
 

 

Activity One  
 
Read the introduction to Thomas Weinandy on page 46 of the Textbook.   
Access and read the following Article by Weinandy on the question of God’s passibility (ability to suffer).  
  
Questions:  

1. Summarise Weinandy’s account of the origins of ‘Suffering God’ Theology.   
2. What are the ‘Four Fundamental Characteristics’ of God?   
3. What is the major critique of Process/Suffering God theologians against the classical doctrine of 

an impassible God?   
4.  How does Weinandy understand the immanence of God, and how is the divine presence 

communicated to human beings? (pp. 6-10 of the article) 
 
 
Activity Two  
  
Read Part 4 of Elie Weisel’s Holocaust memoir ‘Night’ (pdf accessed by clicking here)  
  
Questions: 

1. What does Eliezer (the protagonist) see that is a breaking point for his faith?  
2. Research the terms ‘Holocaust Theology’ and ‘Death of God Theology’. Explain in your own words 
how these terms relate to the arguments put forward by Moltmann in ‘The Suffering of God’ (first 
anthology text)   
3. “No statement, theological or otherwise, should be made that would not be credible in the 
presence of burning children”   

(Victor Greenberg, Auschwitz survivor)  
  

Belief in God and the existence of suffering are key themes in each of the three A level papers, and you 
may have to answer Section C questions on them. Create a resource which draws together all of your 
learning on these themes from both papers with room for further additions.   
 
Activity Three  
  
Read pp, 58-61 of the textbook as a basic introduction to the questions of the Scientific challenges to 
religious belief.   
  
Click here to listen and take notes on the Lecture ‘Darwin, Evolution and God: The Present Debates’ 
[Delivered by Alister McGrath] It is also possible to access a pdf copy of the lecture on the website.   
  
Questions: 
  

1. According to McGrath, what challenges does Darwin’s theory of evolution present to a 
traditional interpretation of the Bible?   
2. How does Saint Augustine interpret the ‘natural meaning’ of the Genesis account of creation?   

  
 
Activity Four  
 
(Click here to learn about the founder of modern genetics, Gregor Mendel)  
 
“For these reasons the Teaching Authority of the Church does not forbid that, in conformity with the 
present state of human sciences and sacred theology, research and discussions, on the part of men 
experienced in both fields, take place with regard to the doctrine of evolution, in as far as it inquires into 

A Level Transition Work – RS (Christianity) 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.firstthings.com/article/2001/11/does-god-suffer&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1623656859734000&usg=AOvVaw2UH_2tnlbhAau1RBiryvbe
https://app.luminpdf.com/viewer/5f117de3e65043001aab3ff1
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/darwin-evolution-and-god-the-present-debates


 

 

experienced in both fields, take place with regard to the doctrine of evolution, in as far as it inquires into 
the origin of the human body as coming from pre-existent and living matter - for the Catholic faith 
obliges us to hold that souls are immediately created by God. However, this must be done in such a way 
that the reasons for both opinions, that is, those favorable and those unfavorable to evolution, be 
weighed and judged with the necessary seriousness, moderation and measure, and provided that all are 
prepared to submit to the judgment of the Church, to whom Christ has given the mission of interpreting 
authentically the Sacred Scriptures and of defending the dogmas of faith. Some however, rashly 
transgress this liberty of discussion, when they act as if the origin of the human body from pre-existing 
and living matter were already completely certain and proved by the facts which have been discovered 
up to now and by reasoning on those facts, and as if there were nothing in the sources of divine 
revelation which demands the greatest moderation and caution in this question.”  
 
[Paragraph 36 of the 1950 Papal Encyclical Humani Generis, concerning false opinions threatening to 
undermine Catholic teachings]   
 
Questions:  

1. Summarise this extract of catholic teaching on scientific exploration in your own words.   
2. What does this extract communicate about the origins of the soul in relation to the body 

according to catholic teaching?   
 
Activities Five and Six (Two weeks to complete)  
 
Read the four texts of the ‘Religion and Ethics’ anthology. For each text, create lists of specialist 
vocabulary. If you are unsure of any definitions, research them, and then re-read the text, and note 
down in your own words summaries of each paragraph.   
 
Also: We didn’t cover Gender Roles and Identity (pp. 92-96) so you should read through the textbook 
and create notes. We will discuss this important topic in more detail in the new academic year.   
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