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Aims of the Foundation Stage 

At St Mary’s and St John’s we recognise that young children learn actively through movement, their senses, play 

and spoken language. In order to help each child acquire the necessary skills to develop socially, emotionally, 

personally, linguistically, mathematically, creatively and physically, the curriculum for children in the Nursery 

and Reception classes (the Early Years Foundation Stage) offers and incorporates a broad range of practical 

experiences and learning opportunities in an environment which is positive, safe and secure. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. In our 

school Nursery, children attend part time after a staggered intake. In the Reception classes children attend part 

time for a very short time. We recognise that for some children the transition into a new environment with 

many unfamiliar places, faces and routines may be a cause for some anxiety. Therefore children who attend our 

school Nursery will visit the main school on a regular basis and a transition programme will be sent up in the 

summer term. EYFS staff will help to settle children in slowly so that the children learn to trust the adults around 

them and to understand and follow routines with minimum stress. This may include separate playtimes to the 

rest of the school, not coming to assemblies straightaway, part-time schooling for those who are very young or 

who are not yet ready to withstand the rigour of a full or part time day. We will discuss any concerns with 

parents.  

Children in Reception must be in full time schooling the term after their 5th birthday. 
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Planning the Curriculum 

The EYFS is based upon four principles: 

A Unique Child 

Positive Relationships 

Enabling Environments 

Learning and Development 

 

A Unique Child 

At SMSJ School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident 

and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes 

and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement, as 

well as celebration/ sharing assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to 

learning. 

 

Inclusion 

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate against children because of 

‘differences’. All children at SMSJ School are treated fairly regardless of race, religion or abilities. All children 

and their families are valued and we promote mutual respect. 

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve 

this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who 

are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of 

different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

Staff may feel that a pupil will not cope with transitions and full time learning, thus a bespoke timetable may 

be established to suit the needs of the individual. 

 

Positive Relationships 

At SMSJ School we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure relationships. 

We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families. 

 

 



 

Neale House Campus, Prothero Gardens, Hendon, NW4 3SL 
Bennett House Campus, Sunningfields Road, Hendon, NW4 4QR 
Stamford Raffles Campus, Downage, Hendon, NW4 1AB 

 

 

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution 

they make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children.  

We recognise that the children’s first educators are their parents or carers and we are committed to 

strengthening the relationship between home and school. Parents and EYFS staff work together to support 

the children’s learning in a number of ways. Parents have opportunities to meet with their child’s teacher 

before the children start school and this is backed up by regular, daily contact with parents once the children 

start school.  

 At our school the class teacher acts as the ‘Key Person’ to all children, supported by the EYFS team. 

 Parents and carers are invited to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts 
school; 

 We contact Nursery settings if identified, and may visit these settings to support the children’s 
transition into a new environment and class. Equally, if possible, the Nursery settings may visit 
SMSJ, where possible. 

 We hold 1:1 meetings with parents during Autumn term to discuss transition and their child’s 
learning at home and school;  
 

 We offer parents regular formal and informal opportunities to talk about their child’s development; 
Appointments can be made directly to the class teacher by email.  

 

 Throughout all of the EYFS phase at SMSJ we use Tapestry where parents can respond to 
observations from school staff and contribute their own observations of learning at home, building 
a broad and balanced overview of the child’s progress and development.  

 We have a Spring parent consultation to discuss individual children’s progress and their 
Commitment to Learning (CtL); 

 We provide parents with an annual written report detailing their child’s progress. 
 

 

Enabling Environments 

At SMSJ School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s 

development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests, development and learning, 

before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s learning. 

 

Observation, Assessment and Planning 

Planning is based on each child’s ongoing formative assessment. We also have long, medium and short term 

plans to ensure coverage is equitable but these do change according to the needs of individuals and the 

class.  

Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves all adults working with the child. 

