
Dear Parents and Carers

We are now just past the mid-point of 
the school year and we are also half 
way between Christmas and Easter. 
Wednesday 26th February will be Ash 
Wednesday and we will be marking 
that in school with services for each 

year group in school where Ashes will be received. The 
themes of Lent feel particularly appropriate for us as a 
school community, given that we are at this half way 
point.

When receiving the ashes, we often hear the words ‘Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel’. We are 
invited to look back and to recognise the ways in which 
we have strayed away from the best version of ourselves, 
the version that God created and can always see. The 
tradition of Lent is not about ‘beating ourselves up’ for 
our failings. Far from it. We are only human, we will all get 
things wrong and God loves us anyway. Instead, we are 
asked in Lent simply to acknowledge the truth that we 
have all done things which are not good and to commit to 
action to make positive changes, through prayer, fasting 
and charitable giving.

In an age where so many, particularly our young people, 
feel great pressure to present a perfect image of their lives 
through social media it is refreshing for us to be able to be 
honest with each other and admit that we are not perfect. 
It is great too, for us to think about how we can support 
each other in the positive actions we each intend to take 
during this season in order to re-set some bad habits and 
make up for ways we may have hurt ourselves or others. 
It is my experience that all members of our community, 
whatever their own personal belief or spirituality, really 
respond to and appreciate this Christian tradition.

Looking back, we marked Holocaust Memorial day 
in school and in the local community. Two students 
accompanied Ms Field, Head of Humanities to Bergen-
Belson concentration camp in Germany. The assemblies, 
the service and the visits are very thought provoking, 
reminding us of the terrible events of the Second World 
War and calling us to be vigilant against intolerance, 
discrimination and hate.

We will be holding our parent forums again in the next 
half term and I look forward to meeting with you then. 
The dates are as follows;
Monday 16th March Stamford Raffles Campus @5.00pm
Thursday 19th March Neale House Campus @8.40am 
@5.00pm

It only remains for me to wish you all a restful half term 
and I look forward to an equally successful half term 
ahead.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Serrão

Professor Richard Price, a practising academic in the discipline of Theology, judged the RS 
SMSJ Essay Writing Competition and selected 5 worthy essays.  The essays positioned 1st 
- 3rd (‘Why We Need The Box’ by Olivia B.M Collins, ‘How can I ever know what is real?’ by 
Ema Turjaka, and ‘What is the meaning of life?’ by Kyle Rosales ) and the runners up: Ulk 
Gerguri and Mahak Mamouasl, were all praised by the professor for their originality and 
academic tone in the written feedback they received.  The RS Department is extremely 
proud of all the students who represented SMSJ in this competition.  Professor Price 
has kindly agreed to visit SMSJ and give a short lecture addressing some of the themes 
raised in the students’ essays..  This will take place in the coming months.

The RS Department at SMSJ will repeat the competition this year.  The next judge will 
be Philosopher & Author Dr Elizabeth Burns who has lectured at Kings, SOAS and is 
currently a Reader in Philosophy of Religion at The University of London Worldwide.

Year 9 Holocaust Education Trust trip to Finchley 
Synagogue 

In the final week of January the whole of Year 9 travelled 
to Finchley Syngaogue to take part in an event to 
commemorate the Holocaust. Students heard from a 
Rabbi, attended workshops which examined the nature 
and scope of discrimination which led to the Holocaust 
and then were privileged to hear the testimony of a 
Holocaust survivor. At the end of the morning students 
were invited to write a postcard to be shared with Lily, 
the Holocaust survivor. 

One Year 9 students wrote ‘I feel so privileged to have 
heard your story, and I can’t even imagine what you 
have been through. You told your story with so much 
passion despite living through that time of absolute 
hell. Thank you!’ 

FREE TENNIS CLUB
Want your child to have fun, get fit, make friends and 
develop great character skills like listening, respect 
and teamwork?

Tennis is an amazing sport that does all this AND 
adds years to your life; 9.7 years according to the 
Copenhagen City Heart Study!

At TopShotTennis, the only LTA registered floodlit 
tennis club in Hendon, we’ve been helping children and adults get the most out of tennis 
for 5 years now and been delivering great after school tennis clubs for SMSJ.

Many of the students go on to play in our weekend programme and play team tennis 
for us, beating many other clubs in Barnet. Their parents sometimes join in our sessions 
as well; it’s like a tennis family especially at our Halloween and Christmas floodlit tennis 
parties.

We are the only tennis club in Hendon offering junior team tennis and most of our teams 
are made up from SMSJ kids, they love representing us and playing real matches!

We’re based at Middlesex University Sports Campus with loads of free, easy parking and 
are offering SMSJ students and parents FREE tennis at our club until the end of April. 

