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Message from the Principal 

Dear parent/carer, 

It is a pleasure to write to you at the end of my first year as Principal.  We began the year with a ‘Hope’ 
to strengthen our extended SMSJ family, to create a sense of rejuvenation which, would ensure that 
the all-through educational experience of our students is truly inspirational.  John Dewey, an American 
philosopher, psychologist and educational reformer stated that; 

“If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s we rob them of tomorrow”. 

Better preparing our students for their futures was the hope which anchored us.  It is not simply a 
‘wish’ but a certainty of the future.  Even though we could not see what we hoped for, we understood 
that our faith would ensure that we would realise the promise of the future we hoped to achieve. 

The remarkable pace of change and the dedication of our staff, students and parents have ensured that 
this year, although extremely testing, has been truly awe-inspiring.   Despite the many challenges, our 
primary students continue to achieve results which place us above many other schools.  Early Years 
children are developing their independence and resilience and results remain positive. 

Key Stage 1 outcomes have now improved after a two year decline and our Key Stage 2 students have 
again achieved outstanding SATS results.  Our very first GCSE cohort are also expected to achieve       
results which will be above National. 

Whilst academic success is welcome it was as I watched our Year 8 students present their ideas to raise 
money for a chosen charity at the Just Give event, that I was again shown how unique each of our       
students are.  Every speech was different, reflecting who they are and I was reminded again that with 
Christ, every day, every task, every situation, every relationship brims with divine possibility.  It is        
essential that we celebrate difference and embrace the unique ways in which our children learn.  

I remain resolute in  ensuring that our children are happy confident individuals who work to create 
themselves, to improve themselves, to grow according to the beat of their own drum knowing that 
God is  always at work in their lives.  

Finally, I wish you all a very safe and restful summer break and hope you and your families enjoy your 
time together. 

 
Yours sincerely, 



SMSJ Results Summary (Un-validated) 

KS2 Performance  

We are very pleased to see that our student outcomes 

continue to be above National and most are in line or 

above the Local Authorities.  Our KS1 results            

demonstrate an impressive improvement following a 

two year decline. 



Mr. Patel 

“I have been a DT teacher in London 

and in Hemel Hempstead for over 20 

years now and am really looking        

forward to joining the team and        

students at SMSJ and be a part of the 

exciting development of the DT dept 

and the school further.  

Welcome  
As we continue to expand, our school is truly happy that the following staff members have chosen to join our SMSJ 
family.  We  welcome the enthusiasm and determination that they will bring and I am confident our children will 
have a very positive all-through learning experience. 
 
Teaching staff joining Primary are:  Teaching staff joining Secondary are: 
Ms Amador  (5 Nightingale)   Mr Abaidoo (Chemistry)          Ms Sedgewick-Naylor  (History) 

Ms Bates  (4 Elgar)   Ms Condran (Science)          Mr Price (English) 

Ms McCintyre  (1 Nightingale)   Mr Cruise (Head of Maths)         Mr Welsford (Religious Studies) 

Mrs Aliu (5 Fonteyn)   Ms Gzrozou (Latin & Classics)         Mr Patel (D&T) 

Mr O’Reilly  (1 Anderson)   Ms Ozer (Psychology)          Mr Martin (Head of Science) 

Ms Sheehan  (5 Anderson)   Mr De Sousa (Drama)          Ms Laurence ( Science) 

Ms Marshall  (6 Elgar)   Ms Camacho (English)          Ms Huang (Manadrin) 

Mr Outerbridge (3 Anderson)   Ms Hogan (Geography)          Ms Savaria (English) 

Ms Hueging  (Hope)    Mr Curtis (Head of computer Science)       

Ms Wilcox  (PPA Cover)  

你好 Nihao 

“My name is Weija Huang, you can also call me Doris. I am a Mandarin teacher from  
China and I look forward to sharing my culture with you all”  

Ms. Pittaway 
“As a teacher of English for the last 21 years in 2 large secondary schools in London, I 
am looking forward to joining the vibrant English department at SMSJ.  Furthermore, I 
am  delighted to be joining SMSJ as Vice Principal for Student Welfare.  I have spent 19 
years of my career working with students as a pastoral leader and the well-being of 
children is at the heart of everything we do in education.  I look forward to working 
with you and your children to  support them on their educational journey at SMSJ.” 

