
St Mary’s and St John’s CE School 
 

 “With God, all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26) 
 

                                                                                                                          Telephone: 020 8202 0026  
                                                                                                                           Email: office@smsj.london 

Website: www.smsj.london 
 

Principal: Martin Serrão   BA, MEd (Camb) 

 

Neale House Campus, Prothero Gardens, Hendon, NW4 3SL 
Bennett House Campus, Sunningfields Road, Hendon, NW4 4QR 
Stamford Raffles Campus, Downage, Hendon, NW4 1AB 

 

 

 

 

December 2022 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
  

Duke of Edinburgh Award at SMSJ  
  
Thank you for ensuring that that initial £50 payment towards DofE has been made. I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform you of how the process works from here. 
  
eDofE accounts 
Your child will now have their online eDofE account created. The details of these accounts will be sent to the 
personal emails that your child provided on their application. Please encourage your child to monitor their 
email accounts for these details. 
 
Once they arrive, please ensure your child logs into their account and completes the details for their 
Service, Physical and Skill sections. Once these have been completed, they can be approved by myself, and 
your child can then start to upload any evidence that they have collected. 
 
DofE Welcome Pack 
Your child will receive their DofE Welcome Pack in the post, please be aware that these can take some time 
to arrive. In this pack will be a DofE Discount card, that will help towards any required equipment purchases 
that you make. 
  
Service, Physical and Skill sections 
If your child has not already done so, they should now start completing their service, physical and skill 
sections and collecting their evidence. As one of the sections is to be engaged with for 6 months, it is worth 
starting this one as soon as possible.  
 
For each section there is a minimum amount of evidence that needs to be collected: 

• A weekly log with some general information on the activity, the duration, and the date. 

• A signed paragraph from the ‘assessor’ confirming the details that have been entered onto the log. 
 

Further supporting evidence can be submitted: fitness tracker information, screen shots of online activity, 
etc. 
 

ParentPay 

The remaining £300 cost for the bronze DofE award will now appear on your ParentPay accounts, this is to 
cover the cost of the expedition. It includes transport to and from the expedition area, payment to the 
training provider and camp-site fees. 



   
 

   
 

 
This payment must be made in full for your child to participate in the Expedition. If you are having difficulties 
with the payments, please do contact the school office in confidence. 
 
Expedition and Training weekend dates 
I am now in a position to confirm the dates for both the Expedition and the Training weekend: 
Training weekend - 11/12 March 2023. 
Expedition – 17/18/19 July 2023. 
Full details for both events will be released in due course. 
 
Expedition Equipment 
Attached is a list of recommended equipment from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award organisation website. 
The list is not exhaustive and not everything on the list is essential. If you wish to start purchasing some 
equipment now, I would recommend focussing on the smaller items such as Cooking/Eating Utensils, 
Water Bottle, etc. I would certainly advise against purchasing anything that your child may grow out of 
such as boots and clothing. Please bear in mind that the school will be providing tents, stoves, pots, and 
pans.  
 
A YouTube search for bronze DofE equipment will provide a wealth of opinion and advice on equipment. 
Please avoid advice from videos that espouse an ‘ultralight’ approach. While it is wise to make your pack as 
light as possible, the ‘ultralight’ approach often uses more specialist (and therefore expensive) equipment 
and takes a lot of experience to do safely. 
  
If you have any questions or queries at all, please do not hesitate to email me at M.Chapman@smsj.london. 
I would be happy to assist where I can.  
  
Yours faithfully,  
  
  
Mr M. Chapman  
Teacher of Mathematics  
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator  
St Mary’s and St John’s CE School  
  
 

https://smsjschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/DofE-Expedition-Kit-List-September-2022.pdf?ts=1673362622437
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