
Dear Parents and Carers

We are now just past the mid-point of 
the school year and we are also half 
way between Christmas and Easter. 
Wednesday 26th February will be Ash 
Wednesday and we will be marking 
that in school with services for each 

year group in school where Ashes will be received. The 
themes of Lent feel particularly appropriate for us as a 
school community, given that we are at this half way 
point.

When receiving the ashes, we often hear the words ‘Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel’. We are 
invited to look back and to recognise the ways in which 
we have strayed away from the best version of ourselves, 
the version that God created and can always see. The 
tradition of Lent is not about ‘beating ourselves up’ for 
our failings. Far from it. We are only human, we will all get 
things wrong and God loves us anyway. Instead, we are 
asked in Lent simply to acknowledge the truth that we 
have all done things which are not good and to commit to 
action to make positive changes, through prayer, fasting 
and charitable giving.

In an age where so many, particularly our young people, 
feel great pressure to present a perfect image of their lives 
through social media it is refreshing for us to be able to be 
honest with each other and admit that we are not perfect. 
It is great too, for us to think about how we can support 
each other in the positive actions we each intend to take 
during this season in order to re-set some bad habits and 
make up for ways we may have hurt ourselves or others. 
It is my experience that all members of our community, 
whatever their own personal belief or spirituality, really 
respond to and appreciate this Christian tradition.

Looking back, we marked Holocaust Memorial day 
in school and in the local community. Two students 
accompanied Ms Field, Head of Humanities to Bergen-
Belson concentration camp in Germany. The assemblies, 
the service and the visits are very thought provoking, 
reminding us of the terrible events of the Second World 
War and calling us to be vigilant against intolerance, 
discrimination and hate.

We will be holding our parent forums again in the next 
half term and I look forward to meeting with you then. 
The dates are as follows;
Monday 16th March Stamford Raffles Campus @5.00pm
Thursday 19th March Neale House Campus @8.40am 
@5.00pm

IIt only remains for me to wish you all a restful half term 
and I look forward to an equally successful half term 
ahead.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Serrão

In Year 6 we have been working on writing a diary entry which utilises both past and 
present tenses. Typically, diary entries are written in past tense as a form of recounting 
information; however, we wanted to do more than simply recount information.  We 
encouraged our students to be more imaginative by writing diary entries using a mixture 
of past and present tense to help our readers feel as if they are in the same situation as 
them (the author). Below are some incredible extracts from a few of our year 6 students. 
We are so proud of all our aspiring writers! 

Last night I took a wrong turn. The weather is very bad and it is hard to walk through 
and there is fog. I feel devastated. I don’t know what I was thinking coming to the frozen 
wasteland. Could I die? Now I remember why I am here, to find my old Professor Orit who 
disappeared 23 years and 5 months ago. Travelling to the North Pole was a gruelling 
task. David Majer

A piercing army ambushed me with the most obscure force - pity and tranquillity 
manoeuvred their way down my spine and oscillated my soul. Who knew the wind 
had such capabilities to drastically decrease my pace, making every stride a struggle. 
Secluded with only my thoughts, engulfed in misfortune, marooned with remorseless 
anguish, I pugnaciously fought through the harsh snow. Was I really going to find him 
here? The man who I turned to when there was no one there to support me. What 
am I doing here in this frozen desert of snow and ice? What was I thinking facing 
these insurmountable challenges, perilous obstacles and treacherous conditions - 
abandoning the city I cherished? This all led to my old Professor Orit. Khaled Arikat

As the bleak tempest enclosed upon me, the frigid icing sugar crept rapidly up my pale 
flesh, encasing my pastel skin - craving the blood inside. My gloved digits clasped the 
ebony trekking pole as a frosted epee penetrated my skin, momentarily freezing the 
blood inside.  
The end must be close now - what have I done, venturing to this forsaken wasteland at 
the top of the world, that is littered with the many carcasses of massacred climbers? 
Frost clung onto their pale skin which was once embroidered with blood. My old 
professor Orit was like family to me, but is he just another one of the deceased laying 
on this frozen earth? At 23 degrees and 5 minutes, I currently stand, anticipating the 
salvation from this frozen prison. The paroxysm of fear spread expeditiously through 
my physique, as I intently waited for the sight of the man I was bereaved of 23 years 
and 5 months ago. The man whose distrust in words was only equalled by his trust in 
numbers. My old Professor Orit. Alfred Henney

Our Year 6 Students learning about mountaineering equipment

On Thursday 6th February the Origin 
Dance Company which consisted of 
Year 3 and Year 4 students performed 
during ‘An Evening of Dance’ at Stamford 
Raffles Campus. Despite feeling nervous 
beforehand they took to the stage like true 
professionals and amazed the audience 
with a truly magical performance based on 
‘The Wizard of Oz.’ After the performance 
the initial reaction of the students was 
“Can we do it again?” They will get that 
chance when they perform at the Barnet 
Dance Festival next month. 
Mr Rowe and Miss Brewster 

“It was a truly inspiring and uplifting event and the quality and range of performances 
were stunning! I am really pleased to see that performing arts is so highly valued at 
SMSJ and is going from strength to strength. Well done!” 
Parent of a Year 8 Performer.

