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9th February 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Primary Senior Leadership Plans 

I am sure that you are looking forward to the arrival of Mr Aaron Doherty our new Primary Headteacher in the summer 

term. I met with him this week and am very optimistic about the plans he has for school which he will be sharing with 

you on his arrival. I am confident that the future is bright for the SMSJ Primary as we enter the next stage of its 

development. Mr Doherty is an experienced leader who is currently Head of Schools at the Annunciation Federation 

having been a Deputy Headteacher in Brent for a number of years. 

It is also my pleasure to inform you that Ms Louisa Taylor will be joining SMSJ as Executive Headteacher after half 

term. Ms Taylor is currently the Headteacher of Wren Academy Finchley Primary. She is the founding Headteacher of 

the school having grown it from the first Reception classes who joined the school in 2015. Since then, Ms Taylor has 

created an exceptional primary school with the highest standards of pastoral care and excellent academic results. She 

will be at Neale House and Bennett House for two days a week, in addition to being the Executive Headteacher back 

at Wren Academy. Ms Taylor will start working at SMSJ after half term so she can ensure that Mr Doherty is then able 

to make a smooth transition into his new role on 17 April. 

When Mr Doherty takes up his post Mr Patterson will step down from being the Acting Headteacher. I am pleased to 

be able to take this opportunity to thank Mr Patterson for all he has done to lead the school during this interim period. 

He will return to his role of Deputy Headteacher and will continue to be very much involved in the leadership of the 

school.  

I am very grateful for all your support for SMSJ as we have navigated our way through a period of leadership transition. 

We hope that you are looking forward to the exciting times ahead when I am sure that the primary school will flourish, 

and we will indeed experience that ‘… with God all things are possible’.  Finally, I would like to take this opportunity 

to wish you a relaxing and restful half term break. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Gavin Smith 
Executive Principal 
 
 


