
English Literature A Level Handbook 
Subject English literature A Level 

Exam Board Eduqas 

Exam board 
website 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/ 

Assessment  Component 1:Poetry 
Written examination:2 hours 
30% 
Section A: Poetry pre-1900 (open-book, clean copy)  
One two-part question based on the reading of one pre-1900 poetry text from a prescribed list 
Section B: Poetry post-1900 (open-book, clean copy) 
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of two post-1900 poetry texts from a 
prescribed list 
Component 2: Drama 
Written examination:2 hours 
30% 
Section A: Shakespeare (closed-book) One two-part question based on the reading of one 
Shakespeare play from a prescribed list Section B: Drama (closed-book) One question from a 
choice of two based on the reading of a pair of plays: one pre-1900 and one post-1900, from a 
prescribed list  
Component 3: Unseen texts 
Written examination:2 hours 
20% 
Section A: Unseen prose One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen passage of 
prose, taken from one of two prescribed periods for study  
Section B: Unseen poetry One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen poem or 
poetry extract  
Component 4:Prose study 
Non exam assessment:2500-3500 words 
20% 
One 2500-3500 word assignment based on the reading of two prose texts from different periods, 
one pre-2000 and one post2000, nominated by the centre 

Revision 
websites 

http://www.novelguide.com 
https://www.poetryarchive.org 
http://www.classicsenglishliterature.com 
https://www.sparknotes.com 

Reading list See separate attached list  

 

 
 

Extra curricular opportunities  
 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/
http://www.novelguide.com/antony-and-cleopatra/metaphor-analysis
https://www.poetryarchive.org/search/site/larkin
http://www.classicsenglishliterature.com/antony-and-cleopatra-9.html
https://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/donne/


Documentaries
/movies 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wChabJFhPlQ  Simon Schama’s John Donne documentary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYZCYpRN6m0  BBC Radio 4 The Metaphysical Poets 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcUF_XD7zjI The National Theatre Ralph Fiennes and Sophie 

Okonedo on Antony and Cleopatra 

Various documentaries on Philip Larkin available on youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IUD7pXgfTw An introduction to A Streetcar Named Desire 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idhOPFBrlA4 Radio 3 play: The Duchess of Malfi 

 

Day trips Possible theatre trips for set texts.  

 

 

Summer transition work  

Over the summer, you should make sure you read Shakespeare’s ‘Antony and Cleopatra’. At 

first, the language and ideas will seem tricky; however, if you read it in conjunction with a copy 

of York Notes Advanced, you will become familiar with the plot and characters. We will start with 

this text first. To familiarise yourself with the Roman Empire, a good place to start is with Robert 

Harris’s Roman trilogy. Not only is it accessible and informative, it is, most importantly, a 

gripping thriller. Tom Holland’s ‘The Rubicon’ is also an excellent read and will provide you with 

everything you need to know about that period. You will need to apply your contextual 

knowledge to your study of the play and will be expected to read around your subject.  

 

You should also take the opportunity to read for pleasure! You have a reading list which 

contains a selection of classic literature texts from all periods. Take some time to discover new 

writers and see where they take you. Happy reading! 
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