
Dear Parents and Carers

As we prepare for Christmas we 
take this opportunity during Advent 
to reflect on the true message of 
Christmas.  People all over the world 
will be celebrating the birth of Jesus 

Christ and sharing in the hope that this brings.

There is indeed a great deal to be positive and confident 
about with regard to our young people both in terms 
of their learning and wider contributions.  However, it is 
extremely important that we as teachers and parents 
continue to cooperate and work in partnership to 
support and encourage all our young people in the 
challenges that they will undoubtedly face in the future 
both in school and out, so that each and every one of 
them is able to achieve their undoubted potential. 
 
We look forward to starting the New Year and the 
positive challenges 2020 will bring.  Please remember 
school opens on Wednesday 8th January 2020 for all 
pupils.

Finally, I would like to thank you all, parents, pupils and 
friends of SMSJ, for your continued support and to wish 
you and your loved ones a restful, peaceful Christmas 
and a New Year of health and happiness. 

Yours sincerely,

Martin Serrão

A few words from Mr Patterson, Acting Head of Primary
The children had a wonderful time and it was great to see so many at the Key Stage 1 
Christmas festival. Congratulations to all of the classes and the teachers involved 
in the weekly class collective worships this term; they have been a joy to watch and 
we look forward to these continuing in the New Year. This Christmas season we have 
been fortunate enough to have a number of Christmas performances. Well done to 
the Reception Carol service that took place. This was an amazing opportunity to see 
Reception children singing on stage in front of their parents. They did very well in 
this performance; keep up the good work! On Monday we had the Carol service at St 
Mary’s Church which was an opportunity for our Neale House choir to perform along 
with the Worship Warriors. They really did the school proud and it was an exceptional 
performance; thank you to all who supported our choirs. On Wednesday we had the 
Key Stage 1 Carol concert which was a brilliant occasion; the children did really well and 
we are so proud of how they performed. We had children perform in Miss. Gardiner’s 
Gross Motor Skills group which was Christmas themed. It was lovely to see the children 
performing and able to show all they had learned throughout the term in their gross 
motor skills development. Lastly, I would like to personally thank all of the parents for 
your continued support throughout the term. Wishing you all a restful break over the 
Christmas period. I am looking forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready for 2020.

A few words from the new head of student welfare 
Sarah Pittaway
AUTUMN TERM HIGHLIGHTS
As we near the end of a long, busy Autumn Term I wanted to 
personally thank you all for your support.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my first term at SMSJ, with particular highlights 
for me being the solemnity of Remembrance marked with 
a bugler on all three campuses; the ambitious production 
of ‘The Crucible’; our Open Days for prospective Year 7 and 
Year 12 students and finally our Christmas Carol Services 
in the last week of term. All of these events take place in 
the midst of much hard work from our students guided 
by incredibly dedicated teachers and I feel very proud and 
blessed to have become a member of the SMSJ family.

SPRING TERM REMINDERS 
A few reminders in preparation for the Spring Term:  may I ask you to use the opportunity 
of the Christmas break to ensure that your child has the correct uniform (in the right size 
if they have grown) for their return in January.  Students return to school on Wednesday 
8th January 2020 and need to arrive by 8.40am when the school gates shut for a normal 
school day. Please carefully note our holiday dates, which can be found on the school’s 
website under ‘Information - Term Dates’, as we will not authorise absence outside of 
these dates for incorrectly booked holidays.  If you have not yet signed up for ‘Classcharts’ 
please make sure you sign up over the Christmas break as it is an excellent tool to enable 
you to support your child and check their progress at school:  https://www.classcharts.
com/account/login.  There are also a few places left on our PGL trips and so please do 
get in touch if you have not yet booked your child’s place.

A PLEA TO LET HARD–WORKING CHILDREN REST!
Finally, I end with a plea that our very hard-working children should be allowed to enjoy 
a proper rest over the Christmas holidays and some quality time with their friends 
and families. This term is particularly hard for our new Year 7s, who have had to make 
the transition from primary to secondary school, and also for Year 11 students who sat 
their mock examinations. Year 12 students will be revising for their first set of mock 
examinations but please do remind them to take regular breaks and to make sure they 
still make the most of the festive season.  

Thank you for your support and commitment to SMSJ this 
term; we look forward to continuing to work positively 
with all parents and carers next year. As we approach 
Christmas and New Year, may I take this opportunity 
on behalf of all the staff at SMSJ, to wish you and your 
family a very happy and peaceful holiday.
Sarah Pittaway

20th DECEMBER 2019

UPCOMING DATES

6TH & 7TH 

JANUARY

Staff INSET day, school 
closed for students Day

8TH 

JANUARY

Students return to School

Please check the website for 
calendar updates

http://www.smsj.barnet.sch.
uk/428/full-calendar

SMSJ CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Thank you to all those members of the school 
community who supported at the Christmas Fayre. 
There was a fantastic festive feeling at the fayre and a 
fabulous range of stalls including the opportunity to 
visit Father Christmas. The fayre raised £1,052.14 in just 
90 minutes. 

