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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one 
moment and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Immigration

What was it like to live in Medieval England? How & why did William take control of England?

Why was the Black Death so deadly?

Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?
How did the feudal system help William control England?
How did castles and the Domesday Book help William?

Year

7

What is immigration and what is emigration?
What is the ‘Windrush’ era?

Why did immigrants migrate to the UK?
What is the effects of immigration?

How do we measure time?
How do we use evidence?

Are there two sides to every story?
How did this happen?

How do we explain our ideas?

What caused the Black Death?
How did the Black Death spread?

How did people try to treat and prevent the Black Death?
Was the Black Death a complete disaster?

Why were the Crusades fought?

Why was there conflict over Jerusalem?
Why did people go on Crusades?

What happened between Saladin and Richard I?
What were the consequences of the Crusades?

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

Analysing 
progress

How powerful was the Church?
What was life like for Medieval women?

Why was the Magna Carta significant?
Did the people have any power?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing



How did Tudor monarchs shape 16th C. England? Why did the English Civil War break out & did it change anything?

How did we get the vote? How & why did Britain change between 1750-1900?

What effect did empire-building have?

Why did Britain’s population grow?
What were the new inventions of the industrial age?
How did the Industrial Revolution affect working and 

living conditions?

Year

8

Why did a war break out between 
Parliament and the King?

What was fighting like and how did it 
affect people’s lives?

Was Cromwell a hero or a villain?
Was Charles II the king of bling?

How diverse was Tudor Britain?
How did the Reformation lead to Empire?

Does Mary I deserve her nickname?
Why was Elizabeth I seen as so successful?

Was the British Empire an Empire to be proud of?
What was the transatlantic slave trade?

What was life like for slaves on plantations?
How did slaves resist?

How was slavery abolished?
Was it possible to be ‘separate but equal’?

How important were Rosa Parks and Martin 
Luther King Jr?

Did the Black Power movement help or hinder 
Civil Rights?

Analysing progress

Analysing 
progress

Analysing progress

What were the problems of the political 
system in the early 1800s?

What groups campaigned for reforms?
How great were the Reform Acts?

How did women win the vote?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

How did the Civil Rights Movement try to gain equality in the USA?
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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture. 

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”
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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Why did war break out in 1914?

What were the features of trench warfare?
How were soldiers from the Empire treated?
What impact did the war have on women?

Why did the Allies win the war?

What were the different causes of the First 
World War?

What caused tension in Europe?
Why wasn’t it all over by Christmas?

Why did some men volunteer 
and others didn’t?

Analysing 
progress

What was it like living & fighting during the First World War?

What were the turning points of the Second World War? How & why did new ideas cause conflict in the 20th C.?

What was the Easter Rising?
Why did the Tsar abdicate?

What was life like under Stalin and Mao?
How did the Nazis control people?

Why were there revolutions in Cuba & Iran?

Why was there another world war?
What were the key battles and events?

What experience did black and Indian troops have?
What was it like on the Home Front?

Why was there a Cold War?

What are the features of a Cold War?
What happened in Europe after World War II?

What were the key crises of the Cold War?
Why did Communism collapse?

The Holocaust

Analysing 
progress

Pre-War Jewish Life
Nazi persecution & Ghettos

The Final Solution
Resistance and Rescue

Liberation
Justice After the Holocaust

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing
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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Medicine in Britain, c-1250-present

The search to combat disease gained enormous momentum in 
the 19th century. Instruments such as the stethoscope and 

machines such as the electrocardiogram were also invented.

The Early Modern Age was an exciting time for medicine, with 
knowledge of the human body progressing in fundamental ways -

although the causes of disease remained a mystery.

Analysing 
progress

Superpower Relations & the Cold War, 1941-1991 The British Sector of the Western Front, 1914:18

Henry VIII

Henry VIII & his ministers, 1509-1540

End of Year Exam
Written Paper:

Paper 1
Paper 2

Analysing 
progress

Injuries, treatment 
and the trenches

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

The tension between the two superpowers, the United States 
of America (USA) and the Soviet Union (USSR) initially grew 
from ideological differences between the two: the Soviet 

Union was communist and its political and economic systems 
were at odds with those of the USA which were capitalist.

Reformer of England for good? 
Or an old fashioned king motivated by his own interest who 

created more problems in the long term?



Mock 
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History, is a conversation about what it means to be human between those of us alive at any one moment 
and people who have lived at another time and/or in another culture.

“Our world is changing. It's time for historians to explain why”

Henry VIII & his ministers, 1509-1540

In the past, historians said that Henry was the start of a 'new 
monarchy' and that he made 'a revolution in government'. 

Modern historians say that this is too simple. 
Henry was very powerful, but in many ways he ruled like a 
medieval king, surrounded and influenced by his nobles.

Mock 
Examination

Weimar & Nazi Germany, 1918-1939

GCSE Examinations

Germany became democratic after World War One and, 
after a troubled start.

Was  Weimar was more stable and prosperous?

Reading Observing Speaking and Listening Writing

The Nazi Party had been founded in 1920 and Hitler became its leader soon after. 
During the hyperinflation crisis Hitler decided to try and seize power in the Munich Putsch (1923). 

He was jailed briefly and after this promised to win power only through elections. 
The Nazi Party membership grew but didn’t have very many seats by 1928 as people were less 

likely to vote for extreme parties in times of stability.

Henry said that he, not the Pope, was the Head of the Church in England. 
Although Henry remained a Catholic to the end of his life, this was the 

beginning of the Church of England. 
Henry used his new power to begin to close down the monasteries and 

take their land and money. 
How did this make the population feel? 
What were the consequences of this?

Writing responses that are specific to source material

Do you know the best methods to structure 3 mark questions, 6 mark questions, 9 mark questions and 12 mark questions?

GCSE Exam prep and revision

Written Papers


