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Reading Observing Speaking and 
Listening

Writing

Analysing
progress

Analysing
progress

End of Unit  
Assessment

Who was the most important Caliph?
What were the roles of the Prophets?

To what extent did Ibrahim trust Divine 
Command Theory?

What, if anything, can be said about God?
What is ‘The Day of Judgement?’

Why are angels important in Islam?
Freewill and predestination; can I really choose?

Which is more beneficial, Du’a or Salah?
What is wudu?

Can wudu be done without water?
What is the significance of black and white string to 

sawm?
When is Lesser Jihad acceptable?

How can I maintain a Greater Jihad?

Why is the Creed so important in 
Christianity?

What is The Trinity?
What does the Bible say about Creation?

What is the significance of the incarnation?

How does the crucifixion and resurrection save 
humanity?

What are the Christian beliefs about the afterlife?
What is heaven and hell?

How are Christians judged?
How does the idea of stewardship link with creation?

End of Unit  
Assessment

End of Unit  
Assessment

Analysing
progress

Component 3: Islam – Beliefs and Teachings

Component 3: Islam – Practices

Component 2: Christianity – Beliefs and Teachings

If I am good because I want to go to heaven, send me to hell. If I am good because I fear hell, send me there anyway. - Imam Ali's prayer
For God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have ever lasting life. John 3:16



You will be assessed using 4 ‘types’ of questions: a, b, c, and d, which correspond 

to:

a) What is [2 marks]

b) Describe [5 marks]

c) Explain [8 marks]

d) Discuss [15 marks] +6 marks for SPaG in certain questions

For each of these questions, you will normally spend a maximum of 1 minute per 

mark.  

a) questions: 2 marks

These are based on a definition with an example. For example, 'what is meant by evolution?' was a 2 mark question

in a previous year's paper. An answer that got 2/2 is: 'Evolution is the gradual development of species. For example,

homoerectus to homosapian'.
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B Questions

These are based on describing. For example,

'describe the crucifixion of Jesus.' Students are

not expected to explain in their answer, they are

expected to give short sharp facts. Nothing

needs to be in depth. The exam board is looking

for regurgitation of knowledge from the

textbook. Follow the given structure: First, ___.

Second, ___. Third, ___. Also, ___. Finally, ___.

By using the above structure and putting correct

knowledge in each blank space, you will reach the

‘range of appropriate religious/specialist language

and terms’ and ‘sources of wisdom and authority

extensively, accurately and appropriately

b) questions: 5 marks
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For component 1, these are based on two

different religions or, for components 2 and 3

two religious traditions. Students do not need to

compare and contrast religions. For C questions,

students need to describe and explain, they need

to focus on each religion and show differences in

denominations. For example, 'Some Christians,

for example catholics, believe....’ rather than

‘Christians believe...'. It is recommended that

students use a quote from the Bible/religious

leader and a quote from the Qu'ran/religious

leader. They should explain the significance of

each belief.

Aim to have 4 short paragraphs, each starting with:

some x believe y. This is because ___. Including

the phrase: This is significant because ___.

c) questions: 8 marks
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d) questions: 15 marks

For d) questions, detailed explanations of Christian beliefs,

Islamic beliefs and (for Components 1, topic: Issues Life and

Death only) Humanist beliefs need to be given. The

evaluation can be contained within the conclusion. The

arguments do not need to be balanced but there must be

more than one side of the argument. For example,

students can provide three arguments on one side and one

argument on the other. As long as they show a discussion

taking place, they will be credited for that skill.

SPaG marks are awarded for selected D questions. (+6

marks)
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Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

‘Whoever does an evil deed will not be recompensed except by the like

thereof; but whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is

a believer – those will enter Paradise, being given provision therein without

account.’ Qur'an 40:40

‘God’s Apostle said, “Surely! Everyone of you is a guardian and is

responsible for his charges: The Imam [ruler] of the people is a guardian and

is responsible for his subjects; a man is the guardian of his family [household]

and is responsible for his subjects; a woman is the guardian of her husband’s

home and of his children and is responsible for them; and the slave of a man

is a guardian of his master’s property and is responsible for it. Surely,

everyone of you is a guardian and responsible for his charges.”’ The Hadith

Key concepts:

The Caliphs

Immediately after the death of Prophet Muhammad, there was dissention in

the Islamic community; the decision of who should lead the Muslims was the

topic of contention. This saw the first schism in Islam, with the Shia’a (the

party of Ali) on the one side and the Sunni (the party of Abu Bakkar) on the

other. After some skirmishes, known as the Ridda wars, the Sunni group

became dominant. But this is not all; the first 4 caliphs: Abu Backer, Uma,

Uthman and Ali were instrumental in shaping Islam as we know it today, from

the formation of the Qu’ran to the location of different Muslim denominations.