These observations, which form the basis of children’s individual Child Portfolios, are matched to the  
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Development Matters document which in turn informs each child’s EYFS Profile. Children in Reception should 

be working within 40-60 months Developmental Matters however this varies according to their prior learning 

experiences, age and stage of development. At the end of the Reception year, each child will be assesses 

against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs), each one linked to one of the seven areas of learning highlighted 

in the EYFS curriculum. 

 

The teachers will record each child’s level of development against the 17 ELGs as emerging, expected or 

exceeding. The profile is then completed with a brief commentary of the child’s skills in relation to the three 

key characteristics of learning (playing and exploring, active learning, creating and thinking critically). 

We provide a written summary of these judgements for parents 

We use Tapestry to have instant communication with our parents so they are informed of the learning in the 

classroom. These learning observations are linked to the Characteristics of Effective Learning and the 

curriculum (staff will assess against developmental bands and may record whether they are showing 

evidence of emerging, developing and secure). 

 

The Learning Environment 

The EYFS classroom is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas 

where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. The classroom is set up in learning areas, where children 

are able to find and located equipment and resources independently. There is an internal shared area for 

our Reception children, where the learning environment is set up to ‘mirror’ learning from class based 

learning intentions and foci. The EYFS classes have their own enclosed outdoor area.  

Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when 

indoors. It offers the children to explore use their senses and be physically active and exuberant. We plan 

activities and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop in all 7 areas of 

learning. 

 

Learning and Development 

At SMSJ School we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. We 

value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are inter connected. 

Through our teaching and learning we ensure that children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-

being and achievement. Our practitioners understand how children develop and learn, and consider this 

when they plan teaching opportunities. 

We offer children first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions and 

extend and develop play. Our carefully planned curriculum helps children work towards the Early Learning 

Goals throughout EYFS.  
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At SMSJ enable children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and develop their 

intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities. Children are encouraged to communicate and talk about 

their learning, and to develop independence and self- management. Learning is supported by appropriate 

and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and equipment. We identify progress and future learning 

needs of children through observations, which are shared with parents. 

Areas of Learning 

There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early years 

settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three areas are 

particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity 

to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

 

These three areas, the prime areas, are: 

Communication and Language 

Physical development 

Personal Social and Emotional development 

 

There are four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific 

areas are: 

Literacy (reading and writing) 

Mathematics 

Understanding the world 

Expressive arts and design. 

 

Characteristics of learning: 

Underpinning all of these learning areas are the following Characteristics of Effective learning which we also 

closely monitor and observe. 

 

Playing and exploring – Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. 

We believe that through play children achieve their highest learning potential. Play with peers is important 

for the children’s development and an essential for developing their all-important social skills. Through play 

our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make sense of the world. They  
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practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They 

have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate 

with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in 

controlled and safe situations. 

Active learning – Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Active learning involves other 

people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for sustained periods. Active learning 

occurs when children are motivated and interested. We give children a degree of independence and control 

over their learning. As they develop their confidence they learn to make decisions and this provides children 

with a sense of satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning. 

Creating and thinking critically - When children have opportunities to play and engage with ideas in different 

situations and with a variety of resources, they discover connections and develop a better understandings 

and ways of doing things. The adults around the setting will support this process in order to enhance the 

children’s ability to think critically and ask questions.  

 
We give children opportunities to be creative across all areas of learning. Adults support children’s thinking 

and help them to make connections by showing interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking 

open questions. Children access resources freely and may choose to move them around the classroom to 

extend their learning. In class we encourage the children to ‘come back’ to their creations such as models, 

buildings and when problem solving to allow them time to consolidate and find ways of finding solutions. 

 

Safeguarding and welfare requirements  

Keeping your child safe is a priority at SMSJ 

 · All staff have annual training in respect to Safeguarding and reading KCSIE. 

 · All EYFS staff are aware of and abide by the statutory EYFS guidance.  

· The safety and suitability of the premises, environment and equipment is monitored by the Site Supervising 

Officer. 
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