Politics A Level
Transition work
Area of Study

Detail

Baseline
assessment test
topics

The baseline assessment test will consist of short-answer knowledge questions and an essay
question. The test will focus only on the following topics within UK politics:
● Key terms
● The British Constitution
● Voting behaviours
● The role of the House of Commons and the House of Lords
● The role of Cabinet and the Prime Minister
● Democracy and participation
● Elections

Baseline
assessment
skills

AO1: Detailed knowledge of relevant political concepts, institutions and processes is
demonstrated and appropriate political vocabulary is used.
Thorough explanations and appropriate selection of accurate supporting examples
demonstrate detailed understanding of relevant political concepts, institutions and
processes.

Bridging
activities

A level politics consists of 3 modules: Government and Politics of the UK; Government and
Politics of the US and Comparative Politics; and Political Ideas. All modules contribute
equally to your final grade. The first third of the course will therefore focus on the UK. In
order to begin, you need to complete the following activities. All of the notes from these
activities will be filed in your politics folder and used for revision.
Task 1 - You will need to keep up to date with day to day politics. To this end, you should
create a scrapbook detailing UK political news between now and the beginning of the new
school year. The emergency legislation recently passed to deal with coronavirus would be a
good starting point (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-52004116).
You can use these web pages to help you:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/parliaments
https://www.theguardian.com/politics

Task 2 - Write a detailed definition of the following key terms:
● Government
● Parliament
● Cabinet
● House of Lords
● House of Commons
● Representative democracy
● Electorate
● Coalition government
● Proportional representation
● The opposition
● Pressure group
● Constitution
● Judiciary
● Devolution
Extension - add five more key terms of your choosing
Task 3 - Create a mind-map of the key policies and figures of the major political parties in
the UK.
You must focus on their ideas surrounding education, healthcare, business, foreign policy,
the EU, welfare, defence, and public order (policing).
● The Labour Party
● The Conservative and Unionist Party
● Liberal Democrats
● The Green Party
● Scottish National Party
Extension - research one more party of your choosing.
Task 4 - Draw up a timeline for all National Elections 1945-2019, including the date, who
won, by how many seats, and who became Prime Minister.
Task 5 - Research the terms ‘left wing’ and ‘right wing’:
You can use this article to help you https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articlesreports/2019/08/14/left-wing-vs-right-wing-its-complicated

Left wing

Right wing

Meaning:
Characteristics:
Current
examples:

I.e. a belief in free market
capitalism
I.e. The Green Party

Task 6 - Draw a political spectrum, and add the following political parties to your spectrum.
Remember that some parties are more left/right wing than others, which is why this is a
spectrum.
Conservatives
Labour
Lib Dems
The Green Party
The Brexit Party
Communist Party of Britain
|left wing
centre
right wing
|___________________________________|_____________________________________|
Extension - explain your reasoning behind your placing of the political parties.
Task 7 - Research and summarise each of the following amendments to the British
constitution.
Magna Carta (1215)
The Bill of Rights (1689)
The Act of Settlement (1701)
The Parliament Acts (1911) and (1949)
The European Communities Act (1972)
Extension - add one more constitutional amendment pertaining to rights in the UK
Task 8 - Create an annotated and illustrated journey of a new law, from idea to bill to law.
Use parliament’s website to help you: https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/
Extension - pick 3 current bills from https://services.parliament.uk/bills/,and note down
where they are in the journey now. Throughout summer, track the bills and update your
journey with them as they become laws.
Task 9 - Read the BBC revision resources and complete the table on factors that influence

voting behaviours.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zd9bd6f/revision/1
Factor

Why is it important?

How does it influence voting
behaviour?

Age

Earnings - those who are older are
likely to be earning a higher wage,
meaning they are generally more
concerned with taxation rates.
Issues - younger people are
concerned with different issues,
such as education or youth
unemployment.

Older people (65+) are more likely to
vote, and more likely to vote
Conservative.
Younger people are more likely to
vote for more left leaning parties
such as Labour and more recently the
SNP, or to not use their vote at all.

Social class
...

Extension - read the YouGov report on the most recent election:
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2019/12/17/how-britain-voted2019-general-election and add to your table.
Task 10 - Research the characteristics, powers, and roles of the House of Commons and the
House of Lords, and complete a venn diagram. This will need to be at least 1 full side of A4.

