
SMSJ Curriculum Overview – Primary Phase –Reception 2019 -2020 
Please remember that these are starting points and provide just a simple outline of some of the activities we will cover across the year. 
We endeavour to allow the children to lead the learning wherever possible and seek to creatively enhance learning opportunities,  
whilst working towards the  Early Learning Goals. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic Creation and Harvest Celebrations & Festivals The World 

Space/People who 
help us 

Differences and 
Similarities 

Our World Poetry and Fairy tales 
Transition  

Personal Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 

Being me in the world 
Settling in. 
Making new friendships 
and relationships. 
Sharing. 
Risk taking. 

Celebrating difference 
Managing feelings  - 
empathy. 
Social skills. 
Relationships and feelings. 
Risk taking. 
Respect. 
Continue to develop 
independence and 
confidence in classroom 
routines. 

Goals and dreams 
Motivation. 
Self-awareness  and self 
expression. 
Developing negotiation 
skills. 
Risk taking. 
 

Healthy me 
Self-awareness. 
Managing feelings. 
Empathy. 
Risk taking. 
Our role in the 
community. 
Empathy and 
kindness. 
 

My relationships 
Self-awareness. 
Managing feelings. 
Empathy. 
Being reflective – 
looking back on what 
we have learnt. 
Risk taking.  
 
 

The changing me 
Motivation. 
Social skills. 
Managing feelings. 
Being reflective – 
looking back on what 
we have learnt . 
Risk taking. 
Transition preparation. 

Communication 
and Language 

Confidence to express 
their emotions,needs and 
feelings. 
Learn to listen to others 
when conversation 
interests them.  
Listen and talk about 
stories. 
Follow directions and 
respond to simple 
instructions.  
Rhymes and rhymings 
songs 

Focus attention on activities 
for sustained period of time 
Small group reading, 
predicting what might 
happen next 
To build up vocabulary 
based on their experiences. 
Begin to use and respond to 
‘how’ and 
‘why’ questions. 

Two channelled 
attention – can listen 
and do. 
To retell stories/events 
in order. 
To turn take in 
conversation. 
Talk about ideas,  
explain what is 
happening and guess 
what might 
happen next. 

Listen in a range of 
situations. 
Extend vocabulary. 
To follow more 
complex instructions 
Consolidate talk about 
ideas, explain what is 
happening and guess 
what might happen 
next. 
 

Listen to stories 
anticipating key 
events. 
Sitting with full 
concentration and 
focus for sustained 
periods of time. 

Listen and respond 
appropriately. 
Use past and present 
forms in the correct 
context. 
To display oracy skills in 
the classroom and 
around the wider school 
community. 

Physical 
Development 

Self care – un/dress 
themselves. 
Developing pencil grip 
and control. 
Cutting skills. 
Spatial awareness. 
PE/Sports Coach. 

Beginning to form letters 
correctly and hold a pencil 
correctly 
Use scissors and other 
equipment correctly. 
Fine motor skills activities. 
PE/Sports Coach. 

Travel with confidence 
in, under over 
equipment. 
Understand the need to 
put equipment away 
correctly and safely.  
PE/Sports Coach. 

Negotiate space 
successfully 
Shows some 
understanding of good 
sleep, hygiene and 
diet supporting a 
healthy body 

Moving confidently 
and safely in a range 
of ways 
Manage their own 
personal care 
independently  
PE/Sports Coach 

Show good control in 
large and small 
movements. 
Use a pencil to form 
letters correctly. 
Understanding of the 
importance of exercise. 



Healthy eating and living Healthy eating and living. 
 

Healthy eating and 
living. 

PE/Sports Coach 
Healthy eating and 
living 

Healthy eating and 
living 

How to look after 
ourselves. 
PE/Sports Coach 

Literacy  
  

Supertato/Oliver’s 
Vegetables 
 
Recognise and copy own 
name.Write own name 
without aid  
Giving opinion about 
characters in books and 
books preferred 
Learn to continue a 
rhyming string orally. 
Oracy -  Nursery rhymes 
and songs. 
Talk for writing - 
sequencing pictures 
linked to focus texts. 
Story maps. 
Phase 2 phonics. 

The Gruffalo’s Child/Emily 
Brown and Father Christmas 
Talk for writing 
 
Guided/independent 
reading - commenting on 
their favourite books and 
characters. 
Write own name without 
aid. 
Story maps and labelling. 
Phase 2 Phonics. 

