
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Entry Requirements: 6 in History GCSE & 6 in English Literature GCSE 

 

Assessment 
 

Paper 1: Breadth Study with Interpretations - 'Russia 1917-1991: from Lenin to Yeltsin' 

Exam Type: Written 

Exam Length: 2 hours 15 minutes 

Percentage of Course: 30% 

 

This option comprises a study in breadth, in which students will learn about the key political, social and economic 

features of communist rule in Russia during the twentieth century, an era that saw its authority and influence rise to 

the status of a superpower, only to diminish and decline later in the century. The focus of study is on developments 

and changes over a broad timescale, and so the content is presented as themes spanning a significant duration: 1917–

85. This option also contains a study in depth of historical interpretations on a broad question, which is contextualised 

by, and runs on from, the themes: reasons for the fall of the USSR, c1985–91. Students select 3 out of 5 questions, 

each worth 20 marks. 

 

Paper 2: Depth Study - 'Mao's China, c1949-1977' 

Exam Type: Written 

Exam Length: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Percentage of Course: 20% 

 

This option comprises a study in depth of the transformation of communist China in the years 1949–76. The 

aftershocks of these changes are still being felt today as China emerges as a great economic and political power on the 

world stage. Students will gain an in-depth understanding of the nature and extent of change in this period, the effects 

of Mao Zedong’s policies on the lives of the Chinese people, and Mao’s role in driving dramatic political, social and 

economic changes. Students select and complete 2 out of 3 questions, each worth 20 marks. 

 

Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth - 'Ireland and the Union, c1774-1923' 

Exam Type: Written 

Exam Length: 2 hours 15 minutes 

Percentage of Course: 30% 

 

This option comprises two parts: the Aspects in breadth focus on long-term changes and contextualise the Aspects in 

depth, which focus in detail on key episodes. Together, the breadth and depth topics explore the Irish struggle for 

constitutional change, and the ways in which the Irish economy and society changed and their impact on mainland 

Britain. This was a difficult period in the development of Irish society and for Anglo-Irish relations, involving passion, 

tensions and commitment to different causes that were in many ways irreconcilable, and an outcome that, by 1923, 

left many dissatisfied and eager for further change. Students to select 3 questions out of 5, each worth 20 marks. 

 

Paper 4: Coursework 

Exam Type: Coursework 

Exam Length: N/A 

Percentage of Course: 20% 

 

The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop skills in the analysis and evaluation of interpretations 

of History in a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an independently researched assignment. The focus is on 

understanding the nature and purpose of the work of the historian. Students will be required to form a critical view 

based on relevant reading on the question, problem or issue. They will also be specifically required to analyse, explain 

and evaluate the interpretations of three historians. Essays must be between 3000-4000 words. 
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Reading List 
 

Please see below a reading list for History A-Level: 

● Archie Brown, The Rise and Fall of Communism 

● David Priestland, The Red Flag: Communism and the Making of the Modern World 

● Robert Service, Comrades: Communism: a world History 

● Mark Sandle, Communism; Dan Stone, Goodbye to all that? The story of Europe since 194 

● Stephen J Lee, Russia and the USSR 

● Abraham Ascher, Russia: A short History 

● Orlando Figes, The Whisperers; Peter Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the Beginning to the End 

● Mary McCauley, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union 

● Robert Service, A History of Modern Russia: from Tsardom to the 21st Century 

● Boris Pasternak, Dr Zhivago 

● Amor Towles, A Gentleman in Moscow 

● Eugenia Ginzburg, Journey into the Whirlwind 

● Hedrick Smith, The Russians 

● Serhii Plokhy, The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union 

● Sarah Davies and James Harris, Stalin’s World: Dictating the Soviet Order 

● Robert Whitfield, The Impact of Chairman Mao: China, 1946-76 

● Michael Lynch, Mao 

● Philip Short, Mao: A Life 

● Maurice Meisner, Mao's China and After 

● Frank Dikötter, Mao's Great Famine 

● Ying Chang Compestine, Revolution is not a Dinner Party 

● Jung Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China 

● Frank Dikotter, The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 

● Roderick MacFaquhuar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution 

● Simon Leys, Chinese Shadows 

● Li Cunxin, Mao's Last Dancer 

 

Revision websites 
 

Please see below a list of the best revision sites for History A-Level: 

● www.historytoday.com  

● www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  

● www.history.org.uk/student/categories/16-18 

● www.andallthat.co.uk 

● www.loc.gov/exhibits/archives/intn.html 

● www.bbchistory.co.uk 
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