
Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to our new Newsletter. 
Every month we will keep you up-
to-date with what’s happening 
across SMSJ in Bennett House & 
Stamford Raffles. Those in

Neale House will receive this newsletter as well as our 
Primary School Newsletter.

SMSJ is a wonderful community and we are lucky 
to have an active group of parents and carers in our 
school. This newsletter will be our opportunity to 
communicate with you all the things we are up to 
across our school community.

Best wishes for the half term ahead,
Mr Serrão

Our first set of GCSE students achieved some fantastic results. In the core subjects of 
English, Maths and Science our 2019 cohort achieved nearly 2 grades higher on average 
than they had been predicted to (based on KS2 & KS3) – an impressive result from pupils 
and staff.

18th OCTOBER 2019

UPCOMING DATES

21ST

 -25TH

October 
Half term

28TH October
Inset Day

29TH 

October
Students return to School

5TH 

November
EYFS Open Morning 
09:30-11:00 Neale House

SMSJ COMMUNITY INITIATIVE Parents have signed up for this initiative to help 
keep our children safe on their way to and from school. The initiative involves 
parents and carers wearing an SMSJ High Visibility jacket when walking to 
and from school, providing a visual presence to support our students. The 
jackets have been ordered and will be issued to parents and carers after half 
term. If you would like to help with this initiative, please contact Seb Giacone, 
School Business Manager, sgiacone.302@smsj.london

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE CCTV installation will be will be completed after half 
term, adding additional safeguarding to our Neale House and Bennett House Campuses

BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS After our successful launch, we are extending 
this provision to include hot meals. More information will follow….

YEAR 6 INTO YEAR 7 OPEN EVENING

We were extremely happy to welcome over 700 
potential new joiners at our open evening event. Over 
180 prospective parents visited Bennett House Campus 
to see our school in action. With only 90 places on offer, 
we are becoming very oversubscribed.

6TH FORM OPEN EVENING TUESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER We are looking forward to 
another opportunity to showcase our wonderful school.

SMSJ REPRESENTING OUR COMMUNITY On Tuesday 29th October our Hope Committee 
ambassadors and our 6th Form Multi-Faith Youth Forum ambassadors are representing 
SMSJ at a Holocaust memorial event in Barnet. 

RECEPTION PLACES FOR 2020 - If your child’s date of birth is between 1/9/15 and 31/8/16, 
you may now apply for a place in Reception for September 2020. You need to apply 
online through the borough at www.eadmissions.org.uk
Please call the school on 0208 202 0026 or contact us at www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk, to 
make an appointment for one of our open sessions, to see the Early Years setting and 
the wider school. OPEN SESSIONS: 5th November am, 7th November pm, 15th November 
am, 10th December pm

MAGGOT MOON @ UNICORN THEATRE
YEAR 8

Year 8 really enjoyed their trip to the Unicorn theatre in 
London to see the brilliant new show based upon the 
modern classic novel “Maggot Moon” by Sally Gardner.

OVERSEAS STUDENTS 
ENJOY SMSJ HOSPITALITY
This half term we have welcomed visitors from both 
China and Spain. Students enjoyed learning about a 
different culture and many picked up new language 
skills. We are developing links with schools in Asia in 
the hope of taking a group of SMSJ students overseas 
in the near future.

MARK HADDON & THE 
CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE 
DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME 
PLAY VISIT SMSJ 

YEAR 9, DRAMA GCSE STUDENTS

The National Theatre’s schools tour of The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time launched at SMSJ 
with Mark Haddon there in person to see the show.
Follow this link in the  Broadway World review to find 
out more.

HOUSE PGL TRIP
YEAR 5, YEAR 6, YEAR 7, YEAR 8, YEAR 9, YEAR 10

We do request that all students in Year 5 to Year 
10 attend the PGL Trips. They are a wonderful 
opportunity to help our school community grow and 
we appreciate parental support for this initiative.
Click here to read the latest PGL trip letter

		
	

                   
	

	

 

Interfaith Bulb Planting Ceremony 
and the unveiling of a plaque to commemorate our  

interfaith trees planted in March 2018  

 Snowdrop bulbs provided by Barnet Holocaust Memorial Day Project 
 
 
 

Tuesday	29th	October	2019	at	11.00		
followed	by	refreshments	in	the	Quad 

 

Front of Middlesex University, The Burroughs NW4 4BT 

 
This	interfaith	event	(slightly	ahead	of	National	Inter	Faith	week)		

celebrates	the	establishment	and	growth	of	our	interfaith	relationships	in	
Barnet	and	our	commitment	to	a	peaceful	and	inclusive	community	

	
PLEASE REGISTER 

https://bmff-interfaith-bulb-planting.eventbrite.com 

	

			 	
	

HARRY POTTER BOOK CLUB
YEAR 7, YEAR 8 
Miss Camacho is running a Harry Potter Book club. 
This term we will be reading Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone by J.K. Rowling. We hope to 
organise a trip to the Warner Bros Studios - The 
Making of Harry Potter in the summer term.