To understand why certain things are the way they are today in Islam, we

must understand the role each Caliph had to play in this narrative.

The Nature of Allah

What exactly can we say about Allah (Arabic for: ‘the God’). Tawhid is a

fundamental principle in Islam. Allah is one. But, there are also 99 names to

describe Allah. To understand the nature of Allah, we must explore the 99

names.

Prophets

Islam believes in a long line of prophets, the Seal of the Prophets being

Muhammad. Each prophet has his own story and brought his own revelation.

Angels

Angels (in Arabic: malaika), are very important in Islam. From recording your

deeds, controlling the weather, holding prominent roles in Islamic

eschatology, and to doing the will of Allah, there are countless mentions of

the roles angels play in the human story.

Day of Judgement

It is believed in Islam that everyone will be judged. The Day of Judgement is

a key theme in understanding Islamic views on justice.

Islam - Beliefs and Teachings

Keyword:

Tawhid - strict monotheism

Prophet - a messenger sent by God to reveal something about God

Mosque - place of gathering for Muslim worshipers

Shariah - Arabic word for ‘straight path’

Ummah - Arabic word for ‘brotherhood’

Shahada - Arabic word for ‘creed’

Caliph - Arabic word for ‘steward’

Malaika - Arabic word for ‘angels’

Qu’ran - Arabic word for ‘recitation’

Example questions:

a) What is tawhid? (2)

b) Describe a mosque (5).

c) Explain the role of angels in Islam. (8)

d) ‘Prophets are the most important thing in Islam.’  Discuss. (15)
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Key concepts:

5 Pillars of Islam

The 5 Pillars of Islam is the fundamental bedrock of the religion. Shahada, Salah,

Zakat, Swam and Hajj form this basis. Each has its own range of interpretation

within Islam, but Islam is generally united in the importance of these 5 pillars.

Shahada

There are a number of creeds (in Arabic: Shahada) used in Islam. The most prolific

is: ‘there is no God but God and Muhammad is His messenger’, which is the Sunni

formulation. In Shi’a Islam, however, Muhammad’s son-in-law Ali is also held in

very high regard. Shi’a normally add his name into the Shahadah: ‘There is no god

but God, and Muhammad is the prophet of God, and Ali is the friend of God’.

Festivals in Islam

There are two main festivals in Islam: Id-ul-Adha and Id-ul-Fitr, but there are also

other important days to be remembered. Including: Mawlid an-Nabi: the birth of the

prophet, Laylat-ul-Qadr: the Night of Power, Laylat-ul-Miraj: the night journey,

Laylat-ul-Bara’at: the night of forgiveness, and Muharram. And finally, there is

Ashura, which is better understood as a commemoration rather than a

celebration. One which is markedly different in Shi'a Islam.

10 Obligatory Acts

The Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam are known as Furu ad-Din. They are: Salah,

Sawm, Hajj, zakah, Khums, Jihad, Amr-bil-Maroof, Nahil Anril Munkar, Tawalia and

Tabarra. Similar to the 5 Pillars of Islam, but with an added focus; the ayatollah, in

Sha’a Islam, plays a fundamental role in the interpretation of the Qu’ran and

formation of religious laws and fatwas.

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

‘So exalt [God] with praise of your Lord and be of those who

prostrate [to Him]. And worship your Lord until there comes to you a

certainty [i.e. death].’ Qur’an 15:98–99

‘Salah is the pillar of the Islamic religion and whoever abandons it,

demolishes the very pillar of religion.’ The Hadith

‘If one of you sleeps and misses a prayer, or forgets it, let him offer

the prayer when he remembers.’ The Hadith

‘The one who looks after and works for a widow and for a poor

person is like a warrior fighting for God’s cause.’ The Hadith

Islam - Practices

Example questions:
a) What does halal mean? (2)

b) Describe salah. (5)

c) Explain the significance to Muslims of Laylat-ul-Qadr. (8)

d) ‘Zakat is the most important Islamic practice’.  Discuss. (15)

Keywords:

Salah - prayer (specifically: structured prayer/worship)

Du’a - prayer (specifically: petitionary prayer/asking)

Halal - Arabic word for ‘allowed’

Haram - Arabic word for ‘forbidden’

Makrooh - Arabic word for ‘inadvisable’

Sawm - Arabic word for ‘fasting’

Jihad - Arabic word for ‘exert’

Hajj - Arabic word for ‘pilgrimage’

Zakat - Arabic word for ‘charity’
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Example questions:

a) What do Christians mean when they say God is omnipotent? (2)

b) Describe the crucifixion. (5)

c) Explain the significance of Jesus’ crucifixion. (8)

d) ‘The Eucharist is the most important sacrament’.  Discuss. (15)

Christianity - Beliefs and Teachings

Keywords:

Omnipotent - all powerful. For example, God can create a square

triangle

Omnibenevolent - all loving. For example, God loves the world so

much that he sacrificed his son to save us from our sins

Trinity - the triune God. That is: The Father, The Son and The Holy

Spirit

Incarnation - the second person of the Holy Trinity becoming man. I.e.

