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Art and Design
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study Art and Design ?
A level Art allows you to develop an exciting and extensive
range of creative and technical skills. Our Art and Design
course is devised to give you a broad understanding of the
range of possibilities within  creative sector. The course will
allow you to develop your ability to appreciate the visual
world, gain aesthetic understanding, critical judgement and
demonstrate an independence of mind.  

Over the course of two years you will build up a very personal
and continually evolving body of practical work. You will
follow a dynamic course structure that focuses on skill
development, whilst at the same time encouraging the
expression of individual creativity. You will develop a
portfolio that demonstrates and evidences your ability to
develop, refine and communicate your own  ideas and
intentions through  personal outcomes

Course overview
Component:                          Type of assessment        Weighting
Year 1                                         Internally set                      30%
Unit 1: Coursework             Internally marked
                                                    Externally moderated
Year 1                                         Externally Set                     20%
Unit 2: Externally set          Internally marked
assignment (10 hour          Externally moderated
period of focused study)
Year 2                                         Internally Set                      30%
Unit 3: Coursework              Internally marked
(personal study                     Externally Moderated 
1000-3000 words)
Year 2                                         Externally set                      20%
Unit 4: Externally set          Internally marked
assignment                             Externally Moderated
(15 hour period of 
focused study)

Assessment Overview 
All of your work will be assessed against the following
assessment objectives:

    •   Students must develop ideas through sustained and 
         focused investigations informed by contextual and other 
         sources, demonstrating analytical and critical
         understanding.
    •   Students must explore and select appropriate resources, 
         media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing 
         and refining ideas as work develops.
    •   Students must record ideas, observations and insights 
         relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work 
         and progress.
    •   Students must present a personal and meaningful 
         response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, 
         makes connections between visual and other elements.

Each assessment objective contributes towards 25% of your
final mark.

Career Opportunities.
Art A level enables students to pursue you a career within the
creative industry.  Students could develop their skills in art
through a foundation course and consequently a degree
specialising in any number of areas within the arts. Careers
options range from, but are not limited to  Architecture, film
and video production, ceramics and jewellery design, theatre
and television set creation, surface design and printmaking,
textiles and fabric construction, and Museum and gallery
curatorship

The Art course contains a great deal of creative and
symbiotic thinking, research and independent study. It is
viewed highly by all universities and is an acceptable course
for most degrees.

Biology
Examination board: OCR

Why chose to study Biology ?
A Level Biology  will give you an exciting insight into the con-
temporary world of natural science.  It covers the key
concepts of biology,  and practical skills are integrated
throughout the course. This combination of academic
challenge and practical focus makes the prospect of studying
A Level Biology highly appealing. You will learn about the
core concepts of biology and about the impact of biological
research and how it links to everyday life. You will learn to
apply your knowledge, investigate and solve problems in a
range of contexts.

Content Overview               Assessment Overview
Content is split into six      Biological processes        37% of
teaching modules:              01) 100 marks                      total
• Module 1 –                            2 hour 15 minutes             A level
Development of                   written paper
practical skills in                  Biological diversity (02)  37% of
biology                                     100 marks                             total
• Module 2 –                            2 hour 15 minutes             A level
Foundations in biology     written paper
• Module 3 –                            Unified biology (03)          26% of
Exchange and transport    70 marks                               total
• Module 4 –                            1 hour 30 minutes             A level
Biodiversity, evolution      written pape
and disease                            Practical Endorsement   Reported
• Module 5 –                            in biology (04)                    separately
Communication,                  (non exam 
homeostasis and energy   assessment)
• Module 6 – 
Genetics, evolution 
and ecosystems 
Component 01 assesses
content from modules 
1, 2, 3 and 5. 

Component 02 assesses 
content from modules 
1, 2, 4 and 6. 
Component 03 assesses 
content 

Emphasis throughout the course is on increasing knowledge,
developing competence and confidence in practical skills
and problem solving. You will learn how society makes
decisions about scientific issues and how science contributes
to the success of the economy and society.

Assessment
Course is assessed through a wide range of question types
including: multiple choice, short answer and extended
response questions.

There is opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of 
both theory and practical skills through the examinations.  
In addition, you will become competent in: 
•      Following procedures 
•      Applying an investigative approach when using 
       instruments and equipment 
•      Working safely
•      Making and recording observations 
•      Researching, referencing and reporting.

Career Opportunities.
A Level Biology is an excellent base for a university degree in
healthcare, such as medicine, veterinary or dentistry, as well
as the biological sciences, such as biochemistry, molecular
biology or forensic science. Biology can also complement
sports science, psychology, sociology and many more. It can
open up a range of career opportunities including: biological
research, medical, environmental, forensics, sports and
science communication. The transferable skills you will
learn, such as problem solving, are also useful for many
other areas, such as law.
 



Chemistry
Examination board: OCR A

Why chose to study Chemistry ?
Have you ever wondered… Why does ice float?  Why do
people put salt on icy roads?  Why do onions make you cry?
How does aspirin stop pain in your body?  Can you turn lead
into gold? Study A Level Chemistry  to find out the answers.
A Level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the
contemporary world of chemistry. It covers the key concepts
of chemistry and practical skills are integrated throughout
the course. This combination of academic challenge and
practical focus makes the prospect of studying A Level
Chemistry highly appealing. You will learn about chemistry
in a range of different contexts and the impact it has on
industry and many aspects of everyday life. You will learn to
investigate and solve problems in a range of contexts.

Assessment
Course is assessed through a  wide range of question types
including multiple choice, short answer and extended
response questions.  There is an opportunity to demonstrate
your knowledge of both theory and practical skills through
the examinations.

Students are expected,  through a range of experiments, to
display competency in:

    •   Following procedures
    •   Applying an investigative approach when using 
         instruments and equipment 
    •   Working safely
    •   Making and recording observations
    •   Researching, referencing and reporting.

Career Opportunities.
A Level Chemistry is an excellent base for a university degree
in healthcare such as medicine, pharmacy and dentistry as
well as the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, 
pharmacology and analytical chemistry. 

A level Chemistry is a sought after qualification  in  a range 
of careers, including chemical engineering, manufacturing
and pharmaceutical industries and in areas such as
forensics, environmental protection and healthcare. The
problem solving skills are useful for many other areas, too,
such as law and finance.
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Computer 
Science
Examination board: Eduqas

Why chose to study Computer Science ?
Computers are widely used in all aspects of business,
industry, government, education, leisure and the home. 
In this increasingly technological age, a study of computer
science, and particularly how computers are used in the
solution of a variety of problems, is not only valuable to the
learners themselves but also essential to the future 
well-being of the country. 

Computer science integrates well with subjects across the
curriculum. It demands both logical discipline and
imaginative creativity in the selection and design of
algorithms and the writing, testing and debugging of
programs; it relies on an understanding of the rules of
language at a fundamental level; it encourages an awareness
of the management and organisation of computer systems;
it extends the learners’ horizons beyond the school or college
environment in the appreciation of the effects of computer
science on society and individuals. For these reasons,
computer science is as relevant to a learner studying arts
subjects as it is to one studying science subjects. 