Tuesday 15:30-16:30 
Location M9 at Bennett House

Click here to view the club letter

FILM SKOOL
YEAR 7 – YEAR 12
For the second year in a row SMSJ is working with 
Film Skool, an organisation offering extra-curricular 
programmes to develop skills in all processes of film-
making from inception of plot to acting and cutting, 
prior to show-casing the finished films at the Curzon 
Mayfair.

The course runs from 18th November 2019 and 
workshops will be every Monday after school for five 
weeks during term time. 

Click to view club newsletter here

DEBATE CLUB
YEAR 7, YEAR 8 

What is the purpose of life? Does God exist? How do I 
know what is real? Can we ever truly know anything?

Mr Papasavva is restarting the SMSJ Middle School  
Debate Club. Students in Year 7 or Year 8 who are  
interested should let their PAM know.?? ?

This term has seen the launch of our Wisdom, Service and Hope Ambassadors with 
156 students across Bennett House and Stamford Raffles. Their first task was to ‘tour’ 
prospective parents on open-evening, and they had an excellent impact on our visitors 
who found them extremely kind, courteous and informative.

Below are the job descriptions of each group and their current areas of discussion; 
furthermore if you want to support with the ambassadors then please email 
agiacopazzi2.302@smsj.london

HOPE COMMITTEE
The Hope Committee will organise activities and run initiatives linked to student 
wellbeing, citizenship and worship.
They will discuss school charity work, provide feedback on collective worship and 
organise student wellbeing events.
Our Hope students will be advocates for student wellbeing and anti-bullying.

Current agenda items:  Year 8 Peer Mentoring, Year 5 & 6 Reading Buddies and appointing 
student ‘Restorative Justice’ leads.

WISDOM COMMITTEE
The Wisdom Committee will advise, support and guide teaching and learning at 
SMSJ.
They will feedback ideas about teaching and learning in a considerate and constructive 
fashion.

Current agenda items: Teaching & Learning, Home Learning review and ‘Franklin 
Scholars’ for Years 5 and 8.

SERVICE COMMITTEE 
The Service Committee will complete duties as a Prefect.
They will contribute to whole-school Strategy.
Current agenda items: Prefect duties, Remembrance Events, Interhouse Celebration.

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

We’ve been listening closely to parents’/
carers’ ideas and concerns in our 
Parent Forums and as a result we’re 
delighted to be launching ParentVoice, 
a dedicated email address to ensure 
we reach an excellent standard in all 
our communications with parents and 
carers. 

We are constantly striving to get it right 
and if you have any feedback please do 
pass it on to parentvoice@smsj.london

The PTA are excited 
to announce that 
the SMSJ Christmas 

Fayre will be taking place on Friday 
6th December 2019 at Neale House. 
It will be a wonderful afternoon full of 
festivities. If any parents/carers would 
be interested in helping please send a 
message to: PTA@smsj.london 

We also have movie nights planned for 
years 1-6, dates and more information 
will be sent out in due course.

I wish you all a wonderful half term.
 
Aysha Naziri , PTA Chair

UKMT MATHS CHALLENGE
In the JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE 2019 
we got an amazing array of medals: 10 
GOLD, 18 SILVER & 29 BRONZE. We are 
aiming to do even better in 2020.

JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE QUESTION 
(YEAR 7 & YEAR 8)
Sam has eaten three-quarters of the 
grapes. What is the ratio of the number 
of grapes that remain to the number 
Sam has eaten?

A   1 : 3   B 1 : 4   C 1 : 5   D 1 : 6   E 1 : 7

Check your answer at Mr Guri’s Maths 
club for YEAR 7 & YEAR 8 on Thursday 
12.45 to 1pm

Click above to watch The Year 9’s 
discussing the benefits of the UKMT 
Maths challenge.

MATHS DEPARTMENT VIDEO

CLICK TO VIEW
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