
History Curriculum Overview 

Vision 

History at St Mary’s and St John’s Church of England School 

 

By the end of KS3, we at SMSJ want our pupils to have a coherent and comprehensive understanding of both the 

substantive and disciplinary knowledge of History. We want to inspire them to be curious, to develop a passion for 

the subject, and for the History curriculum to provide them with a window on the modern world. We believe our 

curriculum provides a coherent and balanced History course and will provide students with a good understanding of 

significant periods and developments in both British and world History.  

Curriculum content includes people of different genders, faiths and cultures to reflect the diversity of our school 

community and to demonstrate the importance of learning the histories of different people and considering History 

from different perspectives. We have been ambitious in setting topics which will challenge our students and allow 

them to reach their full potential.  

The topics that feature in our History curriculum have been chosen in order to cover a mix of local, national and 

international History, they also require students to look at History across a range of timescales. Our aim is for pupils 

to have a deeper knowledge and understanding of History, and our teaching is designed to facilitate pupils’ long 

term memory and recall.  

The curriculum has been designed to cover a range of knowledge that will help pupils understand the topics they will 

encounter should they progress to History at KS4, and to allow them to encounter depth, breath and thematic topics 

in preparation for the GCSE Units. The curriculum facilitates the building up of skills which will also support pupils 

when answering GCSE questions as the skills developed and assessed are similar to the Assessment Objectives on 

the GCSE. We want pupils to be able to respond to all types of teacher feedback in a productive and effective way 

and to nurture their exam technique over the course of the KS3 curriculum, and into KS4, building up to GCSE 

examinations.  

It is vital that all subjects help pupils to become well-rounded and healthy learners. The History curriculum will 

support the whole-school responsibility to make pupils resilient and able to cope with the demands of learning and 

assessment, to develop their social and emotional skills allowing them to work with and learn from those around 

them, to communicate effectively and be prepared to lead, and to be independent and critical learners able to 

reflect and evaluate. Through their study of History, pupils will also become confident in debate and in discussing 

their knowledge and understanding of a topic. 

Through all of this, we strive to ensure that the History curriculum will provide our pupils with the wisdom to follow 

the best course of action, the ability to better serve their communities, and the chance to fulfil their future hopes.  

 

What knowledge and skills will be taught? 

KS3 

KS3 pupils receive 2 x 50 minute lessons per week. The KS3 curriculum is broken into 6 Units each year, one for each 

half term. Each Unit is framed as an enquiry question, with each lesson then investigating a specific issue/enquiry 

which will help students to answer the overall enquiry question. The enquiries have been chosen to reflect the 

recent scholarship of historians and to ensure pupils cover British, local and world history. Some Units cover aspects 

in breadth, while others look at aspects in depth, to ensure pupils study a range of scales.  

Framing learning across a half term as historical enquiries will inspire students to work as historians to ‘solve a puzzle 

across time’ (Whitburn & Mohamud, The Historical Association). This is facilitated by a task or activity in each lesson 

which requires students to revisit the overall enquiry question and consider their progress towards it. The result will 

be more sustained interest and engagement across the SOW and the development of discussion and independent 

learning. 



The KS3 curriculum takes a broadly chronological approach from the Spring Term in Year 7, starting with the 

Medieval world, and ending with 20th century events such as the Holocaust and the Cold War in Year 9. This 

chronological approach allows for sufficient contextual knowledge to be developed as pupils progress through KS3 

and for a logical sequence of lessons to be developed. The first term in Year 7 does not follow this chronological 

approach; this is to provide pupils with the opportunity to gain an introduction to the skills and concepts of History 

in ‘What is History?’ to help them be successful throughout their History education, and the thematic study looking 

at ‘How have immigrants shaped Britain?’ gives pupils the chance to apply and practice the historical skills they have 

studied whilst learning about the diverse communities and culture that contribute to British History and British life 

today. 

There are three historical themes which are revisited across the years. These are Power & Authority, War & Conflict 

and Religion & Tolerance. One Unit in each year of KS3 is focused on this theme, allowing for a thematic study across 

several areas to take place for the duration of KS3.  