Course overview
Component 1: Programming and System Development
    1.   Data structures
    2.   Logical operations
    3.   Algorithms and programs
    4.   Principles of programming
    5.   Systems analysis
    6.   System design
    7.   Software engineering
    8.   Program construction
    9.   Economic, moral, legal, ethical and cultural issues 
          relating to computer science

Component 2: Computer Architecture, Data, 
Communication and Applicationss
    1.   Hardware and communication
    2.   Data transmission
    3.   Data representation and data types
    4.   Organisation and structure of data
    5.   Databases and distributed systems
    6.   The operating system
    7.   The need for different types of software systems 
          and their attributes
    8.   Data security and integrity processes

Component 3: Programmed Solution to a Problem
    1.   Discussion
    2.   Investigation Design
    3.   Prototype
    4.   Post-prototype refinement of design

    5.   Software development
    6.   Testing
    7.   Evaluation

Assessment
Component 1: Programming and System Development
Written examination: 2 hours 45 minutes
40% qualification
Component 2: Computer Architecture, Data, 
Communication and Applications
Written examinations: 2 hours 45 minutes
40% of qualification
Component 3: Programmed Solution to a Problem
Non examined
20% of qualification  

Career Opportunities.
Computer Science will prepare students to study a Bachelor
of Science at University, in any of the following subjects: 
    •   Business Information Systems
    •   Computer and Network Engineering
    •   Computer Science and Software Engineering
    •   Electronic Engineering
    •   Multimedia Computing 
    •   Games Design and Programming

Potential careers include: Website Developer, Games
developer, IT consultant, Virtual Reality developer, 
Artificial Intelligence developer, System developer, and
Multimedia programmer. 

Assessment Overview
Periodic table, elements
and physical chemistry
(01) 
100 marks 
2 hours 15 minutes
written paper
Synthesis and analytical
techniques (02) 
100 marks
2 hours 15 minutes
written paper
Unified chemistry (03) 
70 marks 
1 hour 30 minutes
written paper
Practical Endorsement
in chemistry (04)
(non exam assessment)

37% of
total
A level

37% of
total
A level

26% of
total 
A level

Reported
separately 

Content overview
Content is split into six
teaching modules: 

• Module 1 –
Development of
practical skills in
chemistry 
• Module 2 –
Foundations in
chemistry 
• Module 3 – Periodic
table and energy 
• Module 4 – Core
organic chemistry 
• Module 5 – Physical
chemistry and
transition elements 
• Module 6 – Organic
chemistry and
analysis 

Component 01
assesses content from
modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. 
Component 02
assesses content from
modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. 
Component 03
assesses content from
all modules (1 to 6).
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Drama
and Theatre
Examination board: Eduqas
Course code: 9DR0

Why chose to study Drama and Theatre ?
A level Drama and Theatre allows students to devise, practice
and reflect in order to develop their understanding of theatre,
through exploration of different plays and scripts. The course
provides student with an opportunity to rehearse and perform
to live audiences, as a group, as well as deliver monologues
and duologues. Students will also devise their own original
pieces of drama. There will also be opportunities to visit
theatres to see a variety of performances. 

Course overview

The A Level course is very similarly structured to the GCSE
course, with the added emphasis on the study of influential
theatre practitioners.  Students must complete all three
components successfully:

Component One 40% - Devising 
(Internally assessed – Externally moderated)
Devise an original piece of theatre from a stimulus of a key
extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner.  
    •   Portfolio covering the creating and developing process 
         and analysis and evaluation of this process (75%).  
         A devised performance (25%).

Component Two 20% - Text in Performance 
(Externally examined –  Performance Exam)
Interpreting plays – bringing a performance text from 
“page to stage”

    1. A group performance/design of one key extract from a 
         performance text
    2. A monologue or duologue performance/design from one 
         key extract from a different performance text

Component Three 40% - Theatre  Makers  in  Practice
(Externally examined –  Written Exam 2½ hours)
Section A:  Live Theatre Evaluation   (20 marks)
    •   See a play at the theatre and analyse the performance.  
         Make notes to take into exam (max. 500 words). 
         Answer one extended response question.
Section B:  Page to Stage – Realising a Performance Text
(36 marks)
    •   Answer two extended response questions based on an 
         unseen extract of a performance text you have 
         studied – respond as a performer and a designer
Section C:  Interpreting a Performance Text   (24 marks)
    •   Answer one extended response question based on an 
         unseen named section from their chosen performance 
         text – respond as a theatre-maker (director) and show 
         how the work of your chosen theatre practitioner has 
         influenced your production, and demonstrate your 
         awareness of the original performance conditions of 
         your text.

Career Opportunities.
Completion of this course can lead on to further studies and
employment in a wide variety of fields within the Performing
Arts. Studying Drama also provides knowledge and skills that
can be employed in a wide range of career paths, especially
in the arts, cultural, creative and media industries, and is
very good training for careers which require team-working
and presentational skills e.g. law, business, sales, teaching,
and many more.

Dance
Examination board: AQA 
Course code: 7237

Why chose to study Dance ?
A Level Dance is a dynamic qualification that is both
rewarding and enjoyable. It provides an opportunity for
students to unlock their creative and intellectual potential.
The course is split into two components that encompass,
Performance, Choreography and Critical appreciation. 
The study of professional dance works, within the areas of
study, promotes the integration of theory and practice and
underpins the students’ own approaches to performance
and choreography.

The course has a clear emphasis on independent learning,
self directed research into the professional areas of study as
well as managing rehearsals to support the practical
elements of the course. Dance allows students to develop
transferable skills such as problem solving, contextual
thinking, analysis and greater visual literacy.

Course overview
Component 1: Performance unit, Choreography unit (50%) 
    •   Practical exam
    •   Solo performance linked to a specific practitioner within 
         an area of study
    •   Performance in a quartet
    •   Group choreography

Component 2: Critical Engagement (50%)
    •   Written Exam
    •   Knowledge, understanding and appreciation of a 
         compulsory set work
    •   Knowledge, understanding and appreciation of one 
         other optional set work 
Section A
Short answer questions with a longer essay question on the
compulsory area of study
Section B
Two essay questions on the second area of study/set work

The course is linear where students will sit a formal
examination at the end of the course alongside all the
practical work covered over the duration. 

Assessment overview:

Component:                      Type of assessment         Weighting

Unit 1: Performance       Internally assessed
in a solo                               Externally moderated
                                                                                                   80 Marks
Unit 1: Performance       Internally assessed           50% of
in a quartet                         Externally moderated       A Level  
                                                                                                   
Unit 1: Choreography    Internally assessed           
                                                Externally moderated
                                                
Unit 2: Critical                   Written exam                        Written 
Engagement                       Externally marked              paper 
                                                                                                   2 ½ hours
                                                                                                   100 Marks
                                                                                                   50% of 
                                                                                                   A Level  
                                                    

Career Opportunities.
The course is a valuable starting point for students
considering a career within the creative arts industry as it
promotes enquiry into the historical and social contexts of a
variety of professional works. This area of study allows
students to develop not only technical skills but also the
ability to evaluate, analyse and interpret dance at a deeper
level. Students may continue to study dance at University or
through a Dance conservatoire.