The Junior Travel Ambassador Team and Bike-It teams have been chosen! The aim of the 
teams is to get as many people travelling to school safely by walking, cycling or scooting 
and leaving the car parked at home. We have launched our poster competition where 
every child on Neale House Campus has been encouraged to design a poster around the 
theme of ‘Walk it!, Bike it! Scoot It!’ to begin promoting our drive for a greener, healthier 
SMSJ.  Entries must be submitted to Mr Murtagh in Fonteyn 3 by February 26th and 
there will be a prize for the winner in each year group including Reception, with winning 
entries to be entered into the Barnet regional finals. So put your thinking caps on and 
reach for those felt tips, coloured pencils and YOU could be a winner! 

In Year 5, we have been learning about what life was like for children living in London, 
and the surrounding areas, during The Great War in preparation for our students to write 
diary entries taking on the role of a child during the Great War. Our students produced 
some incredible pieces, really encompassing what life would have been like for them 
during such a troublesome and devastating time in British history.  We have included 
some small extracts from a selection of diary entries across the year so you can get a feel 
of how well our students illustrated how a child may have felt during WWI. We are so 
proud of all the pieces our students produced! 
 
The war is going on for too long, when will it stop? I am anxious to know what will 
happen to me and my friends. Dad might have to go to war. 
I can’t stand the sounds from the guns. I don’t want dad to kill people, they have a life 
like me. Helina Ratna

This morning, when I woke up with shivers running down my spine, I turned around and 
saw my family photo on the wall. I remembered the good times, when the war didn’t 
exist.  Geo Jung
 
War is horrible, lots of people are dying. Bombs are exploding. I’m freaked out. I can’t 
stand going to school. I keep thinking that I’m going to be next. Sindi Tola
 
Early in the morning, I woke up to the loud noise of the bombs crashing down into the 
ground. I heard distant screams in pain and terror! Aleyna Anayiotos
 
This morning, at 6:00 am, I woke up and peaked through my window to see fog 
everywhere. I heard gunshots, planes and also saw dead bodies everywhere. It was a 
war...but not a war...a World War! Zineddine Bensaibi

We have had a very busy half term in Lower Key Stage 2. In Year 3, children have been 
learning about money in Maths and reading and producing written pieces related to The
Hippocrump in their English lessons. In RE, children have been answering the question, 
‘Why did Jesus teach the Lord’s Prayer as the way to pray?’

In Year 4, children have been learning about fractions and times tables, as well as creating 
written pieces inspired by Peter Pan: Shadow in a Drawer and the poem ‘Leisure’ by W.H 
Davies in English. Children have also been learning about Hinduism in RE, exploring the 
question, ‘What is the importance of the symbols, beliefs and teachings in Hinduism?’

Our Reception children now join the rest of NHC in all collective worships and enjoyed 
meeting Reverend Julie who visited each class to talk about what she does and why she 
comes to SMSJ every Tuesday.
In our weekly RE lesson our focus has been on, ‘Why do Christians believe Jesus is special?’ 
and we have learnt about some of the parables and miracles that Jesus performed. The 
story of ‘Feeding the 5,000’, caused lots of discussion about how he could feed so many 
people, with only a little bit of food.
We have been learning all about the Solar system and the world they live on, with a 
specific focus on marine animals such as, sharks, octopus, seahorse and dolphins.

Did you know a starfish can regrow one of its limbs? Or that an octopus has three hearts?
Just some of the interesting facts we have learnt over recent weeks.
There has been some super progress with reading and writing linked to both topics this 
half term.
Home learning has been linked to our two focus topics and there have been some 
fantastic posters/ dioramas and 3d rockets - thank you as always for your support with 
these.
We celebrated Chinese New Year across the year group and we had some supportive 
parents who came in to speak to the class about how they celebrate as a family.

Our Nursery children are growing in independence and confidence. They  have been 
learning about the Gruffalo and there has been lots of creative and some fantastic 
retelling of the story. They are developing their awareness of characters and sequence 
in a story.

14th FEBRUARY 2020

UPCOMING DATES

24TH 

FEBRUARY
Students return to school 
after half term

27TH 

FEBRUARY
Primary Cross Country

3rd 

MARCH
SMSJ celebrates World 
Book day (2 days early)

Please check the website for 
calendar updates

http://www.smsj.barnet.sch.
uk/428/full-calendar

YEAR 6

YEAR 5

YEAR 3 & 4

KEY STAGE 1

AN  EVENING OF DANCE

HEAD OF PRIMARY 

WALK IT! BIKE IT! SCOOT IT!

