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Aims of 

today's 

session

To answer any questions around reading.

To consider the best ways to support your child’s reading 
at home. 

To know the impact this has on your child’s progression. 

To understand how ELS phonics, Oxford Owl reading 
books, Accelerated Reader and Boom Reader are used. 



What is ELS 

Phonics?

• Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen

Phonics programme. The aim of ELS is ‘Getting all

children to read well, quickly’. It teaches children to

read by identifying the phonemes (the smallest unit

of sound) and graphemes (the written version of the

sound) within words and using these to read words.

• Children begin learning Phonics at the very

beginning of Reception and it is explicitly taught

every day during a dedicated slot on the timetable.

Children are given the knowledge and the skills to

then apply this independently.

• Throughout the day, children will use their growing

Phonics knowledge to support them in other areas of

the curriculum and will have many opportunities to

practise their reading. This includes reading 1:1 with a

member of staff, with a partner during paired reading

and as a class.



What is ELS 

Phonics?

• Children continue daily Phonics lessons in Year 1 and

further through the school to ensure all children

become confident, fluent readers.

• We follow the ELS progression and sequence. This

allows our children to practise their existing phonic

knowledge whilst building their understanding of the

‘code’ of our language GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme

Correspondence). As a result, our children can tackle

any unfamiliar words that they might discover.

• We begin by teaching the single letter sounds before

moving to diagraphs ‘sh’ (two letters spelling one

sound), trigraphs ‘igh’ (three letters spelling one

sound) and quadgraphs ‘eigh’ (four letters spelling

one sound).



What is ELS 

Phonics?

• We teach children to:

• Decode (read) by identifying each sound within a word 

and blending them together to read fluently

• Encode (write) by segmenting each sound to write 

words accurately.

• The structure of ELS lessons allows children to know 

what is coming next, what they need to do, and how 

to achieve success. This makes it easier for children to 

learn the GPCs we are teaching (the alphabetic code) 

and how to apply this when reading.



What is 

Oxford Owl?

• Oxford Owl is a website from Oxford University

Press with thousands of resources to support children

learning at home and school.

• The site has spelling tips, handwriting tips, creative

writing tips, expert advice, phonics resources and free e-

books that we assign for children to read at school and at

home.

• SMSJ is registered with Oxford Owl which means

that parents have access to all of the e-books that

accompany our ELS Phonics scheme as well as the real

books that children will be sent home with for daily

reading practice.



What is 

Oxford Owl?

• Class teachers will assign phonetically decodable e-books

online for parents/ carers to practice reading with their

children at home.

• They will also send home a real copy of a phonetically

decodable book for the child to read at home.

• All books will only contain words and sounds that have

been previously taught in school which means that our

pupils should be able to read these books with very little

support.

• The expectation is that children read these books at least

4 times over the week – until they can read the books

fluently without any adult support.



Supporting 

Reading at Home

• When children are still learning to read (those 

that have not yet mastered phonics) will only 

read real and e-books books that are entirely 

decodable - this means that they should be able 

to read these books as they already know the 

code contained within the book.

• We want children to practise reading their book 

4 times across the week working on these skills:

• Decode – sounding out and blending to read the 

word.

• Fluency – reading words with less obvious 

decoding.

• Expression – using intonation and expression to 

bring the text to life!



What is Accelerated 

Reader™ (AR)?

• AR is a computer program that helps

teachers manage and monitor a child’s

independent reading practice.

• Children pick a physical book that falls within

their Zone of Proximal Development level

from the school library.

• When they have finished reading, they take a

short quiz on the computer - passing the

quiz is an indication that the child has

understood what has been read.

• If they are reading at the recommended

level for them, then most children are likely

to be successful and enjoy the books and

quizzes. Best of all they learn and grow at

their own pace.



What is a ZPD 

(Zone of 

Proximal 

Development)?

• A ZPD is the range of books that 

will challenge a child without 

causing frustration or loss of 

motivation. 

• Each child will receive a ZPD, or 

reading range, after taking a Star 

Reading test. 

• It is important for children to read 

with a high degree of 

comprehension and within their 

ZPD.





What are 

Book Levels?

• This is a way of matching children to suitable books.

• All books with an Accelerated Reader quiz have been levelled

based on difficulty of the text to enable a quick match to children

who should be able to read and understand them.

• Book levels are reported using a readability formula range from

0.1–20.0.

• Each student has a book level range, for example, 3.5 – 5.5. Books

at the lower end of the range should be comfortable for the

student to read and they should achieve 100% on these books

early on.

• As they move up through the levels the books will become more

challenging for them and may take longer to read. A book at the

top of their range should not be attempted until they have shown

competency throughout the lower levels.