8 9

Economics
Examination board: AQA
Course code: 7136

Why chose to study Economics ?
The economy is a constant source of topical interest and
impacts on all walks of life. If you have ever wondered what
affects the price of goods and why governments make the
decisions that they do, then economics is the subject for
you. Economics studies the behaviour of customers,
companies and governments on a national and international
scale and how these actions are all interlinked. This allows
students to gain a firm understanding on current debates in
the modern world, such as the rationale for government
decisions on interest rates and tax, and why house prices
have such an effect on markets.

In economics we study how the prices of goods are used in
allocating resources, how interest rates can be used to
manipulate inflation rates and why international trade can
help a country develop its own economy. 

With SMSJ Sixth Form being located within easy access of
the city of London, you’ll have the opportunity to go on
educational visits to see how the Bank of England works and
its role in the UK economy, as well as visits to trading areas
such as the London Metal Exchange and Canary Wharf. 

Course overview
In Year 12 students will study Microeconomics, looking at the
behaviour of individuals and firms within a market and what
happens when things go wrong. Using modern day case
studies, students will learn about how markets fail and what
governments can do to try and minimise the effects of these
market failures, such as using tax to make goods more
expensive and less attractive to consumers.

In Year 13 students learn about Macroeconomics, looking at
the bigger economic aspects such as unemployment,
inflation and government objectives. Students also get a
firm grasp on international economic concepts, such as
foreign trade and the Balance of Payments.

Assessment
Students are assessed through exams that are 2 hours in
time length each, at the end of the two year course. 

Paper 1 - Markets and Market Failure
Written Exam - 2 hours
80 Marks
Questions
    •   Section A: data response questions requiring written 
         answers, choice of one from two contexts worth 
         40 marks
    •   Section B: essay questions requiring written answers, 
         choice of one from three worth 40 marks 

Paper 2 - National and International Economy
Written Exam - 2 hours
80 Marks
Questions
    •   Section A: data response questions requiring written 
         answers, choice of one from two contexts worth 
         40 marks
    •   Section B: essay questions requiring written answers, 
         choice of one from three worth 40 marks 

Paper 3 - Economic Principles and Issues
Written Exam - 2 hours
80 Marks
Questions
    •   Section A: multiple choice questions worth 30 marks
    •   Section B: case study questions requiring written 
         answers, worth 50 marks

Career Opportunities.
Students that study Economics often choose to go on to
study the subject at higher education, or take a related
subject, such as Accounting and Finance, or a Business
Management related course. However, the analytical skills
gained on the Economics A Level are extremely transferable
and will be beneficial to the study of many different subjects
at a higher education level. Many students also go on  to
follow an apprenticeship route allowing them to enter the
workplace with an established firm and continue their
learning through on-the-job training and qualifications.

English Language 
and Literature
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study English Language
and Literature ?
English Language and Literature  provides students with the
opportunity to consider how English Language and English
Literature inform each other.  This course will provide
students with a range of writing opportunities, as well as
analyse of a  breath of Literature.  It  will enable students  to
become  independent and critical thinkers, as well as explore
some of the greatest writers such as Shakespeare and  F.
Scott Fitzgerald. 

The course will also  explore non- fiction and non-literary
material.   It will  allow for an opportunity for deep language
analysis, as students identify salient features of writing.
Students will engage creatively and critically with a range of
texts, as well as explore the ways in which text relate to each
other and the contexts in which they are produced and
received.  The course is assessed through examination and
coursework,  which will be complemented by student 
presentations, research projects, debates, lectures and
creative writing opportunities. 

Course overview
Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing - 40%
This component has an explicit focus on the concept of
‘voice’. Students will study how spoken voices are formed
and written voices created in literary, non-literary and digital
texts. Students will develop their understanding of how
writers and speakers shape and craft language to present an
identity or persona, and will look at connections between
texts as well as the significance and influence of context

Overview of assessment
Written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes.
•   Open book – a clean copy of the prescribed drama text can 
    be taken into the exam.
•   Two sections – students answer the question in Section A 
    and one question on their chosen drama text in Section B.
•   Total of 50 marks available – 25 marks for Section A and 25 
    marks for Section B.

Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature - 40%
This component focuses on the ways in which different
writers convey their thoughts or ideas on a theme in literary
and non-fiction writing. Students will develop their under-
standing of how writers use language techniques and literary
devices to craft their work and communicate ideas or issues,
making connections between texts as well as looking at the
significance and influence of the contexts in which they were
produced and received.

Overview of assessment
•   Written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes.
•   Open book – clean copies of the prescribed texts can be 
    taken into the exam.

•   Two sections – students answer one question from a choice 
     of four in Section A and one question from a choice of four 
     in Section B.
•   otal of 50 marks available – 20 marks for Section A and 30 
     marks for Section B.

Non-examination assessment: Investigating and Creating
Texts - 20%
The non-examination assessment component has been
designed to allow students to demonstrate their skills as
writers, crafting their own original texts for different
audiences and purposes. In exploring the various forms of
writing and the ways different writers use linguistic and
literary techniques in texts, students will acquire the
synthesised knowledge and understanding required to
produce original pieces of writing. This component permits
students to pursue their own interests, applying the skills
they have developed to investigate a topic they are
interested in.

Overview of assessment
Students will produce two assignments:
•   Assignment 1 – two pieces of original writing: one piece of 
    fiction writing and one piece of creative non-fiction writing 
    (AO5 assessed).
•   Assignment 2 – one analytical commentary reflecting on 
    their studied texts and the pieces of writing they have 
    produced (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 assessed).
•   The advisory total word count is 2500–3250: 1500–2000 
    words for the original writing pieces and 1000–1250 for
    the commentary.
•   Total of 60 marks available – 36 marks for the original 
    writing and 24 marks for the commentaries.

Career Opportunities.
Students  will leave the course with an ability to study and
research independently, strong written and oral skills, an
ability to structure a clear argument and form individual
opinions, as well as a life-long love of reading. 

The course will suit students who wish to further their study
of English at university.  Moreover, an English Language and
Literature  A Level qualification also complements most
other degree paths.  With regards to career paths, other than
those which require a specialised degree, a strong English
degree will ensure you are a good candidate for many
graduate programmes across a range of industries: Banking,
Human Resources, Consultancy, Law, Journalism, the 
Civil Service, Education, Insurance, Advertising and many
other industries.
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English Literature
Examination board: Eduqas

Why chose to study English Literature ?
Literature is the key to opening up new worlds for us all. 
The study of literature is central in our development,
enabling us to understand what it means to be human. 
It is by experiencing life from the different viewpoints of
characters and writers across generations, countries and
cultures that we gain the skills of empathy and 
communication which provoke us to debate and challenge
the world around us. By its very nature, English literature is a
subject that requires us to consider individual, moral, ethical,
social, cultural and contemporary issues.

We expect our literature students to be passionate about
reading, eager to have their horizons expanded. 
The A Level is an excellent opportunity for students to
develop their personal interest and enjoyment of literature
and deepen their appreciation of an ever-changing but
always relevant subject. 