There is also a specified Depth and Period study in each year. These complement and relate to the wider themes and 

concepts studied within each year and allow pupils to gain a real depth of historical understanding and develop 

concepts such as cause and consequence. As a result of the combination of thematic, depth and period studies, 

pupils’ contextual knowledge at the end of KS3 will be much richer. 

Local history is a key focus within the first Unit in Year 7, but it is also interwoven throughout the KS3 curriculum, 

with pupils investigating how their local area and communities were involved in and affected by national and global 

events. Each year at KS3 pupils have a 4-lesson local history enquiry related to the curriculum studied during that 

year. By incorporating local history throughout the KS3 Curriculum it becomes more relevant and meaningful for the 

pupils.  

Core knowledge (which is expected to be covered) is made explicit by the enquiry questions and objectives of the 

individual lessons within each Unit of the curriculum. A list of the academic and historical vocabulary for each year of 

KS3 is provided to pupils at the start of each academic year and can be found within the Learning Journals. 

The Units for each year of KS3 can be seen below: 

Year 7 

Autumn 1 
What is History? 

Local History focused 

Spring 1 
How and why did William take 

control of England? 
Power & Authority Thematic Study 

Summer 1 
Why was the Black Death so deadly? 

Depth Study 

Autumn 2 
How have immigrants shaped 

Britain? 

Religion & Tolerance Thematic 
Study 

Spring 2 
What was it like to live in Medieval 

England? 
Period Study 

Summer 2 
Why were the Crusades fought? 
War & Conflict Thematic Study 

 
+ Local History Enquiry 

 

Year 8 

Autumn 1 
How did Tudor monarchs shape 16th 

century England? 

Religion & Tolerance Thematic 
Study 

Spring 1 
How and why did Britain change 

between 1750 and 1900? 
Period Study 

Summer 1 
What effect did empire-building 

have? 

Autumn 2 
Why did the English Civil War break 

out and did it change anything? 
War & Conflict Thematic Study 

Spring 2 
How did we get the vote? 

Power & Authority Thematic Study 
 

+ Local History Enquiry 

Summer 2 
How did the Civil Rights Movement 

try to gain equality in America? 
Depth Study 

 



 

 

Year 9 

Autumn 1 
Why did war break out in 1914? 

Spring 1 
Why were there so many 

revolutions and power struggles in 
the 20th century? 

Power & Authority Thematic Study 

Summer 1 
Why was there a Cold War in 

Europe? 
Period Study 

Autumn 2  
What was it like living and fighting 

during the First World War? 
Depth Study 

 
+ Local History Enquiry 

Spring 2 
Why was there a Second World War 

and what were the key turning 
points? 

War & Conflict Thematic Study 

Summer 2 
The Holocaust 

Religion & Tolerance Thematic 
Study 

 

GCSE 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 

At KS4, GCSE History pupils receive 3 x 50 minute lessons a week. Each Paper is taught following a chronological 

approach and every lesson framed with an enquiry question taken from the GCSE specification. Themes specific to 

each Unit’s specification are revisited across the SOWs and Review lessons take place at the end of each Topic within 

a Unit to consolidate pupils’ knowledge and understanding and to ensure there is time within the SOW for links and 

themes to be explored. 

The Units for KS4 can be seen below: 

Paper 1 – Thematic Study and 
Historic Environment 

Medicine in Britain, c1250-present 
with The British sector of the 

Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches 

Year 10 - Autumn 1 
Autumn 2 
Spring 1 

Paper 2 – Period Study 
Superpower Relations and the Cold 

War, 1941-91 
Spring 2 

Summer 1 

Paper 2 – British Depth Study 
Henry VIII and his ministers, c1509-

40 
Summer 2 

Year 11 - Autumn 1 

Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 
Autumn 2 
Spring 1 
Spring 2 

 

A Level 

Pearson Edexcel Level 3 GCE Advanced Level 

KS5 History pupils have 5 x 50 minute lessons a week. The teaching of Paper 1 – Russia, 1917-19 and Paper 3 – 

Ireland the Union, c1774-1923 follows a thematic approach, and Paper 2 – Mao’s China is taught chronologically, in 

line with the Edexcel specification and guidance. Review lessons take place at the end of each theme/Topic within a 

Unit to consolidate pupils’ knowledge and understanding and to ensure there is time within the SOW for links and 

themes to be explored. 

