
NEWSLETTER 

Letter from the Principal 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

How quickly the year seems to be passing.  Much has happened this term and I hope you have been able to keep up with all 
news and details with our website. I have endeavoured to sign post some of the achievements and plans in this letter.  Our     
newsletter and website will have more details on our student’s activities and achievements to share with you. 

I would like to take this opportunity to again thank all of you who have spoken so positively about the improved safeguarding 
strategies employed at our Neale House and Bennett House Campuses, this term.  There has been an overwhelmingly               
encouraging response to the changes. 

You have also extended a very warm welcome to Mr Curtis and Mrs Mitri, as Executive head and Deputy of our Primary 
School.  We continue to make our Neale House Campus a priority for improvement and have commissioned a number of major 
projects which include the upgrade of the IT infrastructure and the installation of new touch screens in classrooms.  In addition 
we are starting the installation of an open plan library/study area to facilitate wider reading, literacy and Oracy. 

Our children at Neale House continue to excel and their year 3 production of Cinderella, was a joy to watch with the students 
demonstrating a confidence beyond their years. 

Supporting our KS3 Literacy drive, Ms Gulderen, our Literacy coordinator, has introduced our Y7 and Y8 Spelling Bee                 
competition.  Once a week in English lessons, year 7’s and year 8’s have competed in class competitions.  Students were given a 
bank of high-level vocabulary to learn and have learnt these words as additional home learning.  The spelling lists given has 
helped to enhance their creative writing, which is a key improvement area within English.  Our students have demonstrated     
resilience, a healthy sense of competition and diligence, and Ms Tanguay, Ms Gulderen and I are extremely proud of them.  
 
This week, we have been proud to watch our students perform the Passion Play at St Mary’s Church. The Passion Play is a        
religious drama of medieval origin dealing with the suffering, death, and Resurrection of Christ.  Once again our students and 
staff have been able to share their joy of performing our Easter message with their peers. I would also like to thank Reverend 
Julia who did a sterling job of contextualising the message for all ages. 
 
For the first week of the Easter holiday, our secondary students and staff, are travelling to Austria for a skiing activity, organised 
by Mr McHugh.  We wish them a safe and fun experience and thank our dedicated staff for relinquishing their time to allow 
these trips to happen. 

Our Year 11 students have made remarkable progress this term and again have demonstrated an amazing resilience.  We are 
very proud of each one of them. Mrs Thomson has organised for the school to be open over the Easter holiday to provide        
directed revision sessions and an environment in which our students can quietly revise and prepare for their final                       

examinations.  Staff have volunteered to come in and support our wonderful students over this time. 
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I am also very pleased to share with you the appointment of Mrs Livingston who will be joining SMSJ as our Primary 
Inclusion/SENDCo leader.    She is exceptionally qualified and joins us from a three-form entry primary school which is 
part of an Academy Trust. I am sure you will join me in making her feel welcome. 

At the end of term, we say goodbye and thank you to staff who are leaving and we wish them every success in their 
futures. 

Mrs Gillam, Primary Inclusion 

Mrs Weatherly, Primary SENCDo 

Mrs Morris, Secondary Languages Teacher 

Ms Cox, Secondary Science Teacher 

Mrs Mary Wedgeworth, Secondary Administrative Assistance 
 

This term we have been hosting trainee teachers, who also leave us to go onto the next stage of their careers.  We 
thank them for all the support they have provided and wish them well for their futures. 

Our PTA continue to work tirelessly for our students and new members are always welcome. If you would like to help 
out please see the PTA website for further details. 

And a final thank you for continuing to consistently support your daughters and sons with their learning.  Our               
expectation is that your child attends school on time, every day, ready to learn, in full school uniform.  Our target for 
attendance is 100% and again, thank you for doing what you can to ensure this. 

In closing, I would like to say that Easter is the most important feast of the Christian calendar and I wish you and all 
your families, peace and joy, as we celebrate new beginnings.  I feel it appropriate to remember that Easter is about 
love and that life has hope and meaning. In a world experiencing sadness and confusion, the Easter message calls us 
all to have faith and trust in each other, as we pray for hope from despair. When presented with challenges, we often 
see the very best of humanity.  Through Wisdom, Service and Hope, we will provide the very best future for our      
children. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. Martin Serrão  
Principal 



Improvements 

As part of our ongoing IT 

improvements being 

made across all sites, 

state of the art             

interactive TV panels will 

be installed over the 

Easter break, in all Neale 

House classrooms,        

making for a more fun 

and engaging learning 

experience for our pupils.  

More upgrades to follow, 

watch this space! 

Mrs. S Giacone 
Business Manager 
 

Lent Creative Challenge 

To mark Lent this year, Mr. Jarvest organised for staff and students to 

do something creative each day.  Well done to staff and students who 

got involved. 