As well as developing and enhancing their techniques of
analysis, evaluation and comparison, students will also be
expected to give presentations, lead debates and participate
in group work, enhancing their oral skills and their
confidence in public speaking. Where possible, the
curriculum is enriched through trips to the theatre and
literary events. 

Course overview
The  WJEC Eduqas course encourages students to read
widely and independently, as well as engaging critically and
creatively with the sets texts, developing their own readings
and others’ interpretations of them. They will also be
required to discuss how cultural and contextual influences
shape the work of writers, and consider the many different
readings a text can offer up. 

Students will study a rich and diverse group of texts from
each of the major literary genres: poetry, prose and drama,
providing an opportunity for the students to focus on the
conventions and traditions of each genre. A separate unit on
unseen prose and poetry allows the students to apply their
skills of literary analysis acquired during the course as
a whole.

    •   Unit 1 focuses on poetry. There is a two hour exam, 
         clean copy, open book. Students will be introduced to 
         pre-1900 century poets such as Chaucer, Donne, Milton, 
         Rossetti and Keats and to post-1900 century poets such 
         as Larkin and Duffy, Hughes and Plath, Hardy and T.S. 
         Eliot, and Heaney and Sheers (30%).

    •   Unit 2 focuses on drama. There is a two hour exam, 
         closed book. Students will study a play by Shakespeare 
         as will as classics from pre-1900s such as Marlow, 
         Webster, Wilde and Middleton which they will compare 
         with plays from the post-1900s including playwrights 
         such as Prebble, Hare, Orton, Printer and Tennessee 
         Williams (30%).
    •   Unit 3 focuses on unseen prose and unseen poetry 
         (20%). 
    •   Unit 4 is a prose study consisting of a 2,500-3,500 word 
         assignment based on the novels of two different 
         authors, one pre-2000 and one post-2000. The two texts 
         should illuminate each other, and enable learners to 
         make connections between them (20%).

Career Opportunities.
You will leave the course with an ability to study and research
independently,  strong written and oral skills,  an ability to
structure a clear argument and form individual opinions as
well as a life-long love of reading. 

Future studies within the field of English at university are
well suited to this course. Moreover, an English Literature 
A Level qualification also complements most other degree
paths. With regards to career paths, other than those which
require a specialised degree, a strong English degree will
ensure you are a good candidate for many graduate
programmes across a range of industries: Banking, Human
Resources, Consultancy, Law, Journalism, the Civil Service,
Education, Insurance, Advertising and many other industries.

French
Examination board: AQA
Course code: 4632

Why chose to study French ?
French is spoken by 74 million people across the world,
notably in France and former French territories. Being able to
speak French can provide you with travel and work 
opportunities. In fact, according to the British Council’s
report ‘Languages for the Future’, 49% of UK businesses look
for employees who can speak French, meaning studying the
language will be a huge asset to your career. With a projected
750 million speakers by 2050, being able to speak the French
language is a powerful skill to have. A Level French will
provide a deeper insight into another culture and society. 
It will expand your linguistic abilities, providing you with a
sound basis for further study, as well as offering you an
opportunity to immerse yourself into an alternative
perspective.

Course overview
Year 12:
    1.   The changing nature of the family
    2.   The “cyber-society”
    3.   The place of voluntary work
    4.   French cinema
    5.   A culture proud of its heritage
    6.   Contemporary francophone music
    7.   Cinema: the seventh art form

Year 13:
    1.   Life for the marginalised
    2.   Positives features of the diverse society
    3.   How criminal are treated
    4.   French literature
    5.   Teenagers, the right to vote & political commitment

           In order to develop your range of skills and express 
           yourself independently, you will learn through a 
           mixture of class teaching, individual and group study, 
           debates, visits, lectures and discussions. You will work 
           from textbooks, newspapers, magazines, TV and radio 
           broadcasts, DVDs and literary texts and extracts, 
           studying both language and culture to support 
           arguments

Assessment
Listening:
•   Aspect of society: current trends.
•   Aspects of society: current issues
•   Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world.
•   Aspect of political life in the Spanish-speaking world
•   Grammar
Listening How it is assessed: 
Written exam 2 hours and 30 minutes. 100 marks 50% of an
A level.

Reading:
•   One text + one film
•   Grammar
How it’s assessed:
Written exam. 2 hours. 80 marks. 20% of an A level.

Translation/writing/speaking
•   Individual research project
•   One of the four sub themes: aspect of society, artistic 
    culture, aspects of political life.
How it’s assessed:
Oral exam (21-23 minutes) 60 marks. 30% of an A level.

Career Opportunities.
A level linguists are a rare and highly prized commodity in
Britain. The study of a foreign language is not only an
extremely valuable learning process, but also gives students
a head start and career advantages in the new European
workplace. The following list indicates just a few of the op-
portunities open to competent linguists: International
Business,  Travel & Tourism,  Commerce & Finance, Retail,
Education, Engineering, Civil Service, ICT, Translation,
Journalism, and  Law.  With most degree and Higher
Education courses nowadays it is possible to include a
language module, with the opportunity of spending a period
of time abroad. Students are thus enabled to compete on an
equal footing with their European counterparts. Possible
degree courses include French & Politics, French &
Linguistics, Francophone Studies & Spanish and French with
Business Studies. 



12 13

Geography
Examination board: Edexcel
Course code: 9GEO

Why chose to study Geography ?
In 2015 The Guardian called Geography the “must-have” 
A Level. With issues such as climate change, globalisation,
migration and natural hazards making frequent headlines,
Geography is the most relevant subject you can take.
Studying Geography gives you an insight into the world
around us and tackles contemporary issues. 

Geography is an unique subject because it deals with both the
natural world and how humans behave within it. As a result
Geography can take you many places and Geographers have
done some important things for us, like charter new territory
and develop new technologies such as Google Maps. 

Geography will help you develop important skills, such as
communication and teamwork, research and analysis and
fieldwork - where you will have to collect and identify
patterns in data. This mixture of technical and social skills is
very appealing to employers. 

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future”
- Michael Palin

Course overview
Paper 1:
Area of study 1, Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 
Area of study 1, Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and
Change – including optional sub-topics from which students
choose one from two: 2A: Glaciated Landscapes and Change
or 2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change 
Area of study 3, Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Area of study 3, Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 

Paper 2: 
Area of study 2, Topic 3: Globalisation 
Area of study 2, Topic 4: Shaping Places – including optional
sub-topics from which students choose one from two: 4A 
Regenerating Places or 4B Diverse Places 
Area of study 4, Topic 7: Superpowers 
Area of study 4, Topic 8: Global Development and
Connections – including optional sub-topics from which
students choose one from two: 8A Health, Human Rights and
Intervention or 8B Migration, Identity and Sovereignty

Paper 3
The specification contains three synoptic themes within the
compulsory content areas: 
•   Players 
•   Attitudes and actions 
•   Futures and uncertainties. 
The synoptic investigation will be based on a geographical
issue within a place-based context that links to the three
synoptic themes and is rooted in two or more of the
compulsory content areas

Non-examination assessment: Independent Investigation
The student defines a question or issue for investigation,
relating to the compulsory or optional content. The topic
may relate to any aspect of geography contained within the
specification 
•   The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork data 
    (collected individually or as part of a group) and own 
    research and/or secondary data 
•   The fieldwork, which forms the focus and context of the 
    individual investigation, may be either human, physical or 
    integrated physical-human 
•   The investigation report will evidence independent 
    analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data 
    findings and extended writing 
•   Students will be expected to show evidence that they have 
    used both quantitative and qualitative data to support 
    their independent investigation as appropriate to the 
    particular environment and/or location.