Mr Cruise 
“I am a highly motivated individual who is results     oriented. I have had prior experience tutoring 
students up to the tertiary level.   My strong social skills make me an indispensable team player, who 
also possesses a driving desire for my students to excel. My lifelong mantra is  Success = sound     
preparation + consistency + making good decisions.” 

Ms. Sedgewick-Naylor 
 
“I am originally from Sheffield, and moved South to study 
History and Politics at Goldsmiths College. Since            
graduating, I have worked in research, teaching, and in 
child mental health  services, as well as spending some 
time working as a barista (not to be confused with          
barrister). I'm really looking forward to joining the SMSJ 
community” 

Mr. Price 
 
“ I am an English 
teacher from   
Plymouth, Devon, I 
love  Shakespeare,  
Steinbeck, Hardy 
and boxing” 

Mr. De Sousa 
 
“I was born in London and 
educated in London and            
Washington DC.  I have a 
BA in Art History from the             
University of Maryland 
and also a degree in 
Acting from The Drama 
Centre, London.  I have 
lived in London, New York 
and Chicago and have 
performed as an actor in 
the UK, USA and            
international tours.  I have 
also worked in various 
roles (Producer, Director,      
Production) in Theatre, 
Film and TV“. 

Ms. Camacho 
“I am an English teacher with interests in reading and travelling. As your teacher, I will strive to       
motivate and enthuse an interest in English that goes beyond your time at SMSJ”  

In addition, I would like to formally 
welcome new members of our    
Education Support Staff: 
Mrs Egbuche 

Ms Hampton 

Mrs Lobley 

Mrs Orosco 

Mrs Phillips 

Mrs Rohe, 

Mr Savana 

Mr Turner 

Messages from some of our new staff... 



SMSJ - Community  

This academic year SMSJ has been lucky to draw on the expertise and  commitment of many stakeholders in our 
community. The events highlighted below are just a few examples of the ways in which we have been living out our 
vision and values.  
 

Alongside our regular donations to the local food bank the entire school has been supporting Tearfund’s toilet         
twinning campaign. ‘Go Blue for the Loo’ alongside other fundraising events organised by our students means we 
have successfully raised over £1500  for toilet  twinning and in so doing have improved the lives of many              
communities across the world.  
 

As always we have had some fantastic opportunities to work with our local churches. At Neale House students have 
been involved in the ‘Worship Warriors’ project and have successfully  recorded a single and music video, both of 
which are now ready for release. The SMSJ Bennett House Choir has performed at St Paul’s Cathedral for the service 
marking the 21st anniversary of the Angola London Mozambique Association and students from across the            
secondary phase came together in St Mary’s church to watch performances of the first SMSJ passion play. We were 
also able to mark the end of our year 6’s primary journey at SMSJ with a service of celebration which was attended 
by parents and staff. 
 

In addition, this year students have had the chance to engage with communities and young people further afield. In 
the last few weeks of term students at Stamford Raffles have welcomed overseas visitors from Taiwan and China 
who have been experiencing life in a British school. These students have enriched the lives of SMSJ students by 
sharing with them an insight into a different country, culture and way of living.  

Ms Emma Gershon Head of Sixth Form 
I am delighted to introduce myself as the head of our new Sixth Form opening in September 
2019. Having been both a pastoral and curriculum head, I am thrilled at the opportunity to 
establish and develop this new phase of SMSJ. We are extremely excited about the broad 
curriculum we are offering and invite you to explore the Sixth Form section of our website. 
As parents and carers you will find useful links to support all    aspects of your child’s        
learning and development.   

As students, you will find subject handbooks with detailed information about each course.  
In addition, there is transition work to complete over the summer as well as reading lists 
and resources to extend your learning.  We are looking forward to meeting you all on both 
results day (the 22nd of August, 2019) and Enrolment day (the 5th September, 2019). 

Farewells  

It may be hard to say goodbye to the members of our SMSJ family who are leaving, but the ‘GOOD’ with it, is the 
promise of  something better.  All would like to extend their best wishes for the future to you, your children and the 
school.  
 

From Primary, we say goodbye to: 

Mr Andrews, Mrs Brothman, Ms Casey , Mr Franklin, Miss Hicks, Ms Jenkins, Mrs Satchwell, Mrs Styman,  
Miss Pitsillides, Ms Xenophontos and Ms D’ Cruz. 
 