Simon Atkinson – Head of Primary School 

I am delighted to be joining SMSJ as Head of Primary 
School after the half term holiday.  I’m moving from 
St Stephen’s School in Westminster where I have 
been headteacher since 2015.  I have been spending 
some time with the primary leadership team over 
recent weeks and am eager to get to know the staff, 
children and parents too.   I am really looking forward 
to being part of the team at SMSJ and working in 
partnership to make SMSJ Primary the best it can be. 

WORLD BOOK DAY IS COMING SOON!

On Tuesday 3rd of March 2020, we will celebrate World Book Day. To ensure that all 
students and teachers can join in on this celebration, we are holding it two days before 
the official day of Thursday the 5th of March as we are also taking part in our exciting 
PGL trip.  

To celebrate World Book Day, children are invited to dress up as their favourite character 
and bring their favourite book to school.  

We will take part in the exciting and important SHARE A STORY FOR 10 MINUTES TODAY 
campaign to get everyone sharing stories from breakfast to bedtime on World Book Day 
and beyond. Reading with your child now can have long-lasting benefits for their future 
and, because we know how busy you are, the great news is that reading together for 
JUST 10 MINUTES a day can make all the difference. 

Here are some fun and easy ways to join in:

• Find 10 minutes on World Book Day and every day to read with your child. It doesn’t 
just have to happen at bedtime – reading and sharing stories can happen anywhere at 
any time.
• Visit your local bookshop and help your child choose their FREE World Book Day book 
with their £1 book token.
• Why not play the fun ‘Are You A Share A Story Reading Star?’ game with your child? 
Play online or download a copy of the game at worldbookday.com/reading-stars and 
have fun collecting your stars and discovering all the exciting ways you can share stories 
together.
• Choose a book at your local library to read together – join the library and start a new 
habit of visiting the library on a regular basis.

For lots of ideas on how you can make story time fun as well as advice on sharing stories 
with your little ones and encouraging a lifelong love of reading, visit www.worldbookday.
com. Please also find the recommended reading list on the Literacy tab on the SMSJ 
website or find a list of the top 100 stories to share on the World Book Day website.  

Please ensure your child has a book that they enjoy reading as part of their equipment 
every day; students need their book for vital reading time during PAM.  A love of reading 
is one of life’s greatest gifts so happy reading together and happy World Book Day!  

The more you enjoy reading a book, the more the child you’re sharing it with will too. My 
biggest tip is to cosy-in for the moment and go at the pace of the child… stories, like life, 
are more fun when you slow down and savour the journey.”
RACHEL BRIGHT, AUTHOR OF THE SQUIRRELS WHO SQUABBLED

Please do not hesitate to get in contact with me if you have any questions regarding 
your son/daughter’s progress in Reading.  

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Yours faithfully,

Meral Gulderen
Head of Literacy 

FREE TENNIS CLUB
Want your child to have fun, get fit, make friends and 
develop great character skills like listening, respect 
and teamwork?

Tennis is an amazing sport that does all this AND 
adds years to your life; 9.7 years according to the 
Copenhagen City Heart Study!

At TopShotTennis, the only LTA registered floodlit 
tennis club in Hendon, we’ve been helping children and adults get the most out of tennis 
for 5 years now and been delivering great after school tennis clubs for SMSJ.

Many of the students go on to play in our weekend programme and play team tennis 
for us, beating many other clubs in Barnet. Their parents sometimes join in our sessions 
as well; it’s like a tennis family especially at our Halloween and Christmas floodlit tennis 
parties.

We are the only tennis club in Hendon offering junior team tennis and most of our teams 
are made up from SMSJ kids, they love representing us and playing real matches!

We’re based at Middlesex University Sports Campus with loads of free, easy parking and 
are offering SMSJ students and parents FREE tennis at our club until the end of April. 

Spaces will be limited, but it’s absolutely FREE.

Just bring a water bottle and energy, we’ll do the rest for you, absolutely FREE!

