
Oracy Curriculum Overview 

 
Our Vision 

Why study Oracy at St Mary’s and St John’s?   

 

At SMSJ, we are proud of our strong tradition in the Performing Arts, and of how this benefits our 

students to develop empathy, self-confidence, expression and communication skills.  We want to 

extend this confidence into building our students skills further, and more explicitly, by overtly 

teaching them the appropriate spoken language skills required for success in education and in life.  

Thus, Oracy was introduced as a discrete subject in the KS3 curriculum in September 2018 for 

students in Years 7 & 8, with the overriding aim of developing our students as articulate learners. 

 

Through weekly Oracy lessons in Years 7 & 8 students study a range of speaking skills, 

complemented by a natural emphasis on what makes a good listener.  The curriculum covers a 

range of contexts in which students learn how to articulate their thoughts and ideas effectively, how 

to engage their listeners in interesting ways, and how to present themselves and their ideas to a 

larger audience.  The programme of study ranges from developing Oracy skills at a personal and 

small group level, through to building Oracy skills to deliver a variety of texts and ideas in a more 

formal style.  Our students will also engage in practical activities to emphasise the importance of 

Oracy in the wider world within the structure of our society, and internationally. 

 

Our Key Stage 3 Oracy programme intentionally aims to act as a social equaliser, by developing in 

all of our students the skills and confidence to articulate their views coherently and on an equal 

footing in conversation with anyone; be they peers, adults, or those who have benefitted from greater 

advantages in life.  With this aim in mind, our Oracy programme will develop our students’ 

knowledge of idioms and colloquialisms to avoid, and introduce elevated vocabulary to enable them 

to hold high-stakes conversations successfully in the future, e.g. University and career interviews. 

 

Key Stage 3 Oracy: 

 

Year 7 and 8 students have one period (50 minutes) of Oracy per week on their timetables.  

The Oracy curriculum is being delivered by a team of colleagues from across subject areas and staff are 

encouraged to use their specialisms when planning lessons. Risk taking in teaching and learning is 

encouraged to experiment with delivery ideas for this new subject at SMSJ.  Oracy complements the 

skills developed and required across the curriculum and provides excellent opportunities for cross-

curricular learning.  There are particularly strong links to the PSHCEE, Religious Studies, English 

Language and Literature and Drama programmes of study. 

 

The general skills covered in Oracy fall into four categories - Physical, Linguistic, Cognitive and Social & 

Emotional.  These are currently assessed by the teacher through oral feedback in class and oral and 

written feedback from peers. 

 

Whole School Oracy 

 

The priority for 2019-2020 is to consolidate the formal Year 7 & 8 Oracy curriculum, and to explore 

opportunities to expand students' experience of gaining Oracy skills across the wider curriculum. 

What knowledge and skills will be taught? 



 

Year 7  

The Year 7 Oracy curriculum focuses on developing students’ use of physical and vocal skills to 

present their ideas effectively to others, including a larger audience.  Students are encouraged to 

develop opinions and share them effectively in group discussion, whole class debate, and by making 

speeches to deliver to the class.  Being an effective listener is equally emphasised as an essential 

part of Oracy in every setting, inspired by the Nobel Prize winner for Literature, Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez, who said “The biggest communication problem is that we do not listen to understand, we 

listen to reply.”  Students will learn to develop their understanding of their audience before speaking. 

 

Autumn 1:  
Present Yourself: 
Present your Ideas 

Spring 1: 
Speech Making 

Summer 1: 
The United Nations: Part 1 

Aim:  to build skills and 
confidence to speak in front 
of an audience. 

Students will learn the skills 
needed to present 
themselves effectively 
including body language, 
voice projection, tone of voice 
and intonation.  They will then 
practice these skills by writing 
and presenting a speech 
based on our school values 
of  “Wisdom, Service, and 
Hope”. 

Aim: to develop speech 
making skills. 
 
Building on their knowledge of 
effective conversational and 
presentational skills, students 
will now explore what makes a 
good speech by analysing 
examples of successful 
speeches.  Then they will write 
their own inspirational speech 
which they will deliver to the 
class.  Additionally, students 
will create and deliver an 
“impromptu” speech. 

Aim:  to understand the role of 
Oracy, discussion, and debate 
on an international level. 
 
In this unit, students will gain 
an awareness of the important 
role that Oracy plays in the 
international community by 
learning about the United 
Nations.  Students will gain an 
understanding of the 
importance of creating a forum 
in which highly diverse 
countries can talk things 
through on a global scale. 

