
Religious Studies Curriculum Overview 

 
 

Our Vision 

Religious Studies at St Mary’s and St John’s Church of England School 

 

Religious Studies at SMSJ aims to develop a trichotomy of RS Pedagogical Aims; Social Harmony: promoting British 

Values.  Moral Development: conducive to local and national citizenship; and, Critical Realism: an academic approach 

to religious and other texts, and understanding of religious beliefs/practices, an appreciation of logical discourse, and 

an acknowledgement of the validity of faith elements within the aforementioned.  As such, we draw upon a wide range 

of activities in our classroom practice; inspired by Edgar Dale’s active learning model, so to experience religious 

discourse and engage critically within such spheres; inspired, too, by Benjamin Bloom’s taxonomy of learning 

objectives, so to scaffold tasks and bring both inclusivity and academic rigour to our pupils.  All the while maintaining 

our core values: wisdom, service and hope, which make us a distinctive Christian School within the Church of England 

tradition, and foster a love of learning. 

 

Wisdom: 

By being exposed to the major 6 religious traditions of the world, through the curriculum, eons of human experiences 

and practices are studied and great philosophical traditions are given room to permeate into young minds.  It is the 

hope that the Religious Studies Department at SMSJ will act as a catalyst to inspire the next generation with the 

wisdom of our common humanity.  We see Critical Realism as a key role in this within the Department. 

 

Service: 

Wisdom, without service, is cold and humanless; it is precisely in human interactions where wisdom is lived and given 

room to grow.  The Religious Studies Department aims to give pupils the tools required to understand the value of 

service, both to the self and to the local and wider community.  Thereby promoting a Moral Development conducive to 

British Values. 

 

Hope: 

The Religious Studies Department is a department of hope; hope in our pupils’ futures and in the development of 

spiritual, social, moral and cultural understanding, and appreciation of cultural capital - which empower.  We believe 

religious and non-religious views are studied with the aim of developing a Social Harmony understanding among our 

pupils.  One where common values of religious tolerance, democracy, the rule of law and individual liberty can be 

understood within religious and non religious traditions. 

 

 

What knowledge and skills will be taught? 

 

Year 7 RS Curriculum: 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Introduction to 

RS 

Judaism The Bible - The Big Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sikhism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Should We 

Live? 



Year 8 RS Curriculum: 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Was Jesus 

God on 

Earth? 

 

 

 

 

What was 

so Radical 

About 

Jesus? 

 

 

  

Big Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

Hinduism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Is it Good That 

There is Evil? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddhism 

 

 

Year 9 Eduqas GCSE: 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Componen

t 3: Islam - 

Beliefs and 

Teachings  

  

  

Component 

3:Islam - Beliefs 

and Teachings  

Component 3: Islam - 

Practices  

Component 3: Islam - 

Practices  

Component 

2: 

Christianity 

- Beliefs 

and 

Teachings  

Component 

2: 

Christianity - 

Beliefs and 

Teachings  

 

 

Year 10: Eduqas GCSE 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



Component 2: 

Christianity - 

Practices 

Component 2: 

Christianity - 

Practices 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World - 

Relationships 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World - 

Relationships 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Life and Death 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Life and Death 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11: Eduqas GCSE 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Good and Evil 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Good and Evil 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Human Rights 

Component 1: 

Religious, 

Philosophical 

and Ethical 

Studies in the 

Modern World -

Human Rights 

Revision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12  

 



Autumn 1 & 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 &2 

Problem of evil and 

suffering. 

