
SMSJ Curriculum Overview – Primary Phase –Nursery 2019-2020 

 
Please remember that these are starting points and provide just a simple outline of some of the activities we will cover across the year. 

We endeavour to allow the children to lead the learning wherever possible and seek to creatively enhance learning opportunities. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Settling In - Ourselves Songs and Nursery 
Rhymes (Music) 

People Who Help Us Superheroes Wild Animals Seaside/Water - 
Transition 

Personal Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
(Jigsaw) 

Being me in the world 
Settling in 
Making new friendships 
and relationships 
Separates from main 
carer with support 
Seeks comfort as needed 
form special friendship 

Celebrating difference 
Managing feelings 
Empathy 
Social skills 
Enjoys responsibility of 
carrying small tasks 
Responds to feelings of 
others 
Plays within group 

Goals and dreams 
Motivation 
Self-awareness 
More outgoing 
towards unfamiliar 
people 
Aware their actions 
can affect others 
Initiates play 

Healthy me 
Self-awareness 
Managing feelings 
Empathy 
Talk to other children 
confidently 
Accepts the needs of 
others 
Keeps play going by 
responding to others 

My relationships 
Self-awareness 
Managing feelings 
Empathy 
Talk to other adults 
confidently 
Tries to help others 
who are upset 
Demonstrates 
friendly behaviour 

The changing me 
Motivation 
Social skills 
Managing feelings 

Asks adults for 
help confidently 
Can adapt 
behaviour to 
different events 
etc 

Communication 
and Language 

Listens with interest to 
stories 
Understands ‘who’, 
‘what’, ‘where’ in simple 
sentences 
Holds a conversation 

Listens to others one 
to one and in small 
groups 
Understands simple 
concepts 
Uses more complex 
words 

Respond to simple 
instructions 
Shows understanding 
of prepositions 
retells a simple past 
event 

Listens and joins in 
with stories 
Starting to 
understand ‘why’ and 
‘how’ questions 
Uses a range of 
tenses 

Focuses attention   
builds up vocabulary  
uses talk in pretend 
play 

Able to follow 
directions  
Able to follow 
stories without 
pictures/prompts 

Physical 
Development 

Climbs confidently 
Shows control in holding 
mark making tools 
Clearly communicates 
toileting needs 

Turns pages in a book 
Uses three fingers to 
hold mark making tools 
Beginning to become 
more independent in 
self care tasks 

Draws simple shapes 
Walks up and down 
stairs 
Tells adults if tired or 
hungry 

Show a preference 
for a dominant hand 
Stands for a short 
time on one foot 
Dresses with help 

Uses scissors 
Runs skilfully, 
negotiating space 
Understands tools  
have to be used 
safely 

Holds the pencil 
between thumb 
and two fingers 
Can copy some 
letters (usually 
from name) 
Are usually dry and 
clean (able to use 
the toilet 
independently) 

Literacy  
 

Has some favourite 
rhymes/stories 

Listens to and joins in 
with stories 

Beginning to be 
aware of how stories 

Suggest how stories 
may end 

Looks at books 
independently 

Knows that print 
carries meaning 



Distinguishes between 
the different marks they 
make 
 
Text: Owl Babies 

Distinguishes between 
the different marks 
they make 
 
Text: Biscuit Bear 

are structured 
Gives meaning to the 
marks they make 
 
Text: The Gruffalo 

Gives meaning to 
marks they make 
 
 
Text: Supertato 

Can show the 
difference between  
their writing and 
their drawing. 
Text:The selfish 
Crocodile 

starts to write 
some letters of 
their name  
 
Text: The fish who 
could wish 

Maths 
 

Recognise numbers of 
relevance to them 
Beginning to use the 
language of size 

Recites numbers to 10 
Shows an interest in 
shapes in the 
environment 

Know that numbers 
identify how many 
are in a set 
Use positional 
language 

Sometimes matches 
numeral and quantity 
correctly 
Talk about the shapes 
of everyday objects 
(round, tall) 

Shows an interest in 
representing 
numbers 
beginning to use 
mathematical 
names for 2d shapes 

Counts objects to 
10 and beyond 
Beginning to use 
mathematical 
names for 3d 
shapes 

Understanding 
the World 

Has a sense of their own 
family 
Enjoys playing with small 
world toys 
Operate mechanical toys 

Beginning to have their 
own friends 
Comments and ask 
questions about the 
world 
Operate simple 
technological 
equipment 

Shows interest in the 
lives of people who 
they are familiar with 
Talk about things 
they observe such as 
animals, plants 
Show skill in making 
toys work 

Talk about significant 
events in their own 
experiences 
Talk about why things 
happen and why they 
work  
Show skill in making 
toys work 

Describe special 
times or events for 
family and friends 
Develop 
understanding of 
change over time 
Know that 
information can be 
retrieved from 
computers 

Know some things 
that make them 
unique 
Show care and 
concern for the 
environment 
Know that 
information can be 
retrieved from 
computers 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Drama 
Role play  
Singing  
Musical instruments 
Art 
Build up a repertoire of 
songs and dances  
Voices Foundation 

Cards 
Decorations 
Role play 
Performance 
Explore colours 
Experiment using  
different materials  
Voices Foundation 

Drama 
Role play  
Singing  
Musical instruments 
Construct with a 
purpose in mind 
Voices Foundation 

Drama 
Role play  
Singing  
Musical instruments 
Introduce a storyline 
into their play  
Voices Foundation 

Drama 
Role play  
Singing  
Musical instruments 
Plays and works 
cooperatively  
Voices Foundation 

Drama 
Role play  
Singing  
Musical 
instruments 
Use available 
resources to create 
own props Voices 
Foundation 

Assessment Baseline Ongoing teacher assessment Teacher 
assessment  
End of year report 

Christian Values Service Endurance  



R.E. Harvest 
Prayers 
The Parable of the Farmer 
and the Seeds 

  
 

Remembrance day 
Diwali  
Christmas 
Nativity story 

Chinese New Year 
Easter story 

 

  

 


