
Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum Overview 

Our Vision 

MFL at St Mary’s and St John’s Church of England School 

At SMSJ our vision is that all students develop the skills and confidence to consider themselves as all-round 
global citizens who are able to serve one another in a multicultural, mutually respectful world. We aim to 
support our students to understand other countries and cultures so that they can be more open and adaptable 
to new experiences in order to prepare students for a rapidly changing world. 

At SMSJ we ensure that each topic contains an element of cultural reference. The department develops an 
awareness of cultural differences within society in order that we can build a hope filled future where young 
people celebrate diversity. In light of our commitment to wisdom we aim to develop strong, lifelong linguistic 
skills and to foster pupils’ curiosity as well as deepening their understanding of both the world around them 
and their own language.  Ultimately, we want our students to have a love for languages, and aim to achieve 
this by nurturing a linguistic curiosity and an intrinsic motivation to explore and respect other cultures and 
people.  

 

What knowledge and skills will be taught? 

 

At SMSJ the MFL curriculum across Key Stage 3 and 4 provides students with the opportunity to study a 

wide range of language, increasing their knowledge of vocabulary and set phrases while at the same time 

building their understanding of structures and how language works. This is achieved through the study and 

development of written and spoken language. Students are able to express their opinions on a variety of topic 

areas relevant to their everyday lives. Skilful application occurs when students can articulate their ideas either 

verbally or written through authentic use of the language they have studied. Students are also able to develop 

the concept of being a global citizen by increasing their understanding of the cultures where the language is 

spoken. 

In Year 7 students will focus on understanding and expressing descriptions and opinions. Grammatical 
knowledge will be built upon with key structures to each topic, such as adjectives and time, alongside a study 
of knowledge which is transferable and relevant for future learning such as opinions and verb conjugation. 
Continual skill development will occur through the inclusion of the four key areas of listening, speaking 
reading and writing. Students will make links between these areas to develop their understanding of how 
languages work.  

In Year 8 students will focus on understanding and expressing events and opinions. Grammatical knowledge 
will be built upon with key structures to each topic, such as comparatives, alongside a study of knowledge 
which is transferable and relevant for future learning such as past and future tense. Continual skill 
development will occur through the inclusion of the four key areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  

In Year 9, Year 10 and 11 students will study all the 8 units as prescribed by the AQA exam board for GCSE. 
They will focus on understanding and expressing descriptions and opinions. Grammatical knowledge will be 
built upon providing reinforcement from KS3, alongside understanding and application of more complex 
structures and verb conjugation. A range of skills within these key areas will be developed throughout each 
unit with repeated practice. Each assessment will focus on a particular exam skill element usually a 
productive skill as these are commonly the hardest for students. This allows students and teachers to see 
particular areas of strength and areas to work on in terms of knowledge, understanding and skill. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7  

 Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer  

French  ● Talking about likes 
and dislikes. 

● Describing 
yourself. 

● Talking about 
others. 

● Describing a 
musician. 

● Talking about 
television 
programs, reading 
books and films. 

● Talking about the 
internet. 

● Talking about what 
you did yesterday 
evening. 

● Talking about school 
subjects. 

● Giving opinions and 
reasons. 

● Describing your school 
day. 

● Talking about food 
● Talking about 

computers and mobiles. 
● Talking about what 

sport you play and what 
free time activities you 
do. 

● Describing what other 
people do. 

● Saying what you did in 
Paris. 

● Saying when you did 
things. 

● Understanding 
information about a 
tourist attraction. 

● Saying where you went 
and how. 

● Asking questions in the 
perfect tense. 

● Talking about 
personality. 

● Talking about 
relationships. 

● Talking about music, 
clothes, and your 
passion. 
 

 
● Describing where 

you live, and your 
home. 

● Talking about meals. 
● Discussing what food 

to buy. 
● Talking about an 

event. 
● Talking about talent 

and ambition. 
● Encouraging 

someone. 
● Rehearsing for a 

contest. 
● Saying who is the 

best, the worst , the 
least. 

 

 

Spanish ● Introducing 
yourself 

● Talking 
● about your 

personality  
● Talking about age, 

brothers and 
sisters 

● Talking about your 
birthday  

● Using numbers and 
the alphabet 

● Talking about your 
pets 

● Saying what you 
like to do  
Saying what you 

● Saying what subjects 
you study 

● Giving opinions about 
school subjects 

● Describing your school 
● Describing your family 
● Using possessive 

adjectives. 
● Describing your hair 

and eye colour 
● Using verbs ser and 

tener. 
● Describing where you 

live 
● Using the verb estar (to 

be) 
● Saying what you use 

your phone for 

● Saying what food you 
like 

● Using a wider range of 
opinions 

● Ordering a meal 
● Discussing what to buy 

for a party 
● Using the near future 
● Arranging to go out 
● Using me gustaría + 

infinitive 
● Talking about clothes 
● Saying ‘this/these’ 



do in your spare 
time 

● Describing the 
weather 

● Talking about what 
sports you do 

● Talking about a 
past holiday 

● Using the preterite 
of ir 

● Saying what you 
did on holiday 

● Saying what your 
holiday was like 

 

● Saying what type of 
music you like 

● Giving a range of 
opinions 

● Talking about TV 
● Using the comparative 
● Saying what you did 

yesterday 

 

Year 8 

 

French  ● Talking about 
facebook. 