From Secondary, we say goodbye to: 
Dr Hamidizadeh, Mr Job, Mr Pearce, Mrs Tanguay, Mr Ekolore, Ms Lavis and Mr James Greensmith. 



Early Years 

We have had a busy half term as the children have 
been getting ready for their next stage of learning.  
The children have enjoyed the Nite Owl Company 
visit, learning about different species of owl’s and 
how silently they swoop around our skies, and 
what food they eat. 

Our reception children were busy hosting a          
birthday party in honour of Goldilocks as they          
finished their learning about the Jolly Postman. 

Creativity is at the heart of all we do in the Early 
Years, and some children initiated making their 
very own “forky’s”.  The children have all grown in 
confidence, independence and resilience ,  
demonstrating that they are ready to make the  
transition to the next stage of their learning.  

Ms Corkill 

Neale House Commitment to Learning 

Over 60 students have demonstrated a positive attitude towards learning,   
showing respect, being excellent role models and being kind towards    
others.  They had afternoon tea and even got to have some pizza. 

Teaching & Learning 
We have also been busy welcoming a number of students from Asia, this 

academic year. Such partnership with schools from Taiwan as well as     

China provide our students with the opportunity to engage with young 

people from other parts of the world and learn about their culture, as well 

as what they share in common.   

 

The introduction of Mandarin is an exciting addition to our curriculum. Ms 

Huang joins us in September and students from across the school will have 

the opportunity of learning Mandarin as well  about Chinese culture.  
Ms Farrugia 

Thank you! 

To all parents and carers I 
am extremely grateful for 
your continued support 
through my time of            
leadership at Neale House. 

We have and will continue 
to drive improvements in 
the new academic year. 

I am looking forward to 
leading alongside our new 
leadership team as we     
welcome our new staff and 
embed the improvements. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Patterson 

SENDCo/Inclusion Lead 

I am the new SENDCO and Inclusion 
Lead within Primary.  Whilst I have only 
been here one term I have already   
enjoyed setting up an Autism base, 
sensory room, providing key training 
for our Learning Supports Assistants, 
meeting parents at our SEND coffee 
morning and most importantly, getting 
to know the lovely children, staff and 
parents.  In the next academic year I 
look forward to running workshops for 
parents, providing additional support 
for our key children and working       
closely with parents and external        
professionals. 

Mrs Livingston  

Ms Hall              Ms Castagno 

Our Safeguarding and Wellbeing Team 
 

We continue to be committed to ensure our children are safe and well 
looked after. 
If your child feels unsafe or is worried about something or someone , 
please let them know that we are the people who can help. 
Ms Hall is our Designated Safeguarding Lead and Ms Castagno is our 
School Counsellor. 



Inclusion Update—Ms Wright 

Its been a really bust term for our More Able students, with Year 10 trips to Oxford University happening in May and June, a team 
of Year 8 & 9 students taking part in a STEM robotics challenge and fantastic creative writing workshop and lunchtime talk from a 
visiting author.  We are very pleased to announce that  team, including two of our students, Amy and Ema won the Northwest  
London STEM challenge day and we wish them luck in the next stage of the competition which takes place next year.  This trip was 
incredibly popular and we look forward to welcoming some new faces for next year’s competition.  Many of the more Able         
students have also filled in a survey about what they thought of the challenge in their lessons this year, and their feedback has 
been passed on to the Teaching and Learning team to inform our staff INSET programme for the coming academic year.  If you are 
looking for some summer inspiration, I have  emailed some guidance produced by the National Association for Able Children in 
Education (NACE), containing ideas about ways to extend and challenge More Able students during the break and beyond. 
 
This term we also launched the Jack Petchey awards scheme, an inclusive scheme which enables us to reward students who show 
resilience, teamwork, or make positive contributions to their  communities within or outside of school.    Congratulations to Jane, 
Ben, Sadarad, Jennalina, Mahak and Ariana, who were our first winners; we really look forward to seeing the fantastic playground, 
PE, Drama and Science equipment that you are spending your Jack Petchey grants on.  Nominations will open again in the           
Autumn term. 
 
Thank you to all parents who have provided feedback about our Lexia literacy programme.  We have had 150 students enrol this 
academic year, and we have seen brilliant rates of progress for those who have committed the suggested 80 minutes per week or 
more.  Some students will continue with Lexia over the summer, to give them a real leap forward in time for September’s studies, 
and we will be adding new students to the programme next term. 
 