Jesus Christ.

Atonement - the act of making amends for our sins. For example, the

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for our salvation.

Resurrection - the act of coming back from the dead. For example,

Jesus Christ rose on the 3rd day as it is written in the scriptures.

Sources of Wisdom and Authority:

‘For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my

mother’s womb .... Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days

ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to

be.’ Psalm 139:13,16

‘In the beginning of God’s creating the heavens and the earth when

the earth was astonishingly empty ... God said: “Let there be light”

and there was light.’ Genesis 1

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17

Key concepts:

The Problem of Evil
For religious believers, the presence of evil and suffering in the world creates a number of

problems. God is believed to be omnibenevolent (all loving) omnipotent (all powerful) and

omniscient (all knowing). Because of this, evil should not really exist. But it does. There

are, therefore, a number of possibilities: God is not powerful enough to stop evil. God

does not know that evil is happening. Or, God does not love us enough to want to stop the

evil. None of these are very satisfactory conclusions. As a result, religions have a number

of teachings which help to explain how it is possible for there to be both evil in the world

and a benevolent, all-knowing and all-powerful God.

The Doctrine of the Trinity
To understand Christianity you need to look at Christian beliefs about the nature of God,

including God as the Trinity. Christians believe in the ‘oneness’ of God. However, they

often speak of the Trinity. This is the belief that God is one but is made up of three

persons: the Father, The Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit (or Paraclete).

Creation
Most religious believers say that there is a divine mind behind all life. The Bible tells us

that God knows all people before their birth and has a plan and a purpose for all living

beings.

The Incarnation, Crucifixion and Resurrection
The most important beliefs about Jesus include his incarnation, his crucifixion and death,

his resurrection and his ascension to heaven.The incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection

is the founding premise of Christianity, which enable salvation and atonement.

Heaven and Hell
Christian understandings of heaven/hell vary between literal and metaphorical

understandings. Whichever is held, hell is seen as an ultimate punishment, and heaven

as an ultimate reward for the righteous.

The Final Resurrection.
Christians believe in resurrection and eternal life; death is not the end, but a gateway to a

perfect existence. Some Christians say that heaven is our true home and our lives here

on earth are the testing ground for life in eternity.

R
e

ligio
u

s Stu
d

ie
s Year 9

 K
n

o
w

led
ge O

rgan
iser



Model Answer - d question
‘Zakat is the most important Islamic practice’. Discuss. (15)

Some Muslims agree that zakat is the most important Islamic practice because in the Qu’ran, Allah said: those who give charity will be richly 

rewarded. This shows that if a Muslim wants to be rewarded in Jannah, they must give zakat. However, this might not be a good argument 

because Imam Ali said we should not do good deeds so to go to heaven but because they are good in and of themselves. Furthermore, other 

Muslims might contend that salah is the most important practice, as this gives a sense of belonging to the ummah. This is a better argument 

because the ummah is a key concept in Islamic practice. However, it could also be seen as a weak argument because giving zakat also 

helps create bonds between the person giving and person/s receiving the charity.

Other Muslims might disagree that giving zakat is the most important Islamic practice. This is because sawm shows a continuous 

commitment to Allah, while zakat can be done once a year via online banking; the first, during Ramadan for example, takes a long time and 

renewed continuous effort. Whereas the latter can be done without the same level of reaffirming commitment. This is a good argument as 

Muslims believe those who are committed to Allah will receive rewards in heaven. However, this could also be seen as a weak argument 

because if someone was unable to fast the Hadith says that a Muslim can pay fidyah to make up the lost fast day; this shows that fasting is 

seen as equal to charity as you can give charity to substitute fasting.

Also, some Muslims might say that going on hajj is more important than zakat because it gives a lasting memory of a great deed you did for 

Allah. However, this is not a good argument because hajj is not a compulsory pillar, while zakat is; all Muslims are instructed to give 2.5% to 

charity while they are asked ‘if they can’ they should go on hajj.

In conclusion, Muhammad said merciful words can be acts of charity. This is something that is very important to do, because Allah loves 

those who show mercy; one of Allah’s 99 names is the most merciful: al rahim. Therefore, charity should be part of everything we 

do. However, this does not mean that it is the most important practice. I believe salah and zakat are of equal importance because they are 

both compulsory pillars. I believe zakat is more important than hajj because hajj is not compulsory, but giving zakah is.

… structure

… keywords
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