Assessment
Paper 1 -   assessing AoS 1 & 3: 2hours 15 mins
                     (30% of final grade)

Paper 2 -   assessing AoS 2 & 4: 2hours 15 mins 
                     (30% of final grade)

Paper 3 -   assessing synoptic skills developed across the 
                     course through questions based on a pre-released 
                     booklet that students will have studied in class: 
                     2hours 15 mins (20% of final grade)
                     Independent Investigation - non-examined 
                     assessment (20% of final grade)

Career Opportunities.
Geography is classed as one of the Russell Group’s facilitating
subjects. As well as providing the basis for going on to study
Geography-based degrees, it can support a wide range of
other subjects and careers including those in biology,
business studies, economics and environmental studies. 

Government
and Politics
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study Government and Politics ?
Lively, relevant, controversial… there are many ways to
describe  A Level Government and Politics. There is  no
denying that it’s one of the most interesting and engaging
qualifications you can choose. Covering news and current
affairs from the UK and global, it helps you understand both
how the UK and the world are run and develops research,
written communication and debate skills.  The subject
provides students a varied insight and an in depth foundation
in UK and global government and politics. It help students to
develop knowledge and understanding of the role politics
plays in relation to current local, national, and global issues,
as well as studying key thinkers and political ideas. 

Course Overview: 
Unit 1: People and Politics
This unit introduces students to the key channels of 
communication between government and the people. 
It encourages them to evaluate the adequacy of existing
arrangements for ensuring representative democracy 
and participation. 

Unit 2: Governing the UK
This unit introduces students to the major governmental
processes within the UK. It encourages them to develop a
critical understanding of the role and effectiveness of key 
institutions, and of the relationship amongst them in the
context of multi-level governance.

Unit 3: Key Themes in Political Analysis
This unit introduces students to key themes in political
analysis. Students will need to study one of the
following topics: 
Topic A:   UK Political Issues 
Topic B:   Introducing Political Ideologies 
Topic C:   Representative Processes in the USA 
Topic D:   Structures of Global Politics.

Unit 4: Extended Themes in Political Analysis
This unit extends students’ understanding of key themes in
political analysis. Students will need to study one of the
following topics: 
Topic A:   EU Political Issues 
Topic B:   Other Ideological Traditions 
Topic C:   Governing the USA 
Topic D:   Global Political Issues

Assessment
Unit 1: People and Politics
Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes Students will be
required to answer two structured questions from a choice
of four. Each question will have a mark tariff of 5,10 
and 25 marks.
80 marks

Unit 2: Governing the UK 
Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes Students will be
required to answer one stimulus  based question from a
choice of two. These questions will be structured with a
mark tariff of 5, 10 and 25 marks. Students will then be
required to answer one extended question from a choice of
two (40 marks).
80 marks

Unit 3: Key Themes in Political Analysis
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes Students must take
one topic. For each topic students are required to answer
three short answer questions from a choice of five (15 marks
each). Students are then required to answer one essay
question from a choice of three (45 marks).
90 marks

Unit 4: Extended Themes in Political Analysis
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes Students must take
one topic. For each topic students are required to answer
three short answer questions from a choice of five (15 marks
each). Students are then required to answer one essay
question from a choice of three (45 marks).
90 marks

Career Opportunities.
Government and Politics is ideal if students are wishing to
study politics, law, sociology, philosophy, ethics, advertising
or journalism at university and is highly regarded by
employers in industries including politics, international
organisations, the media, the legal profession, government
and the civil service.
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History
Examination board: Edexcel 
Course code: 9H10

Why chose to study History ?
The reasons to study History A Level are endless, but the Complete University Guide identifies 6 key reasons. Firstly,  History
provides students with transferable skills, making numerous careers possible. In addition, History is relevant and helps make
sense of current events. It  provides an opportunity to invest in the future. It also allows for independence, as well as an
opportunity to study different cultures, encouraging cultural awareness.  Finally it provides an opportunity to learn from the past.  

As R. G. Collingwood stated: “History is for humans self-knowledge [...] the only clue to what man can do is what man has
done. The value of history, then, is that it teaches us what man has done and thus what man is.” 

Course overview

Career Opportunities.
History is considered a facilitating subject, and is highly regarded by Universities. The Russell Group of Universities specifically
recommends History as the ideal subject to choose for keeping future study and employment options open. A Level History
would be especially useful in careers and further studies in areas such as Law, academic professions such as teaching and
lecturing, the Civil Service, marketing, Heritage professions such as curating and working in museums and galleries, research,
the Police and Armed Forces, and journalism. In the most recent surveys, over 90% of graduates with a History degree went
on to sustained employment, or further study, within a year of graduating. 

Unit

Paper 1: Breadth
Study with 
Interpretations -
Russia 1917-91: from
Lenin to Yeltsin

Paper 2: Depth Study -
Mao’s China, 1949-76

Paper 3: Themes in
breadth with aspects
in depth - Ireland and
the Union,
c1774–1923

Coursework

What will you study?

Students study the key political, social and
economic features of communist rule in Russia
during the twentieth century, an era that saw its
authority and influence rise to the status of a
superpower, only to diminish and decline later in
the century. This option also contains a study in
depth of historical interpretations on a broad
question, which is contextualised by, and runs on
from, the themes: reasons for the fall of the USSR,
c1985–91.

This is a study in depth of the transformation of
communist China in the years 1949–76. Students
will gain an in-depth understanding of the nature
and extent of change in this period, the effects of
Mao Zedong’s policies on the lives of the Chinese
people, and Mao’s role in driving dramatic
political, social and economic changes.

This option comprises two parts: the Aspects in
breadth focus on long-term changes and 
contextualise the Aspects in depth, which focus in
detail on key episodes. Together, the breadth and
depth topics explore the Irish struggle for 
constitutional change, and the ways in which the
Irish economy and society changed and their
impact on mainland Britain.

Students carry out an independently-researched
enquiry to analyse and evaluate interpretations 

Assessment

Exam lasting 2 hours 15
minutes. It is marked out
of 60 and features 5
questions, from which
students select 3.

Exam lasting 1 hour 30
minutes. It is marked out
of 40 and has 3 questions
from which students
select 2.

Exam lasting 2 hours 15
minutes. It is marked out
of 60 and students must
select 3 questions out of 5
to respond to.

The coursework will be
assessed using a 
centre-set assignment.
Essays must be between
3000-4000 words.