Thank you for all your support and encouragement of our students as another exciting academic year comes to a close.  After a 
busy five years, I will be taking a part time role from September to pursue some interests outside of school.  I will still be here 
three days a week, teaching Physics , so I look forward to working with many of you again.  Have a lovely and restful summer.  

Mr Payne 
 
We wish all of our Year 6 students the very best as they 
continue on their educational journey and hope they all 
enjoyed the end of term celebrations including the Service 
of Celebration, Production, Graduation and  Disco! 
 
Another highlight of this busy term was the First Give      
project that Year 8 students participated in.  It was         
wonderful to see so many students engaged in research 
about social issues, local charities and participating in     
social action to make a difference.   
 
The culmination of the project was the grand final where 
selected students presented to a panel of judges including 
the Principal, Governors and a Year 11 student.  All the 
finalists did incredibly well, using the presentation skills 
developed in Oracy, to perform to a large audience but 
particular  congratulations to the winning team who won 
£1000 for Herts Young Homeless (Charity number 
1069498) 

Seb GIacone - Business Manager 

This school year has seen a number of exciting projects, some of 

which are ongoing or taking place during the summer break,      

ensuring that we continue to make improvements in all areas of 

the school, including Teaching and Learning, Security  and school 

buildings.  These are just a few of the 2018/2019 projects, many of 

which have only been made possible  because of parent/carer     

commitment to supporting the Governors Maintenance Fund and 

PTA events.   Thank you to all of you who have contributed and 

who continue to do so. 

Neale House , Boys toilets refurbished 

Neale House,  Early Years Playground 

Neale House, Interactive TV Panels installed /to be installed at      

Bennett House in the summer break 

Neale House, Phased roof replacement (to take place over the 

summer break) 

Neale House, Security Fencing 

Neale House, CCTV installation 

Stamford Raffles, Sixth Form facilities installation 

Stamford Raffles, Outdoor catering facility. 

Aysha Naziri—PTA Chair 

I am please to announce that over the course of the school year, the PTA has raised £4930.49.  A meeting will be held on our        

return in September to establish how the money should be spent. Thank you to all the students, parents and staff that have shown 

the PTA continued support, without your commitment none of the fantastic events could have happened.  I wish everyone a          

wonderful summer break and I look forward to all the exciting events planned for the next school year. 



Follow us @SMSJ_London 



Date Event Time Venue 

22nd Aug GCSE Results day 9:00am to 12:00pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

2nd Sep Staff Inset Day, School closed for students All day Stamford Raffles Campus 

3rd Sep 
 

Students return to school  
EY, KS1, KS2, Y7, Y9 08:40am 

Y8, Y10, Y11 09:30am 
All sites 

3rd & 4th Sep Early Years one to one parent meetings 08:40am to 3:20pm Neale House Campus 

10th Sep Year 1 Parents welcome morning 08:45am to 09:45am Neale House Campus 

5th Sep Year 12 students start back at school 08:40am Stamford Raffles 

11th Sep Year 2 Parent welcome morning 08:45am to 09:45am Neale House Campus 

11th Sep Year 12 Welcome Evening 6:00pm to 8:00pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

12th Sep  Year 3 Parent welcome morning  08:45am to 09:45am Neale House Campus 

12th Sep Year 5 Parent Welcome Morning  08:45am to 09:45am Bennett House Campus 

13th Sep Year 4 Parent welcome morning 08:45am to 09:45am Neale House Campus 

13th Sep Year 6 Parent welcome morning 08:45am to 09:45am Bennett House Campus 

30th Sep SMSJ Open Evening  6:00pm to 8:30pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

2nd Oct Year 7 Settling in Evening 4:30pm to 6:30pm Bennett House Campus 

8th, 9th 10th Oct Year 6 into Year 7  Tours 9:15am to 11:15am Bennett House Campus 

9th Oct Year 12 Parent Consultation 3:45pm to 7:00pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

16th Oct Year 11 Parent Consultation 3:45pm to 7:00pm Stamford Raffles Campus 

21st to 25th Oct Half term  All sites 

28th Oct Staff inset day   

29th Oct Students return to school Usual school timings All sites 

Important Dates 


