMSJ 
continually live the value of service within and 
outside our community throughout the day - they 
routinely assist each other in their learning, hold 
doors open for adults or help a teacher with their 
resources. In addition, so many of our students 
represent the school on a daily basis: Sports 
Fixtures, Performing Arts Events, running their 
own clubs or taking part in Student Voice to name 
a few. Therefore, when a student completes a 
deed or serves the community we will give them 
a 'Commitment to Community' signature in their 
planner. This enables us to reward our students 
who serve us so well and enable all students to 
begin that journey to reaching their potential. 
After 5 signatures, students will receive a bronze 
award badge with 15 for silver and 30 for gold. 
Due to the fantastic reception of this initiative we 
have also decided that 100 signatures will result 
in a platinum badge! 
 
Please see your child's planner to see their 
progress!" 
 

Laurence Fox Assistant Principal 
 

SEND Coordinator 
"My name is Nofer Fari and I am 
SMSJ’s new SENDCo. It is my 
responsibility to oversee our 
provision for students with Special 
Educational Needs or Disabilities and 
to ensure that staff are well-guided 
and supported to provide an inclusive 
education for all. 
 
I have had eight successful years in 
education and school leadership. I 
have always been driven to create an 
environment where young people are 
supported, cared for and 
empowered. I am passionate about 
education and am motivated by the 
development and successes of 
others.  
 
At SMSJ, we commit to ensure that all 
students are able to access the 
curriculum and the huge array of 
learning opportunities available to 
them, so as to achieve their full 
potential throughout their education 
journey. It has been a pleasure to join 
the team at SMSJ where staff share 
this passion to do all they can to 
ensure that every child succeeds." 
 

Nofer Fari Assistant Principal 
 

Community - OUR CORE VALUES 

 
We are continuing to strengthen our links with our local parishes and clergy and are very grateful to Revd 
Dr Julia Candy who is providing extra support while St Mary’s work to appoint a new priest. Eucharist 
services for students at Bennett House and Stamford Raffles will recommence over the coming weeks. This 
year we plan to support charities in our local community as well as those that work further afield.  
 
We are working with the student council to organise a Harvest collection for Homeless Action in Barnet. 
Please watch out for the details of items needed and thank you in advance for your generous support. We 
place our students at the centre of everything we do with concern for their intellectual, emotional and 
physical well-being as a world class school developing world class students. 

 

 Wisdom        Service        Hope 
  

Hannah Mason Assistant Principal 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Development at SMSJ 
 
At St Mary’s and St John’s we are committed to learning 
excellence.  
 
We will be ensuring staff have access to first class, 
continuing professional development at every stage of 
their career so that students’ have quality first teaching.                      
 

Rachel Caldbeck Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

Business Management 
 

It’s been a busy but exciting start to the new 
academic year!  We are pleased to welcome 
the following members of staff to our 
educational support team: Librarian; 
Examinations officer; Reprographics/ Display 
officer, who will, alongside our current 
administrative team, support us in delivering 
key services to our school community. 
 
Office hours: 7.45am – 4.45 pm at our Bennett 
House Campus and 8am – 4pm at both Neale 
House and Stamford Raffles.  Please call, email 
or visit us if you have any questions or 
concerns.    
 
Playground project – Neale House Campus: 
Thanks to the amazing fundraising efforts of 
the PTA and our parents, we are happy to 
confirm that works will commence on 
revamping our Infant playground with exciting 
new equipment and activities during the 
October half term.  The work is expected to be 
completed within 2/3 weeks.  Further details 
will be issued nearer the time.  Do pop into the 
office area at Neale House where drawings of 
what the project will look like are on display! 
 
Use the school facilities: If you run a group or 
a club etc., or know anyone who may be 
interested in hiring some of our amazing 
space, please contact me via the office. 
 
New minibus! SMSJ took delivery of its first 
minibus at the end of the summer holiday.  
This is a much awaited and amazing addition 
to our school resources, please keep a look 
out for it!                                                     

                                         Seb Giacone Business 
Manager 

 
 

 

New Technologies 

I am Calvin Robinson, Assistant Principal. One of my 
focuses this year is on improving the use of 
technology across the school for teaching & learning, 
and using technology to enable better channels of 
communication. 
 

We're currently working on a re-design of the school 
website which we'll be launching next half-term. The 
website will feature new community hubs for 
improved communication with the whole school 
community. We're working directly with parents to 
create pages for parents, students and staff, including 
a Year 11 Parents page for our GCSE cohort and a KS2 
Parents page for the primary phase. 
 

We are incredibly excited about these improvements 
and I look forward to sharing the new website with 
parents as soon as it goes live. In the meantime, 
please do keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter 
accounts for further information: @StMarysStJohns 
 

 
Calvin Robinson Assistant Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Outcomes – Above National and Local expectations!!!! 
 

Congratulations to last year's Year 6 SMSJ students who performed exceptionally well in the SATS 
examinations. These results are the best in the school's history under the reformed, more challenging Key 
Stage 2 curriculum, and are 20% above the national average in terms of those who achieved the expected 
standard in Reading, Writing and Maths. 
 
Many thanks to the Year 6 team who worked tirelessly with the students throughout the year and to all 
those members of staff who have contributed to this cohorts' learning journey. The results are truly 
testament to the achievement that is possible through successful partnership working between students, 
staff and parents/carers. 
 
We look forward to the official publication of our school's results by the DfE in December and I'm sure you'll 
agree that such achievement reflects our ambition to be the "school of choice" in the local area. 
 