 

 

 

Religious Language 

 

_____ 

 

Religious Beliefs, Values and 

Teachings 

 

 

Sources of Wisdom and 

Authority 

Works of Scholars 

 

 

 

Philosophical Issues and Questions 

 

______ 

 

Practices that Shape and Express 

Religious Identity 

 

Social and Historical Developments 

The Nature and Influences of 

Religious experience 

 

 

Influences of Developments in 

Religious Belief 

 

____ 

 

Works of Scholars 

 

 

Religion and Society 

 

 

 

Year 13 

 

Autumn 1 & 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 &2 

Significant Concepts in 

Issues or Debates in Religion 

and Ethics 

 

A Study of: 1) Utilitarianism, 

2) Situation Ethics and 3) 

Natural Moral Laws 

 

Application of Ethical 

Theories to Issues of 1) War 

and Peace and 2) Sexual 

Ethics 

 

Ethical Language: 1) Meta-

ethics, 2) Religion and 

Morality 

 

 

Deontology, Virtue Ethics and The 

Works of WD Ross, T Nagel, P Foot, 

A MacIntyre 

 

Medical Ethics: Beginning and End 

of Life Issues 

 

 

Revision 1 

 

Revision 2 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we assess? 

 



Students will be assessed throughout every lesson by their teacher to ensure they are making good progress. Formal 

summative assessments occur three times throughout the academic year and these assess students’ knowledge and 

skills. They require students to recall learning in order that they are practicing the independent revision skills necessary 

for success at GCSE and A Level. 

The key areas students are assessed on are: 

Literacy - How students write and talk about religious beliefs and practices. 

Facts and Explanation - How students use knowledge of beliefs and practices to develop an argument. 

Diversity - Students’ ability to explain the diversity of belief and practice within and between religious and analyse 

reasons for this diversity. 

Sources of Wisdom - Students’ ability to analyse sources of wisdom and authority and explain different interpretations 

of these sources. 

Evaluation - Students’ ability to evaluate the significance of different beliefs and evaluate the impact of belief on a 

person’s lifestyle and views. 

Personal Response - Students’ ability to explain a detailed response to questions of value, belief, meaning and truth.  

 

Super Curricular 2020/2021: 

 

London Wide Essay Writing Competition, with Dr Stephen Law (500-800 words; targeted at all years) 

December 2020 

Repeating the success of our previous essay writing competitions, we have repeated our bold step to invite other 

schools to compete.  The aim here is to provide greater academic rigour for our pupils and improve the reputation of 

the subject beyond our school. 

 

London Wide Essay Writing Competition, with Professor Richard Price (500-800 words; targeted at all years) 

March 2021 

Repeating the success of our previous essay writing competitions, we have repeated our bold step to invite other 

schools to compete.  The aim here is to provide greater academic rigour for our pupils and improve the reputation of 

the subject beyond our school. 

 

Conference at SMSJ   

June 2021 

Following our collaborations with academics: Prof R. Price, Dr S. Law, Dr E. Burns, Dr S Ryan et al. from 

universities: Birkbeck University, CSM university of the Arts, Roehampton University etc. we intend to host a 

conference next year where we invite GCSE pupils from other schools in NW London to our site to attend a 

conference on GCSE topics.  If successful,  and well attended, we will repeat this the following year. 

 

 

 

Super Curricular 2019/2020:  

 

Saint Paul’s Crime, Punishment and Forgiveness Conference (Target Year 11) 

The RS department arranged attendance to: Saint Paul’s Crime, Punishment and Forgiveness Conference, in 

October 2019.  Here, selected GCSE MA pupils were invited to attend a talk given by subject and industry experts 

which covered content recently studied by these pupils.  Selected pupils then taught the themes/messages from this 

conference to their peers in subsequent lessons. 

 

Debate Club 201 (Years 7-8) 

The debate club has been relaunched with texts from The ‘Young Philosopher’s Course’.  6th Form volunteers chair 

and support this club.  This club ran between September - December 2020 and ended because of the change of 

timetable. 

 



Essay Writing Competition, with Professor Richard Price (500-800 words; targeted at all years) 

The school held an Essay Writing Competition which was judged by Professor Price, formerly of Heythrop College - 

UoL.   

 

REvise (Years 10-11) 

A targeted GCSE revision class for years 10-11, held after school on Thursdays.  This was extended to Mondays 

afterschool also in January 2020 to support targeted GCSE pupils. 

