
   

 

   

 

How we support Literacy at SMSJ 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 

We prioritise literacy across the curriculum because it is not only a key to learning across all subjects but 

it is also a strong predictor of outcomes in later life1.   Our teachers understand how to teach pupils to 

read, write and communicate effectively in their subjects. With the promotion of our explicit learning 

disciplines across the school, our teachers are giving our pupils ample opportunity to speak, to write and 

to read as they journey through our school curriculum. 

Our pupils are exposed to an array of vocabulary across all subjects in order to support and develop their 

ability to read complex academic texts. The reading of complex material is also paramount in allowing our 

pupils to not only articulate themselves fluently as subject experts but also with their written word. Pupils 

are both challenged and supported by their teachers so they can write with confidence and knowledge.    

Children in Reception take home a free choice class library book to share each week. They also take home 

a banded book that is matched to their individual level of ability. Books are selected according to ongoing 

teacher assessment of children's phonic and reading skills. All children have a Go-Read account where 

parents can record their children’s reading progress at home.   Additionally, across our primary phase, a 

wide range of reading materials are provided and books are regularly enjoyed and talked about to provide 

a rich atmosphere for our children’s development of reading behaviours and comprehension. 

Additionally, high quality talk is modelled and expected of our pupils.  In 2021, St Mary’s and St John’s  

School joined Voice 21, an Oracy Charity, whose vision is to ‘empower all children and young people to 

use their voice for success in school and in life.’2  

• Oracy increases confidence empowering pupils with the belief that their voice has value, 

developing the ability to articulate thoughts so others will listen. 

• Oracy improves academic outcomes developing learners who can think critically, reason together 

and have the vocabulary to express their knowledge and understanding.  

• Oracy fosters wellbeing supporting pupils to build successful relationships, talk through issues, 

express feelings and resolve conflicts. 

• Oracy equips pupils to thrive in life beyond school helping them to progress, access employment 

and engage in civic life. 

• Oracy promotes social equity leading to a fairer society where everyone, regardless of 

background, finds their voice for success in school and in life.  

Also, every year, a group of thirty year 10 pupils take part in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge which 

is a one-day intensive oracy workshop.  One final winner is shortlisted; this winner will then go on to 

represent our school at the Barnet Regional Finals.  If they are again successful, they will then represent 

Barnet at the National Speak Out Challenge. 

Accelerated Reader  

As part of the literacy scheme at SMSJ, Year 7 & 8 pupils take part in a reading programme called 

Accelerated Reader (AR). AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor a child’s 

independent reading practice. Its aim is to boost reading ages as the pupils move through the school and 

 
1 EEF_KS3_KS4_LITERACY_GUIDANCE.pdf (d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net) 
2 Voice 21 – The national oracy education charity 



   

 

   

 

ultimately equip them with the skill, confidence and develop their literacy. Pupils are encouraged to read 

books that fall within their ZPD level (Zone of Proximal Development). A ZPD is the range of books that 

will challenge them without causing frustration or loss of motivation.    

Each pupil receives a colour level or ZPD, based on their reading range, after taking a Star Reading test. 

The Library at Bennett House is organised to support the Accelerated Reader programme and the books 

are arranged by colour level, with the relevant colour label on the spine, and a number inside the front 

cover stating the Book Level (BL) of the book. Reading lists, specific to books at our Bennett House library, 

are available for all colour levels and are available on our school website. 

When pupils are choosing books outside of our school library, pupils can check the ATOS/ZPD code of the 

book against our school colour chart shown below.  Accelerated Reader Bookfinder UK & Ireland - Quick 

Search (arbookfind.co.uk)  Please note, the numbers are ATOS/ZPD codes.  They are not reading ages.  

 

More information about the scheme is available here: Parent Resources - Renaissance Learning. We also 

celebrate our avid readers:  Word Millionaires who are acknowledged and celebrated at the end of each 

academic year. These pupils are identified by the Accelerated Reader Programme, following their 

completion of AR quizzes which are based on books they have read.   

We are currently in the process of buying Accelerated Reader licenses for all KS2 pupils and hope to launch 

this at the start of 2022. 

Reading for Pleasure 

Across our primary phase, our children are provided with opportunities to engage in reading for pleasure. 

Every classroom has a dedicated reading area where pupils can further enjoy reading a book of their 

choice. In addition, we have time devoted to sharing a book as a class during weekly class reading sessions. 