Spaces will be limited, but it’s absolutely FREE.

Just bring a water bottle and energy, we’ll do the rest for you, absolutely FREE!

Message us on facebook: www.facebook.com/TopShotTennis.net
Email us at: jonty@topshottennis.net
Call us at: 07956 524428

14th FEBRUARY 2020

UPCOMING DATES

24TH 

FEBRUARY
Students return to school 
after half term

4TH  - 6TH 

MARCH
Years 5 - 10 go on PGL

Please check the website for 
calendar updates

http://www.smsj.barnet.sch.
uk/428/full-calendar

Positive Activities Holiday Project is back 
for the first half term of 2020!!
We will be running nine great courses for the February Half Term. We have a great range 
for you to choose from Website Design, Arts & Crafts, Squash, Radio Production and 
Creative Writing just to name a few. Please see below for the full list.
2020 February Half Term Programme: -
February Half Term Fun and games with Performing Arts and Maths (Ages 5-8): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13896
February Half Term Arts &amp; Crafts (Ages 7-11) : -
 https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13890
February Half Term Circus Skills (Ages 12-18): -
 https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13894
February Half Term Rithmik Radio Production (Ages 12-19): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13889
February Half Term Squash Tots (Ages 2-6): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13891
February Half Term Squash Juniors (Ages 7-11): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13892
February Half Term Squash Seniors (Ages 12-18): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13893
February Half Term Website Design (Ages 8-12):-
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13897
February Half Term - A Thousand Different Stories (Ages 11-15): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13895
To apply, open one of the weblink’s above, click on enrol and complete the application 
process. Then wait for your application status to change from “Pending” to “Shortlisted 
(meaning your child or young person has been offered a place and you can now make 
payment). 

For a full list of the activities we provide including our term time provision, visit the Barnet 
Youth website www.barnetyouth.uk.
If you have any issues with the online application, please contact the contact centre on 
020 8359 3100  who will be able to help with any enquiries including any requests to 
complete a “consent for/application form”.
The application closing date is Friday 14 th  February 2020!! Also attached is the timetable 
for the Spring Term 2020.
 
Kind Regards
Positive Activities Team

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ESSAY COMPETITION

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

FEBRUARY HALF TERM CYCLING COURSES

Barnet Council with Cycle Confident are 
providing FREE cycle skills courses 
for children over February half term.  
Complete beginner courses, intermediate off-road 
courses and on-road courses are all running from 
Hendon Park.
Training is in small groups with 2 fully qualified 
instructors.

BOOK NOW

CYCLE
CONFIDENT

www.cycleconfident.com/courses/child-group
Places are limited so for more info or to book, visit

or call 020 303 16730

“  “Thanks to all
of your fantastic 
instructors for helping 
my son gain a skill we 
have been trying to 
accomplish for months.
You gave him a lot of 
confidence and taught 
him brilliantly.”Barnet parent

Hendon Park  (no bikes available) 
Learn to Ride (4 yrs +)
10.00 - 11.00 am:
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st February

Intermediate (7 yrs +) 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm:
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st February

On Road (9 yrs +) 
1.30 pm - 3.30 pm:
17th - 20th February

Advanced On Road (11 yrs +) 
1.30 pm - 3.30 pm:
21st  February

(Some bikes available to borrow) 
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PARENT FACTSHEET – JANUARY 2020 

10 tips to stay safe online 
Not sure what advice to give your child? Our pointers have got you covered. 

 

1. You should only talk to people you know and trust in real life – anyone can pretend to be 
a child online 

2. If you do talk to people you don’t know, don’t give away personal information – like what 
street you live on or where you go to school, or share your location with them. Say no to 
any requests they send you for images or videos of yourself, and stop talking to them 

3. Set your profiles to private, to limit what others can see 

4. Be ‘share aware’ – think carefully about what you share and with who. Once it’s out there, 
you’ve got no control over what the other person does 
with it. Remember, it’s illegal to take, share or view 
sexual images of under-18s, full stop 

5. Be mindful of your digital footprint. What you post 
online now could come back to bite you later, like 
when applying for jobs, college or university 

6. If you see something upsetting, or someone bullies 
you, tell an adult you trust 

7. Be aware that people will try to make their lives look more exciting online. There’s a lot 
people can do with photo editing to make their photos look better. So don’t assume 
everything you see is a true to life representation 

8. Watch out for hoaxes and scams, like messages you’re meant to forward on or that ask 
you for payment details or your password 

9. Take any content that glamorises gang lifestyles with a very large pinch of salt – it’s not 
as glamorous as it looks. Be wary of schemes promising easy cash for receiving and 
transferring money too, they’re almost definitely criminal activity 