Man on the Moon/ 
The Sea Book 
( non-fiction) 

 
Write own name 
without aid. 
Know the difference 
between fiction and 
non-fiction. 
Talk for writing. 
Write short 
sentences/simple 
recounts. 
Guided/independent 
reading. 
Phase 3 Phonics. 
School library. 

 There is no dragon in 
this story/ 
Yucky worms 
 
Talk for writing 
Write short 
sentences/story 
maps/writing 
labels/speech bubbles 
Guided/independent 
reading . 
Phase 3/4 Phonic. 
School library. 

 One day on our Blue 
planet/ 
There’s a Rang Tang in 
my bedroom 
(non-fiction) 
 
Write own stories 
using spacing and full 
stops. 
Guided/ 
independent reading  
Reading with fluency. 
Phase 4 Phonics. 
School library. 

 Mixed up Fairy Tales 
and poetry 
 
Writing own sentences 
and stories with simple 
punctuation. 
Making their own books 
Poetry - Revolting 
Rhymes/Colour poems - 
oracy 
Guided/independent 
reading  
Reading with fluency 
Phase 4/5 Phonics 
School library 

Maths 
 

Number recognition, 
ordering and counting up 
to 20. 
2d shape.s 

1 more and 1 less than a 
given number up to 20. 
3d shapes. 
Solving problems including 
doubling, halving and 
sharing. 

Simple addition & 
subtraction up to 20. 
Length. 
Height. 
Capacity. 
Collecting data - class 
and peer preferences. 

Addition & subtraction 
using numbers to 
10/20 and beyond. 
Position. 
Money. 

Doubling and halving. 
Capacity. 
Weight. 
Collecting data - class 
and peer preferences 
and analysing. 

Using numbers to 20 
and beyond for 
calculations 
Money. 
Time. 
Problem solving. 

Understanding 
the World 

Their families and their 
experiences.  
The world they live in - 
changes they observe 
Using simple 
programmable toys and 
the interactive 
whiteboard. 
Cooking. 

Special events and times for 
them and their families- 
how do they celebrate 
What changes the winter 
weather brings to the 
environment, such as snow, 
ice, frost and the effects this 
has on humans and animals.  
Baking. 

Commenting and asking 
questions about the 
world they live in. 
Solar system and 
planets. 
Using floor 
robots/Coding. 
Esafety. 
Using the mouse on a 
computer. 

Talking about how 
things work and why 
things happen. 
The roles and jobs of 
people in their 
community. 
Using simple 
computer 
programmes. 
 

Talking and 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
minibeasts. 
Learning about the life 
cycle of a caterpillar/  
Using simple 
computer 
programmes/using a 
search engine/using a 
keyboard. 

Talk about changes and 
the reasons why. 
Using simple computer 
programmes/using a 
search engine/using a 
keyboard. 



Cooking. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Drama. 
Role play - homes and 
cafe 
Singing.  
Musical instruments. 
Self portraits. 
Art linked to Jackson 
Pollock 
Build up a repertoire of 
nursery rhymes, songs 
and dances. 

Making cards linked to 
festivals and celebrations. 
Make decorations. 
Role play - Christmas and 
shops. 
Performance. 
Experiment using  different 
materials.  
Christmas carols. 
 
 

Drama. 
Role play  - Space. 
Singing.  
Musical instruments. 
Construct with a 
purpose in mind.  
Creating 3d 
rockets/models of 
planets. 
 

Drama. 
Role play  - 
shop/market. 
Singing.  
Musical instruments. 
Introduce a storyline 
into their play.  
Art linked to Van Gogh 
and Kandinsky. 
 

Drama. 
Role play - 
vets/surgery.  
Singing.  
Musical 
instruments:rhythm 
and tempo. 
Exploring materials 
and their properties. 
 

Self portraits. 
Reflecting on their own 
work and that of others. 
Represent own ideas 
through art, drama, 
singing, instruments.  

Assessment Baseline Ongoing teacher assessment EYFS profile 
completed 

Christian 
Values 

Wisdom Service Hope 

R.E. Who made this wonderful 
world? 
Harvest. 
School prayers. 
 

Remembrance day. 
Christmas. 
Diwali. 

What is so special about Easter? 
Why do Christians believe Jesus is special? 
Special People – The Good Samaritan 
Chinese New Year. 
Lent/Easter. 

Who cares for this special world? 
How did Jesus rescue people? 
The Lord’s Prayer. 

 Bible Stories and ongoing exploration of other faiths 

 