The Units for KS5 can be seen below: 

Paper 1 – Breadth study with 
interpretations 

Russia, 1917–91: from Lenin to 
Yeltsin 

Year 12 

Paper 2 – Depth study Mao’s China, 1949–76 Year 12 



Paper 3 – Themes in breadth with 
aspects in depth 

Ireland and the Union, c1774–1923 Year 13 

Coursework 
Students select their own 

coursework question, based on 
interpretations of history  

Year 13 

 

How do we assess? 

KS3 

Assessment at KS3 focuses on the core skills taught throughout the curriculum. These are: 

• Development of knowledge and understanding 

• Ability to analyse and evaluate second-order concepts (cause, consequence, change, continuity, significance) 

• Ability to analyse and use source material 

• Ability to analyse historical interpretations 

 

Some assessment questions at KS3 reflect the skills and question-types examined in the GCSE assessment model, but 

they are adapted to suit the KS3 age-groups. 

Each lesson begins with a regular recall low-stakes assessment to build pupils’ memory across KS3. In addition, pupils 

will be assessed every lesson, as illustrated in the department feedback policy. Lesson feedback may include, but is 

not limited to, the following; targeted questioning, self and peer assessment, live-marking and the use of model 

answers.   

At the end of each unit of work pupils complete an assessed piece of work. Whilst all core skills are taught and 

practiced throughout the Curriculum, each assessed piece of work focused on one core skill – chosen to best assess 

pupil knowledge and understanding and historical skills for that unit of study. Lessons from across the unit feature 

opportunities to study example answers of various levels, witness teachers modelling thought processes and 

approaches to questions and practice writing answers similar to the assessed work.  

Across the whole year, pupils will practice and receive feedback on all four of the core skills. 

Pupils receive feedback on the tasks and are given the opportunity to act on feedback and make progress. The same 

core skills are reviewed each year, through the study of varied content, to develop pupils’ confidence and to allow 

them to achieve mastery in each skill by the end of KS3.  

Two units are not assessed; Imperialism and the transatlantic slave trade in Summer 1 Year 8 and the Holocaust in 

Summer 2 Year 9. This is line with current pedagogy and guidance for these topics.  

At the end of each year in KS3, pupils complete a summative End of Year Exam which contains a mixture of question 

styles and covers content from across the curriculum for that year.  

The assessed tasks for each year of KS3 can be seen below: 

 7 8 9 

Autumn 1 

Unit: What is History? 
Skill: Development of 

knowledge and understanding 
Task: Knowledge Tests x2 feat. 

Spellings, definitions and 
short-answer knowledge 

questions 

Unit: How did the Tudor 
monarchs shape 16th century 

England? 
Skill: Ability to analyse and 

evaluate second-order 
concepts (cause, consequence, 

change, continuity, 
significance) 

Task: Explain why Elizabeth I is 
considered a successful 

monarch. 

Unit: Why did war break out in 
1914? 

Skill: Ability to analyse and 
evaluate second-order 

concepts (cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 

significance) 
Task: ‘The assassination of 

Franz Ferdinand was the main 
reason for the outbreak of the 
First World War in 1914’.  How 
far do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 



Autumn 2 

Unit: How have immigrants 
shaped Britain? 

Skill: Development of 
knowledge and understanding 
Task: Describe two features of 

life in Britain shaped by 
immigrants. 

Unit: Why did the Civil War 
break out and did it change 

anything? 
Skill: Ability to analyse and 

evaluate second-order 
concepts (cause, consequence, 

change, continuity, 
significance) 

Task: ‘Oliver Cromwell was an 
evil tyrant.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your answer. 

Unit: What was life like in the 
trenches? 

Skill: Development of 
knowledge and understanding 
Task: Describe two features of 

trench warfare. 

Spring 1 

Unit: How and why did William 
take control of England? 

Skill: Ability to analyse and 
evaluate second-order 

concepts (cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 

significance) 
Task: Explain why William was 
able to get and keep control of 

England. 

Unit: How and why did Britain 
change between 1750 and 

1900? 
Skill: Ability to analyse and use 

source material 
Task: Give two things you can 

infer from Source A about 
public health during the 

Industrial Revolution. 

