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WELCOME 
Welcome to our 6th Form, where we are committed to academic success within a diverse, 

supportive, nurturing environment. As a Church of England school, we welcome students of all faiths 

and none; an important aspect of our provision being to enable all of our A Level students to develop 

academically and spiritually.  Our school values of Wisdom, Service and Hope are modelled by our 

most senior students who demonstrate for all SMSJ students the importance of applying wisdom in 

our daily actions and living to serve others in the hope of a shared better future. 

  

SMSJ 6th Formers enjoy their studies in an attractive, well-resourced 6th Form-only area overlooking 

a lovely part of Hendon.  With a dedicated 6th Form administrator on hand as well as a Careers and 

Aspirations Manager, our students are well-supported on a day-to-day basis as well as when it comes 

to bespoke, individual advice regarding careers, interview techniques and applications.  Our A Level 

students benefit from specialist teaching and a wealth of super-curricular opportunities to enable 

them to enrich their learning. 

  

From our 6th Form, our students successfully progress to higher education, apprenticeships and 

employment, and in every case our goal is to ensure our students are well-prepared for their next 

steps.  SMSJ students achieve the qualifications necessary for them to progress as well as the 

personal qualities necessary for success: they are resilient, thoughtful and confident individuals who 

will thrive in the future.  As well as achieving their full academic potential, we expect our students to 

develop positive spiritual, personal and moral values to enable them to participate fully in society.  At 

SMSJ, 6th Form students flourish, leaving us as well-rounded, academically studious and purposeful 

individuals ready to embark on the next stage of their journey.  We hope you will be inspired to join 

our SMSJ family for your A Level studies. 

  

Sarah Pittaway 

Head of Secondary 



 

  

SMSJ’s 6th Form was first opened in 2019, 

and over the last two years, we have seen 

our young adults transition into mature, 

independent and versatile students ready 

to step into the modern world of 

employment or higher education. We are 

very proud of all we have achieved in a 

short space of time. 

 

All our prospective 6th Form students will 

be offered pastoral care to guide them 

every step of the way. Undoubtedly, the 

leap from GCSEs to A levels can 

sometimes be challenging, but the staff at 

SMSJ work above and beyond to make 

sure our students feel confident and 

supported at every milestone. We offer 

outstanding A Level teaching, and we 

offer a range of A Levels reflective of our 

diverse cohort.  

 

We have exceptionally high standards, 

inspiring all students to be aspirational 

and ambitious. We are proud to 

announce that this year, we had our first set of A-Level results, with an impressive 88% A*-C pass 

rate. Some of our students have now gone on to study Medicine and many are advancing their 

education at Russell Group universities including Cambridge University.  

 

Our careers and aspiration support has been praised and recognised as a strength due to the tireless 

dedication of our Careers and Aspirations Manager to ensure all students are provided with all the 

different opportunities available to them. Some of the organisations we work alongside are: Oxford 

Horizons, K+ (Kings College), Careers Ready, links with Harrow Independent School and many more. 

 

We understand the importance of enrichment, engaging in extracurricular activities and working for 

our communities. We strongly encourage students to be well rounded and competitive, and we 

promote social, sporting, and recreational activities to help ensure a healthy work/life balance. 

  

We look forward to meeting and welcoming you in person to our Sixth Form.  

  

Ms Ahenkan  

Acting Head of 6th Form.  



 

  



 

  

OUR VISION & VALUES 

Our Christian vision is drawn from Matthew’s gospel which proclaims the Kingdom of God. Jesus teaches his 

disciples about choice, commitment and Christian hope for transformational change.   

His wisdom guides us to acknowledge that wealth is not material but that true wealth is gained from working 

collaboratively for the common good.      

We trust in the loving purposes of God: trusting that the foundations of the world are good because they 

spring from God. Our hope is rooted in the love and faithfulness of God.   

We strive to equip our students with an awareness of the true value of things together with an 

understanding of the consequences of our thoughts, words and actions.    

