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18th October 2019 

NURSERY TO YEAR 6 

  Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to our new Primary Newsletter. Every month we 

will be keeping you up-to-date with what’s happening at 

Neale House & Bennett House Campuses, for everyone 

from Nursery to Year 6. 

We’ve been listening 

closely to parents’/carers’ 

ideas and concerns in our 

Parent Forums and as a 

result we’re delighted to be launching Parent Voice, a 

dedicated email address to ensure we reach an excellent 

standard in all our communications with parents and 

carers. We are constantly striving to get it right and if you 

have any feedback please do pass it on to 

parentvoice@smsj.london 

SMSJ is a wonderful community and we are lucky to have 

an active group of parents across our school. This 

newsletter will be our opportunity to communicate with 

you all the things we are up to each week. 

Best wishes for the half term ahead, 

Mr Serrão 

 

• TOP TIP FOR PARENTS! The curriculum for every year group is online on our website. Why not take a look and find out what 
your children are studying this academic year? Visit Home/Neale House/Curriculum Overview 

 

mailto:parentvoice@smsj.london
http://www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk/398/curriculum-overview


 
 

YEAR 5 & YEAR 6 PARENTS 

FIRST PAYMENT DUE FOR HOUSE PGL TRIP 

www.parentpay.com 

 Education is the most powerful 
weapon which we can use to 

change the world  
Nelson Mandela 

 

 

 

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Here at SMSJ we’re celebrating Black 
History month in style.  

Reception enjoyed a very fruitful morning 
and and the whole of primary (across 
both Neale House and Bennett House 
campuses) were in awe of our visitors 
from Primary Workshops for schools who 
were celebrating Black History Months 
with some incredible drumming.  
 
Why don’t you ask your children what 
they’ve learnt so far in Black History 
Month? 

 

 
RECEPTION PLACES FOR 2020 

 
If your child’s date of birth is between 1/9/15 and 
31/8/16, you may now apply for a place in Reception for 
September 2020. You need to apply both online to the 
borough at www.eadmissions.org.uk 
 
Please call the school on 0208 202 0026 or contact us at 
www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk, to make an appointment for 
one of our open sessions, to see the Early Years setting 
and the wider school. 
 

5th November am 
7th November pm 

15th November am 
10th December pm 

 

Year 4 Bronze Sports Ambassadors complete 
their first Barnet Sport training  

  

http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
http://www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk/


 

NURSERY & RECEPTION 

A fantastic first half term for our 
Nursery and Reception children who 
have settled in to their new routines. 

Reception have been focusing on the 
BIG question: ‘Who made the 
wonderful world?’ during our weekly 
RE lessons. As well as exploring the 
creation story and becoming more 
aware of Harvest time. 

In Literacy we have learnt how to 
create simple story maps linked to 
focus texts. Some brilliant phonics 
application for labelling too! 

 

Thank you to all parents and carers for 
donations for the Harvest appeal to the 
Colindale Foodbank. As always, we are 
overwhelmed by your generosity which will 
make a real difference to members of our 
local community. We are organising for a 
group of our students to deliver the 
donations in the coming weeks. 

 

 

YEAR 1 

In RE we have been learning about the 

story of Creation and we have made 

pictures for our displays as well as posters 

to encourage other people to take care of 

God's Creation. 



 

 

 

YEAR 2 

In Year 2 we’ve been 
learning all about Africa for 
Black History Month. We 
have drafted and published 
leaflets about Africa and in 
Art we have created our own 
African Savannah sunsets. 

 

Dickens 2 Maths. Making 
mixed number bonds to 20. 

  

 

YEAR 3 

Year 3 visited St John’s Church, 
developing our links with the Parish and 
to become aware of the atmosphere and 
true beauty of the Church. 

 

YEAR 4 

Year 4 have produced some incredible work, creating their own Seawigs as 
part of the text Oliver and the Seawigs, investigating electrical circuits as part 
of Science and planning and designing their own Anderson shelters as part of 
their studies on World War 2! They used recyclable materials, leaves and pens 
to construct their shelters and thoroughly enjoyed making them. To complete 
their History unit, they visited the RAF museum to explore what a typical 
classroom in WW2 would look like. 

