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Aims

• To inform you about the SATs and their purpose as part of your child’s 
education 

• To equip you with a firm understanding of SAT scores 

• To familiarise you with SATs papers and questions 

• To introduce you and familiarise you with writing moderation for year 6 

• To support you in how best you can help your child 

• To answer any questions you may have



SATs are standardised assessment tests administered by primary schools in 
England to children in Year 2 (end of Key Stage 1) and Year 6 (end of Key Stage 2) to 

check their educational progress. They are one marker used by the government, 
and hence parents, of the quality of the education at a school.

Children are assessed in English reading, English grammar, punctuation, spelling 
and Maths using standardised assessment tests (SATS).

They will also be assessed in Writing during the summer term, by their teachers.

No other subjects are included in SATs. 
Teachers include an end of year Science judgement in their final assessment.

All other foundation subjects are assessed in-house, using our bespoke school 
criteria.

What are SATs?



SATs are predominantly used as a way for both parents and teachers to 
learn more about their child’s academic strengths and weaknesses. They 
give teachers the chance to see how children are doing in comparison to 
their peers not only within the same school, but also nationally.

SATs are a useful tool to see how well a child has progressed from KS1 to 
KS2, and they also give secondary schools a base to compare against when 
the time comes for your child to leave Year 6 and start the next phase of 
their education.

Headteachers, Local Authorities and the Department for Education also uses 
SATs data to identify which primary schools are excelling, and which may be 
struggling.

Purpose



In 2022, the KS2 SATs will take place

between Monday 9th May 2022 – Thursday 12th May 2022.

KS2 Reading SATs

• One paper with questions that are based on 3 passages of text. Students get 1 hour to 
answer the questions on the paper.

KS2 English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling SATs

• The written element of the spelling, punctuation and grammar SATs consists of a grammar 
and punctuation paper which lasts for 45 minutes.

• There is also a 20-word aural spelling test which lasts around 15 minutes.

KS2 Maths SATs

• Paper 1 is the arithmetic paper which will last for 30 minutes. It will contain fixed response 
questions where children have to give the correct answers to calculations.

• Papers 2 and 3 will involve a wider range of question types including multiple choice, true 
or false and reasoning based. Both papers will last 40 minutes each.
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Results go out with individual pupil reports in mid-July.

By this date, papers will have been marked by external examiners, the raw 
marks converted into a scaled score and made available to parents. This will 

show what result the children have achieved along with both versions of their 
test score.

For their KS2 SATs in 2022, students will be able to reach a top scaled score of 
120, and the lowest scaled score they could possibly get is 80. A scaled score 

of 100 or more means that they have met the expected standard, and a score 
of 99 or below means that they have not met the expected standard.

Outcomes



Raw score
Scaled
score

0 - 2 No scaled score

3 80

4 80

5 80

6 82

7 83

8 84

9 85

10 86

11 87

12 88

13 89

14 89

15 90

16 91

17 92

18 92

19 93

20 94

21 95

22 95

23 96

24 97

25 97

26 98

27 99

28 100

29 100

30 101

31 102

32 102

Raw score
Scaled
score



SPaG: This refers to the spelling, punctuation and grammar tests that form part of the English SATs. You may 
also see this referenced as GPS (Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling)

National curriculum tests: The official name for the SATs

National standard: This is the level that children are expected to reach in their SATs, which is set at 100 for both 
KS1 and KS2.

Expected level/standard: A score of 100 means that your child is working at the expected standard.

Raw score: This is the number of marks your child can get on the tests. (Eg. 34/40)

Scaled Score: This is a formulaic score that is converted to allow SATs results to be compared year on year.

The DfE: This stands for the Department of Education, and this is the part of government that is tasked with all 
things education, including distribution and monitoring of SATs.

This year, due to the contexts of these being the first SATs since 2019, the DfE have confirmed that there will no 
publication of school results of league tables.

Terminology explained



SATS Scores

The KS2 outcomes codes that you may see are:

AS: This means that your child has achieved the expected standard.

NS: This means that your child has not achieved the expected standard.

A: This means that your child was absent from one or more of the test papers.

B: This means that your child is working below the level assessed by the KS2 
SATs.

M: This means that your child missed the test.

T: This means that your child is working at the level of the tests, but is unable to 
access them (this could be due to all or part of a test not being suitable for a 
child with particular special educational needs).



Teacher Assessment

GDS: Your child is working at greater depth within the expected standard. This is for writing 
assessments only.

EXS: Your child is working at the expected standard.

WTS: Your child is working towards the expected standard.

HNM: Your child has not met the expected standard. This is used for reading and maths assessments 
only.

PKG: This stands for pre-key stage, growing development of the expected standard. This means that 
your child is working at a level lower than expected.

PKF: This stands for pre-key stage, foundations for the expected standard. This means that your child 
is working at a level that is significantly lower than the expected.

BLW: Your child is working below the pre-key stage standards.



Writing

There is no 'test' for writing. Nothing is judged on a stand-alone piece.

The students' final writing assessment is based on their independent written work 
over the course of the year (generally terms two and three) in their English 
lessons.

All work in their English book can be used to make this final judgement.

25% of schools in Barnet are selected each year for writing moderation, where an 
external professional from the local authority comes into the school to check the 
evidence in books corresponds to teacher judgements.





Working Towards



Expected Standard



Greater Depth



Working at the 
expected 
standard 
example: A 
diary



Working at 
the expected 
standard: A 
letter



Working at 
the expected 
standard: 
A narrative 
flashback



Working at the expected standard: 
A promotional leaflet



Further examples of Year 6 writing types

•Narrative writing

•Newspaper reports

• Information texts

• Instructional guides

• Speeches

•Monologues

• Team talks

•Discussion texts

• Alternative endings



Ways to support your child
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is 

nothing to worry about when it comes to SATs and that they 
should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance and 
punctuality at school.

• Support your child with weekly homework tasks.

• Talk about their learning across the curriculum - reading and 
writing are not only limited to English lessons! Encourage them 
to research and find out more about their interests and share 
this with you.

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast 
every morning!



Reading at home
Reading underpins everything!

• First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.
• Encourage your child to read aloud to you, but also to read independently and to then tell 

you what they've read about – this is great for comprehension practice.

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to 
your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!
• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their 

feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your 
child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the Internet or an app 
on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything 
from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV 
guides.

• Visit your local library - it’s free!



Writing at home
• SPaG.com homework platform to support grammar skills for writing

• Practice and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or friends, 
shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

• If you have access, allow your child to use a computer for word processing, 
which will allow for editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing 
out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing 
features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



Maths at home
• Mathletics & Times Table Rockstars homework platforms

• Play times tables games and mental Maths games including counting in 
different amounts, forwards and backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or 
calculating change when shopping. For a challenge, look at percentage savings 
in special deals!

• Incorporate fractions and division into sharing of food (pizza is great for this!)

• Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card 
games, draughts or chess.



Workbooks to support

• These titles from CGP and Collins are available in many bookshops, WH Smiths 
or can be ordered online via Amazon. They use questions which replicate those 
in the SATs tests.



Any questions?
If you think of any questions you would like to ask after this session, or indeed at any 
point in the lead up to the SATs, please get in touch.

Mr Dalziel – Deputy Head of Primary
i.dalziel@smsj.london

Ms Bruner – Assistant Head for UKS2 & 6 Service teacher
c.bruner@smsj.london

Miss Sheehan – 6 Wisdom teacher
i.sheehan@smsj.london

Mr Furcovici – 6 Hope teacher
p.furcovici@smsj.london
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