
English Language and Literature A Level Handbook 

 

Subject English Language and Literature A Level 

Exam Board OCR 

Exam board 
website 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-
h474-from-2015/ 

Assessment  Exploring non-fiction and spoken texts 
(16%) - 32 marks; 1 hour closed text exam 
 

1. Question comparing anthology text (non-fiction written and spoken 1666-2014) to unseen 
non-fiction text. 

 
The Language of Poetry and Plays  
(32%) - 64 marks; 2 hour closed text exam 
 

1. Compare printed poem with another from the Rapture collection. 
2. Closely analyse extract from A Streetcar Named Desire and relate to the whole play. 

 
Reading as a Writer; Writing as a Reader 
(32%) - 64 marks; 2 hour open text exam 
 

1. Choice from generic steers to analyse novel (The Great Gatsby) 
2. Write opening of a narrative based on storyline prompts (500 words) 
3. Brief commentary on the narrative creative writing (250 words) 

 
Independent Study: Analysing and Producing texts 
(20%) - 40 marks;  coursework 

1. Comparative essay – literary and linguistic analysis of a pre and a post 2000 text.  
2. Original non-fiction writing (500 words) and accompanying introduction (150 words) 

 

Reading list Pupils are responsible to purchase the following texts independently. 
 

● In Cold Blood by Truman Capote - ISBN: 978-0141182575 
● A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams - ISBN: 978-0141190273 
● Rapture by Carol Ann Duffy (Picador) - ISBN: 978-0330433914 
● The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Penguin Modern Classics) - ISBN: 978-

0141182636 
● Language & Literature: An EMC Coursebook (OCR Language & Literature AS/AL EMC) - 

to be purchased via parent pay for £10 in September. 
 

 

 

 

Summer transition work  

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/


It is essential that this work be completed to ensure a confident, well-informed start to the 

course. 

 

Task 1:  Read at least one of the following texts (these have all been selected for their 

relevance to your set texts/themes) and write a review (1 side A4).  In your review you should 

briefly outline the story, consider major themes and comment on style.  You must also be 

prepared to deliver a brief presentation on your chosen text to your class in one of your first 

English lessons in September (you can use visual aids to support your presentation if you wish).  

  

 

Texts:  

○   

● Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

● Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda: The Love Letters of F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald ed. Cathy 

Barks 

● The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy 

● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

● Mother Tongue by Bill Bryson (non-fiction) 

● The Lost Continent by Bill Bryson  

● A Place of Execution – Val McDermid 

● A Life Inside: A Prisoner’s Notebook – Erwin James 

● Hey Nostradamus – Douglas Coupland 

● Injustice – Life and Death in the Courtrooms of America – Clive Stafford Smith 

● Zeitoun – Dave Eggars 

● Journalism – Joe Sacco 

● Columbine  – Dave Cullen 

● The Riots – Gillian Slovo 

● We Need to Talk about Kevin – Lionel Shriver 

  

Task 2:  Read The Great Gatsby.  Write a brief reading log as you read to document your first 

thoughts and impressions of the plots and characters. 

 

Task 3:  Prepare a presentation on the life of one of the following: Samuel Pepys, Edward VIII, 

Alan Bennett, Russell Brand or Grayson Perry. 

 

Task 4:  Recommendations: 

(a) read a good quality newspaper once a week; 

(b) go to the theatre and see a play; 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


