
English Curriculum Overview  

 

 

Our Vision 

English at St Mary’s and St John’s Church of England School   

 

Through the study of English, our SMSJ pupils will embark on a spiral curriculum which will allow 

them to learn, develop and perfect skills over time, ensuring all learning is consolidated and will 

remain with our pupils for an eternity; this developed wisdom over time will act as a foundation 

for future study or employment our pupils will embark upon once they finish their time with us.  

 

We believe in developing confidence, not panic.  This is why the same skills (with the use of varied 

texts) are reviewed year on year until they are mastered.  This is why our Key Stage 4 curriculum 

begins with a light touch in year 9.  And this is why our year 11s feel assured and excited when 

they enter an examination hall.   

 

English is viewed with high regard by our pupils and the passion for the subject radiates 

throughout our classrooms.  Pupils study texts from different periods, allowing them to learn about 

a range of social, historical and political contexts, giving them the opportunity to build empathy 

with characters as well as providing ample opportunity to discuss and write about the lives of both 

fictional and real characters, as well as having an opportunity to reflect upon  their own 

experiences.   

 

 

What knowledge and skills will be taught? 

 

Key Stage 3 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Bonus Unit 

Year 7 Year 7 pupils will 

study, Wonder 

by R.J Palacio, 

which will be 

used to cover 

topical themes 

about 

disabilities, 

bullying and 

starting a new 

school; this text 

will be used as a 

stimulus for 

writing to 

present a 

Following this, 

pupils will study 

Shakespeare’s 

A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream 

where they will 

be exposed to 

Shakespearean 

English and we 

begin to learn 

how to analyse 

the writers’ 

methods, whilst 

also exploring 

important 

Pupils will also 

read the Classic 

nineteenth 

century novel, 

Treasure Island 

by R.L. 

Stevenson, 

which will be 

used as a 

stimulus for 

creative and 

narrative writing. 

 

Pupils will complete 
an anthology of 
classic and modern 
poetry: 

● Dreams by 
Kangston 
Hughes 

● Sally by 
Phoebe 
Hesketh  

● Frogs by 
Norman 
MacCaig 

● The Tyger 
by William 
Blake 

● The Eagle 
by Alfred 



viewpoint.  This 

will serve their 

ability to present 

strong 

viewpoints; to 

campaign for 

change; and to 

fight for justice. 

themes such as 

forced marriage 

and gender 

inequality in 

Ancient Greece.  

Lord 
Tennyson 

Year 8 Year 8 pupils will 

study the play 

Frankenstein, 

abridged; this 

will be used as a 

stimulus for 

writing to 

present a 

viewpoint 

whereby pupils 

will be able to 

explore topical 

themes about 

the outsider, 

prejudice and 

the ethics 

behind scientific 

developments.  

Following this, 

pupils will study 

Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar 

where they will 

develop their 

familiarity with 

Shakespearean 

English and 

develop upon 

the analytical 

skills taught in 

year 7 in order 

to build 

confidence in 

their efforts to 

discuss the 

effects of the 

writer’s 

methods, whilst 

also exploring 

important 

themes such as 

ambition, loyalty 

as well as learn 

about the 

Roman Empire.   

Pupils will also 

read award 

winning, The 

Boy in the 

Striped 

Pyjamas by 

John Boyne, 

which will be 

used a stimulus 

for creative and 

narrative  writing 

which will 

provide plenty 

opportunity for 

our pupils to 

explore sensitive 

topics 

surrounding the 

Holocaust. By 

engaging 

empathetically 

and 

sympathetically 

with stories of 

the past, pupils 

become 

empowered to 

ensure a more 

hopeful future. 

 

Pupils will be 
exposed to modern 
poetry: 

● Advice for a 
Teenage 
Daughter by 
Isobel 
Thrilling  

● Slow Reader 
by Vicki 
Reaver  

● How to 
Leave the 
World that 
Worships 
Should by 
Ros Barber 

● Long 
Distance II 
by Tony 
Harrison  

● Children in 
Wartime by 
Isobel 
Thrilling 
 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Bonus Unit 



Year 9 Year 9 pupils will 

embark on their 

AQA GCSE 

course in 

English 

Language and 

Literature.  They 

will begin the 

term with the 

reading of Dr 

Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde, by R.L. 