10. Watch out for loot boxes or other parts of games where you pay money to take a chance 
on getting a reward – you can get sucked into spending lots of money on them 

Don’t feel confident starting a conversation with your child about what they’re up to online? Read 
this advice from the NSPCC: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/talking-child-online-safety  

Further information 

This factsheet was produced by Safeguarding Training Centre from The Key: www.thekeysupport.com/safeguarding 

 ‘Ban kids from loot box gambling in games’, BBC News, 12 September 2019 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-49661870 

 ‘Rescue and Reponse county lines project: strategic assessment 2019, Greater London Authority 
https://www.london.gov.uk/mopac-publications/rescue-and-response-pan-london-county-lines-service 

 Home, Money Mules 
https://moneymules.co.uk/ 

 Share Aware resources for schools and teachers, NSPCC Learning (scroll down to the parent’s leaflet in the grey box)  
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/schools/share-aware-teaching/ 

 Sexting in schools and colleges, UK Council for Internet Safety 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexting-in-schools-and-colleges 

February half term seems to have arrived very quickly which must be a sign that we have 
all been working very hard here at SMSJ since the new year.  I note the tree outside our 
Stamford Raffles Campus is in blossom so there are signs that Spring is on the way in 
spite of the storms recently.

I met with our local Safer Schools Officer, PC Anwar, regarding concerns we share about 
issues in the local community with young people targeting SMSJ students and causing 
considerable anxiety for our children and parents.  I also talked to PC Anwar about 
concerns that our parents and local residents have expressed regarding poor parking 
and dangerous driving around our school sites which potentially puts our children at risk 
as they walk to and from school.  PC Anwar is increasing the police presence in our local 
area in order to deter those wishing to cause trouble as well as to provide a reassuring 
presence for our students.  We are also offering PC Anwar office space at our Stamford 
Raffles Campus and he is looking forward to becoming a familiar face around all three 
sites and getting to know our students.

Highlights of this half term for me have been seeing our Year 11 students consider their 
bright futures at the ‘Further Education Fair’; marking Children’s Mental Health Week by 
helping our students to ‘Find Their Brave!’;  Bishop Rob Wickham’s Collective Worship 
presentations to launch Alma (much more on that to follow) and the fabulous ‘Evening 
of Dance’ which showcased our incredibly talented dancers from Years 3 to 12 – it was 
simply inspirational seeing dancers from Neale, Bennett and Stamford Raffles on stage 
together.  

A highlight I am very much looking forward to next half term are the first of our 
annual PGL trips.  I hope to see many of you at the PGL Presentations on Monday 24th 
February, at either:
• 4.00pm for Year 5 and Year 6 parents/carers whose children are going to PGL Liddington 
at Bennett House Campus
• 5.00pm for Year 7 and Year 8 parents/carers whose children are going to PGL Marchants 
Hill at Bennett House Campus
• 6.00pm Year 9 and Year 10 parents/carers whose children are going to PGL Osmington 
Bay at Stamford Raffles Campus

Over the half term I would particularly like to wish all of our Year 9 students wisdom as 
they consider the options they would like to choose for their GCSEs and our Year 11s a 
successful revision period as they approach the final weeks in the run up to their exams.  

A final wish for all of our parents, students and staff to have a very restful holiday!

Best wishes, Sarah Pittaway, Head of Secondary

STUDENT WELFARE

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

Ariana Rahman in Year 
10, delivered a profound 
speech about ‘Time’ at 
the Jack Petchey Barnet 
Regional Finals in January 
2020.  She did a fantastic 
job.

Also Congratulations to 
Josiah Williams Ollivierre 
became the Brazilian Jiu-
jitsu Gold Medallist at the 
European Championships 
held in Wolverhampton, 
in the Teen, under 50Kg 
category.  A title he was 
not expected to win but 
rose to the occasion. 

The Dance Department would like to proudly present 
the 2020 Barnet Dance Competition winners..... 

A big thank you for all of your support leading up to the 
event, the students and I really appreciate it. It was a 
pleasure to spend the evening with our students, they 
are a real credit to our values and vision here at SMSJ. 
The judges were thrilled with their performance and 
their ability to engage the audience and tell the story 
of their piece about young people battling with mental 
health. It was a very moving piece and resonated with 
many people. 

On Thursday 6th February SMSJ  
celebrated with ‘An Evening of Dance’ at 
Stamford Raffles Campus. Students from 
Year 3 up to Year 12 participated in this 
magical evening. 

“It was a truly inspiring and uplifting 
event and the quality and range of 
performances were stunning! I am really 
pleased to see that performing arts is so 
highly valued at SMSJ and is going from 
strength to strength. Well done!” 
Parent of a Year 8 Performer.

AN  EVENING OF DANCE