Simon Payne Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

Simon Payne Assistant Principal 
 

Inclusion 
 
The government has made changes to the 
eligibility criteria for pupils receiving free 
school meals. If you are eligible, registering 
your child not only provides a free, healthy 
meal each lunchtime but also raises an 
additional £1320 for the school for each 
primary phase child, and £900 for each child 
in the secondary phase. This money can be 
used by the school in many different ways, 
such as providing additional support in 
lessons, purchasing resources like textbooks 
and classroom equipment or even to fund 
extra-curricular opportunities. If you are 
unsure whether you are eligible, please 
contact the school office via 
office@smsj.london  who will provide you 
with a short form to complete to check your 
eligibility. 
 

Sian Wright Assistant Principal 
 

Curriculum 
 
At SMSJ we are proud of our broad and balanced 
curriculum across the whole school. Our dynamic 
and engaging curriculum encourages students to 
develop both knowledge and skills so that they 
grow as both successful learners and responsible 
citizens.  
 
Performing Arts will continue to feature heavily 
throughout the year with discrete lessons, 
productions, class assemblies, extra-curricular 
opportunities and more. Through this we aim to 
support all learners to become confident, 
creative, committed and resilient individuals.  
 
Also, this academic year we have introduced a 
new subject, Oracy, for Year 7 and 8 students. In 
these lessons, students will focus on becoming 
persuasive speakers, critical listeners, analytical 
thinkers and engaged citizens.  
 
Initial feedback from the students has been very 
positive and we look forward to many future 
public speaking opportunities to demonstrate the 
impact of this initiative. 
 
 
 
 

Simon Payne Assistant Principal 
 

mailto:office@smsj.london


 

 
 
 
 

 

Other key dates: 
 

Primary Parent Consultation Evenings: 
Monday 15th October - 3.30 - 5.40pm 
Tuesday 16th October - 3.30 - 7.30pm 
Wednesday 17th October - 3.30 - 5.40pm 
Further information will be sent out regarding how to book appointments in due course.  
 

Saturday 29th September - Funday at Stamford Raffles Campus (This is our postponed summer fair). 
Please let Mrs Clifford know if you are able to help in any way with this event 12:30-3pm 
 

Friday 9th November - Discos at Neale House 
4.00 - 5.15pm = Reception to year 2 
5.30 - 6.45pm = Year 3 and 4 
 

EYFS Production dates (Nursery and Reception) 
Thursday 13th December - 2.00pm 
Friday 14th December - 9.15am 
 

KS1 Production dates (Year 1 and 2) 
Wednesday 19th December - 1.45pm 
Thursday 20th December - 1.45pm 
 

Year 3 and 4 Carol Concert and Christingle service - St John’s Church  
Monday 17th December - 5.00pm 
Please see your child’s home/school diary for information on class assemblies. 
 

Date Session Venue and Time 

20.9.18 
Pupil Voice and Behaviour at primary school.  Come and find out what your 
children have to say about SMSJ and how we promote positive behaviour. 

8.50am  
Neale House Campus 

27.9.18 
Reading (Aimed at Reception parents, but all welcome) - come and find out 
how we teach reading at SMSJ and how you can support your child further at 
home. 

8.50am 
Neale House Campus 

2.10.18 
Early Years and Tapestry (Nursery and reception) 
Come and find out how Tapestry is used as a communication and assessment 
tool. 

8.50am 
Neale House Campus 

11.10.18 
Maths strategies at primary school. 
Mrs Styman will take you through the main strategies that we use to teach your 
children and how you can support at home 

8.50am 
Neale House Campus 

17.10.18 
Year 2 School Journey - Lincolnsfield 
Come and find out more information regarding this residential trip.  

6.00pm  
Neale House Campus 

1.11.18 
Phonics (Nursery - Year 2) 
Miss Hicks will guide you through the phonics phases and give some practical 
advice for supporting your children at home. 

8.50am 
Neale House Campus 

Key Dates – Primary Phase 



 
 
 
 
 

 

“With God, all things are possible” 

Date Session Venue and Time 

18th Sep Year 7 Settling in evening 5:30pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

24th Sep 
Year 6 into 7 open evening 
School will close at 12:50 for years 
7,8,9,10,11 

5:30-7:30pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

25th Sep Late start for Years 7,8,9,10,11  
9:45am Stamford Raffles & Bennet House 
Campuses 

2nd Oct Open Morning Parent Tours Years 6 into 7 
9:00-10:50am Bennett House Campus 
10:00-12:30pm Bennett House Campus 

2nd Oct Year 11 Parent Information Evening 6:00-8:00pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

2nd Oct Open Morning Parent Tours Years 6 into 7 
9:00-10:50am Bennett House Campus 
10:00-12:30pm Bennett House Campus 

9th Oct Humanities Battlefields Trip Meeting 6:30-7:30pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

19th Oct Term 2 Ends Half Term (All Campuses will close at 12:50pm for staff training) 

20th -29th Oct Half term Holiday 

30th Oct Term 2 - School begins at all campuses 

12th Nov 6th Form Open Evening (TBC) 5:30:7:30 Stamford Raffles Campus 

12th Nov Y11 Mock Examinations Begin (ends 30th Nov) 

13th Nov Year 10 Parent Information Evening 4:45-7:45pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

14th-16th Nov Y9 Battlefields Trip Belgium 

3rd Dec Grease Production week Stamford Raffles Campus 

21st Dec Term 2 Ends (All Campuses will close at 12:50pm) 

24th Dec 6th Jan Christmas Holiday 

7th Jan Term 3 Staff Training Day 

8th Jan Term 3 Begins at all Campuses 

Key Dates –  Secondary Phase 