Christ’s sacrificial life and his teaching about love and humility may appear foolish by the world’s standards 

but, in reality, it expresses the Wisdom of God.  

A fundamental component of our lives at SMSJ is a confident reassurance that all things are possible.  We 

believe that healing, repair, repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation are always possible.   

We embrace innovation and transformation with the conviction that with Christ, every day, every task, every 

situation, every relationship brims with divine possibility. God is always at work in our lives. 

‘…with God, all things are possible’ (Matthew 19:26) 



 

  

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
A-LEVEL COURSES 

With a wide variety of strong, widely-

recognised A-Level courses from 

which to choose, the SMSJ Sixth 

Form curriculum allows your child to 

build a portfolio of excellence, 

demonstrating to university 

admissions tutors and employers a 

depth and breadth of understanding 

across a wide range of fields.  

EPQ 

We offer all our students the 

opportunity to complete an Extended 

Project Qualification (EPQ) during 

their Year 12 Studies. The EPQ is 

a single piece of work that allows 

students to study a subject area in 

depth and develop independent 

research and study skills. Students 

have the ability to chose what they 

base their EPQ on, from creating a 

video game, to analysing a marketing 

campaign. It will require a high level 

of planning, research and 

autonomous working. The project 

should demonstrate ‘extension’ of 

the student’s knowledge and 

understanding of a topic.   

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

As a Church of England School our 

students are expected to engage 

daily with Collective Worship through 

our programme of Pause for Thought 

and community collective worship. 

This enables students to reflect and 

consider core theologically and 

philosophical themes as well as 

engaging with the spiritual, moral 

and philosophical dimensions of 

current affairs. Engagement with 

these resources gives them the 

chance to explore their own beliefs, 

values and spirituality.  Sixth Form 

students will be expected to lead on 

Pause for Thought as well as 

contribute in Collective Worship, 

where appropriate. 

PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION & ETHICS 

Students will take part in drop down 

days focused on topical issues in the 

field of philosophy, religion and 

ethics. These days involve a series of 

workshops, often incorporating 

visiting speakers. Topics covered 

include Religion and Politics in the 

Middle East, Business ethics and 

Matters of Life and Death. 

SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY 

Service is one of our school values 

and we expect all students to 

complete a minimum of two hours of 

service within the school or wider 

community per week. We believe 

these opportunities not only enrich 

the school community but offer 

invaluable experiences that enable 

our Sixth Formers to gain key skills 

that will prepare them for higher 

education and the world of work.   

EXPECTATIONS 

We expect our Sixth Formers to be 

role models for our younger 

students. We expect our Sixth 

Formers  to show respect, dignity 

and have a sense of responsibility. 

We also expect our Sixth Formers to 

be leaders.  In the Sixth Form Centre, 

as well as other study areas, we 

expect students to demonstrate 

good learning habits.   



 

  

Our Sixth Formers will be working 

with young students, supporting 

them in their learning or develop 

their wider skills during enrichment 

activities. On such occasion they 

should encourage younger students 

to do their very best, and to set a 

positive example.     

ORGANISATION AND INDEPENDENT 

LEARNING 

As part of the responsibility that 

comes with being a Sixth Former, it is 

important that students are able 

to organise themselves. While there 

will be a range of support put in 

place for A level students, Sixth form 

students have a greater responsibility 

to manage their own learning.  We 

therefore expect students to work 

hard and be diligent and listen to the 

advice of their PAM or subject 

teacher. They must complete all 

work set either in class or for 

homework, as well as attend any 

additional sessions, when 

required.  It is students responsibility 

to discuss any academic issues with 

their teachers and to ask questions 

when they do not understand or seek 

further assistance when needed.   

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Sixth Formers will be encouraged 

to participate in the Student 

Leadership programme, which 

will provide a wide range of unique 

leadership opportunities. It allows 

students to be involved in school 

governance and to take an active role 

in the running of the Sixth Form. 

Sixth Formers are also encouraged to 

support our younger students 

through programmes such as peer 

mentoring, sports leaders and paired 

reading.   