Weighting

30%

20%

30%

20%

Mathematics
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study Mathematics ?
An A Level in Mathematics is a qualification which is in demand
by employers and universities. In today’s changing digital
world, mathematical skills are at the centre of the information
revolution. If you study Mathematics you will learn to construct
and present rigorous Mathematical arguments; it is simply not
about working towards an answer, rather it is about the skills
acquired to answer questions about a particular situation and
to understand the way it was achieved. It is about learning to
think. Your two years studying mathematics will be an
enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating, challenging and
empowering experience. While studying mathematics you will
be expected to:

•   Simplify real life situations so that you can use 
    mathematics to show what is happening and what might 
    happen in different circumstances.
•   Show hard work, motivation and commitment in lessons 
    and on your own. Every lesson generates private study and 
    you will also be required to complete work in preparation 
    for new topics.
•   Use technologies such as calculators and computer 
    programmes to investigate topics in Pure Mathematics 
    and Statistics.
•   Solve problems by using mathematical arguments and 
    logic. You will also have to understand and demonstrate 
    key concepts to define proof within mathematics.

Course Overview: 
The course includes: 
Algebraic methods and proofs (polynomials, 
inequaloties and graphs)
Co-ordinate geometry (points, circles and lines in 2D)
Simple and complex sequences and series
Calculus (differentiation and integration techniques)
An introduction to Statistics and Mechanics including Data
Handling, Probability, Distributions, Kinematics, 
Vectors and Moments

Assessment
Paper 1:     Pure Mathematics: Exam is 2 hours:100
                     marks: 33% of final grade.
Paper 2:     ure Mathematics: Exam is 2 hours:100
                     marks: 33% of final grade.
Paper 3:     Statistics and Mechanics:Exam is 2 hours:100
                     marks in a 50/50 split: 33% of final grade.

Career Opportunities.
An A Level in Mathematics may be compulsory for degrees
in Sciences (including medicine), Engineering, Geography,
Business studies, Accountancy and Computing, and is 
increasingly becoming a requirement for other degrees such 
as Economics, Architecture and Psychology. All students
intending to study A Level Physics are advised to consider
studying Mathematics at A Level. Researchers at the London
School of Economics have recently found that people who
studied Mathematics can expect to earn up to 11% more
than other colleagues, even in the same job!
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Further 
Mathematics
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study Further Mathematics ?
Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded by
universities. Students who take Further Mathematics are
demonstrating a strong commitment to their studies, as well
as learning mathematics that is very useful for any 
mathematically rich degree. Some prestigious universities
require you to have a Further Mathematics qualification and
others may adjust their grade requirements more favourably
to students with Further Mathematics. 

Course overview
Further Mathematics is offered as an additional qualification
to A Level Mathematics. The course includes:
•   Complex numbers
•   Mathematical proofs and further algebra and functions
•   Further calculus including number theory and 
    matrix algebra
•   An introduction to Decision mathematics including 
    Game theory, Algorithms, Decision Analysis and 
    Dynamic programming.

Assessment
Paper 1 :    Core Pure Mathematics 1 : Exam 1.5 hours : 75 
                     marks 25% of the final grade

Paper 2 :    Core Pure Mathematics 2 : Exam 1.5 hours : 75 
                     marks : 25% of the final grade

Paper 3 :    Decision Mathematics 1 : Exam 1.5 hours : 75
                     marks : 25% of the final grade

Paper 4 :    Further Statistics 1 : Exam 1.5 hours : 75
                     marks : 25% of the final grade

Career Opportunities.
Further Mathematics is an A level qualification which both
broadens and deepens the mathematics covered in A level
Mathematics. An A level in Further Mathematics is a highly
regarded qualification by universities and employers. An A
level in Further Mathematics may be compulsory for degrees
in Engineering and Mathematics, and is strongly advised for
many other degrees like Economics and Architecture.

Music
Examination board: Edexcel
Course code: 9MU0

Why chose to study Music ?
•   If you are interested in musical performance, composition 
    and harmony, historical works and theory. 
•   If you intend to pursue a career in Music – teaching, 
    performing or composing.
•   If you just love Music and want to develop skills in 
    performing, composing and historical musical analysis. 
A level music will be relevant for any course at university,  as
well as specific careers relating to music. It provides “soft
skills” , as well as  good physical dexterity, memory and
concentration, communication skills, teamwork, and 
self-management. Students will be expected to perform
under pressure, as well as plan and organise pieces of music.
The course will teach technical skills and expertise, as well
as critical reflection.

Course Overview: 
Component 1: Performance - 30% - public performance,
minimum of 8 minutes; solo, ensemble, improv or music
technology.

Component 2: Composition - 30% - 2 compositions; 1 free
choice, 1 to a brief set by Edexcel.
Component 3: Appraising - 40% - application of knowledge
through set works from six Areas of Study: Vocal Music, 
Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz,
Fusions, New Directions

Assessment 
Component 1: coursework recorded after Christmas of final
year, externally assessed.
Component 2: coursework completed throughout two years,
externally assessed.
Component 3: Written examination - 2 hours. Section A:
questions related to set works (50 marks); Section B: two
essay questions (50 marks).

Career Opportunities.
Any course at university; specific careers in relating to music;
also gives “soft skills” - good physical dexterity, memory and
concentration, communication skills, teamwork, self-
management, performing under pressure, planning 
and organisation, technical skills and expertise, 
critical reflection.



Physical Education
Examination board: OCR
Course code: H555

Why chose to study Physical Education ?
Physical Education A Level  provide students with the
exciting opportunity to gain a deeper understanding and
allows you to explore how to become a sport performer at a
higher level. Beyond just the physical performance, a range
of factors can contribute to the success or failure of an
individual in sporting competition. The A Level Physical
Education course provides you with a unique opportunity to
investigate such factors through the study into the
physiology, psychology and sociology of sports
performance.

The A Level course comprises of a mixture of both theory and
practical lessons which complement each other in providing
you with a range of varied learning tasks and experiences.
The structure of the course allows you to gain a deeper 
understanding of how the human body responds and
develops as a result of exercise, whilst further examining the
importance of psychology and skill acquisition in
determining successful sporting performance.

Whilst particular emphasis is placed on underpinning
theoretical knowledge through written assessments and 
examinations, the course provides opportunities for you to
develop and refine your own sporting performance through
adopting practical roles such as the performer or coach. 

Course overview

* Indicates inclusion of synoptic assessment.
** Examination is weighted up to 90 marks to equal the 

Career Opportunities.
The combination of practical and theory units within the A
Level  Physical Education course provides an excellent
foundation for continued, specialist study into sports and
exercise science. The skills learned within the course will
prepare you for a future in a range of sport-orientate
professions including physiotherapy, fitness, health & leisure
and coaching. The comprehensive physiological and 
psychological content studied within the course provides an
excellent foundation for those wishing to pursue further
studies in psychology, sociology and the applied sciences. 