Unit: Why did new ideas cause 
conflict in the 20th century? 

Skill: Ability to analyse 
historical interpretations 
Task: What is the main 

difference between these two 
views on life in Mao’s China? 

Spring 2 

Unit: What was it like to live in 
Medieval England? 

Skill: Ability to analyse and use 
source material 

Task: Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about the 
causes of the Peasants’ Revolt. 

Unit: How did we get the vote? 
Skill: Ability to analyse 

historical interpretations 
Task: What is the main 

difference between these two 
views on the impact of the 

First World War on women? 

Unit: What were the key 
turning points of the Second 

World War? 
Skill: Ability to analyse and use 

source material 
Task: How useful is Source A 

for an enquiry into the 
experiences of black 

servicemen during the Second 
World War? 

Summer 1 

Unit: Why was the Black Death 
so deadly? 

Skill: Developing knowledge 
and understanding 

Task: Describe two features of 
life in England after the Black 

Death. 

Not Assessed 

Unit: Why was there a Cold 
War in Europe? 

Skill: Ability to analyse and 
evaluate second-order 

concepts (cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 

significance) 
Task: Explain two 

consequences of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

Summer 2 

Unit: Why were The Crusades 
fought? 

Skill: Ability to analyse 
historical interpretations 
Task: What is the main 

difference between these 
views of the Crusades? 

Unit: How did the Civil Rights 
Movement try to gain equality 

in America? 
Skill: Developing knowledge 

and understanding 
Task: Describe two features of 
the Civil Rights campaigns of 

the 1950s and 1960s. 

Not Assessed 

 

KS4 

The assessment at KS4 is designed to reflect the GCSE assessment model and to give pupils opportunities to prepare 

for and practice GCSE examination styles. 



Pupils complete three tasks each half term which are in the style of a GCSE exam question. Each half term’s tasks 

focus on the Paper being studied and will, altogether, cover the different styles of question and Assessment 

Objectives assessed in that Paper.  

Pupils receive detailed feedback on each of these tasks and by completing several tasks on the same Paper and AOs 

pupils are given the opportunity to act on feedback and make progress.  

At several points during the 2-year GCSE pupils complete Mock Exams where they sit a past or practice exam paper 

for all of the Papers covered up until that point. Over the course of the 2-year GCSE pupils will sit at least 2 of each 

GCSE examination paper.  

Each lesson begins with a regular recall assessment to build pupils’ memory across KS4. Regular knowledge tests also 

take place at the end of the Units within each Paper. In addition pupils will be assessed every lesson, as illustrated in 

the department feedback policy. Lesson feedback may include, but is not limited to, the following; targeted 

questioning, self and peer assessment, live-marking and the use of model answers. 

The set tasks for KS4 can be seen below: 

Year 10 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 7 - ‘Prevention and treatments for disease and illness in medieval England were based on religious ideas.’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer. (16 marks + 4 SPaG) 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 12 - Explain why there was continuity in ideas about the cause of disease during the period c.1250 – c.1500.  (12 marks) 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 18 - Explain one way in which doctors’ training in Britain was different in the 14th and 17th centuries. (4 marks) 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 21 - ‘There was little progress in medicine in Britain during the Renaissance period (c1500–c1700).’ How far do you agree? 

Explain your answer. (16 marks + 4 SPaG) 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 32 - ‘The role of science and technology was the main reason why medicine improved in the 18th and 19th centuries’. How 

far do you agree? Explain your answer. (16 marks + 4 SPaG) 

Medicine in Britain 
Lesson 42 - Explain why there was rapid change in the treatment of illness in Britain during the twentieth century.  (12 marks) 

Spring 
Term 1 

British Sector of the Western Front 
Lesson 2 - Describe two features of aseptic surgery in the early 20th century. (4 marks) 

British Sector of the Western Front 
Lesson 6 - How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the impact of the nature of fighting on caring for the wounded on the 

Western Front during the FWW? (8 marks)  

British Sector of the Western Front 
Lesson 11 - How would you follow up Source H to find out more about the transportation of the wounded on the Western Front? (4 

marks) 

British Sector of the Western Front 
Lesson 14 - 1. Describe two features of the methods used to reduce the risk of trench foot on the Western Front. (4 marks) 

2a. Study Sources A and B. How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the problems the medical service faced during 
transporting injured soldiers? Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the historical context? (8 

marks) 
2b. How could you follow up Source B to find out more about the problems the medical service faced transporting injured soldiers? 