CULTURE AND COMMUNITY 

At Sixth Form our wider curriculum is 

designed to prepare students for 

university and the world of work. Our 

tailored curriculum will prepare 

students to talk confidently in public 

and social situations, experience a 

range of cultural activities and 

support local, national or 

international charities. A particular 

focus of enrichment will be widening 

students’ access to the huge diversity 

of opportunities London has to offer. 

Throughout their time at Sixth Form 

students have many opportunities 

for trips and experiences within 

London ranging from Museums, 

Theatres, Exhibitions, Concerts, 

Sporting Events and much more.  

SPORT 

Sixth Form students have access to a 

fantastic range of facilities on-site as 

well as off-site facilities. Students 

can participate in a  range of clubs 

and teams, many of them achieving 

success at Borough level.  

In addition we offer a range of 

outdoor education opportunities, 

including the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 

Award Scheme.  Sixth Form students 

will have two hours of PE weekly. 

PERFORMANCE 

SMSJ has a vibrant Performing Arts 

Departments, offering opportunities 

for creative self-expression and 

involvement at every level. At Sixth 

Form, students are encouraged to 

take part in our diverse programme  

of activities throughout the year, 

including whole school productions.  



 

  

SUPERCURRICULAR OFFER 
To get into a top University, it’s not enough just to do well at school. Universities want students who are passionate 

about their subject; think for themselves and who are independent learners. That means that if you’re thinking 

about University, finding out what you’re really interested in and developing that interest is a top priority. This is 

where “super-curricular” activities come in.   

Super-curricular activities are activities that take the subjects you study further, beyond that which your teacher 

has taught you or what you’ve done for homework. You may go into more depth on something you picked up in the 

classroom or learn something new altogether. You can explore your subject in many ways; for example: by reading, 

as well as watching videos online, downloading lectures, visiting museums or entering academic competitions. At 

SMSJ, we have a number of tools and programmes in place in order to boost your Super-curricular learning.  

- Deloitte  
- Credit Suisse 
- PwC  

- Google  
- Investec 
- Europa Capital 

UNIFROG 
As a school we are part of 
the Unifrog programme. Unifrog is 
an invaluable resource used 
to support  our outstanding careers 
offer and to ensure our students get 
the most up to date guidance for 
their next steps.  
Unifrog is a one-stop-shop where 
students can explore their interests, 
then find and successfully apply for 
their best next-step after 
school. Unifrog has a wealth of 
resources available for students, 
including MOOC’s, CV Builder, 
Personal Statement Builder, Special 
Opportunities and much more. 
 
OXFORD HORIZONS PROGRAMME 
Christ Church Oxford Horizons 
Project offers a series of academic 
workshops, study skills, and 
information, advice and guidance 
sessions are offered after school, in 
Barnet. The workshops are given by 
Oxford tutors, junior research 

fellows and graduates, and aim to 
give pupils a taste of the teaching 
and research that take place at the 
University of Oxford. We highly 
recommend that you apply for this 
project, it will provide invaluable 
experience should you wish to study 
at a Russell Group University.   
 
K+ BY KING’S COLLEGE LONDON 
K+ is a two-year programme run by 
King’s College London, which works 
with students between the ages of 
16-18. It’s specifically designed for 
talented youngsters who come from 
communities or families where not 
many people have gone on to 
university education. Success within 
the scheme may earn you a 
reduced university offer to King's 
College London, and would most 
definitely propel your 
UCAS application and aid you to 
stand out from the crowd when 
applying.     

UPTREE 
Uptree is an online professional 
network & careers platform. They 
inspire and motivate young 
people with information on 
different career pathways, whilst 
up-skilling and connecting future 
talent with employers for face to 
face events and opportunities. 
Their mission is to put industry at 
the forefront of careers education 
and for all young people to have 
access to opportunities to connect 
with multiple professionals before 
they leave education.   Over the 
past 2 years, SMSJ students have 
had the opportunity to partake in 
work experience days, skills 
workshops and 
application masterclasses at: 



 

  

STUDENT WELLBEING 
Academic achievement is an overriding principle of the Sixth Form journey, but it is paramount that our students’ 

wellbeing is never neglected during this time. Here at SMSJ, we have fostered a learning environment in which 

mental and physical wellbeing is prioritised at each stage in our students’ journey.  