1918

Assessment Overview
Physiological
factors affecting
performance (01)*
90 marks 
2 hour written pape
Psychological 
factors affecting
performance (02)*
60 marks 
1 hour written paper
Socio-cultural issues in
physical activity and
sport (03)* 
60 marks
1 hour written paper
Performance 
in physical 
education (04)* 
60 marks** 
Non-exam assessment
(NEA)

30 % 
of total 
A level 

20% 
of total 
A level

20%
of total 
A level

30%
of total 
A level

Content Overview
•  Applied anatomy        
   and physiology 
• Exercise physiology
•  Biomechanics

•  Skill acquisition 
• Sports psychology

•  Sport and society
•  Contemporary             
   issues in physical       
   activity and sport

•  Performance or           
   Coaching 
• Evaluation and            
   Analysis of                     
   Performance for          
   Improvement (EAPI)

Physics
Examination board: OCR

Why chose to study Physics ?
Have you ever wondered . . . 
•   Why the universe behaves the way it does? 
•   How ultrasound can create a picture?
•   How fast you would have to travel to fool a speed camera?
•   What force would be necessary to stop a formula one car?
•   What are CERN looking for?

Physics A Level is one of the most universally accepted qualifi-
cations for progression to university. The course content
covers the basis of how things work, from the constituent
parts of atoms,  to the vastness of the universe. You will
integrate the concepts studied with a range of practical
experiments throughout each topic giving the course both an
academic and practical focus. You will learn to apply your
knowledge of the key concepts to solve problems in a range of
different contexts and applications.

Course overview

Emphasis throughout the course is on developing knowledge,
competence and confidence in practical skills and problem
solving.

Assessment
Assessment takes the form of a wide range of question types
including: multiple choice, short answer and extended
response questions.

There is an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of
both theory and practical skills through the examinations.
Students will achieve practical endorsement through a range
of experiments, which will enable them to become 
competent in: 
•   Following procedures 
•   Applying an investigative approach when using 
    instruments and equipment 
•   Working safely
•   Making and recording observations 
•   Researching, referencing and reporting. 

Career Opportunities.
Physics is highly regarded for other subjects such as
medicine, law and economics because of the thinking skills
needed and problem solving involved. There is cross-over
with Mathametics and Chemistry. A powerful combination of
A levels are Maths, Physics and Chemistry. This will allow for
students to seek degrees in STEM, as well as advanced 
apprenticeships in industry such as aerospace, nuclear
power generation and electrical power distribution.Assessment Overview

Modelling physics(01)
100 marks
2 hours 15 minutes
written paper. 
Exploring physics (02)
100 marks
2 hours 15 minutes
written paper. 
Unifying physics(03)
70 marks
1 hour 30 minutes
written paper
Practical Endorsement
of physics(04)
Non exam assessment

Content Overview
Content is split into six
teaching modules:

                                               
Module 1 –
Development of
practical skills in
physics
Module 2 –
Foundations of
physics
Module 3 – Forces and
motion
Module 4 – Electrons,
waves and photons
Module 5 – Newtonian
world and 
astrophysics
Module 6 – Particles
and medical physics

Component 01
assesses content from
modules 1, 2, 3 and 5.
Component 02
assesses content from
modules 1, 2, 4 and 6.
Component 03
assesses content from
all modules (1 to 6).      
   

37% 
of total 
A level 

37%
of total 
A level. 

26% of
total 
A level 

Reported
separately



Psychology
Examination board: AQA

Why chose to study Psychology ?
A Level Psychology provides students with an in depth 
understanding of human behaviour and the tools used to
study human behaviour. Students will be introduced to a
wide range of research related to human behaviour. Critical
thinking will be used to assess the validity of the research.
Students understanding of human behaviour will be applied
to a range of scenarios taken from the real world. The subject
requires a variety of skills such as:  
•   Mathematical skills are required when analysing and 
    presenting data. 
•   Scientific skills are required when approaching human 
    behaviour from a biological viewpoint. A firm 
    understanding of the principles of scientific inquiry 
    are also required in order to design and critique
    research effectively.  
•   Strong literacy skills are required in order to be able 
    to read extensively and write sophisticated essays. 
The range of topics covered from, ‘Why do people conform?’
to ‘How is depression treated?’ along with the wide range of
skills required to succeed is what makes psychology such an
interesting and challenging subject.

Course overview
Compulsory Units contain: 
1:    Social influence
2:    Memory
3:    Attachment
4:    Psychopathology
5:    Approaches in Psychology
6:    Biopsychology
7:    Research methods
8:    Issues and debates in psychology

Optional units: (One topic from each Option will be chosen) 
Option A 
9:    Relationships 
10: Gender 
11: Cognition and development 
Option B
12:  Schizophrenia 
13:  Eating behaviour 
14:  Stress
Option C
15:  Aggression 
16:  Forensic psychology 
17:  Addiction

Assessment
PAPER 1 Introductory Topics in Psychology
What’s assessed? Compulsory Units 1 to 4
How? Written exam worth 33.3% of the A Level (2 hours)
Type of questions Multiple choice, short answer questions
and extended writing (including essay questions worth 
16 marks)

PAPER 2 Psychology in Context 
What’s assessed? Compulsory Units 5 – 7
How? Written exam worth 33.3% of the A Level (2 hours)
Type of questions Multiple choice, short answer questions
and extended writing (including essay questions worth 
16 marks)

PAPER 3 Issues and Options in Psychology
What’s assessed? Compulsory Unit 8, plus one unit from
option A, B and C
How? Written exam worth 33.3% of the A Level (2 hours)
Type of questions Multiple choice, short answer questions
and extended writing (including essay questions worth 
16 marks)

Career Opportunities.
Students will be taught how to analyse arguments and
evidence, test hypotheses and make informed judgements
(all skills valued by Higher Education institutions and
employers). The course is particularly relevant for those that
are interested in careers that involve working with and/or
helping other people, for example counselling, social work,
teaching and human resources. There are also several
different types of psychologists (clinical, educational, 
occupational, forensic and occupational). Clinical 
psychologists assess and treat people with mental health
problems. Educational psychologists help children with
mental health problems by working with teachers and
parents to support and advise them. Forensic psychologists
mainly work with those involved in criminal activity. 
occupational psychologist apply their understanding of
human behaviour to the world of work.
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Religious Studies
Examination board: Edexcel

Why chose to study Religious Studies ?
The A Level in Religious Studies develops an understanding
of religion, philosophical issues and questions, ethical
theories and applied ethics. It provides students with the
opportunity to explore crucial questions in relation to
beliefs, values and morality. In so doing it provides an
excellent preparation for life in our modern, challenging,
multi faith and multicultural world.

The course involves debate and discussion and develops
transferable skills in critical enquiry, textual interpretation,
research and presentation of arguments, evaluation and
extended writing. Religious Studies is a challenging A Level
and is regarded by prestigious universities, including the
Russell Group, as a subject offering good preparation for
further academic study. 

Course overview
Philosophy of Religion:
Philosophical issues and questions: The nature and
influence of religious experience; Problems of evil and
suffering; Philosophical language; Works of scholars;
Influences of developments in religious belief.

Religion and Ethics:
Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and
ethics: A study of three ethical theories; Application of
ethical theories to issues of importance; Ethical language;
Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars; Medical
ethics: beginning and end of life issues.

Study of Christianity:
Religious beliefs, values and teachings; Sources of wisdom
and authority; Practices that shape and express religious
identity; Social and historical developments; Works of
scholars; Religion and society; Primary texts.