In your answer you must give the question you would ask and the type of source you could use. (4 marks) 

Spring 
Term 2 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 6 – Explain two consequences of the Berlin Crisis, 1948-49. (8 marks) 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 12 - Explain two of the following: 

 The importance of the Truman Doctrine for the development of the Cold War in the years 1947-55. 
 The importance of the formation of NATO for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union. 

 The importance of the events in Hungary in 1956 for the development of the Cold War.  
(16 marks) 



Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 18 - Explain two consequences of the Prague Spring on relations between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. (8 marks) 

Summer 
Term 1 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 21 - Write a narrative account analysing the key events of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. (8 marks) 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 25 - Explain the following: 

The importance of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union. (8 marks) 
The importance of the Olympic boycotts for relations between the USA and the Soviet Union. (8 marks) 

Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
Lesson 31 - Write a narrative account analysing the key events in the Soviet Union and eastern Europe in the years 1989-91. (8 

marks) 

Summer 
Term 2 

Mock Exams 

Year 11 

Autumn 
Term 1 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 6 - Explain why Wolsey introduced the Amicable Grant. (12 marks) 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 13 - ‘The issue of succession was the most important issue for Henry VIII between 1509 and 1529’. How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer. (16 marks) 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 18 - Describe two features of England’s government and control of Ireland. (4 marks) 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 23 - Explain why Cromwell rose to power to be King Henry’s Chief Minister. (12 marks) 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 29 - Describe two features of the role of religious houses in local communities in the 1500s. (4 marks) 

Henry VIII and his ministers 
Lesson 36 - ‘The Pilgrimage of Grace was the most important consequence of the break with Rome during the 1530s’.  

How far do you agree? Explain your answer. (16 marks) 

Mock Exams 

Spring 
Term 1 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 3 - Give two things you can infer from Source A about German reactions to the Treaty of Versailles. (4 marks) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 9 - Explain why the Weimar Republic experienced a period of recovery, 1923-29. (12 marks) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 14 - How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the challenges facing the Weimar Republic in the years 1919-

23? (8 marks) 

Spring 
Term 2 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 20 - How useful are Sources D and E for an enquiry into the early Nazi Party? (8 marks) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 26 - Explain why there was increased support for the Nazis in the years 1929-32. (12 marks) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 35 - How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the importance of the police state in helping the Nazis control 

Germany? Explain your answer, using both Interpretations and your knowledge of the historical context. (16 marks + 4 SPaG) 

Mock Exams 



Summer 
Term 1 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 40 - Explain why the Nazi Party was able to establish a dictatorship in Germany in the years 1933-39. (12 marks) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 46 - How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the standard of living of German workers in Nazi Germany? (16 

marks + 4 SPaG) 

Weimar & Nazi Germany 
Lesson 51 - Explain why the conditions of workers changed in Nazi Germany in the years 1933-39. (12 marks) 

 

 

KS5 

The assessment at KS5 is designed to reflect the A Level assessment model and to give pupils opportunities to 

prepare for and practice A Level examination styles. 

Pupils complete three tasks each half term which are in the style of an A Level exam question. Each half term’s tasks 

focus on the Paper being studied and will, altogether, cover the different styles of question and Assessment 

Objectives assessed in that Paper.  

Pupils receive detailed feedback on each of these tasks and by completing several tasks on the same Paper and AOs 

pupils are given the opportunity to act on feedback and make progress. At several points during the 2-year A Level 

pupils complete Mock Exams where they sit a past or practice exam paper for all of the Papers covered up until that 

point. Over the course of the 2-year A Level pupils will sit at least 2 of each A Level examination paper.  

Each lesson begins with a regular recall assessment to build pupils’ memory across KS5. Regular knowledge tests also 

take place at the end of the Units within each Paper. In addition pupils will be assessed every lesson, as illustrated in 

the department feedback policy. Lesson feedback may include, but is not limited to, the following; targeted 

questioning, self and peer assessment, live-marking and the use of model answers. 