These books are carefully selected by class teachers and/or pupils to appeal to the interests of our pupils, 

whilst providing our pupils with a rich and varied reading experience as they move through our primary 

phase.  

At the Neale House Campus, classes are using the library regularly for whole class visits and small group 

reading sessions. Whilst at Bennett House, our year 5 and year 6 pupils have a library lesson once per 



   

 

   

 

week and also have access to the library at lunch time.  Our year 7 and Year 8 pupils have access to the 

library at break and lunch time and are more than welcome to join our Bennett House book club.  

In Year 9, our pupils move on from Accelerated Reader and have one lesson a week where pupils have the 

opportunity to read a number of carefully selected stories over the course of the year such as Of Mice and 

Men, Blood Brothers, The History Boys and a selection of other stories.  With the reading of a greater range 

of stories, our pupils build both understanding and empathy which will allow them to become adults who 

can engage in conversations whether it be about politics, social injustice or human emotion and 'and 

articulate themselves, so that they are not excluded from any subject or social hierarchy.’ 3  We want our 

pupils to read for pleasure and see literature as a reflection and exploration of the human condition.  

Writing for Pleasure 

At SMSJ, we produce a termly newspaper – Spotlight – which is produced by the Press Club. There is an 

edition for primary and a separate one for Secondary.  This is an opportunity for pupils to explore, 

investigate and question the world around them, both in terms of their own school environment but also 

the wider world too. Pupils are encouraged to ask difficult questions and write about things which are 

important to them as a way of helping them to both engage with their environment and to find their own 

voice.  

Additional Literacy Interventions 

We provide high quality literacy intervention not only in lessons but also outside of lessons. We run a 

number of interventions to support pupils with their literacy. These interventions include Accelerated 

Reader Booster sessions in Year 7 and 8; small group reading interventions; one to one reading support 

in Primary to accelerate progress in reading fluency and comprehension; SPAG support; tutoring sessions 

in English across the campuses; paired reading; home-learning clubs; and additional core English sessions 

at Stamford Raffles Campus. We also run a number of emotional literacy interventions which equip pupils 

to improve their access to learning across the curriculum. 

Parental Support 

We value the support from our SMSJ parents at home.  Below, see 10 top tips from Ofsted, listing how 

parents can support your child to read at home. More detailed information from Ofsted can be found 

here. 

1. Encourage your child to read  

2. Read aloud regularly  

3. Encourage reading choice  

4. Read together  

5. Create a comfortable environment  

6. Make use of your local library  

7. Talk about books  

8. Bring reading to life  

9. Make reading active  

10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them 

 

3 A conversation with Mandy Lawson, Huh: Curriculum conversations between subject and senior leaders 



   

 

   

 

 

For our primary parents, Ofsted have detailed additional detailed tips on: how to read a story to your 

child.  See page 81. 

 

Barnet Libraries 

As a resident of Barnet, pupils can join their local public library to borrow books, ebooks, 

audiobooks and digital magazines for free – to find out more visit 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/libraries/join-library 

 

Suggested reading lists 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/ The Teacher Reader is a website full of recommended children’s 

reading lists across a range of year groups, subjects and themes in addition to providing book reviews for 

children, parents and schools to browse.  

Archive – The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children's Book Awards (carnegiegreenaway.org.uk) 

BookTrust – www.booktrust.org.uk  The UK’s largest children’s reading charity, dedicated to getting 

children reading.  

Bookfinder: find children's books for every age | BookTrust - Bookfinder will help you discover the very 

best kids' books: magical mysteries, astonishing adventures and fantastic non-fiction. Simply choose an 

age range, pick as many themes as you want to search through thousands of book reviews, and get 

reading.  

Themed booklists for children | BookTrust – Looking for a great book on a theme? These booklists cover 

a large range of subjects, from everyday issues to genre, disability, diversity, sporty books, funny books,  

and more.  

Great Books Guide: 100 best new books for children | BookTrust 

National Literacy Trust - To support families they have a comprehensive web portal, grouped by age, with 

links to lots of free home-learning activities. Explore Words for Life. 

Oxford Owl - https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  Free (registration required) eBook Library from Oxford Owl 

for Home. Developed for children aged 3–11 years old.  

The School Reading List – http://schoolreadinglist.co.uk Suggested reading books for primary & 

secondary aged children in the UK.  

Virtual School Library | Oak National Academy – https://www.thenational.academy/library  Discover 

free books, exclusive videos and recommended reads from favourite authors or illustrators.  