 



 

YEAR 5 

To end a very busy first half term at Bennett House, the 
students in year 5 participated in an exciting Ancient Greek 
Theme Day where children dressed up as Ancient Greeks, 
Gods and Goddesses whilst participating in an array of 
enrichment activities. Throughout the day the children 
participated in an art session framed around Greek 
mythology whereby the children recreated Medusa's head of 
snakes, a creative pottery session where the focus was to 
create a Greek vase and a cooking session whereby the 
children made their own Greek salad...all before concluding 
the day with the Greek Olympics where children competed in 
a (spaghetti) javelin throw, foot face and shot put throw!  

 

 

 

YEAR 6 STUDENT SPEECHES 

We are very proud of two of our wonderful Year 6 students who made speeches at this year’s Open Evening at Stamford 
Raffles. We wanted to share their words with you all.   

My named is Lola and I have been in SMSJ for 2 years and I am now in Year 6 

This school has truly been impeccable since I joined in year 4.  There are a lot of friendly people who will help you 

through school and there are 3 values to support our school, Wisdom, Service and Hope.  There are also wonderful 

teachers who will help you to expand your knowledge here at SMSJ.  As I have been taught the Lord Jesus has said, 

'With God, everything is possible,' meaning that God is always with you, whatever you do, as he has been for me up to 

Year 6.  

I hope you enjoyed listening as much as I have enjoyed writing this.  I will now pass you over to Seth, who is also in 

Year 6. 

Thank you 

Lola 

 

My name is Seth and I am also in year 6 

Wisdom, Service and Hope, the value of our school. 

These values we carry on our logo.  I have been at this school since I was in nursery when I was 4.  This school is a 

welcoming school, able to guide you day by day, year by year. 

A school that is restless for success, able to lead you onto a path of achievement, a path that every student wants to 

follow.  Wisdom, Service and Hope, these values we shall follow and grow with as a family. 

We are wise in every step we take, though as mistake are made, we will serve our community on our journey and we shall 

hope that every one of us are who we want to be. 

I Want to carry on at this school as here is my second home, this school is a family, willing to guide you to excellence, 

teachers to craft you into a person, a person who is wise, who pushes themselves out of their comfort zone. 

The facilities are stupendous at this school where you can easily make kind friends.  Our community is a diverse area where 

rewards are granted for effort towards all-round greatness at this school.  But greatness comes in all shapes and sizes. 

Seth 



 

 

The PTA are excited to announce that the SMSJ Christmas Fayre will be taking place on Friday 6th December 2019 at Neale 
House. It will be a wonderful afternoon full of festivities. If any parents would be interested in helping please send a message 
to PTA@smsj.london 

We also have movie nights planned for years 1-6, dates and more information will be 
sent out in due course. 

I wish you all a wonderful half term. Aysha Naziri, PTA Chair 

 

SMSJ Community Initiative 
 
Parents have signed up for this initiative to help keep our children safe on their way to and from 
school. 
The initiative involves parents and carers wearing an SMSJ High Visibility jacket when walking to and 
from school, providing a visual presence to support our students. 
 
The jackets have been ordered and will be issued to parents and carers after half term. 
 
If you would like to help with this initiative, please contact Seb Giacone, School Business Manager, 
sgiacone.302@smsj.london 
 

Keeping our children safe 
CCTV installation will be will be completed after half term, adding additional safeguarding to our Neale House and Bennett 
House Campuses 
 
Breakfast and after school clubs 
After our successful launch, we are extending this provision to include hot meals.  More information will follow….  
 
Year 6 into Year 7 Open Evening 
We were extremely happy to welcome over 700 potential new joiners at our open evening event.  Over 180 prospective 
parents visited Bennett House Campus to see our school in action. With only 90 places on offer, we are becoming very 
oversubscribed. 
 

 

Neale House Collection 

Please note that the main gates will open for Blue Badge Holders only at 3pm. 

Pedestrian access will be from 3:05pm only 

 

mailto:PTA@smsj.london
mailto:sgiacone.302@smsj.london