We offer an extensive range of resources throughout the 2 year course, to help equip students with the tools and 

understanding required to navigate this stage in their lives. Students will be educated in methods for coping with 

exam stress or anxiety, and will be fully aware of the steps to take in order to seek help. 

Each student will be assigned a Pastoral Academic Mentor, who will be there throughout the course of their studies 

to be a primary port of call for all things academic, wellbeing and personal. Students will also be supported by the 

Leadership team and their subject teachers. 

We believe it is of the upmost importance, in addition to students, that parents feel able to communicate openly 

and honestly regarding their child’s emotional and mental wellbeing. We welcome and encourage parents to raise 

concerns as soon as they arise, and will provide extensive support during this time. 

We are fortunate to have an in-house Counselor, Mrs. Castango, available for students to speak with during drop in 

sessions weekly. They are able to freely discuss concerns, and seek advice in a calm and welcoming environment. 



 

  

CAREERS 
Here at SMSJ, we are fortunate to have our very own Careers & Aspirations Manager, Mrs. Phillips.  Mrs. Phillips is  

highly qualified, and has many years experience working in careers guidance and counselling. As a result, we are 

able to offer an extensive, in house career mentoring programme to our Sixth Form students. Being registered 

with the Career Development Institute, Mrs. Phillips’ qualifications mean that in addition to being able to advise 

on all possible post-18 progression routes for students, she is also able to advise on different pathways into 

different careers as well as university degrees.  

 Our students will: 

 Attend employer led careers 

sessions 

 Attend UCAS HE fairs 

 Meet  1:1 with the Careers and 

Aspirations manager to discuss 

Post 18 options 

 Participate in external work 

experience 

 Be supported with the entire 

UCAS application process 

 Have made a sustainable 

decision about what to do at 

ages 17/18 

 Maintain career planning and 

recording skills 

 Be prepared to make the post-

6th Form transition, including 

showing awareness of 

adaptability and resilience skills 

 Have a secure grasp of personal 

financial capability skills related 

to apprenticeships, employment 

and higher/further education 

 Be able to present themselves 

well in applications and 

interviews 

 Have a deep understanding of 

possible implications of 

contemporary issues in careers 

and work for themselves, society 

and the economy 

Over the duration of your studies at SMSJ Sixth Form, our bespoke careers 

programme will support you in the following areas: 

 Post 18 Options Identifying where you are with your plans 

 Careers exploration 

 Changes in the Job Market 

 Personal learning and cognitive skills 

 Money matters 

 Student finance 

 Making applications and covering letters 

 Writing a CV 

 Interview preparation 

 Mock interviews 

 Personal statement writing 

 Interview preparation 

 Mock interviews 

 UCAS Choosing the right course/university 

 Alternatives to HE 

 Applying for a job 

 Apprenticeships 

 Work experience 

 

OFF TIMETABLE DAYS 

Throughout the two year course we will run off timetable days with a 

plethora of activities, often dedicated to promoting careers awareness 

within a particular area. You will be able to speak to Mrs. Phillips to 

request speakers that may be helpful to you. 

CAREER READY 

Throughout the year you will be invited to attend various careers related 

events, such as CareerReady. In this programme, you will be assigned a 

professional mentor to support you during your studies. 



 

  

OXBRIDGE, MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY 

To help prepare students who wish to apply to Oxford and Cambridge universities and medical and dental schools, 

we offer a full support programme that starts in Year 12. 

Students will be identified in October and asked to join the programme. 

Previously, students have attended a number of sessions delivered by Oxford and Cambridge and attended 

seminars run by Harrow Boys’ School. 