 

SMSJ Passion Play 

SMSJ Bennett House Drama Club 

and Choir, directed by                   

Mrs  McGinnis and Miss Strange 

have performed a fantastic          

version of the passion of Christ.  

The    performances took place in 

St Mary’s church and all students 

from Years 5 to 11 saw the           

production.  Staff and students 

were given the opportunity to           

reflect on the story and its rele-

vance to our daily lives. 

 

Toilet Twinning 

So far we have raised £443.31 for  

toilet twinning and I know many 

PAM’s/Classes are still busy  

    fundraising.  Thank you for all your  

    continued support with this project. 

 

Mrs. H Mason, Assistant Principal 

Progress & Development  

Community 
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Staff across all three campuses are working together to improve teaching and learning for out students by                 

collaborating with each other.  We are strengthening links with Middlesex University facilitating excellent                  

development opportunities for our staff.  The introduction of our Sixth Form is an exciting time and development of 

staff is a key priority.  Staff are bust preparing themselves for A Level teaching by attending exam board courses to 

ensure our new Sixth Form students have quality first teaching.  All of our  staff have been continuing their                                      

professional development by completing certified courses on the latest safeguarding, health and safety and fire 

awareness legislation. 

 

Mrs. R Caldbeck 

Assistant Principal 



 

Our Year 11 Drama students took their GCSE  Component 2 scripted exam, which they 

showcased to their  friends and families the week before. In this  exam the students 

performed extracts from modern plays in small groups, and as monologues and      

duologues.  The pieces were varied in style and content, and our  supportive 

audience  enjoyed the confident performances from our Year 11s                  

greatly.     Well done to all.  

 

Our Bennett House dance company 'Curve' had the opportunity to perform at 

the London Youth Games, held at the Copper Box arena, Olympic Park. The 

company performed exceptionally well and conducted themselves                   

professionally throughout the day. Their commitment since  September to              

rehearsals and performances throughout the academic year has been           

outstanding. Well done 

girls!  
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Drama 

Well done to all our Year 11 GCSE Dancers 
who performed for the practical exams this 
half term. Your hard work and commitment 
both in lessons and after school rehearsals 
has really paid off. Congratulations. 

It has been a very busy term in the Drama Department.  Our Drama Scholars and students taking LAMDA lessons took their 

first set of LAMDA exams at SMSJ.  All students passed with Merit or Distinction, a great accolade to the talent and                  

confidence of our students as well as the hard work of the teachers from The Creative Speech Company.  Here are some           

pictures from their showcase evenings leading up to their exams, and a picture of the Year 9/10 Scholar group performing 

their scripted piece to Year 9 as part of our World Book Day celebrations.  



 

Sixth Form 

 

Our Sixth Form continues to   

develop, with a significant     

number of students now          

receiving conditional offers to 

start in September 2019.         

Enrolment for our Sixth Form 

will take place on the 22nd and 

23rd August. Students will also 

have a taster day in July prior               

registering. Our application     

process remains open.  In order 

for students to secure their 

place in Sixth Form it is essential 

that they meet the conditional 

offer.  In order to support this 

process we recommend that 

students use the Easter Holidays 

wisely revising for their            

exams.  We encourage our Year 

11s to use our facilities in the 

first week of the Easter Holidays 

so they have a quiet and         

constructive place to revise . 

 

Marika Farrugia 

Vice Principal 

Primary 
 

We have had an enjoyable and 
very busy spring term at Primary 
School. We have had the       
pleasure of being blessed with 
Curtis Sweetingham and         
Catherine Mitri from St John’s 
N20, who have been a great addi-
tion to our team. 
 
Early Years: Our Nursery pupils 
have been learning all about Bog 
Baby in their English. We            
continue to work on our Phase 1 
phonics and all about numbers. 
 
Reception: All three class         
delivered fabulous assemblies to 
their parents and the whole 
school. Such a joy to see their 
work, creativity and confidence 
to speak in front of such a big 
audience. 
 
Reception Scheffler class went to 
Pizza Express to learn how the 
pizza’s are made and to take 
their very own one home to 
share with their families. The    
remaining Reception classes will 
be visiting in the next half term. 
  
Year 1: Our Year 1 pupils have 
delivered wonderful class         
assemblies at various points in 
the Spring term, and have been 
looking at the lonely Beast in 
English. 
  
Year 2: In Year 2 pupils have had 
a wonderful last week of term, 
some children went to               
Lincolnsfield, whilst others 
stayed at school and did a week 
of different activities. The zoo 

trip on Wednesday was amazing, 
and we saw lots different types 
of animals. 
  
