
SMSJ Writing Skills Progression Map              

 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Writing Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I can put my 
sentences 
together in 
order 
  
I can use spaces 
between words 
  
I can use a 
capital letter for 
the pronoun ‘I’   
 
I am beginning 
to use full stops, 
question marks 
and exclamation 
marks correctly 
   
I am beginning 
to capitalise 
proper nouns 
  
I can join 
sentences with 
‘and’  

I can begin to 
write in 
paragraphs  
 
I can use 
apostrophes for 
contractions  
 
I can use a 
possessive 
apostrophe for 
singular nouns 
(Bella’s jumper)  
 
I can begin to 
use subordinate 
conjunctions  
 
I can use 
expanded noun 
phrases  
 
I can use the 
progressive 

I can begin to 
write in 
paragraphs to 
organise my 
information 
 
I can begin to 
punctuate 
speech 
 
I can begin to 
use fronted 
adverbials 
 
I can use correct 
verb tenses 
 
I can use 
possessive 
apostrophes 
 
I can use a colon 
to introduce a 
list across a 
range of writing 

I can use 
paragraphs to 
effectively 
organise ideas 
 
I can punctuate 
speech correctly  
 
I can use 
possessive 
apostrophes 
 
I can use and 
punctuate 
fronted 
adverbials  
 
I can use 
expanded noun 
phrases  
 
I can use time 
adverbials  
 

I can punctuate 

speech correctly 

 

I can use a colon 

to introduce a 

list 

 

I can use a 

comma after a 

fronted 

adverbial 

 

I can join clauses 

with 

subordinating 

conjunctions  

 

I can use 

prepositional 

phrases 

 

I can spell 3/4 

words correctly 

I can use a semi-

colon, colons or 

dashes to mark 

clauses. 

  

I can use 

adverbials. 

  

I can use 

subjunctive 

form. 

  

I can join clauses 

with subordinate 

conjunctions. 

 

I can balance 

between speech 

and description. 

  

I can use 

effective similes 

in my writing. 



 
I can use plurals 
mostly 
accurately (-s 
and -es)   
  
I can write with 
legible 
handwriting   
  
I can spell most 
of my words 
correctly 
  
I can use the 
progressive 
tense (suffix -
ing)  
 
I can write using 
the past tense 
(suffix -ed) 
  
I can use the 
suffix -er and-est  
 
I can use the 
prefix -un 

tense (suffix -
ing) 
 
I can use 
adverbs  
 
I can use 
prepositional 
phrases  
 
I can use suffixes 
-ful, -less, -er 
and -ment 
 

 
I can join clauses 
with subordinate 
conjunctions 
 
I can use the 
correct 
determiner 
(articles) – a vs 
an 
 
I can use present 
perfect form of 
verbs (he has 
gone) 
 
I can include 
words with 
prefixes: anti-, 
super-, auto-, 
im-, dis-, un-, 
etc. 
 
 I can write in a 
legible joined 
handwriting 
 

I can use 
prepositional 
phrases 
 
I can join clauses 
with 
subordinating 
conjunctions  
 
I can spell most 
3/4 words 
correctly  
 
I can use colons 
to introduce a 
list  
 
 I can write in a 
legible joined 
handwriting 
 

and most 5/6 

words correctly  

 

I can use suffixes 

(-ate, -ise, -ify, 

etc.) and 

prefixes (dis-, 

de-, mis-, over- 

and re-)  

 

I can use relative 

clauses in my 

writing (with, 

who, which, 

where, when, 

whose and that) 

 

 

I can select and 

use ambitious 

vocabulary. 

  

I can use 

different verb 

tenses in my 

writing. 

  

I can spell most 

of my words 

correctly. 

 

 