Assessment
Philosophy of Religion - 33.33% - 2 hour written examination
Religion and Ethics - 33.33% - 2 hour written examination
Study of Christianity - 33.33% - 2 hour written examination

Career Opportunities.
The subject is an excellent foundation for many careers
including medicine, politics, public service, business and the
not for profit sector. In addition, the skills learned will be
vital for anyone who wishes to work with people, or those
who will have to make important decisions or form strong
opinions. This might include, for example: the civil service;
social or community work; publishing or broadcasting;
business, industry and commerce; or education.
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Sociology
Examination board: AQA

Why chose to study Sociology ?
Sociology provides an insight on the social structures within
our society. It provides an opportunity to assess, often
critically, and evaluate the way in which our society is
constructed through a range of institutions: education and
schooling, the family, crime and deviance and the media.
The subject provides an opportunity to learn ways in which
you can view the world around them; students will be
encouraged to consider the theoretical concepts behind
these social structures and the obvious and hidden impacts
they have on the individual. In addition to this, students will
consider the moral, practical and ethical merits and
limitations of how information about our society is gathered.
political ideas. 

Course overview

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods 33.3% 
of A Level
The education system’s roles and functions in society 
•   Its relationship with gender, ethnicity and class 
•   The structures within the education system 
•   The way in which the education system socialises us

Paper 2: Topics in sociology: Families and households  
and The Media 33.3% of A Level
The roles and functions of the family in society
•   The impact that the family/media have on individuals
•   Different types of family/media and their effects

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
33.3% of A Level
The role that Crime and Deviance plays in society 
•   The reasons behind criminal and deviant behaviour
•   Understanding how data is collected

Career Opportunities.
A Level in Sociology teaches students a wide variety of skills
applicable to many careers. An understanding of society
lends itself well to careers involving people in primary
teaching or social work. The evaluative skills learned are
valuable in all professions: students of Sociology have
demonstrated their ability to assess, debate and deeply
consider theories and ideas, which is useful for future
lawyers or journalists. They have proven themselves able to
apply theory our society, so could consider jobs in the Civil
Service and the Government or in Politics. Further education
opportunities arise at the highest level: both oxford and
Cambridge offer courses related to Sociology in fields such as
Social Anthropology.

Spanish
Examination board: AQA
Course code: 7692

Why chose to study Spanish ?
A Level Spanish will provide a deep insight into another
culture and society. Fluency in Spanish opens up
educational, employment and travel opportunities,
especially in Europe, Latin America and the US, where
Spanish is the most widely spoken language after English.
Students find it an accessible and attractive language 
to learn. 

The study of a foreign language encourages students to use
a different part of their brain, develop confidence and learn
to appreciate a culture other than their own. The study of
grammar often improves their competence in English. The
aim of this course is to develop speaking, listening, reading
and writing skills and to enable students to use the language
for practical communication at an advanced level.

Course overview
Year 12:
Compulsory Units contain: 
1.    Modern values and trends
2.    Cyberspace
3.    Equal rights
4.    Spanish cinema- Including analysing a film.
5.    Modern day idols
6.    Spanish regional heritage
7.    Cultural heritage

Year 13:
Compulsory Units contain: 
1.    Immigration
2.    Integration
3.    Racism
4.    Spanish literature- Including analysing a book.
5.    Today’s youth, tomorrow citizens

In order to develop your range of skills and express
yourself independently, you will learn through a mixture
of class teaching, individual and group study, debates,
visits, lectures and discussions. You will work from
textbooks, newspapers, magazines, TV and radio
broadcasts, DVDs and literary texts and extracts,
studying both language and culture to support
arguments

Assessment
Listening:
•   Aspect of society: current trends.
•   Aspects of society: current issues
•   Artistic culture in the Spanish-speaking world.
•   Aspect of political life in the Spanish-speaking world
•   Grammar
How it’s assessed:
Written exam 2:30 minutes. 100 marks 50% of an A level.
Reading:
•   One text + one film
•   Grammar
How it’s assessed:
Written exam. 2 hours. 80 marks. 20% of an A level.
Translation/writing/speaking
•   Individual research project
•   One of the four sub themes: aspect of society, artistic 
    culture, aspects of political life
How it’s assessed:
Oral exam (21-23 minutes) 60 marks. 30% of an A level.

Career Opportunities.
A Level linguists are a rare and highly prized commodity in
Britain. The study of a foreign language is not only an
extremely valuable learning process, but also gives students
a head start and career advantages in the new European
workplace. The following list indicates just a few of the op-
portunities open to competent linguists: International
Business Travel & Tourism Commerce & Finance Retail
Education Engineering Civil Service ICT Translation
Journalism Law With most degree and Higher Education
courses nowadays it is possible to include a language
module, with the opportunity of spending a period of time
abroad. Students are thus enabled to compete on an equal
footing with their European counterparts.
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Admission Criteria
We teach the following subjects in the Sixth Form at A Level.

•   Students must have a minimum point score of 5.5 or above for their best 8 GCSE subjects.
•   Students must have at least a GCSE grade 5 or above in Maths and English 
•   In addition many subjects will have a further admission requirement of grade 6 or higher in the subject. 
    Some subjects have additional entry criteria; these are listed in the table

*We will consider each student’s application on an individual basis. Students who achieve a high 5 
in English and Maths would be considered for entry into the Sixth Form. 

Art and Design
Biology

Chemistry

Computer Studies
Dance 
Drama and Theatre 

Economics 
English Language & Literature
English Literature 
French
Geography 
Government and Politics 
History 
Mathematics 
Further Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Physics 

Psychology 
Religious Studies
Sociology 
Spanish 

6 in Art 
*  Triple Science candidates: a 6 in Biology, plus a 6 in either Chemistry or Physics. 
    Candidates will be expected to achieve at least a 6 in GCSE Mathematics. 
*  Double Science students: Two Grade 6s, plus a 6 in Mathematics
*   Triple Science candidates: a 6 in Chemistry, plus a 6 in either Biology or Physics. 
    Candidates will be expected to achieve at least a 6 in GCSE Mathematics. 
*   Double Science students: Two Grade 6s, plus a 6 in Mathematics
6 in Maths and preferably 6 in Computer Studies
6 in Dance
6 in English Literature GCSE, Level 6 in Drama GCSE or equivalent proof of 
performance experience.
6 in Mathematics, 6 in English language
6/6 in English Language and English Literature
6/6 in English Language and English Literature
6 in French
6 in Geography
Grade 6 History or English
6 in History & 6 English
7 in Mathematics GCSE
7 in Mathematics GCSE; must take Maths A level 
6 in Music and grade 5 standard on an instrument or voice
6 at GCSE 5 
*  Triple Science candidates: a Grade 6 in Physics, plus a 6 in either Biology or Chemistry. 
    Candidates will be expected to achieve a 6 in GCSE Mathematics. 
*  Double Science students: Two Grade 6s, plus a 6 in Mathematics
6 in English language and 6 in one of the Sciences
6 in Religious Studies and 5 in English Language
5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above
6 in GCSE Spanish 



 

Stamford Raffles Campus,
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NW4 1AB

Telephone: 020 8202 0026

Email:  office@smsj.london

Website:  www.smsj.london
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