SMSJ SCHOOL CHOIRS
Thank you to the The Neale House, Bennett House 
and Stamford Raffles choirs and the staff/parent choir 
who performed beautifully at this year’s various Carol 
Concerts. 

Bennett House choir also performed beautifully at the 
Salvation Army Concert at Middlesex University which 
was raising money for Lucy’s Air Ambulance.

ENGLISH NATIONAL ATHLETICS
On the 13th of July I went to Birmingham for English 
schools athletics competition. On the first day of the 
competition me and Bradley went to the officials to 
get our timetable for our races. At 4:30pm I had my 
race for the junior boys 300 metres.  I was in lane 1 (the 
hardest lane) and I was competing against my rivals.  

I came second place in the heats and then the next 
day of the competition I had the finals which was at 
5:30. I was in lane 8 for the finals and I came 5th place. 
I was very happy because it was my first year at the 
competition and I ran a very good race. 

In my time leading to nationals I went to my first 
competition at Finsbury Park in which I came first 
in my 200 metres and I ran 24.63. I found fitness the 
most challenging as my endurance was not very good 
before I started. With the help of my coach I improved. 

After reflecting on the day I want to be more focused 
for the next nationals. 

written by Ernest Barnes

Our very own Year 10, Ella attended 
the Royal Television Society Awards 
as she was nominated for Best 
Breakthrough Act.

She made the final 4 but didn’t win overall - however 
the other young actors were hugely talented and she 
was honoured to be held in the same category!

ON A NATIONAL STAGE

A FEW THANK YOUS

SMSJ is delighted to be working with the Franklin Scholars 
Programme. The Franklin Scholars beacon programme 
works closely with Secondary schools over a year long 
programme supporting cohorts of older students (The 
Franklin Scholars) to become better learners whilst they 
tutor, mentor and support younger students. 
 

The programme is designed to match the Franklin 
Scholars with younger students and set them up to 
lead weekly sessions that combine group activities, 1:1 
academic support (literacy and numeracy focus areas 
available) and 1:1 mentoring.

The programme helps to develop character, including 
resilience and confidence, in the young people involved. 
In addition, our programme allows older students 
to engage in a meaningful social action project by 

volunteering one hour of their time each week (relevant to the Gatsby Benchmarks and 
to the Five Foundations for character Education). 

The four main aspects of the Franklin Scholars  
Programme are: 
Recruit: We recruit Franklin Scholars through applications and interviews. Mentees are 
referred by teachers.
Train: Franklin Scholars, mentees and staff Programme Leaders each receive targeted 
training from our team.
Support: Pupils and staff have our year-round, on demand support with professional 
resources, regular contact, visits and events.
Connect: We connect pupils & staff with opportunities and events to raise aspirations 
and ensure on-going development and long-term impact.

STUDENT WELFARE

NURSERY – YEAR 6

FRANKLIN SCHOLARS

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

BUSY TERM FOR YEAR 12
SMSJ YEAR 12 
DEATH & DYING 
CONFERENCE
 
Year 12 benefited from visiting speakers: 
Fr Philip & Rev Julie, and Mr Papasavva 
delivering talks on topics surrounding 
death and dying this term.  Students 
considered big questions surrounding 
end of life care, personal experiences of 
death and how we face death.  It was 
an intense trio of sessions, which gave 
pupils opportunities to speak about an 
infrequently discussed topic. 

Feedback was positive and we intend to 
repeat the Drop Down Day next year.  
 

GREAT 
OPPORTUNITIES
YEAR 12 have had a busy term. 

Highlights include: getting the chance 
to question judges at the Royal Courts 
of Justice; asking some really probing 
questions & getting some really 
interesting answers at the Financial 
Times’ offices; getting stuck into some 
Engineering at Ramboll headquarters; 
enjoying a workshop on teamwork 
skills by Investin Education; and taking 
a Sixth Form Mindfulness workshop 
training programme building up their 
awareness and attention. 

Congratulations to our 
Jack Petchey Speak Out 
finalists. Great oracy 
skills all round!

Vehicle Access Neale House Campus
Please not that from January, there will be no vehicle access or exit to or from our Neale 
House Campus between the following times:
8:30am - 9:00am
3:00pm - 3:30pm
Blue Badge holders will be required to be drop off or pickup outside of these times.
 
 
Change to Break and Lunch times at our Bennett House Campus
We are improving the dining and break experience for our students next term. Split 
lunch and breaks will facilitate each year group having more time and space during 
their social time.
 
Our canteen will be open over a longer period ensuring our students have greater access 
to nutrition and hydration over a longer period of time. I will write to you in the new term 
to let you know how it has been received.

Congratulations to our 
Year 8 team who came 3rd 
in the Junior Entrepreneur 
Competition at Middlesex 
University.

Congratulations to our 
Year 8 girls team who 
came 2nd in the Barnet 
Indoor Athletics

IMPORTANT NOTICES