Autumn 2: 
Self and School 

Spring 2: 
Debating and Current Affairs 

Summer 2: 
The United Nations: Part 2 

Aim: to develop Oracy skills 
for life. 
 

The attention will now turn to 
how students present 
themselves as people in 
more personal situations.  
This module focuses on 
developing more formal 
conversational skills such as 
Introducing themselves and 
others. Exploring how to hold 
successful conversations eg, 
talking, listening, sharing 
views and discussion. 

Aim:  to develop debating skills 

 

 
Bringing the skills of speech 
making and discussion 
together, in this unit students 
will study the skills and 
conventions required for formal 
debate. They will look at 
Westminster debates, and will 
have the opportunity to select 
topics from current affairs and 
larger ethical/faith questions to 
hold their own debates. 

Aim:  to develop an awareness 
of the role of Oracy in shaping 
the world. 
 
Using the knowledge gained in 
Unit 1 students will be allocated 
various countries within their 
class. They will then represent 
this country in the “UN General 
Assembly” held in class, where 
specific issues will be debated.  
Through this, students will gain 
an understanding of the value 
of countries discussing and 
making collaborative decisions 
for the benefit of humanity. 

 

 

 



Year 8 

The Year 8 Oracy curriculum builds on the students’ use of physical and vocal skills to present their 

ideas effectively to others learned in Year 7, and extends this by giving the students contexts for 

using these skills which relate very closely to real-life situations e.g. a running Mock trial, raising 

money for a chosen charity, and learning interview techniques.  Students continue to be encouraged 

to develop opinions and share them effectively in group discussion, whole class debate, and by 

making speeches to deliver to the class and listening continues to play an important role in each 

context.  Students are also encouraged to develop higher order reading/presenting skills by learning 

and presenting more complex literary texts.  The aim of this is to ensure that all students feel 

confident if asked to read aloud in any situation, including at GCSE, A Level, at a friend’s wedding, 

and other kinds of situations or ceremonies (be they personal or professional, secular or sacred). 

 

Autumn 1:  
Present Yourself: 
Present your Ideas 

Spring 1: 
First Give Project: Part 1 

Summer 1: 
Presenting a Range of Texts 

Aim:  to revise skills and 
confidence to speak in front 
of an audience. 
 
Students will learn the skills 
needed to present 
themselves effectively 
including body language, 
voice projection, tone of voice 
and intonation.  They will then 
practice these skills by writing 
and presenting a speech 
based on our school motto: 
“With God, all things are 
possible”. 
In 2020, students will also 
give presentations re: BHM. 

Aim:  to experience an 
authentic purpose for using 
presentation skills, in order to 
impact a real community. 
 
Using the First Give materials, 
students will research local 
charities and compete through 
presentations in class to 
choose a charity for the class 
to represent. 
 
The class will vote for the best 
presentation (based on the 
First Give criteria) to decide 
their class charity. 

Aim: to develop confident 
delivery skills for a range of 
more complex texts. 

Students gain experience and 
develop confidence and 
commitment in delivering a 
range of texts, from the classic 
to the modern in order to 
develop confidence to tackle 
any “reading aloud” situation 
across the curriculum and in 
life.  They will present a 
Shakespearean speech, a 
classic poem, a chosen poem, 
and read aloud from a chosen 
prose text. 

Autumn 2: 
Mock Trials 

Spring 2: 
First Give Project: Part 2 

Summer 2: 
Oracy Skills for Life 

Aim:  to experience using 
Oracy skills used in a “real 
life” context.  
 
Using the knowledge 
previously developed in 
PSHCEE (Law - Autumn 1) 
the class allocate roles for a 
mock trial.  Students prepare 
and perform their part in the 
Mock case.  Emphasis given 
to listening before replying. 

Aim:  to experience a genuine 
purpose for using Oracy skills. 
 
Students complete a social 
action task and prepare a final 
presentation to deliver in the 
Grand Final. First Give run a 
presentation skills workshop 
with all finalists. The winning 
class wins £1,000 for their 
Charity & two runner-up prizes 
of £500. 

Aim:  to develop high level 
conversational skills for the 
future eg. University interviews. 
 
Students will prepare and 
present a short speech 
introducing themselves to 
others and practice 
conversational skills (listening 
and contributing).  They will 
also learn and practise 
interview skills and techniques. 

 