Year 3: In Year 3 pupils,            
prepared and performed the 
wonderful play Cinderella and 
Rockefella. It was a delightful 
performance, and a truly         
magnificent evening. 
  
Year 4: Year 4 pupils had a great 
time at the Science museums 
earlier in the term, we learned all 
about the different aspect of    
science. It was a great learning 
experience. 
  
Year 5 and 6: The children in   
Upper Key School 2 have been 
working really hard in preparing 
for their SATs this half term. We 
wish them the best of luck in 
their preparations for this.   
  
Uniform: Please be reminded of 
the correct school uniform that 
must be worn. For any queries on 
this please follow the link: http://
www.smsj.barnet.sch.uk/390/
uniform-1 

We hope you have a truly        
wonderful Easter and enjoy a 
well earned break. We look       
forward to seeing you refreshed 
and ready for the Summer Term. 
  
 
 
Luke Patterson 
Acting Head of Primary Phase 
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This half term we have had a number of students start work on some intervention programs during school 

time. These exciting opportunities include the use of two excellent software packages. Lexia is an engaging 

online reading comprehension and literacy development program, and Linguascope is being used to support 

our pupils who are new to speaking English. If your son or daughter has been enrolled onto either of these 

programs, please ensure they spend some time over Easter working on this to accelerate their learning; two 

hours per week is the recommended amount of time, broken into smaller sessions. Linguascope can also be 

used to revise French or Spanish over the Easter break.  

 

As we intend to run a variety of lunchtime talks over the summer term, please do contact me if you are      

willing to visit either Bennett House or Stamford Raffles Campus to talk about your current or past career 

experience. I am particularly interested in hearing from people working in STEM careers (Science,             

Technology, Engineering or Maths) as this is a key area where we would like to engage our pupils. We are 

looking forward to a visit from a Young Adult author in June to Stamford Raffles, who will be talking to the 

students about becoming a published writer.  

 

Miss. Sian Wright 

Assistant Principal—Interventions and Inclusion 

Interventions and Inclusion 
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Curriculum & Standards 
 

As we approach examination season, students in Year 6 and Year 11 are making excellent progress towards 

their targets. We are very pleased to offer additional support to both examination cohorts with targeted   

sessions being delivered during the first week of the Easter holidays and we thank our committed staff team 

for facilitating these. There is also plenty of home learning being set both electronically and in paper form, 

but we do also emphasise the importance of rest, relaxation and preparation for what will be a busy term. 

We are very proud of our broad and balanced curriculum with, amongst many other exciting initiatives, the 

First Give programme providing an opportunity for Year 8 students to put their Oracy and active citizenship 

skills in to action by completing social action and presenting about their chosen charities in a Grand Final 

next half term (further information to follow). Assessment Point 2 reports have been sent home for Years 9, 

10 and 11 with Years 7 and 8 to follow very early in the next half term. We look forward to seeing Year 8   

Parents, Carers and Students at the Parents' Consultation on the first day back (Tuesday 23rd April) to have 

important conversations about learning and progress. Please note that this will be held at our Stamford 

Raffles Campus where we have more space and parking facilities. I wish you all a very peaceful and enjoyable 

Easter holiday.  

Mr. S Payne 

Assistant Principal—Head of Middle School 



Key Dates-Primary Phase 

Key Dates-Secondary Phase 

Date Session Venue and Time 

 05.04.19 End of Term   

 23.04.19 Summer Term begins   

 30.04.19 Reception Rothko Trip to Pizza Express Pizza Express-9:00am-11:00am 

 03.05.19 Year 1 Disco Neale House-3:30pm-4:45pm 

03.05.19  Years 2, 3 & 4 Disco Neale House-5:00pm-6:15pm 

 06.05.19 Hearing & Vision Screening testing for Reception Children Neale House-8:00am-12:00pm 

 07.05.19 Hearing & Vision Screening testing for Reception Children Neale House-8:00am-12:00pm 

 08.05.19 Hearing & Vision Screening testing for Reception Children Neale House-8:00am-12:00pm 

08.05.19 Reception Potter Trip to Pizza Express Pizza Express-9:00am-11:00am 

13.05.19-
17.05.19 

Year 6 SATS 
 

17.05.19 Years 5&6 Disco Bennett House-4:30pm-6:30pm 

Date Session Venue and Time 

 05.04.19 End of Term   

 23.04.19 Summer Term begins   

 23.04.19 Year 8 Parent Consultation Bennett House-6:00pm-8:00pm 

 02.05.19 Year 7 Trip to the Jewish Museum Camden– 9:00am-3:30pm 

 03.05.19 Year 7 Trip to the Jewish Museum Camden– 9:00am-3:30pm 

 13.05.19 
07.06.19 

Year 11 GCSE Examinations 
 Stamford Raffles 