• Students may be able to de-code words in higher level books;

however, these will be challenging comprehensively and will slow

progression.



How will we use this at SMSJ?

• All children from Year 1-6 have completed

or will be completing the Star Reading

test.

• During the class library time, children will

have the option to choose a book

according to their ZPD.

• Children are to read this book daily and

they will then complete a quiz on the

book once they have finished.

• Quizzes will be completed approximately

one week after the book has

been chosen.

• If the book is a longer chapter book, then

it may take several weeks before the

quiz is taken.



What are book quizzes?

• Each book has a points value attached.

• These are formulated by AR and are based on the difficulty of the book, for

example, sentence length and level of vocabulary used.

• Longer books are not necessarily worth more points! When a student finishes

their book, on their quiz day they will log onto their AR account and take a short

quiz assessing their level of understanding of the book.

• The base pass rate is 60%. 80% is the optimum score for showing that a student

has adequately understood the book while being suitably challenged.

• If a student is regularly achieving 100%, they will need to be choosing books

higher up their levels to continue being challenged.



How will we 

use this at 

SMSJ?

• We have broken down the ZPD

into coloured book levels.

• Each child will be allocated

into one of these coloured book

levels.

• Children will become more familiar

with this as time goes on and will

be able to say what level they are

on and what there ZPD range is.

Please note that books should be 

recorded on the Boom Reader online 

reading record platform.



Can I read a book from home?
• If your child is reading a book from

home, please continue to read it at

home secondary to reading your

AR book for 20 minutes each day.

This will only help improve their

reading.

• AR is a national program and is not

limited to the books in our library, we

will revise this as we go forward.



How can I help my child using 

Renaissance?

As with anything, reading and understanding 

English language improves with practice.

Accelerated Reader recommends that students

read their AR book between 20-45 minutes a day

to ensure they make significant progress.

According to Renaissance research, children who

read at least 20-45 minutes a day and achieve a

90% comprehension rate on AR quizzes see the

greatest gains.

Encourage your child to read at home, discuss 

books, and ask questions about what they have 

read.



● Boomreader is a digital reading record where

you can log reading and children earn gems.

● It is quick and easy to log reading.

● Children can write a review of what they have

read, or something that interested them in a

chapter read.

● Children can create their own avatar and use

their gems to buy reward cards.

What is Boomreader?



Benefits

▶ No more lost paper reading diaries!

▶ No more damaged paper reading diaries- the ‘water

bottle leaked in the bag’ diaries are gone forever!

▶ All reading you log will be saved for the entire time

your child is in school so no logs are lost.

▶ Only one parent account needed for your family.



Benefits

▶ Parents/carers can log reading separately  

▶ School gains valuable insight into reading 
across school

▶ You can add reading books and any others 
from home 

▶ The app is free to download 

▶ There is a website version too

▶ Reduce use of paper for schools 



Getting started

● Please use the login details letter sent home
by your child’s teacher

● Follow the instructions to download the app

● Create an account quickly and easily

● Connect to your child (with the school
code/login code on the letter)

● That’s it - you’re all set!

● Please use the one page guide for help as
needed.



Activity

You can view and tap

on any activity here to see

more detail, add logs etc.

Guide



Guide

Add Book

Simply start typing the

book title to find your

book. You can also add

the book title yourself.



Guide

Books

All current and completed books are listed

here.

Tap a book to view the reading history.



Info

View your child’s account,

add a reading reminder and

login as your child to see

their avatar and spend their

gems.

Guide



Add Reading Log

Choose the book and then fill in 

the log. 

Minimum requirement is the 

page number your child read to. 

Tap edit log to make make

any changes.

Guide



Frequently Asked Questions

Q) I haven’t received the email?

A) Please check junk/spam folders and search 
for support@boomhub.app and 

parents@boomhub.app emails (contact 
BoomReader directly if you are unable to 

find the email).

Q) How do gems work?

A) The gems are awarded up to twice a day 
for any reading logs. Gems are also 

awarded randomly between 1-3 each time, 
just to keep it a little more interesting for 

the children than just one each time.



How will we use this at SMSJ?
• Children will need to log their

reading on Boom Reader as part

of their weekly home learning.

• This can be logged as many times

as you would like – there is no

limit!

• A.R books will need to be logged

on to Boom Reader also.



Useful Information

• Please use the link below for further 

information about Accelerated Reader

• Parent Resources | Renaissance 

Learning % (renlearn.co.uk)

• Please contact your child's class 

teacher if you have any further 

questions.

https://www.renlearn.co.uk/parent-resources/
https://www.renlearn.co.uk/parent-resources/
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