Stevenson in 

order to: develop 

familiarity with 

nineteenth 

century 

language; have 

a thorough 

understanding of 

the plot and be 

subtly introduced 

to context and 

themes.  This 

will be used a 

stimulus for 

writing to 

present a 

viewpoint, which 

will prepare 

pupils for 

English 

Language Paper 

2, question 5.   

Following this 

pupils will 

continue with 

their Literature 

study of 

Shakespeare’s 

Macbeth, 

developing the 

analytical skills 

taught at Key 

Stage 3. 

Pupils will begin 

their study of the 

AQA Love and 

Relationships 

Anthology.  

The pupils will 

begin with a 

study of the 

poems focussed 

on family 

relationships in 

preparation of 

their 

assessment.  

Following this, 

they will study 

the poems which 

focus on 

romantic 

relationships. 

 The pupils will 

end the year 

developing their 

creative and 

narrative 

writing styles in 

support of 

English 

Language Paper 

1, question 5. 

 

Year 10 Year 10 pupils 

will begin to 

experience and 

develop their 

stamina for 

lengthy 

examinations.  

The term will 

Pupils will then 

embark upon a 

new study of An 

Inspector Calls, 

followed by the 

revision of their 

AQA Love and 

Relationships 

This will then be 

followed by a 

thorough study 

of Dr Jekyll and 

Mr Hyde and a 

revision of 

Macbeth in 

order to 

Towards the end 

of the academic 

year, the focus 

will then be on 

AQA English 

Language 

Paper 2.  Pupils 

will develop 



begin with the 

practise of skills 

required for 

AQA English 

Language 

Paper 1 which 

consists of 

reading fiction 

texts and 

identifying 

information, 

explaining and 

commenting 

upon the writer’s 

choice language 

and structural 

methods and 

evaluating texts 

critically.  Pupils 

will also continue 

developing and 

perfecting their 

creative and 

narrative writing.     

Poetry 

Anthology, whilst 

also developing 

skills to answer 

questions on 

Unseen Poetry.  

 

They will then in 

turn take the 

English 

Literature 

Paper 2 exam (2 

hours and 15 

minutes). 

experience 

sitting the 

entirety of AQA 

English 

Literature 

Paper 1 (1 hour 

and 45 minutes). 

additional skills  

in summarising 

and inference 

and writing 

about texts 

comparatively.   

Pupils will also 

continue to 

practise writing 

to present a 

viewpoint.  By 

the end of year 

10, SMSJ pupils 

will have in 

depth knowledge 

and a solid 

understanding of 

what they will be 

assessed on for 

the GCSE 

examinations. 

 

Year 11 Autumn Term Mocks  

English Literature GCSE  

Spring Term Mocks 

English Language GCSE 

Year 11 pupils will spend the year 

revising content that was introduced 

in year 9 and improved upon in year 

10.  Year 11 pupils will use lesson 

time to explore guesstimated past 

paper questions in a supportive 

environment in order to consolidate 

their knowledge.  Their first set of 

mocks will be on English Literature 

Paper 1 and Paper 2.  

 

Our year 11s are expected to 

complete independent study from 

the Autumn Term, every single 

week; they are provided with a  

prescriptive revision schedule in 

Following this, year 11 pupils will 

then be taught and given an 

opportunity to revise and improve 

skills for both English Language 

Paper 1 and Paper 2 which will also 

be assessed.  

 

Following this, pupils will then 

continue with their revision of 

English Literature, with an 

additional booklet of guestimated 

questions. 



order to guide their revision as well 

as allow them to better manage their 

time at home.  The revision schedule 

will be monitored by their classroom 

teachers. 

 

 Prior to the Christmas break, year 11 

pupils will also complete their 

Spoken Language Endorsement 

on a topic of their choice.  Pupils will 

be awarded a Pass, Merit or 

Distinction.  This certificate does not 

contribute to a GCSE Grade.s 

 

Key Stage 5 - English Literature A Level 

Year 12 Year 12 Literature pupils will spend the first year studying drama from both the 

pre-1900s and post-1900s, including Shakespeare’s ‘Antony and Cleopatra’. 