● Giving opinions 
about someone. 

● Arranging to go 
out. 

● Describing a dare 
and a music event. 

● Learning parts of the 
body. 

● Talking about sports. 
● Talking about healthy 

eating. Making plans to 
get fit. 

● Describing levels of 
fitness. 

● Describing jobs. 
● The importance of 

learning a language. 
● Saying what you used 

to do. 
● Discussing your future 

and your past. 
● Talking about your job. 

● Discussing holidays 
● Imagining adventure 

holidays. 
● Talking about what 

you take with you on 
a holiday. 

● Visiting a tourist 
attraction. 

● Discussing what you 
are allowed to do. 

● Explaining what is 
important for you. 

● Talking about things 
to buy. 

● Describing what 
makes you happy. 

 

 

Year 9 

 

French ● Describing people 
● Talking about 

socialising and 
family 

● Talking about 
social networks 

● Describing a day 
out using perfect 
tense 

● Discussing role 
models using 
present and perfect 
tenses together 

● Talking about 
sports technology, 
discussing music, 
TV programmes 

● Talking about food and 
meals, describing your 
daily life, shopping for 
clothes using polite 
language describing 
family celebrations 
festivals and traditions. 

● Talking about 
weather and 
transport. Describing 
your town asking the 
way. 

● Describing a region. 
Talking about your 
district. Discussing 
what to see and do. 
Discussing plans and 
the weather. 

● Describing 
community projects. 



talking about a 
night out with 
friends. 

 

Spanish  Describing people 

 Talking about 
socialising and 
family 

 Talking about social 
networks 

 Using para with 
infinitives 

 Making 
arrangements 

 Using the present 
continuous 

 Talking about 
reading preferences 

 Describing 
relationships 

 Using ser and estar 
 

 Describing your school 

 School rules and 
uniform 

 Super curricular 
activities 

 Past, present and future 
tenses 

 

 Talking about TV 
programmes and 
films 

 Comparing different 
festivals 

 Describing a special 
day 

 Ordering in a 
restaurant 

 Talking about a 
music festival 

 Describing 
mealtimes 

 Talking about daily 
routine 

 Talking about 
illnesses and 
injuries 

 Asking for help at 
the pharmacy 

 Talking about 
illnesses and 
injuries 

 Asking for help at 
the chemist  

 

 

Year 10 and 11 

 

French 

 Talking about holidays in the past, 
present and future tense. 

 Talking about an ideal holiday. 
Booking and reviewing hotels. 
Ordering in a restaurant. Taking 
about travelling. 

 Buying souvenirs. Talking about 
holiday disasters. 

 Talking about your school, 
comparing schools in UK and 
abroad. Discussing school rules.  

 Discussing healthy living, and vices.  

 Talking about a school exchange. 

 Discussing jobs, career and 
preferences. 

 Talking about hopes and wishes. 
Applying for jobs. Understanding case 
studies. 

 Talking about what makes you tick, 
discussing problems facing the world 
and the environment.  

 Discussing ethical shopping.  

 Talking about volunteering and big 
events. 

 

 



Spanish  Talking about different jobs 

 Discussing job preferences 

 Talking about work experience 

 Talking about the environment. 

 Healthy eating 

 Global issues 

 Past papers  

 Listening, reading, speaking, writing. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Discussing holiday activities and 
weather 

 Revising the present tense of regular 
verbs 

 Talking about a past holiday 

 Using the preterite tense 

 Writing a longer text. 

 Booking accommodation and dealing 
with problems 

 Describing meals 

 Talking about daily routine 

 Describing a special day  

 Ordering in a restaurant 

 Talking about music festival  

 Past paper exam 

 All skills 

 

How do we assess? 

 

Students have to demonstrate language abilities in the 4 communication skill areas of Reading, Listening, 

Writing and Speaking. We aim to include practise for all skills in lessons. Students are assessed at the end 

of the module in at least 2 of the skills ensuring that the 4 skills are assessed on a termly basis. Assessment 

can be teacher create or come from the learning resources we have. For GCSE, we use past exams papers 

and students complete at least 1 full mock GCSE exam each year.  

 

Super Curricular Opportunities:  

 

At SMSJ students are able to study the Mandarin culture in after school clubs at KS3 and 4 and are able to 
learn the Spanish and French culture in detail through lessons and activities.  

 

Home learning and independent practise: 

There are a variety of resources available to practise your languages skills. 

 www.teachitlanguages.co.uk 

www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk 

https://www.practicaespanol.com/ 

https://www.bbc.com 

(Bitesize)! It is great for practising Spanish, French. Students can practise at their own pace. 

http://spanishandumbrellas.com/ 

http://spanish4teachers.org/ 

http://radiolingua.com/ 

https://quizlet.com/en-gb 

http://www.teachitlanguages.co.uk/
http://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/
https://www.practicaespanol.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
http://spanishandumbrellas.com/
http://spanish4teachers.org/
http://radiolingua.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb


https://www.memrise.com/courses/english/spanish/ 

Students can learn different topics of vocabulary in a short amount of time! It uses different techniques to 
help students memorise the words.  
 
https://www.language-gym.com 
Vocabulary games for both Spanish and French are available as well as a section to practise conjugations 
and grammatical elements, Ideal for both GCSE and A-Level. 
 

 

https://www.memrise.com/courses/english/spanish/
https://www.language-gym.com/