Message us on facebook: www.facebook.com/TopShotTennis.net
Email us at: jonty@topshottennis.net
Call us at: 07956 524428

Positive Activities Holiday Project is back 
for the first half term of 2020!!
We will be running nine great courses for the February Half Term. We have a great range 
for you to choose from Website Design, Arts & Crafts, Squash, Radio Production and 
Creative Writing just to name a few. Please see below for the full list.
2020 February Half Term Programme: -
February Half Term Fun and games with Performing Arts and Maths (Ages 5-8): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13896
February Half Term Arts &amp; Crafts (Ages 7-11) : -
 https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13890
February Half Term Circus Skills (Ages 12-18): -
 https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13894
February Half Term Rithmik Radio Production (Ages 12-19): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13889
February Half Term Squash Tots (Ages 2-6): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13891
February Half Term Squash Juniors (Ages 7-11): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13892
February Half Term Squash Seniors (Ages 12-18): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13893
February Half Term Website Design (Ages 8-12):-
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13897
February Half Term - A Thousand Different Stories (Ages 11-15): -
https://www.barnetyouth.uk/course_detail.aspx?id=13895
To apply, open one of the weblink’s above, click on enrol and complete the application 
process. Then wait for your application status to change from “Pending” to “Shortlisted 
(meaning your child or young person has been offered a place and you can now make 
payment). 

For a full list of the activities we provide including our term time provision, visit the Barnet 
Youth website www.barnetyouth.uk.
If you have any issues with the online application, please contact the contact centre on 
020 8359 3100  who will be able to help with any enquiries including any requests to 
complete a “consent for/application form”.
The application closing date is Friday 14 th  February 2020!! Also attached is the timetable 
for the Spring Term 2020.
 
Kind Regards
Positive Activities Team

COMMUNITY NOTICES

WORLD BOOK DAY

FEBRUARY HALF TERM CYCLING COURSES

Barnet Council with Cycle Confident are 
providing FREE cycle skills courses 
for children over February half term.  
Complete beginner courses, intermediate off-road 
courses and on-road courses are all running from 
Hendon Park.
Training is in small groups with 2 fully qualified 
instructors.

BOOK NOW

CYCLE
CONFIDENT

www.cycleconfident.com/courses/child-group
Places are limited so for more info or to book, visit

or call 020 303 16730

“  “Thanks to all
of your fantastic 
instructors for helping 
my son gain a skill we 
have been trying to 
accomplish for months.
You gave him a lot of 
confidence and taught 
him brilliantly.”Barnet parent

Hendon Park  (no bikes available) 
Learn to Ride (4 yrs +)
10.00 - 11.00 am:
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st February

Intermediate (7 yrs +) 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm:
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st February

On Road (9 yrs +) 
1.30 pm - 3.30 pm:
17th - 20th February

Advanced On Road (11 yrs +) 
1.30 pm - 3.30 pm:
21st  February

(Some bikes available to borrow) 
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PARENT FACTSHEET – JANUARY 2020 

10 tips to stay safe online 
Not sure what advice to give your child? Our pointers have got you covered. 

 

1. You should only talk to people you know and trust in real life – anyone can pretend to be 
a child online 

2. If you do talk to people you don’t know, don’t give away personal information – like what 
street you live on or where you go to school, or share your location with them. Say no to 
any requests they send you for images or videos of yourself, and stop talking to them 

3. Set your profiles to private, to limit what others can see 

4. Be ‘share aware’ – think carefully about what you share and with who. Once it’s out there, 
you’ve got no control over what the other person does 
with it. Remember, it’s illegal to take, share or view 
sexual images of under-18s, full stop 

5. Be mindful of your digital footprint. What you post 
online now could come back to bite you later, like 
when applying for jobs, college or university 

6. If you see something upsetting, or someone bullies 
you, tell an adult you trust 

7. Be aware that people will try to make their lives look more exciting online. There’s a lot 
people can do with photo editing to make their photos look better. So don’t assume 
everything you see is a true to life representation 

8. Watch out for hoaxes and scams, like messages you’re meant to forward on or that ask 
you for payment details or your password 

9. Take any content that glamorises gang lifestyles with a very large pinch of salt – it’s not 
as glamorous as it looks. Be wary of schemes promising easy cash for receiving and 
transferring money too, they’re almost definitely criminal activity 

10. Watch out for loot boxes or other parts of games where you pay money to take a chance 
on getting a reward – you can get sucked into spending lots of money on them 

Don’t feel confident starting a conversation with your child about what they’re up to online? Read 
this advice from the NSPCC: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/talking-child-online-safety  

Further information 

This factsheet was produced by Safeguarding Training Centre from The Key: www.thekeysupport.com/safeguarding 

 ‘Ban kids from loot box gambling in games’, BBC News, 12 September 2019 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-49661870 

 ‘Rescue and Reponse county lines project: strategic assessment 2019, Greater London Authority 
https://www.london.gov.uk/mopac-publications/rescue-and-response-pan-london-county-lines-service 

 Home, Money Mules 
https://moneymules.co.uk/ 

 Share Aware resources for schools and teachers, NSPCC Learning (scroll down to the parent’s leaflet in the grey box)  
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/schools/share-aware-teaching/ 

 Sexting in schools and colleges, UK Council for Internet Safety 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexting-in-schools-and-colleges 