House of Commons

House of
Lords

Extension - ‘The existence of the House of Lords is undemocratic’. How far do you agree?
Justify your answer.
Task 11 - Using the article, summarise the role of cabinet and the Prime Minister.
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/cabinet-gov/default.htm
Answer the questions: Who is the most powerful? Why?
Extension - create a profile of the current members of the cabinet.
Task 12 - Complete the self-assessment.
What I’m looking forward to in A level
Politics…

What I’m worried about..

What my strengths are..

What my areas for development are...

Task 12 - Write at least two paragraphs explaining why you think it is important to study
politics, referencing current issues that are important to you, what skills you expect to gain,
and how you foresee the course affecting your outlook.

Documentaries
& Films

UK:

● UK Parliament Teach channel (short informative videos) https://www.youtube.com/user/UKParliament/playlists?view=50&sort=dd&shelf_id
=8
● The Cameron Years (BBC documentary)
● The Brexit Storm: Kaussenberg’s Inside Story (BBC documentary)
● Westminster: Behind Closed Doors with Tony Benn (BBC documentary)
● Boris Johnson: The Irresistible Rise (BBC documentary)
● Nick Robinson’s Europe: Them or Us (BBC documentary)
● The Strange Case of the Law (BBC documentary)
● UK Supreme Court: The Highest Court in the Land (BBC documentary)
● Children of the Devolution (BBC documentary)
● Dispatches - 1992, Scotland, and Devolution (BBC documentary)
● Scotland and the Battle for Britain (BBC documentary)
● Life in Whip’s Office, featuring Geoffrey Dickens MP (documentary)
● Posh and Posher: Why Public School Boys Run Britain with Andrew Neil (BBC
documentary)
● Greenham Common: Both Side of the Fence (documentary)
● The EU Documentary: A History of the European Council (documentary)
USA:
● Crash Course - American Politics (series)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOfse2ncvffeelTrqvhrz8H
● Liberty! The Making of the Constitution (PBS documentary)
● A More Perfect Union: George Washington and the Making of the Constitution
(documentary film)
● What is the Legislative Branch of the US Government?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hltv8-nzcUc (History channel)
● USA - Trump and the Midterms (DW documentary)
● Who Rules America? (documentary series)
● America First | VICE News Tonight's Special Report On Trump's First Year In Office

(HBO)
● The Strange Death of American Civility (Al Jazeera documentary)
● Fahrenheit 11/9 (documentary)
Political ideas:
● Crash Course on Conservatism https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCrxD19DHA8
● Tony Blair on the Future of Liberalism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90scgGk3SPw
Podcasts &
Ted talks

● How Fear Drives American Politics
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_rothkopf_how_fear_drives_american_politics
● A Look into American Politics (series)
https://www.ted.com/playlists/619/a_look_into_american_politics
● The Women of Greenham Common https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00jttc9
● The News Quiz https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b010m2mj
● British Liberalism: The Grand Tour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06t44pc/episodes/player
● British Conservatism: The Grand Tour
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b039tp4k/episodes/player
● 1970: Modern British Feminism https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0003tbv
● Washington Journal
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0070wh0/episodes/player
● Anarchism https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0038x9t

Revision
websites

● AQA resource list https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/government-and-politics/asand-a-level/government-and-politics/a-level/teach/resource-list
● https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/voting-systems/types-of-voting-system/
● https://yougov.co.uk/
● https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/collections/uk-politics-study-notes-for-a-levelpolitics
● https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/politics/aqa-government-politics2150
● https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztsvr82
● https://www.parliament.uk/
● https://www.theyworkforyou.com/mps/
● https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/politics/voting-behaviour-uk
● https://labour.org.uk/
● https://vote.conservatives.com/
● https://policy.greenparty.org.uk/
● https://www.libdems.org.uk/
● https://www.snp.org/
● https://www.plaid.cymru/splash1?splash=1
● https://mydup.com/

● https://www.sinnfein.ie/
Political news:
● https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
● https://www.theguardian.com/uk
● https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/
● https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics
Political blogs:
● https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/
● https://www.ucl.ac.uk/european-institute/ucl-brexit-hub/uk-politics
● https://blog.politics.ox.ac.uk/
● https://sites.gold.ac.uk/politics-blog/