The Oxbridge and medical sessions will be led by Mrs. Phillips and guest speakers and consists of workshops on 

critical thinking skills, debating techniques and coping with tricky interview questions without a right or wrong 

answer. In addition, we will lead trips to higher education fairs and university libraries, offer subject support for 

Oxbridge entrance tests and an individual academic mentor will be assigned to each candidate. 

For medicine and dentistry applicants, we will provide a wealth of information and tuition materials for the 

admissions tests known as the BMAT/UKCAT, and we will arrange for external specialists to come in to provide the 

students with mock interview experience. 

OXFORD HORIZONS & K+ PROGRAMME 

Our students are invited to apply to the Oxford Horizons programme and the Kings College University K+ 

Programme in Year 12. Christ Church Oxford Horizons Project offers a series of academic workshops, study skills, 

and information, advice and guidance sessions are offered after school, in Barnet. The workshops are given by 

Oxford tutors, junior research fellows and graduates, and aim to give pupils a taste of the teaching and research 

that take place at the University of Oxford. We highly recommend that you apply for this project, it 

will provide invaluable experience should you wish to study at a Russell Group University.   

Emma, one of our Year 13 Leavers, successfully completed the K+ Programme, and was able to obtain an offer from 

King’s College London to study Law. Emma has detailed her experience on the K+ Programme below: 

“On completing the scheme, you are able to receive a reduced offer to King’s College, and are also able to receive a 

bursary of up to £1000. 

The scheme allowed me to develop skills for the future. By expanding your skill set, you are making yourself stand 

out from the other UCAS applications as well as showing your dedication to your chosen subject area.  

Overall K+ was an invaluable experience, thank you SMSJ!” 



 

  

EXAMINATION RESULTS 

Achieved A*A*A* at A-Level, and earned him-

self a place at the London School of Economics 

(LSE) to study Economics 

SMSJ Sixth Form welcomed our first cohort in September 2019, and achieved our first set of A-Level results in 

2021. We are brimming with pride as our students achieved an exceptional set of A-Level results. Our students 

have already created a legacy of success and resilience as out first Year 13 cohort, and we are excited to continue 

this for years to come. 

Results Table 2021 & Destinations 

Subject A*/A C+ Pass 

Art 25% 75% 100% 

Biology 47% 88% 100% 

Chemistry 22% 89% 100% 

Economics 14% 79% 100% 

English Language & 

Literature 

40% 100% 100% 

English Literature 50% 100% 100% 

Further Mathematics 100% 100% 100% 

History 36% 100% 100% 

Mathematics 41% 82% 100% 

Physics 40% 80% 100% 

Psychology 56% 88% 100% 

Religious Studies 20% 100% 100% 

 University of Cambridge 

 University College London (UCL) 

 London School of Economics (LSE) 

 University of Warwick 

 University of Loughborough 

 Kings’ College London 

 University of Brighton 

 University of Plymouth 

 University of Southampton 

 University of Nottingham 

 University of Birmingham 

 University of Cardiff 

 Brunel University 

 Anglia Ruskin University 

 Queen Mary University, London 

 University of York 

 Degree Apprenticeship Programme 

 



 

  

Achieved A*A*A* at A-Level, and 

earned herself a place at Cambridge 

to study Land Economy 



 

  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
GCSE results usually provide a clear indication of the most suitable pathway for a student to pursue. Making the 

correct decision on your post 16 journey is critical. You need to ensure you are taking courses that match your 

current ability and interests. At SMSJ we want to ensure that all our students succeed in their courses. 

Consequently, we have clear entry criteria for both the Sixth Form and for each subject.  

In order to access our Sixth Form curriculum, students are required to achieve an average point score of at least 

5.5 in their subjects. In addition, students must achieve a 5 in English Language and a 5 in Mathematics. 