Their studies will include historical context as well as secondary criticism which 

they will be expected to apply to their own readings of the texts. During this year, 

they will also begin an independent prose study consisting of a 2,500-3,500 word 

assignment based on the novels of two different authors, one pre-2000 and one 

post-2000. They will learn how to use the two texts to illuminate each other, and 

how to make connections between them.  

 

Year 13 Year 13 Literature pupils will continue with their independent study during their 

second year. During this term, they will focus on poetry, again from both the pre-

1900s and the post 1900s. Secondary criticism and contextual understanding will 

also be a key focus as they will be expected to use this knowledge to form their 

own critical interpretations of the texts. They will also be taught how to apply the 

skills they have acquired throughout the two-year course to unseen poetry and 

prose 

 

 

 

Key Stage 5 - English Language and Literature A Level 

Year 12 Year 12 Language and Literature students will spend the first year studying 

literature texts, including the novel 'The Great Gatsby' by F. Scott. Fitzgerald and 

poetry by Carol Ann Duffy alongside an anthology of non-fiction spoken and 



written texts from a variety of genres spanning five centuries of communication.  

An understanding of the significance of context for the individual texts and the 

technique of stylistics analysis will be developed throughout the year. Students 

will also study 'In Cold Blood' by Truman Capote and begin an independent 

assignment of between 1500 and 2000 words comparing it to a post-2000 text on 

a similar theme.  

 

Year 13 Year 13 Language and Literature students will complete their independent 

assignment with a piece of original, non fiction writing  of approximately 1000–

1200 words including a 150-word introduction.  During the year they will study the 

drama text 'A Streetcar Named Desire' by Tennessee Williams and study the art 

of original creative writing.  The remainder of the year is devoted to revision of all 

key aspects of the course.  

 

How will we teach and assess? 

 

Pupils will be taught in sets which are decided by a child’s target grade, determined by their Key 

Stage 2 SATS.  Pupils will not be restricted to the sets in which they are initially placed and pupils 

will have the opportunity to move groups following a decision by their classroom teacher and the 

Head of Department in order to fully support the right learning environment for the pupil 

 

Pupils will be assessed formatively but will be assessed every lesson which may not be directly 

seen as teacher marking in exercise books. Please review our department feedback policy. Ways 

in which pupils are assessed in lessons are as follows:  Consolidation of skills taught the previous 

lesson; targeted questioning and ‘check ins’ with pupils; pupils sharing work privately with their 

teacher or publically to the class; and pupils completing effective self and peer assessment of 

work. 

 

 

 

 

What will be achieved? 

 

All pupils will be provided with the opportunity to take two GCSEs in English Literature and English 

Language.The study of English Literature will provide our pupils with the  opportunity of studying 

a number of texts from different genres and periods, and enables them to explore and analyse 

some of life's greatest questions and assists young people in gaining the skills required for a 

deeper thought process to life.  English Language will support this by  develop pupils’ skills to 

summarise, infer, explain, evaluate and compare as well as ensure pupils can write in a concise 

and formal manner with technical accuracy. Pupils who go on to study literature at A-level will 

leave with strong written and oral skills, able to study and research independently; they will be 

able to structure a clear argument and form individual opinions; and, importantly, they will leave 

with a life-long love of reading.  



 

Super Curricular: 

 

In addition to your studies in the classroom and completing your home learning, we wish to 

invite you to an SMSJ reading club or encourage you to engage with the following super 

curricular activities:   

● read award winning books - https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/  

● take part in poetry writing competitions - https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/ 

● participate in story writing competitions - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1; 

● give journalism a go - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3zSfG731zV43jrP7RP38mNJ/today-student-

journalism-awards;  

● visit the British museum and learn about Julius Caesar 

● learn about Victorian London and complete a guided walk around the City  

● watch films based on great books! 

● and of course, visit London’s theatreland and see a show!  
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