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20th January 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Covid Update 

Thank you for your support in ensuring your child uses lateral flow test kits twice a week and for continuing 

to be vigilant when it comes to monitoring your child for covid symptoms.  We currently have several cases 

of covid across each campus and so it is imperative we all pull together as a school community to help keep 

each other safe.  Further to the updated government guidance released yesterday, please find below a 

reminder of the key things we can do: 

 Sign up for your child to receive lateral flow test kits and test twice a week, uploading all results to 

test.results@smsj.london  

 Encourage your child to remember hands, face, space: wash your hands regularly, use a face 

covering when social distancing is not possible and try to keep your distance from those not in your 

household 

 Be alert to the main symptoms of Covid while being aware that many people experience no 

symptoms which is why LFD testing is so important 

 Secondary students only: give your child more than one face mask so that they have a spare if 

needed and check they wear them every day as they will be expected to wear them in communal 

areas of the school buildings until 27th January. From 27 January, staff and pupils should follow 

wider advice on face coverings outside of school, including on transport to and from school.  From 

today, students will no longer be required to wear face masks in classrooms. 

There has been a change in government guidance regarding self-isolation periods. From Monday 17th 

January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their isolation period 

after five full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day five and day six, 

and if they do not have a temperature. Should students test negative on the morning of day five and the 

morning of day six, they can return to school immediately on day six. If the result of either test is positive, 

self-isolation should continue until negative results are received on two LFD tests on consecutive days, or 

until ten full days of self-isolation have been completed, whichever is earlier. Children under 5 years who 

are identified as close contacts are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing 

of close contacts. They are advised to take a PCR test if the positive case is in their household.  Please click 

here to read the guidance in full and please continue to inform the school if your child is self-isolating.  We 

are making sure that work is posted on Classcharts or Tapestry for children who are well enough to 

complete.   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h-3ndclE60mvMUlr7u6qQ0wpMA0iTM5HuPhf0N5sMmtUMDc2UFU5UUJaU0oySDhDNUlaVFo3Uk00Ui4u
mailto:test.results@smsj.london
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fface-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own%2Fface-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own&data=04%7C01%7Cneil.marlow%40barnet.gov.uk%7Cd94ea672744f451d8e8d08d9db6d0d88%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C637782084443534293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aR6Ivur2yFOPANah2s8wBfzl7TEyuTThYlRyKlVNu3o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-for-those-with-covid-19-can-end-after-five-full-days-following-two-negative-lfd-tests?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Please be aware that, in common with all schools across the country, the prevalence of covid may lead to 

potential staffing issues. We currently have a number of staff who are self-isolating having tested positive 

for COVID-19. I know we are not the only local school in this position and I am pleased that all staff 

members with COVID-19 are not experiencing serious symptoms. We are currently able to keep the school 

operating as usual, although your child may have lessons covered by staff other than their usual teacher in 

the coming days. We have no desire to switch to remote learning for whole year groups but I trust you will 

appreciate that this is a rapidly changing situation, we will as always keep you fully informed if there is a 

necessity to use remote learning. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr M Serrão 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

  