 

Super Curricular: 

 

Jewish Museum Trip 

In the Autumn Term of Y7 pupils will enjoy a cross-curricular trip to support their learning journeys in History, RS and 

English. Pupils take part in several workshops including ‘Exploring History’ and ‘Discovering Judaism’ to gain a greater 

understanding of antisemitism and the experience of refugee children and communities within the UK. 

 

Battlefields Excursion 

In the Summer Term, to prepare them for their study of the First World War at the start of Year 9, Year 8 pupils have 

the opportunity to accompany the History Department for the annual Battlefields Excursion to France and Belgium. 

The trip involves visiting many sites associated with the conflict including Commonwealth Grave Cemeteries, 

museums, reconstructed trenches and memorials.  

 

Frontline Living History Workshop 

To facilitate the Year 11 pupils’ revision of the illnesses, injuries and treatment in the trenches study of the GCSE 

course, the History Department invited Frontline Living History in to run a session. Through video, humour, engaging 

presentation and use of historical artefacts, the Year 11 pupils were given further insight into the experience of 

medics and wounded soldiers during the First World War, bringing the history alive and supporting their retention of 

the knowledge required for this section of their exam.  

 

Bergen-Belsen Visit 

In 2020, two of our Year 12 History pupils received the great honour of being selected to participate in the 75th 

anniversary commemorations of the liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. Alongside Mrs Field, our two 



A-Level historians attended seminars run by the Holocaust Educational Trust where they bore witness to a survivor 

testimony and discussed the challenges and importance of teaching and learning about the Holocaust. 

 

Lessons from Auschwitz  

SMSJ have also been selected to take part in the Holocaust Educational Trusts’ Lessons from Auschwitz project. In 

Autumn 2022 two A Level historians will accompany staff to Poland to visit sites connected with the Holocaust and 

attend seminars to meet survivors and study artefacts. 

 

Dublin Visit 

As part of their study of the unit Ireland and the Union for Paper 3 of their A-Level, A-Level History pupils have the 

chance to visit Dublin with the History Department to see for themselves many of the locations discussed in the 

study of the course, and to better consider the complex relationship that still exists between Britain and Ireland 

today.  

 

Film Club 

At various points during the academic year, the History Department run a film club to showcase films connected to 

historical events, such as during Women’s History Month in March, for Remembrance Day in November and during 

Black History Month in October. These film showings help to raise awareness of important historical anniversaries 

and broaden our pupils’ horizons by introducing them to new topics, events and figures in History. 

 

Historical Association & History Today 

The History Department subscribe to both these online publications, the details of which are made available to 

pupils studying History A-Level so that they can read more widely around the subject. Specific articles and podcasts 

are also made available to pupils across KS3 and KS4 to encourage them in their study of History.  

 

Holocaust Survivor Visit 

As part of their study of The Holocaust in the Summer Term, Year 9 pupils have the opportunity to bear witness to 

the testimony of a Holocaust survivor when they visit SMSJ.  

 

Holocaust Survivor Webcast 

As part of SMSJ’s Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations, Year 10 pupils participate in a nationwide webcast to 

bear witness to the testimony of a Holocaust survivor.  

 

Lending Library 

Any pupil who wishes can borrow works of historical fiction from their History teacher. Many books on offer are 

connected to our curriculum, but others go beyond the topics taught in the classroom.  

 

Politics Club 

Discussion, debate and an in-depth look at the news are on offer in the well-attended weekly Politics Club.  

 

Trip to the British Library & National Archives at Kew 

Year 13 History pupils are required to produce a 4000-word coursework essay which requires the use of historical 

interpretations which the pupils must find themselves. Visits to the British Library and the National Archives are 

arranged to support the Year 13s in their research to complete their A-Level coursework successfully.  

 

Year 10 Support Sessions 

Once a week, Year 10 GCSE History pupils are invited to attend an after-school revision session to support them in 

their studies.  

 

Year 11 Intervention 

Once a week, Year 11 GCSE History pupils are invited to attend an after-school revision session to support them in 

their studies.  

 


