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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many 
beliefs and rituals that move persons”

Judaism

Bible - The Big Story

Sikhism

What is a covenant?
Why are covenants important to the Jewish 

people?
How do covenants influence the lives of Jewish 

people today?

Who was Guru Nanak and what did he teach?
Why is the Khalsa important?

How do Sikhs live out their beliefs in 
contemporary society?

Why is the Bible such an important source of authority for Christians?
What do Christians believe about: creation, sin, incarnation, sacrifice 

and the kingdom of God?
How do these beliefs influence the lives of Christians today?
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Analysing progress

What do people believe about God?
What are the beliefs of the major world religions?

What is truth?
Can all religions be true?

Should I follow a moral code?
Do we need rules?

Having a faith; what difference does it make to living?
What do religious communities teach us about how we should live?

Analysing progress

Analysing progress

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

How Should We Live?



Was Jesus God on Earth? End of Unit  Assessment

What was so Radical About Jesus?Hinduism

What is the Problem of Evil? 
What is a theodicy? 

Can good come from evil? 
Can we design a ‘perfect world’?

What is Love?
What is Friendship?

Why should we care about the Environment?

Year
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Was Jesus a rebel?
Why did Jesus spend time with sinners?

Were Jesus’ teachings a threat to authority?

Who was the Buddha? 
What were the ‘Four Sights’?
What are the ‘Three Poisons’?

What is the ‘Noble Eightfold Path?
How do Buddhists meditate?

Analysing progress

Analysing progress

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

Buddhism
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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many beliefs and 
rituals that move persons”

End of Unit  
Assessment

Analysing progress

What do people believe
about Jesus?

What is the incarnation?

End of Unit  
Assessment

Is it Good that there is Evil?



Component 2: Christianity - Beliefs and Teachings
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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of 
soulless conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many 
beliefs and rituals that move persons”

Component 3: Islam - Beliefs and Teachings

What, if anything, can be said about God?
What is ‘The Day of Judgement?’

Why are angels important in Islam?
Freewill and predestination; can I really choose?

Who was the most important Caliph?
What were the roles of the Prophets?

To what extent did Ibrahim trust Divine Command Theory?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

End of unit  
Assessment

Component 3: Islam - Beliefs and TeachingsEnd of unit  
Assessment

Analysing 
progress

Which is more beneficial, Du’a or Salah?
What is wudu?

Can wudu be done without water?
What is the significance of black and white string to sawm?

When is Lesser Jihad acceptable?
How can I maintain a Greater Jihad?

Analysing 
progress

How does the crucifixion and resurrection save humanity?
What are the Christian beliefs about the afterlife?

What is heaven and hell?
How are Christians judged?

How does the idea of stewardship link with creation?

Why is the Creed so important in Christianity?
What is the Doctrine of the Trinity?

What does the Bible say about Creation?
What is the significance of the incarnation?

Analysing 
progress

End of unit  
Assessment



Component 2: Christianity - Practices

Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the 
Modern World - Life and Death

Year
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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many beliefs 
and rituals that move persons”

What are the sacraments?
How do Christians practice their faith?

How does someone ‘become’ a Christian?
Atonement - what does it really mean?

How do Christians evangelise

What do Christians ‘do’?
What sources of authority can I use to understand Christian practices?

How important is the Eucharist to Christian life?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

End of unit  
Assessment

Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World - RelationshipsEnd of unit  
Assessment

Analysing 
progress

What is ‘a family’?
How do people manage their Relationships? 

Where can people go to find guidance on their relationships?
Are there gender roles in religious worship?

What are our responsibilities?

Analysing 
progress

How can I live in an environmentally sustainable manner?
Why should religious people care for the environment?

End of unit  
Assessment

How Should We Live?

What is ‘the sanctity of life?
What is ‘the quality of life?

How do people describe creation?
What are the beginning of life and end of life practices?



Issues of Good and Evil

Revision and GCSE Preparation
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Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless 
conditions

“Religious Studies provides the opportunity to understand, with depth and nuance, the many beliefs 
and rituals that move persons”

What do Christians and Muslims believe about the death penalty?
What are Christian and Muslim teachings about forgiveness?

What are the origins of evil?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

Mock Examination

Issues of Human Rights

Analysing 
progress

Why do Christians and Muslims believe in the dignity of human life?
How do Christians and Muslims promote human rights? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of censorship? 
What do Christians and Muslims teach about prejudice and discrimination?

What do Christians and Muslims believe about wealth and how it should be used?

Sources of wisdom and authority
Beliefs, Teachings and Practices

GCSE Examination
Written Exam