Subject  Entry Requirement  

Art & Product Design  6 in Art GCSE , 6 in DT GCSE 
Biology  Triple Science Candidates:  

6 in Biology GCSE, plus 6 in either Chemistry or Physics GCSE.  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  
Combined Science Candidates:  
6,6 in Science GCSE  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  

Business Studies  6 in English GSCE  
5 in Mathematics GSCE  
No requirement to have completed Business GCSE  

Chemistry  Triple Science Candidates:  
6 in Chemistry GCSE, plus 6 in either Biology or Physics GCSE.  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  
Combined Science Candidates:  
6,6 in Science GCSE  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  

Computer Science  6 in Computer Science GCSE  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  

Dance  6 in Dance GCSE  

Drama & Theatre  6 in Drama GCSE  
6 in English GCSE or equivalent proof of performance experience  

Economics  6 in Mathematics GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

English Literature  6,6 in English Language GCSE and in English Literature GCSE  

English Literature & Language  6,6 in English Language GCSE and in English Literature GCSE  

French  6 in French GCSE  

Geography  6 in Geography GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

Government & Politics  6 in History GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

History  6 in History GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

Mathematics  6 in Mathematics GCSE  

Further Mathematics  8 in Mathematics GCSE  

Music 6 in Music GCSE  

Physics  Triple Science Candidates:  
6 in Physics GCSE, plus 6 in either Chemistry or Biology GCSE.  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  
Combined Science Candidates:  
6,6 in Science GCSE  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  

Psychology  6,6 in Science GCSE  
6 in Mathematics GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

Religious Studies  6 in Religious Studies GCSE  
6 in English GCSE  

Sociology  6 in English GCSE  

Spanish  6 in Spanish GCSE  



 

  

 

A-LEVEL COURSES 
With a wide variety of strong, widely-recognised A-Level courses from which to choose, the SMSJ Sixth Form 

curriculum allows your child to build a portfolio of excellence, demonstrating to university admissions tutors and 

employers a depth and breadth of understanding in a wide range of fields. 

 

Students will have a choice of academic A Level courses to study which will lead to entry to any one of the Russell 

Group Universities.  Drawing upon links with Universities and their world-leading research and resources, exploring 

best practices, and combining our own diverse experience in education, we’re setting an example of what’s truly 

possible for secondary school education – one that builds character and academic success. 

 

Although precise programmes of study vary based on the individual, most students will study three A-Level 

qualifications, with Further Mathematics being taken as an additional fourth. In addition to this, a number of the 

most academically inquisitive students will complete the Extended Project Qualification. 

 Art 

 Biology 

 Business Studies 

 Chemistry 

 Computer Science 

 Dance 

 Drama & Theatre 

 Economics 

 English Literature 

 French 

 Geography 

 

 Government & Politics 

 History 

 Mathematics 

 Further Mathematics 

 Music 

 Product Design 

 Psychology 

 Physics 

 Religious Studies 

 Spanish 

 Sociology 

 

SUBJECTS 



 

  

WHERE TO FIND US 

ADMISSIONS 
Our website is constantly updated with the most up to date information regarding Sixth Form events, application 

deadlines and important dates. 

 

Should you wish to receive further information about applying to the Sixth Form here at SMSJ, or should you have 

any questions for our team, please contact Ms Wood-Cain, our Sixth Form Administrator: 

Tel:  020 8202 0026 

E-mail: p.wood-cain@smsj.london. 

Our Sixth Form is located at our Stamford Raffles Campus; 

Stamford Raffles Campus 

Downage 

NW4 1AB 

Telephone: 020 8202 0026 

Email: office@smsj.london 

BY BUS 

The following buses stop along Parson Street, 

or Finchley Lane;  

125, 143, 240, 326, 643, 653 and 683 

 

BY UNDERGROUND 

The nearest tube station to us here at SMSJ is 

Hendon Central Station on the Northern Line. 

It is a 15 minute walk away. 

 

 

BY MAINLINE TRAIN 

The nearest mainline train station is Hendon 

Station. From here, you are able to access 

Radlett, King’s Cross and St Albans. 

SUNNY HILL 

PARK 



 

  



 

  

Stamford Raffles Campus 

Downage 

NW4 1AB 

 

Telephone: 020 8202 0026 

Email: office@smsj.london 



 

  