 

London Wide Essay Writing Competition, with Dr Elizabeth Burnes  (500-800 words; targeted at all years) 

Repeating the success of our previous essay writing competitions, we have taken the bold step to invite other 

schools to compete.  The aim here is to provide greater academic rigour for our pupils and improve the reputation of 

the subject beyond our school. 

 

Visiting Academics 

Dr Stephen Law  visited to give a talk about: Humanism and the merits of studying RS respectively.  These talks 

happened in Spring Term 2 and supported selected GCSE classes and A Level RS pupils respectively. 

 

The Philosophy of Ecology/Gardening Club (targeted years 5-8) 

Targeted as a collaboration between years 5-8, we will hold a weekly gardening club in Bennett House.  Last tear, 

students cleaned and de-weeded a selected part of the school grounds.  They collected seeds from pods, grew 

tomatoes and rosemary.  This club also was targeted as support for a Vulnerable Learner.  This year, we hope to 

plant several trees on our grounds. 

 

 

Super Curricular 2018/2019: 

 

The RS department at SMSJ, during 2018/19, ran a number of super curricular activities.  It is intended that many of 

these will be repeated in 2019/20. 

 

Essay Writing Competition, with Roehampton University (750 words; targeted at all years) 

Dr Sean Ryan of Roehampton University was approached to be the judge of our essay writing competition.  We sent 

a selection of our best essays to Dr Ryan who judged the essays and selected 1st-3rd prize winners.  The winners’ 

work, with feedback from Dr Ryan, was displayed around the school sites: Stamford Raffles and Bennett House, as 

part of our ‘Beautiful Work’ series. 

 

 

 

Essay Writing Competition, with Professor Richard Price. (500 words; targeted at all years) 

Richard Price is a retired professor of Early Church History, who taught at Heythrop College, the Specialist 

Philosophy and Theology College of The University of London.  He was sent a selection of our best essays and 

selected 1st-3rd prize winners.  These students won a selection of philosophy and theology books from the Penguin 

Classics Series.  Professor Price agreed to visit our school and deliver a 2 hour workshop, which included the merits 

of studying Religious Studies.  The competition entrees were invited to attend along with selected MA pupils. 

 

 

Art Competition using William Barkleys Ethical Scenarios (targeted at KS3) 

In this competition, pupils were given excerpts of William Barkley’s ethical scenarios.  The competition was judged by 

an art technician of the University of the Arts.  The winners' works were displayed throughout the school.  This work 

was incorporated into the A Level curriculum. 

 

REvise (targeted at years 10-11) 



This originally started as an intervention for year 11 pupils.  However, due to popular demand at year 10, we allowed 

this year group to attend also.  REvise runs Tuesdays after school throughout the year for years 10-11 as targeted 

GCSE support. 

 

Debate Club 101 (targeted at years 7-8) 

The Debate Club ran for the latter half of the academic year.  Here, pupils were introduced to the Logical Fallacies 

identified by Durrum university and had the opportunity to debate themes such as: abortion, euthanasia, should I be 

governed?, freedom etc.  For year 8, this complemented and continued the ‘Big Question’ philosophical ethos and, 

for year 7s, gave them a taste of year 8 content.  It was a well attended club, started by pupil demand. 

 

Freerice group (targeted at year 7) 

To support our global citizenship, year 7s in SMSJ have contributed to the World Food Programme by taking part in 

the interactive question on beta.freerice.com.  This year, SMSJ accrued 143,000 grains of rice which was donated to 

the World Food Programme.  This supports the wider school through improving vocabulary, which was the primary 

game played by pupils, but also MFL and maths. 

 

The Philosophy of Ecology/Gardening Club (targeted years 5-8) 

Targeted as a collaboration between years 5-8, we held a weekly gardening club in Bennett House.  Students 

cleaned and de-weeded a selected part of the school grounds.  They collected seeds from pods, grew tomatoes and 

rosemary.  This club also was targeted as support for a Vulnerable Learner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


